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Welcome to Stephiend of the Lakes

We're here to shepherd Christ’s flock and seek the lost sheep by sharing the good news of Jesus Christ
with all. Come, let us worship!

A room for any parents with children in need of a quiet place is located in the back corner of the sanc-
tuary. Restrooms are located on the lower level. Please ask if you have any further questions or con-
cerns.

Heavenly Father, as | worship you today, curb my wandering thoughts. Speak to my heart. Encourage
me with your Word, that my faith is strengthened, my confidence and hope renewed, and | am re-
committed to serve you faithfully. In Jesus” hame, amen.
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MORNING MEDITATION

Pg. 64 in Christian Worship Supplement

OPENING HYMN: CW B85.........ooooooeeececeeeteeste et st ettt et s s teste s sn s aes e naen While Yet the Morn Is Breaking

GREETING
M: The grace of our Lord + Jesus Christ and the love of God and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with you.

C: And also with you.

RESPONSES WITH CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION

M: In the morning, O LORD, you hear my voice;

C: inthe morning | lay my requests before you and wait in expectation.  Psa/m 5:3
M: We do not make requests of you because we are righteous,

C: but because of your great mercy. Daniel 9:18

ALL: Holy and merciful Father, | confess that | am by nature sinful and that | have disobeyed you in my
thoughts, words, and actions. | have done what is evil and failed to do what is good. For this | deserve
your punishment both now and in eternity. But | am truly sorry for my sins, and trusting in my Savior

Jesus Christ, | pray: Lord, have mercy on me, a sinner.

M: God, our heavenly Father, has been merciful to us and has given his only Son to be the atoning sacrifice
for our sins. Therefore, as a called servant of Christ and by his authority, | forgive you all your sins in the
name of the Father and of the Son (+) and of the Holy Spirit.

C: Amen.
M: May the favor of the Lord our God rest upon us;

C: establish the work of our hands for us—yes, establish the work of our hands. Psalm 90:17

PSALM OF THE DAY: CW 33

GOD’S WORD FOR TODAY

John 14:1-11

“Do not let your hearts be troubled. You believe in God'?: believe also in me. My Father’s house has many

rooms; if that were not so, would | have told you that | am going there to prepare a place for you? > And if |


https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John+14%3A1-11&version=NIV#fen-NIV-26670a

go and prepare a place for you, | will come back and take you to be with me that you also may be where | am.
*You know the way to the place where | am going.”

> Thomas said to him, “Lord, we don’t know where you are going, so how can we know the way?”

® Jesus answered, “I am the way and the truth and the life. No one comes to the Father except through me.
”If you really know me, you will know'? my Father as well. From now on, you do know him and have seen

”

him.
8 Philip said, “Lord, show us the Father and that will be enough for us.”

? Jesus answered: “Don’t you know me, Philip, even after | have been among you such a long time? Anyone
who has seen me has seen the Father. How can you say, ‘Show us the Father’? *° Don’t you believe that | am
in the Father, and that the Father is in me? The words | say to you | do not speak on my own authority.
Rather, it is the Father, living in me, who is doing his work. 1 Believe me when | say that | am in the Father
and the Father is in me; or at least believe on the evidence of the works themselves.

M: This is the Gospel of the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God!

HYMN OF THE DAY: CW 356........ccocceeiietieieeecte ettt aer e e saestesresnenraens You Are the Way; through You Alone

SERMON The LORD—He Is God!
1Kings 18:16-45

'S0 Obadiah went to meet Ahab and told him, and Ahab went to meet Elijah. * When he saw Elijah, he said
to him, “Is that you, you troubler of Israel?”

84| have not made trouble for Israel,” Elijah replied. “But you and your father’s family have. You have
abandoned the LORD’s commands and have followed the Baals. ** Now summon the people from all over
Israel to meet me on Mount Carmel. And bring the four hundred and fifty prophets of Baal and the four
hundred prophets of Asherah, who eat at Jezebel’s table.”

950 Ahab sent word throughout all Israel and assembled the prophets on Mount Carmel. *! Elijah went
before the people and said, “How long will you waver between two opinions? If the LORD is God, follow him;
but if Baal is God, follow him.”

But the people said nothing.

*2Then Elijah said to them, “I am the only one of the LORD’s prophets left, but Baal has four hundred and fifty
prophets. > Get two bulls for us. Let Baal’s prophets choose one for themselves, and let them cut it into
pieces and put it on the wood but not set fire to it. | will prepare the other bull and put it on the wood but
not set fire to it. ** Then you call on the name of your god, and | will call on the name of the LoRD. The god


https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John+14%3A1-11&version=NIV#fen-NIV-26676b

who answers by fire—he is God.”
Then all the people said, “What you say is good.”

2> Elijah said to the prophets of Baal, “Choose one of the bulls and prepare it first, since there are so many of
you. Call on the name of your god, but do not light the fire.” *°So they took the bull given them and prepared
it.

Then they called on the name of Baal from morning till noon. “Baal, answer us!” they shouted. But there was
no response; no one answered. And they danced around the altar they had made.

%7 At noon Elijah began to taunt them. “Shout louder!” he said. “Surely he is a god! Perhaps he is deep in
thought, or busy, or traveling. Maybe he is sleeping and must be awakened.” %50 they shouted louder and
slashed themselves with swords and spears, as was their custom, until their blood flowed. ** Midday passed,
and they continued their frantic prophesying until the time for the evening sacrifice. But there was no
response, no one answered, no one paid attention.

**Then Elijah said to all the people, “Come here to me.” They came to him, and he repaired the altar of the
LoRrD, which had been torn down. 31 Elijah took twelve stones, one for each of the tribes descended from
Jacob, to whom the word of the LORD had come, saying, “Your name shall be Israel.” 32\With the stones he
built an altar in the name of the LORD, and he dug a trench around it large enough to hold two seahs'® of
seed. > He arranged the wood, cut the bull into pieces and laid it on the wood. Then he said to them, “Fill
four large jars with water and pour it on the offering and on the wood.”

**“Do it again,” he said, and they did it again.

“Do it a third time,” he ordered, and they did it the third time. % The water ran down around the altar and
even filled the trench.

%% At the time of sacrifice, the prophet Elijah stepped forward and prayed: “LORD, the God of Abraham, Isaac
and Israel, let it be known today that you are God in Israel and that | am your servant and have done all
these things at your command. >’ Answer me, LORD, answer me, so these people will know that you, LORD,
are God, and that you are turning their hearts back again.”

*3Then the fire of the LoRD fell and burned up the sacrifice, the wood, the stones and the soil, and also licked
up the water in the trench.

**When all the people saw this, they fell prostrate and cried, “The LoRD—he is God! The LorRb—he is God!”

**Then Elijah commanded them, “Seize the prophets of Baal. Don’t let anyone get away!” They seized them,
and Elijah had them brought down to the Kishon Valley and slaughtered there.

“ And Elijah said to Ahab, “Go, eat and drink, for there is the sound of a heavy rain.” 250 Ahab went off to

eat and drink, but Elijah climbed to the top of Carmel, bent down to the ground and put his face between his
knees.

“Go and look toward the sea,” he told his servant. And he went up and looked.

“There is nothing there,” he said.

Seven times Elijah said, “Go back.”

*The seventh time the servant reported, “A cloud as small as a man’s hand is rising from the sea.”

So Elijah said, “Go and tell Ahab, ‘Hitch up your chariot and go down before the rain stops you.””


https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1+Kings+18%3A16-45&version=NIV#fen-NIV-9374a

*> Meanwhile, the sky grew black with clouds, the wind rose, a heavy rain started falling and Ahab rode off to

Jezreel.

LUTHER’S MORNING PRAYER
In the name of the Father and of the Son (+) and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.

| thank you, my heavenly Father, through Jesus Christ, your dear Son, that you have kept me this night
from all harm and danger. Keep me this day also from sin and every evil, that all my doings and life may
please you. Into your hands | commend my body and soul and all things. Let your holy angel be with me,

that the wicked foe may have no power over me. Amen.
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PRAYER OF THE DAY

M: Let us pray.

O God, you form the minds of your faithful people into a single will. Make us love what you command and
desire what you promise, that among the many changes of this world, our hearts may ever yearn for the
lasting joys of heaven; through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy
Spirit, one God, now and forever.

C: Amen

LORD’S PRAYER

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be they name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it
is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who tres-
pass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the
power and the glory forever and ever. Amen.

THE BLESSING

M: May the grace of the Lord Jesus sanctify us and keep us from all evil; may Christ drive all hurtful things far
from us and purify both our souls and bodies; may Christ bind us to himself by the bond of love; and may

his peace abound in our hearts.

C: Amen

CLOSING HYMN: CW 386 VV 1,2,6........cconveieenieiinie et teeeecsneesaeeens Now | Have Found the Firm Foundation



