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Ascension

May 24, 2020

Weleome to Shepherd of the Lakes

We're here to shepherd Christ’s flock and seek the lost sheep by sharing the good news of Jesus Christ

with all. Come, let us worship!

A room for any parents with children in need of a quiet place is located in the back corner of the sanc-
tuary. Restrooms are located on the lower level. Please ask if you have any further questions or con-

cerns.

Heavenly Father, as | worship you today, curb my wandering thoughts. Speak to my heart. Encourage
me with your Word, that my faith is strengthened, my confidence and hope renewed, and | am re-
committed to serve you faithfully. In Jesus” hame, amen.



DIVINE SERVICE I

OPENING HYMN: CW 171 VWV 1-4.......coiiiiiiiiiitctctce st

PLEASE STAND

INVOCATION

M: In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.

C: Amen.

OPENING VERSES

M: How awesome is the Lord Most High, the great King over all the earth!
C: God has ascended amid shouts of joy; the Lord amid the sounding of trumpets. (Psalm 47:2,5)

M: God placed all things under his feet and appointed him to be head over everything for the church.
(Ephesians 1:20)

C: Jesus said, “you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the
earth” (Acts 1:8)

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION OF SINS

M: As we gather in God’s house and in God’s presence to worship our risen and ascended Lord, together we
confess our sins:

C: O Lord Most High, | confess to you that | have sinned against you in my thoughts, words, and actions.
Though you have called me to be your witness, | have often failed to do so. Though you have called me
to love you above all and love my neighbor as myself, | have often been lazy and careless in doing so.
For these and for all my sins | deserve your punishment both now and in eternity. But | am truly sorry
for my sins, and trusting in my Savior, Jesus Christ, | pray: Lord, have mercy on me, a sinner.

LORD, HAVE MERCY—Kyrie
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M: God, our heavenly Father, has been merciful to us and has given his only Son to be the atoning sacrifice
for our sins. Therefore, as a called servant of Christ and by his authority, | forgive you all your sins in the
name of the Father and of the Son (+) and of the Holy Spirit.

C: Amen.

PRAYER AND PRAISE

M: In the peace of forgiveness, let us praise the Lord.

HYMN OF PRAISE: CW 169..........oooieiieieeicee e ce ettt tteeeeeseestesresas s aesses e e sae seesaeensensanssennes Alleluia! Sing to Jesus

PRAYER OF THE DAY

M: The Lord be with you.
C: And also with you.
M: Let us pray.

Lord Jesus, King of glory, on this day you ascended far above the heavens and at God’s right hand you rule
the nations. Leave us not alone, we pray, but grant us the Spirit of truth that at your command and by your
power we may be your witnesses in all the world; for you live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and forever.

C: Amen.

PLEASE BE SEATED

GOD’S WORD FOR TODAY
FIRST LESSON: Acts 1:1-11

In my former book, Theophilus, | wrote about all that Jesus began to do and to teach  until the day he was
taken up to heaven, after giving instructions through the Holy Spirit to the apostles he had chosen. > After his
suffering, he presented himself to them and gave many convincing proofs that he was alive. He appeared to
them over a period of forty days and spoke about the kingdom of God. * On one occasion, while he was
eating with them, he gave them this command: “Do not leave Jerusalem, but wait for the gift my Father
promised, which you have heard me speak about. > For John baptized with water, but in a few days you will
be baptized with the Holy Spirit.”

®Then they gathered around him and asked him, “Lord, are you at this time going to restore the kingdom to
Israel?”

”He said to them: “It is not for you to know the times or dates the Father has set by his own authority. ® But
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you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes on you; and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, and in

all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.”
? After he said this, he was taken up before their very eyes, and a cloud hid him from their sight.

They were looking intently up into the sky as he was going, when suddenly two men dressed in white stood
beside them. ** “Men of Galilee,” they said, “why do you stand here looking into the sky? This same Jesus,
who has been taken from you into heaven, will come back in the same way you have seen him go into

heaven.”

PSALM OF THE DAY: Psalm 47(printed on p. 85 In the front part of your hymnal)

SECOND LESSON: Ephesians 1:15-23

> For this reason, ever since | heard about your faith in the Lord Jesus and your love for all God’s people, *°|
have not stopped giving thanks for you, remembering you in my prayers. *’ | keep asking that the God of our
Lord Jesus Christ, the glorious Father, may give you the Spirit of wisdom and revelation, so that you may
know him better. *® | pray that the eyes of your heart may be enlightened in order that you may know the
hope to which he has called you, the riches of his glorious inheritance in his holy people, ** and his
incomparably great power for us who believe. That power is the same as the mighty strength *° he exerted
when he raised Christ from the dead and seated him at his right hand in the heavenly realms, ** far above all
rule and authority, power and dominion, and every name that is invoked, not only in the present age but also
in the one to come. > And God placed all things under his feet and appointed him to be head over everything

for the church, > which is his body, the fullness of him who fills everything in every way.

VERSE OF THE DAY:

Alleluia. Alleluia. Christ is risen! He is risen indeed! Alleluia. Surely | will be with you always, to the very end
of the age. Alleluia. (Matthew 28:20b cf. NIV)

PLEASE STAND

THE GOSPEL: Luke 24:44-53

M: The Gospel according to Luke chapter 24.

After the announcement of the Gospel, the congregation sings:
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Glo-ry be to you, O Lord! Glo-ry be to you, O Lord!



* He said to them, “This is what | told you while | was still with you: Everything must be fulfilled that is

written about me in the Law of Moses, the Prophets and the Psalms.”

*>Then he opened their minds so they could understand the Scriptures. ** He told them, “This is what is
written: The Messiah will suffer and rise from the dead on the third day, * and repentance for the
forgiveness of sins will be preached in his name to all nations, beginning at Jerusalem. *®You are witnesses of
these things. ) am going to send you what my Father has promised; but stay in the city until you have been

clothed with power from on high.”

*®\When he had led them out to the vicinity of Bethany, he lifted up his hands and blessed them. >* While he
was blessing them, he left them and was taken up into heaven. > Then they worshiped him and returned to
Jerusalem with great joy. >> And they stayed continually at the temple, praising God.

M: This is the Gospel of the Lord.
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Praise be to you, O Christ! Praise be to you, O Christ!

APOSTLES’ CREED

| believe in God, the Father almighty,
Maker of heaven and earth.

| believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried.
He descended into hell.
The third day he rose again from the dead.
He ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of God the Father almighty.
From there he will come to judge the living and the dead.

| believe in the Holy Spirit,
the Holy Christian Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

PLEASE BE SEATED

HYMN OF THE DAY: CW 174 ...ttt et sve v eeraense e See, the Conqueror Mounts in Triumph



SERMON—Ephesians 1:15-23

SERMON RESPONSE—Create in Me
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OFFERING

Offerings can be mailed to our church office at 517 Tilden Street, Fairmont, MN 56031 or made on our
website under the “Donate” tab at the top of the homepage or taken to Profinium Bank in Fairmont

To our visitors: Our offering is not a debt we owe God, but a way that we return to God a portion of what he
generously gave to us. Our motivation, then, is not obligation, but love for God. The members of Shepherd of
the Lakes have joined together to spread God’s message both in this community and around the world. As our
guest, please do not feel obligated to contribute. We’re happy that you’re with us to hear about God’s love
for you.

PLEASE STAND



PRAYER OF THE CHURCH & LORD’S PRAYER

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed by thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as
it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who
trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom
and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen.

PLEASE BE SEATED

HYIMIN: CW L75...... ettt st sttt es et st st st et et es e et see saeaaneeannaseas Hail the Day that Sees Him Rise

PLEASE STAND

M: Almighty God, grant to your Church the Holy Spirit and the wisdom that comes from above. Let nothing
hinder your Word from being freely proclaimed to the joy and edifying of Christ’s holy people, so that
we may serve you in steadfast faith and confess your name as long as we live, through Jesus Christ, our
Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

C: Amen.

THE BLESSING

M: The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look on you with favor and give you peace.

C: Amen.

PLEASE BE SEATED

CLOSING HYMN: CW 171 VUV 5,6......ccovorieiiece ettt et et ere e s aen s aee e A Hymn of Glory Let Us Sing



Notes and News for May 24, 2020

Prayer Requests

As a we love each other as the body of Christ, we want to "rejoice with those who rejoice [and] mourn with
those who mourn" (Romans 12:15). If you have any prayer requests, please pass them on to Pastor that we
may take them to the Lord with you!

Taste and See LWMS

57th Annual LWMS Convention and Taste of Missions combine efforts for an unique online event!

LWMS is not going to be able to meet in Athens, Georgia, this summer for the 57th Annual Convention. While
we are sorry that we will not see each other face to face, we want to do what we can to see that everyone
remains safe and healthy. So, no travelling this year,. However, we do have the unique opportunity to partner
with our friends in the WELS Missions Office to hold an exciting online event that combines the best of our
convention with the best of WELS Missions event called Taste of Missions.

Plans are underway to hold a two-week online event called Taste and See. During this event you will taste and
see missions through live-streamed worship services, the LWMS flag presentation, workshops, mission
speakers, and devotions, as well as cooking tutorials with mission families, recipes, family fun activities, and
mission updates. Mark your calendars to save the date! Taste and See will begin, Saturday, June 27 and wrap
up with the commissioning of new missionaries on Saturday, July 11.

Please continue to check the LWMS and WELS websites, social media pages, and email newsletters for more
information regarding Taste and See as it becomes available.

Easter Breakfast Donations

Unfortunately, we were unable to hold our Easter Breakfast this year due to COVID-19 circumstances. During
our breakfast, the Lutheran Women collect donations for specific work. If you still wish to donate what would
have been given at our Easter Breakfast, feel free to mail it to church and specify it for our Easter Breakfast.
These donations this year will be given toward our organ fund to help finish raising funds for our new organ
purchase for our new building!

Church Reopening

The governor has made a new announcement concerning our being able to worship together. While we are
all excited, we ask for and thank you for your patience so that the council can have a plan of action in place
before we gather again. We still want to be careful and mindful of our health and the health of others. We will
update you when we have an opening date and precautions in place.

Remember in your Prayers this Week

+ Birthdays: Angie Rogotzke (5/28)!
+ Anniversaries:
+ Prayer requests:



