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Welcome to Stephend of the Lakes

We're here to shepherd Christ’s flock and seek the lost sheep by sharing the good
news of Jesus Christ with all. Come, let us worship!

A room for any parents with children in need of a quiet place is located just
outside of the back of the sanctuary. Restrooms are located in the hallway toward
the front of the sanctuary. Please ask if you have any further questions or
concerns.

Prayer before worshif

Heavenly Father, as | worship you today, curb my wandering thoughts. Speak to
my heart. Encourage me with your Word, that my faith is strengthened, my
confidence and hope renewed, and | am recommitted to serve you faithfully. In
Jesus’ name, amen.



% The Common Service ;
Pg. 15.

The Common Service” is a version of the historic liturgy of the Christian church
| and became the service commonly used by English-speaking Lutherans in America. |
STAND

INVOCATION
M: In the name of the Father and of the Son (+) and of the Holy Spirit.

C: Amen.

CONFESSION OF SINS AND ADVENT CANDLE LIGHTING

M: When God created the world, he made the crown of his creation—the human
race—in his image. Perfect people lived in a perfect world in a perfect relationship
with God.

C: But mankind rebelled against God, bringing sin into the world and death to all.
God declared the wages of sin to be death. We too are guilty, and we confess our
sinful thoughts, words, and actions.

M: However, God—who is Love—did not want to be separated from his children
forever. He promised a Savior who would bear the punishment for sin, defeat the

devil, and break the bonds of death. Genesis 1:26; Romans 6:23
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M: When the time had fully come, God sent his Son. Jesus, our Savior, has paid the
ransom for your debt; your sins are forgiven. In view of God’s mercy, today we light
the hope candle. The Spirit declares through the psalmist, “Put your hope in the
Lord, for with the Lord is unfailing love, and with him is full redemption.”

C: We wait for the Lord, and in his word we put our hope. Galatians 4:4,5; Psalm 130:5,7
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M: In the hope of God we go to the world—to our friends, relatives, acquaintances and
neighbors. We regard no one from a worldly point of view. If anyone is in Christ,
the new creation has come. All this is from God, who reconciled us to himself
through Christ and gave us the ministry of reconciliation.

C: God has committed to us the ministry of reconciliation. We are therefore Christ’s
ambassadors, as though God were making his appeal through us. Jesus, who had

no sin, became sin for us; in him we have become the righteousness of God.
2 Corinthians 5:16-21
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PRAYER OF THE DAY
M: The Lord be with you.
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M: Let us pray.

Stir up your power, O Lord, and come. Protect us by your strength, and save us from
the threatening dangers of our sins; for you live and reign with the Father and the Holy
Spirit, one God, now and forever.
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C: A - men.
BE SEATED

GOD’S WORD FOR TODAY
FIRST LESSON: Jeremiah 33:14-16

4 «The days are coming,’ declares the LORD, ‘when | will fulfill the good promise |
made to the people of Israel and Judah.

>4 those days and at that time
| will make a righteous Branch sprout from David’s line;
he will do what is just and right in the land.
'®n those days Judah will be saved
and Jerusalem will live in safety.
This is the name by which it will be called:
The LORD Our Righteous Savior.’

PSALM OF THE DAY: CW Psalm 25 (page 74 in the front part of the hymnal)



SECOND LESSON: 1 hessalonians 3:9-13

°How can we thank God enough for you in return for all the joy we have in the
presence of our God because of you? 10 Night and day we pray most earnestly that we
may see you again and supply what is lacking in your faith.

' Now may our God and Father himself and our Lord Jesus clear the way for us to
come to you. 12 May the Lord make your love increase and overflow for each other and
for everyone else, just as ours does for you. B May he strengthen your hearts so that
you will be blameless and holy in the presence of our God and Father when our Lord
Jesus comes with all his holy ones.

VERSE OF THE DAY

Alleluia. He who testifies to these things says, “Yes, | am coming soon.” Amen. Come,
Lord Jesus. Alleluia. (Revelation 22:20)

After the minister speaks the Verse of the Day, the congregation sings the following Alleluia.
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STAND

GOSPEL LESSON: Luke 21:25-36

After the announcement of the Gospel, the congregation sings:
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C: Glo-ry be to you, O Lord!

2 “There will be signs in the sun, moon and stars. On the earth, nations will be in
anguish and perplexity at the roaring and tossing of the sea. 26 People will faint from
terror, apprehensive of what is coming on the world, for the heavenly bodies will be
shaken. *’ At that time they will see the Son of Man coming in a cloud with power and
great glory. *® When these things begin to take place, stand up and lift up your heads,
because your redemption is drawing near.”
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*He told them this parable: “Look at the fig tree and all the trees. ** When they sprout
leaves, you can see for yourselves and know that summer is near. 3L Even so, when you
see these things happening, you know that the kingdom of God is near.

32 “Truly | tell you, this generation will certainly not pass away until all these things
have happened. *Heaven and earth will pass away, but my words will never pass
away.

3% “Be careful, or your hearts will be weighed down with carousing, drunkenness and
the anxieties of life, and that day will close on you suddenly like a trap. > For it will
come on all those who live on the face of the whole earth. **Be always on the watch,
and pray that you may be able to escape all that is about to happen, and that you may
be able to stand before the Son of Man.”

M: This is the Gospel of the Lord.
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C: Praise be to you, O Christ!

CONFESSION OF FAITH—APOSTLES’ CREED
| believe in God, the Father almighty, Maker of heaven and earth.

| believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was
buried. He descended into hell. The third day he rose again from the dead. He
ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of God the Father almighty.
From there he will come to judge the living and the dead.

| believe in the Holy Spirit, the Holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, the
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.

BE SEATED

HYMN OF THEDAY: CW L ...ttt et et evsesvensns The Advent of Our King



SERMON

STAND

SERMON RESPONSE: Create in Me
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OFFERINGS can be placed in the offering plate in the back of our sanctuary. They can also be
mailed to our church office at 114 E. Blue Earth Avenue, Fairmont, MN 56031 or made on our
website under the “Donate” tab at the top of the homepage or taken to Profinium Bank in
Fairmont. To our visitors: Our offering is not a debt we owe God, but a way that we return to
God a portion of what he generously gave to us. Our motivation, then, is not obligation, but
love for God. The members of Shepherd of the Lakes have joined together to spread God’s
message both in this community and around the world. As our guest, please do not feel
obligated to contribute. We’re happy that you’re with us to hear about God'’s love for you.

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH (Cf. your worship folder insert or Christian Worship pg. 123)

7



LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be

done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our
trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power and the

glory forever and ever. Amen.
BE SEATED

HYMN: CW 9.ttt e e Jesus, Your Church with Longing Eyes

STAND

M: Blessed Lord, you have given us your Holy Scriptures for our learning. May we so
hear them, read, learn, and take them to heart, that being strengthened and
comforted by your holy Word, we may cling to the blessed hope of everlasting life,
through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and forever.
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THE BLESSING
M: The LORD bless you and keep you.
The LORD make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The LORD look on you with favor and (+) give you peace.
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C: A-men. A-men. A - men.

CLOSING HYMN: CW 15.........ccoviiiiinne e Hark! A Thrilling Voice Is Sounding



