114 E. Blue Earth Ave. Pastor Jason Zuehlke

Fairmont, MN 56031 Church Phone: (507) 238-2998
Sunday Worship: 9:30am Parsonage Phone: (507) 238-9663
Sunday School and Bible Class: 10:45am Pastor Zuehlke Cell: (507) 848-8905
www.shepherdofthelakes.net PastorZuehlke@outlook.com
First Sunday after Christmas December 26, 2021

Welcome to Stephend of the Lakes

We're here to shepherd Christ’s flock and seek the lost sheep by sharing the good
news of Jesus Christ with all. Come, let us worship!

A room for any parents with children in need of a quiet place is located just
outside of the back of the sanctuary. Restrooms are located in the hallway toward
the front of the sanctuary. Please ask if you have any further questions or
concerns.

Heavenly Father, as | worship you today, curb my wandering thoughts. Speak to
my heart. Encourage me with your Word, that my faith is strengthened, my
confidence and hope renewed, and | am recommitted to serve you faithfully. In
Jesus’ name, amen.



DIVINE SERVICE I

PLEASE STAND

INVOCATION

M: In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.

C: Amen.

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION OF SINS

M: Beloved in the Lord: let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins to God

our Father, asking him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us forgiveness.

C: Holy and merciful Father, | confess that | am by nature sinful and that | have diso-

beyed you in my thoughts, words, and actions. | have done what is evil and failed
to do what is good. For this | deserve your punishment both now and in eternity.
But | am truly sorry for my sins, and trusting in my Savior Jesus Christ, | pray:

Lord, have mercy on me, a sinner.
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M: God, our heavenly Father, has been merciful to us and has given his only Son to be
the atoning sacrifice for our sins. Therefore, as a called servant of Christ and by his
authority, | forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the Son (+)
and of the Holy Spirit.

C: Amen.

PRAYER AND PRAISE

M: In the peace of forgiveness, let us praise the Lord.

HYMN OF PRAISE: CW 34vv1,3,4........ccoiveeiieiiecieiee e Now Sing We, Now Rejoice

PRAYER OF THE DAY

M: The Lord be with you.
C: And also with you.
M: Let us pray.

Almighty God, in mercy you sent your one and only Son to take upon himself our
human nature. By his gracious coming, deliver us from the corruption of our sin,
and transform us into the likeness of his glory; through your Son, Jesus Christ our
Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

C: Amen.

PLEASE BE SEATED



GOD’S WORD FOR TODAY
FIRST LESSON: Isaiah 50:4-9

*The Sovereign Lord has given me a well-instructed tongue,
to know the word that sustains the weary.
He wakens me morning by morning,
wakens my ear to listen like one being instructed.
>The Sovereign Lord has opened my ears;
| have not been rebellious,
| have not turned away.
®| offered my back to those who beat me,
my cheeks to those who pulled out my beard;
| did not hide my face
from mocking and spitting.
’Because the Sovereign Lord helps me,
| will not be disgraced.
Therefore have | set my face like flint,
and | know | will not be put to shame.
®He who vindicates me is near.
Who then will bring charges against me?
Let us face each other!
Who is my accuser?
Let him confront me!
%It is the Sovereign Lord who helps me.
Who will condemn me?
They will all wear out like a garment;
the moths will eat them up.

PSALM OF THE DAY: CW Psalm 84 (printed on p. 96 In the front part of your hymnal)

SECOND LESSON: Hebrews 2:10-18

%In bringing many sons and daughters to glory, it was fitting that God, for whom and
through whom everything exists, should make the pioneer of their salvation perfect
through what he suffered. *Both the one who makes people holy and those who are
made holy are of the same family. So Jesus is not ashamed to call them brothers and
sisters. *He says,




“I will declare your name to my brothers and sisters;
in the assembly | will sing your praises.”
BAnd again,
“I will put my trust in him.”
And again he says,
“Here am |, and the children God has given me.”

“Since the children have flesh and blood, he too shared in their humanity so that by
his death he might break the power of him who holds the power of death—that is, the
devil— and free those who all their lives were held in slavery by their fear of

death. '®For surely it is not angels he helps, but Abraham’s descendants. *’For this
reason he had to be made like them, fully human in every way, in order that he might
become a merciful and faithful high priest in service to God, and that he might make
atonement for the sins of the people. **Because he himself suffered when he was
tempted, he is able to help those who are being tempted.

VERSE OF THE DAY:

Alleluia. For my eyes have seen your salvation, which you have prepared in the sight of
all nations. Alleluia. (Luke 2:30,31 cf. NIV)

THE GOSPEL: Luke 2:41-52

PLEASE STAND

M: The Gospel according to Luke chapter 2.

After the announcement of the Gospel, the congregation sings:
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Glo-ry be t; you, O Lord! Glo-ry be t\oi you, O Lord!

“Every year Jesus’ parents went to Jerusalem for the Festival of the Passover. “*When
he was twelve years old, they went up to the festival, according to the custom. **After
the festival was over, while his parents were returning home, the boy Jesus stayed
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behind in Jerusalem, but they were unaware of it. 44Thinking he was in their company,
they traveled on for a day. Then they began looking for him among their relatives and
friends. When they did not find him, they went back to Jerusalem to look for

him. *°After three days they found him in the temple courts, sitting among the
teachers, listening to them and asking them questions. 47Everyone who heard him was
amazed at his understanding and his answers. ®When his parents saw him, they were
astonished. His mother said to him, “Son, why have you treated us like this? Your
father and | have been anxiously searching for you.”

PuWhy were you searching for me?” he asked. “Didn’t you know | had to be in my
Father’s house?” *°But they did not understand what he was saying to them.

>Then he went down to Nazareth with them and was obedient to them. But his
mother treasured all these things in her heart. >*And Jesus grew in wisdom and stature,
and in favor with God and man.

M: This is the Gospel of the Lord.
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Praise be to you, O Christ! Praise be to you, O Christ!
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APOSTLES’ CREED

| believe in God, the Father almighty, Maker of heaven and earth.

| believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy
Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died,
and was buried. He descended into hell. The third day he rose again from the
dead. He ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of God the Father
almighty. From there he will come to judge the living and the dead.

| believe in the Holy Spirit, the Holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, the
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.

PLEASE BE SEATED



HYMN OF THEDAY: CW 41 ... e Let All Together Praise Our God

SERMON

PLEASE STAND

SERMON RESPONSE—Create in Me
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OFFERINGS can be placed in the offering plate in the back of our sanctuary. They can also be
mailed to our church office at 114 E. Blue Earth Avenue, Fairmont, MN 56031 or made on our
website under the “Donate” tab at the top of the homepage or taken to Profinium Bank in
Fairmont. To our visitors: Our offering is not a debt we owe God, but a way that we return to
God a portion of what he generously gave to us. Our motivation, then, is not obligation, but
love for God. The members of Shepherd of the Lakes have joined together to spread God'’s
message both in this community and around the world. As our guest, please do not feel
obligated to contribute. We’re happy that you’re with us to hear about God’s love for you.

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH & LORD’S PRAYER

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed by thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will
be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive
us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not
into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power
and the glory forever and ever. Amen.

HYMN: CW B3........oee e To Shepherds as They Watched by Night

M: Almighty God, grant to your Church the Holy Spirit and the wisdom that comes
from above. Let nothing hinder your Word from being freely proclaimed to the joy
and edifying of Christ’s holy people, so that we may serve you in steadfast faith and
confess your name as long as we live, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and
reigns with you and the holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

C: Amen.

THE BLESSING

M: The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look on you with favor and give you peace.

C: Amen.

CLOSING HYMN: CW 36.........ccoovvirieiriente et eeeee e A Great and Mighty Wonder



