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Welcome to Stephend of the Lakes

We're here to shepherd Christ’s flock and seek the lost sheep by sharing the good
news of Jesus Christ with all. Come, let us worship!

A room for any parents with children in need of a quiet place is located just
outside of the back of the sanctuary. Restrooms are located in the hallway toward
the front of the sanctuary. Please ask if you have any further questions or
concerns..

Prayen before worohip

Heavenly Father, as | worship you today, curb my wandering thoughts. Speak to
my heart. Encourage me with your Word, that my faith is strengthened, my
confidence and hope renewed, and | am recommitted to serve you faithfully. In
Jesus’ name, amen.



THE SERVICE ot WORD
and SACRAMENT

Pg. 26 in Christian Worship

OPENING HYMN: CW 147vv1-3.......coooiiiiiiieirieiiieieeens Like the Golden Sun Ascending

PLEASE STAND

M: The grace of our Lord + Jesus Christ and the love of God and the fellowship of the
Holy Spirit be with you.

C: And also with you.

CONFESSION OF SINS

M: God invites us to come into his presence and worship him with humble and peni-
tent hearts. Therefore, let us acknowledge our sinfulness and ask him to forgive us.

C: Holy and merciful Father, | confess that | am by nature sinful and that | have
disobeyed you in my thoughts, words, and actions. | have done what is evil and
failed to do what is good. For this | deserve your punishment both now and in
eternity. But | am truly sorry for my sins, and trusting in my Savior Jesus Christ, |
pray: Lord, have mercy on me, a sinner.

M: God, our heavenly Father, has been merciful to us and has given his only Son to be
the atoning sacrifice for our sins. Therefore, as a called servant of Christ and by his
authority, | forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the Son + and
of the Holy Spirit.

C: Amen.



PRAYER AND PRAISE

LORD, HAVE MERCY—Kyrie

M: For all that we need in life and for the wisdom to use all your gifts with gratitude

and joy, hear our prayer, O Lord.
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C: Lord, have mer - ¢y

M: For the steadfast assurance that nothing can separate us from your love and for the
courage to stand firm against the assaults of Satan and every evil, hear our prayer,
O Christ.
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C:. Christ, have mer - cv.

M: For the well-being of your holy Church in all the world and for those who offer here
their worship and praise, hear our prayer, O Lord.
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C: Lord, have mer - ¢y

M: Merciful God, maker and preserver of life, uphold us by your power and keep us in

your tender care.
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M: The works of the Lord are great and glorious; his name is worthy of praise.

O LORD, OUR LORD
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you crown our life with your love. You take a- way our sin;
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you washed us from our sins in your own blood. You are the
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how glo - rious is your name in all the earth.

PRAYER OF THE DAY
M: Let us pray.

O God, by the humiliation of your Son you lifted up this fallen world from the despair of
death. By his resurrection to life, grant your faithful people gladness of heart and the
hope of eternal joys; through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with
you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
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PLEASE BE SEATED

GOD’S WORD FOR TODAY

FIRST LESSON: Acts 3:11-20

' While the man held on to Peter and John, all the people were astonished and came

running to them in the place called Solomon’s Colonnade. > When Peter saw this, he

said to them: “Fellow Israelites, why does this surprise you? Why do you stare at us as

if by our own power or godliness we had made this man walk? *> The God of Abraham,

Isaac and Jacob, the God of our fathers, has glorified his servant Jesus. You handed him
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over to be killed, and you disowned him before Pilate, though he had decided to let
him go. “You disowned the Holy and Righteous One and asked that a murderer be
released to you. > You killed the author of life, but God raised him from the dead. We
are witnesses of this. ' By faith in the name of Jesus, this man whom you see and know
was made strong. It is Jesus’ name and the faith that comes through him that has
completely healed him, as you can all see.

7 “Now, fellow Israelites, | know that you acted in ignorance, as did your leaders. ¥ But
this is how God fulfilled what he had foretold through all the prophets, saying that his
Messiah would suffer. *° Repent, then, and turn to God, so that your sins may be wiped
out, that times of refreshing may come from the Lord, 2%and that he may send the
Messiah, who has been appointed for you—even Jesus.

PSALM OF THE DAY: CW Psalm 150 (p. 122 in the front part of your hymnal)

SECOND LESSON: 1 John 1:5-2:2

> This is the message we have heard from him and declare to you: God is light; in him there is
no darkness at all. ° If we claim to have fellowship with him and yet walk in the darkness, we lie
and do not live out the truth. ’ But if we walk in the light, as he is in the light, we have
fellowship with one another, and the blood of Jesus, his Son, purifies us from all sin.

8 If we claim to be without sin, we deceive ourselves and the truth is not in us. ° If we confess
our sins, he is faithful and just and will forgive us our sins and purify us from all
unrighteousness. 19| we claim we have not sinned, we make him out to be a liar and his word
is notin us.

2 My dear children, | write this to you so that you will not sin. But if anybody does sin, we have

an advocate with the Father—Jesus Christ, the Righteous One. > He is the atoning sacrifice for
our sins, and not only for ours but also for the sins of the whole world.

VERSE OF THE DAY:
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PLEASE STAND

GOSPEL LESSON: Luke 24:36-49

3% While they were still talking about this, Jesus himself stood among them and said to
them, “Peace be with you.”

37 They were startled and frightened, thinking they saw a ghost. *®He said to

them, “Why are you troubled, and why do doubts rise in your minds? % Look at my
hands and my feet. It is | myself! Touch me and see; a ghost does not have flesh and
bones, as you see | have.”

**When he had said this, he showed them his hands and feet. ** And while they still did
not believe it because of joy and amazement, he asked them, “Do you have anything
here to eat?” ** They gave him a piece of broiled fish, ** and he took it and ate it in their
presence.

* He said to them, “This is what | told you while | was still with you: Everything must be
fulfilled that is written about me in the Law of Moses, the Prophets and the Psalms.”

*Then he opened their minds so they could understand the Scriptures. **He told
them, “This is what is written: The Messiah will suffer and rise from the dead on the
third day, *’ and repentance for the forgiveness of sins will be preached in his name to
all nations, beginning at Jerusalem. *You are witnesses of these things. 1 am going to
send you what my Father has promised; but stay in the city until you have been
clothed with power from on high.”



M: This is the Gospel of the Lord.
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C: Praise be to you, O  Christ!

PLEASE BE SEATED

HYMN OF THE DAY: CW 288.........ccccceecerieeerererieenne The Gospel Shows the Father’s Grace

SERMON

PLEASE STAND

CONFESSION OF FAITH: NICENE CREED

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of
all that is, seen and unseen.

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of
the Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not
made, of one being with the Father. Through him all things were made. For us and
for our salvation, he came down from heaven, was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and
the virgin Mary, and became fully human. For our sake he was crucified under
Pontius Pilate. He suffered death and was buried. On the third day he rose again in
accordance with the Scriptures. He ascended into heaven and is seated at the right
hand of the Father. He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and
his kingdom will have no end.

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the
Father and the Son, who in unity with the Father and the Son is worshipped and
glorified, who has spoken through the prophets. We believe in one holy Christian and
apostolic Church. We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look
for the resurrection of the dead and the life of the world to come. Amen.
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OFFERING

Offerings can be placed in the offering plate in the back of our sanctuary. They can also be
mailed to our church office at 114 E. Blue Earth Avenue, Fairmont, MN 56031 or made on our
website under the “Donate” tab at the top of the homepage or taken to Profinium Bank in
Fairmont

To our visitors: Our offering is not a debt we owe God, but a way that we return to God a
portion of what he generously gave to us. Our motivation, then, is not obligation, but love for
God. The members of Shepherd of the Lakes have joined together to spread God’s message
both in this community and around the world. As our guest, please do not feel obligated to
contribute. We’re happy that you’re with us to hear about God'’s love for you.

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH

LORD’S PRAYER

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be
done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our
trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power and the
glory forever and ever. Amen.

THE SACRAMENT
M: The Lord be with you.

C: And al - so with you.

M: Lift up your hearts.
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M: Let us give thanks to the Lord, our God.
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C: It is right to give him thanks and praise.

M: Praise to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! In love he has blessed us
with every spiritual blessing.

He raised Christ from the dead and seated him at his right hand in the heavenly
realms and placed all things under his feet for the benefit of the Church.

Now have come the salvation and the power and the kingdom of our God and the
authority of his Christ. To him who sits on the throne and to the Lamb be praise and
thanks and honor and glory for ever and ever.

HOLY, HOLY, HOLY —sanctus
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WORDS OF INSTITUTION

M: Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night he was betrayed, took bread; and when he had
given thanks, he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take and eat; this is
my body, which is given for you. Do this in remembrance of me.”

Then he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying, “Drink from it, all of
you; this is my blood of the new covenant, which is poured out for you for the
forgiveness of sins. Do this, whenever you drink it, in remembrance of me.”

M: The peace of the Lord be with you always.
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O CHRIST, LAMB OF GOD— Agnus Dei
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PLEASE BE SEATED

DISTRIBUTION To our visitors: Scripture teaches us that those who commune together are expressing
a unity in faith and all of Scripture’s teachings. This is called close communion. Therefore, if you are not a
member of Shepherd of the Lakes, the Wisconsin Synod, or the Evangelical Lutheran Synod, you will want
to wait to commune with us until you’ve had the opportunity to learn more about what we believe and
teach and then publicly express that unity at your confirmation. This is not a judgment in any way on your
faith. Rather, we want you to be sure you agree with us before you express that unity at the Lord’s Table.
If you are interested in learning more about what we believe and teach or if you have any questions,
please talk with our Pastor.

PLEASE STAND
THANKSGIVING
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C: Thank the Lord and sing his praise. Tell ev-’ry-one what he has done.
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Let all who seek the Lord re- joice and proud-ly bear his name.
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M: Hear the prayer of your people, O Lord, that the lips which have praised you here
may glorify you in the world, that the eyes which have seen the coming of your Son
may long for his coming again, and that all who have received in his true body and
blood the pledge of your forgiveness may be restored to live a new and holy life,
through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and forever.
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THE BLESSING

M: Brothers and sisters, go in peace; live in harmony with one another; serve the Lord
with gladness.
The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look on you with favor and give you + peace.
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Notes and News for April 18, 2021

Prayer Requests: As a we love each other as the body of Christ, we want to "rejoice with
those who rejoice [and] mourn with those who mourn" (Romans 12:15). If you have any
prayer requests, please pass them on to Pastor that we may take them to the Lord with youl!

Elders and Council: Elders are scheduled to meet this Tuesday at 6:30pm and the council
at 7:00pm

Evangelism Committee: Evangelism will meet this week after its postponement after last
week’s shower in the fellowship hall

Confirmation Class: Confirmation class will resume this Wednesday evening with Pastor
home again.

Monday Night Bible Class: Monday night will resume our weeknight Bible Class

Remembet in your Prayers this Week

+ Birthdays: Alyvia Anderson (4/19)! Matthew Northwick (4/19)!

+ Anniversaries:

+ Prayer requests:

Coming Up this Week

Today 4/18. ... Worship 9:30am
Bible Class 10:45am
Sunday School 10:45am

Monday 4/19.......cciiiiiiiiii Weeknight Bible Class 6:30pm
Tuesday 4/20. ... ... Elders Meeting 6:30pm
Council Meeting 7:00pm
Wednesday 4/21.........coooiiiiiiiiiiiiiiii 6th Grade Confirmation 4:30pm
7th & 8th Grade Confirmation 6:00pm

Sunday
A28 e WOTSDIP 9:30am

Bible Class 10:45am
Sunday School 10:45am
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Paschal Candle

The Paschal Candle is the large candle placed on a
tall candlestick located near the baptismal font in
our chancel. The name"paschal" is the equivalent of
the Greek paschs, derived from the

Aramaic pasha and Hebrew pesah, meaning the passing
over. In the Old Testament it refers to the night the
Israelites left Egypt for the Promised Land, when
God struck the houses of the Egyptians but left the
Israelites untouched, thus  passing over” or sparing
them. Before the time of Christ, this word was used
for Passover; after Christ, Christians took to using
the word when referring to the Christ’s Passion and
the Festival of the Resurrection (because in 1
Corinthians 5:7 Paul labels him as our new
Passover, or paschal, Lamb who was sacrificed to
save us from the threat of death).

The Paschal Candle is lit every Easter morning to
symbolize that Christ is alive and lives among his

people. It is then lit for every service during the 40-day period that follows Easter as we
celebrate the resurrection, the greatest of God's miracles and mercies. By doing so we
remember the reality that "if Christ has not been raised, your faith is futile; you are still in
your sins" (1 Corinthians 15:17) and we rejoice to know that "Christ has indeed been raised
from the dead, the first fruits of those who have fallen asleep!" (1 Corinthians 15:20).

After the 40-day period following Easter, it is traditionally extinguished after the reading of
the Gospel on Ascension. However, it is also lit at baptisms and funerals year-round to
symbolize the resurrection victory over the darkness of sin and death and emphasizes the
presence the resurrected Christ and the link between baptism and the resurrection.
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