
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Seventh Sunday of Easter                                         May 16, 2021 

 

 
 

We’re here to shepherd Christ’s flock and seek the lost sheep by sharing the good 
news of Jesus Christ with all.   Come, let us worship! 

 

 

For Your Convenience...  

A room for any parents with children in need of a quiet place is located just 
outside of the back of the sanctuary. Restrooms are located in the hallway toward 
the front of the sanctuary. Please ask if you have any further questions or 
concerns. 

 

 
 

Heavenly Father, as I worship you today, curb my wandering thoughts.  Speak to 
my heart.  Encourage me with your Word, that my faith is strengthened, my   
confidence and hope renewed, and I am recommitted to  serve you faithfully. In 
Jesus’ name, amen. 

 

Prayer before worship 

Welcome to Shepherd of the Lakes   
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THE SERVICE of WORD 
and SACRAMENT 

Pg. 26 in Christian Worship 
 

 

OPENING HYMN: CW 224………………………………………….....…………...God Himself Is Present 

 

PLEASE STAND 

 

M:  The grace of our Lord + Jesus Christ and the love of God and the fellowship of the 

Holy Spirit be with you. 

C: And also with you. 

 

CONFESSION OF SINS 

M: God invites us to come into his presence and worship him with humble and 

penitent hearts. Therefore, let us acknowledge our sinfulness and ask him to 

forgive us. 
 

C: Holy and merciful Father, I confess that I am by nature sinful and that I have     

disobeyed you in my thoughts, words, and actions.  I have done what is evil and 

failed to do what is good.  For this I deserve your punishment both now and in 

eternity.  But I am truly sorry for my sins, and trusting in my Savior Jesus Christ, I 

pray: Lord, have mercy on me, a sinner. 
 

M:  God, our heavenly Father, has been merciful to us and  has given his only Son to be 

the atoning sacrifice for our sins.  Therefore, as a called servant of Christ and by his 

authority, I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the Son + and 

of the Holy Spirit.   

C:    Amen. 
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PRAYER AND PRAISE 

LORD, HAVE MERCY—Kyrie 

M: For all that we need in life and for the wisdom to use all your gifts with gratitude 

and joy, hear our prayer, O Lord. 

 

 

 
 

M: For the steadfast assurance that nothing can separate us from your love and for the 

courage to stand firm against the assaults of Satan and every evil, hear our prayer, 

O Christ. 

 

M: For the well-being of your holy Church in all the world and for those who offer here 

their worship and praise, hear our prayer, O Lord. 

 

 

 
 

M: Merciful God, maker and preserver of life, uphold us by your power and keep us in 

your tender care. 
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M: The works of the Lord are great and glorious; his name is worthy of praise. 
 

O LORD, OUR LORD 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 

M:   Let us pray. 

Almighty God, your Son our Savior was taken up in glory and intercedes for us at 
your right hand. Through your living and abiding Word, give us hearts to know him 
and faith to follow where he has gone; who lives and reigns with you and the Holy 
Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

 

 

 

GOD’S WORD FOR TODAY  

FIRST LESSON: Acts 6:1-9, 7:2a,51-60 

The Choosing of the Seven 
6 In those days when the number of disciples was increasing, the Hellenistic 
Jews among them complained against the Hebraic Jews because their widows were 
being overlooked in the daily distribution of food. 2 So the Twelve gathered all the 
disciples together and said, “It would not be right for us to neglect the ministry of the 
word of God in order to wait on tables. 3 Brothers and sisters, choose seven men from 

 



6 

 

among you who are known to be full of the Spirit and wisdom. We will turn this 
responsibility over to them 4 and will give our attention to prayer and the ministry of 
the word.” 
5 This proposal pleased the whole group. They chose Stephen, a man full of faith and of 
the Holy Spirit; also Philip, Procorus, Nicanor, Timon, Parmenas, and Nicolas from 
Antioch, a convert to Judaism. 6 They presented these men to the apostles, who 
prayed and laid their hands on them. 
7 So the word of God spread. The number of disciples in Jerusalem increased 
rapidly, and a large number of priests became obedient to the faith. 
 

The Choosing of the Seven 
8 Now Stephen, a man full of God’s grace and power, performed great wonders and 
signs among the people. 9 Opposition arose, however, from members of the Synagogue 
of the Freedmen (as it was called)—Jews of Cyrene and Alexandria as well as the 
provinces of Cilicia and Asia—who began to argue with Stephen. 
2 To this he replied: “Brothers and fathers, listen to me!  
51 “You stiff-necked people! Your hearts and ears are still uncircumcised. You are just 
like your ancestors: You always resist the Holy Spirit! 52 Was there ever a prophet your 
ancestors did not persecute? They even killed those who predicted the coming of the 
Righteous One. And now you have betrayed and murdered him— 53 you who have 
received the law that was given through angels but have not obeyed it.” 
 

The Stoning of Stephen 
54 When the members of the Sanhedrin heard this, they were furious and gnashed their 
teeth at him. 55 But Stephen, full of the Holy Spirit, looked up to heaven and saw the 
glory of God, and Jesus standing at the right hand of God. 56 “Look,” he said, “I see 
heaven open and the Son of Man standing at the right hand of God.” 
57 At this they covered their ears and, yelling at the top of their voices, they all rushed 
at him, 58 dragged him out of the city and began to stone him. Meanwhile, the 
witnesses laid their coats at the feet of a young man named Saul. 
59 While they were stoning him, Stephen prayed, “Lord Jesus, receive my spirit.” 60 Then 
he fell on his knees and cried out, “Lord, do not hold this sin against them.” When he 
had said this, he fell asleep. 

 

PSALM OF THE DAY: CW Psalm 8 (Printed on pg. 67 in the front of the hymnal) 
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SECOND LESSON: 1 John 5:1-6  

Faith in the Incarnate Son of God 

5 Everyone who believes that Jesus is the Christ is born of God, and everyone who 
loves the father loves his child as well. 2 This is how we know that we love the children 
of God: by loving God and carrying out his commands. 3 In fact, this is love for God: to 
keep his commands. And his commands are not burdensome, 4 for everyone born of 
God overcomes the world. This is the victory that has overcome the world, even our 
faith. 5 Who is it that overcomes the world? Only the one who believes that Jesus is the 
Son of God. 
6 This is the one who came by water and blood—Jesus Christ. He did not come by water 
only, but by water and blood. And it is the Spirit who testifies, because the Spirit is the 
truth. 

 

VERSE OF THE DAY:  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
PLEASE STAND 
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GOSPEL LESSON: John 17:11b-19 

Holy Father, protect them by the power of your name, the name you gave me, so that 
they may be one as we are one. 12 While I was with them, I protected them and kept 
them safe by that name you gave me. None has been lost except the one doomed to 
destruction so that Scripture would be fulfilled. 
13 “I am coming to you now, but I say these things while I am still in the world, so that 
they may have the full measure of my joy within them. 14 I have given them your word 
and the world has hated them, for they are not of the world any more than I am of the 
world. 15 My prayer is not that you take them out of the world but that you protect 
them from the evil one. 16 They are not of the world, even as I am not of it. 17 Sanctify 
them by the truth; your word is truth. 18 As you sent me into the world, I have sent 
them into the world. 19 For them I sanctify myself, that they too may be truly sanctified. 

 
 

M: This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

 

 

 

 
 

PLEASE BE SEATED 
 

 

HYMN OF THE DAY: CW 205…………………………….………….O Lord, Look Down from Heaven  

 

SERMON 
 

 

PLEASE STAND 

 
 

CONFESSION OF FAITH: NICENE CREED 

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of 

all that is, seen and unseen. 
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We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of 

the Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not 

made, of one being with the Father. Through him all things were made.  For us and 

for our salvation, he came down from heaven, was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and 

the virgin Mary, and became fully human. For our sake he was crucified under      

Pontius Pilate.  He suffered death and was buried. On the third day he rose again in 

accordance with the Scriptures. He ascended into heaven and is seated at the right 

hand of the Father. He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and 

his kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the 

Father and the Son, who in unity with the Father and the Son is worshipped and    

glorified, who has spoken through the prophets. We believe in one holy Christian and 

apostolic Church. We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look 

for the resurrection of the dead and the life of the world to come.  Amen. 
 

 
 

OFFERING Offerings can be placed in the offering plate in the back of our sanctuary. They can 
also be mailed to our church office at 114 E. Blue Earth Avenue, Fairmont, MN 56031 or made 
on our website under the “Donate” tab at the top of the homepage or taken  to Profinium Bank 
in Fairmont . To our visitors: Our offering is not a debt we owe God, but a way that we return 
to God a portion of what he generously gave to us. Our motivation, then, is not obligation, but 
love for God. The members of Shepherd of the Lakes have joined together to spread God’s 
message both in this community and around the world. As our guest, please do not feel 
obligated to contribute.  We’re happy that you’re with us to hear about God’s love for you. 

 
PRAYER OF THE CHURCH & LORD’S PRAYER  (Taken from Christian Worship pg. 32) 

 

M: Gracious God and Father, we praise you for the countless blessings, which we 
receive from your hand: the beauties of creation and the bounties of earth, the joy 
of life and the pleasure of friendship, the good of work and the gift of rest, the 
privilege to share happiness and sorrow with one another. Above all we praise and 
thank you for your saving Word and for your Son’s body and blood, which you give 
us to eat and drink in the sacrament. Through these means of grace, you send your 
Holy Spirit into our hearts and unite us to Jesus and to the whole Christian Church 
on earth. 
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C: Strengthen us through this heavenly food; increase our trust in Christ and our     
love for one another. 

M: Great God and Lord, without your continuing help we easily waver in our faith, lose 
courage, and grow careless in our watchfulness. The times and days are perilous. 
Give us strength to face the evils of each day with fresh confidence. Open our lips 
to speak of your grace, and move us to use the gifts that you give us to share your 
Word of salvation with all people. Protect and prosper the family, the school, the 
government, and all good institutions that you have established for the benefit of 
society. Remember in mercy those who are sick and suffering, and bring your 
healing to troubled homes and lives. 

C: Move us to pray for those in need and to help them with deeds of kindness. 
 

Special prayers and intercessions may follow. 
 

M:  Hear us, Lord, as we bring you our private petitions.  
 

 

Silent prayer.  

M:  Now, eternal God and Father, keep us in the saving faith and so enable us to 
overcome all things through our Lord Jesus Christ.  

 

LORD’S PRAYER 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be 
done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our 
trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power and the 
glory forever and ever. Amen. 

 

 
 

 

THE SACRAMENT 
M: The Lord be with you. 
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M: Lift up your hearts. 

 

 

 

 
 

M: Let us give thanks to the Lord, our God. 

 

 

 
 

 
M: Praise to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ!  In love he has blessed us with every 

spiritual blessing. He raised Christ from the dead and seated him at this right hand in the 
heavenly realms and placed all things under his feet for the benefit of the Church. Now 
have come the salvation and the power and the kingdom of our God and the authority of 
his Christ.  To him who sits on the throne and to the Lamb be praise and thanks and honor 
and glory for ever and ever. 

 

HOLY, HOLY, HOLY—Sanctus 
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WORDS OF INSTITUTION 

M: Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night he was betrayed, took bread; and when he had 

given thanks, he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take and eat; this is 

my body, which is given for you.  Do this in remembrance of me.” 
 

 Then he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying, “Drink from it, all of 

you; this is my blood of the new covenant, which is poured out for you for the     

forgiveness of sins.  Do this, whenever you drink it, in remembrance of me.” 
 

M: The peace of the Lord be with you always 

 
 
 
 

 
O CHRIST, LAMB OF GOD— Agnus Dei 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

PLEASE BE SEATED 
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DISTRIBUTION 

To our visitors: Scripture teaches us that those who commune together are expressing a unity 
in faith and all of Scripture’s teachings. This is called close communion. Therefore, if you are not 
a member of Shepherd of the Lakes, the Wisconsin Synod, or the Evangelical Lutheran Synod, 
you will want to wait to commune with us until you’ve had the opportunity to learn more about 
what we believe and teach and then publicly express that unity at your confirmation. This is not 
a judgment in any way on your faith. Rather, we want you to be sure you agree with us before 
you express that unity at the Lord’s Table.  If you are interested in learning more about what 
we believe and teach or if you have any questions, please talk with our Pastor. 
 

 
PLEASE STAND 

 
THANKSGIVING 

THANK THE LORD 
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M: Hear the prayer of your people, O Lord, that the lips which have praised you here 
may glorify you in the world, that the eyes which have seen the coming of your Son 
may long for his coming again, and that all who have received in his true body and 
blood the pledge of your forgiveness may be restored to live a new and  holy life, 
through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and forever. 

C:   Amen. 

 
 

THE BLESSING 

M: Brothers and sisters, go in peace; live in harmony with one another; serve the Lord 
with gladness.  

 The Lord bless you and keep you.   
 The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.   
 The Lord look on you with favor and give you + peace. 

 

 

 

PLEASE BE SEATED 

 

CLOSING HYMN: CW 318………………………………………………...Sent Forth by God’s Blessing 
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Notes and News for May 16, 2021 

Prayer Requests 

As a we love each other as the body of  Christ, we want to "rejoice with those who rejoice 
[and] mourn with those who mourn" (Romans 12:15). If  you have any  prayer requests, 
please pass them on to Pastor that we may take them to the Lord with you!  
 

Confirmation Examination 

Confirmation is currently scheduled for May 23rd. Don't forget to join us for our Bible 
Class hour this Sunday  to hear our confirmand show you the knowledge she has learned 
and even be able to review your own knowledge!  Also, we will be holding our confirmation 
class party on May 23rd after Bible Class. Food will be provided as the children enjoy a final 
wrap up of  class and some fun. Also take note that there is still one more class session this 
Wednesday to wrap up some final instruction.  
 

Kitchen Appliances for Sale 

With the decision at our last voters meeting to remodel the church kitchen there will also be 
new appliances purchased. The current appliances will be put up for sale with our members 
having first opportunity. The appliances include a countertop microwave (cream colored), 
an over-the-range microwave (black), an under cabinet hood for a stove (white), and a dual 
fuel range (cream colored). Please note, that if  you do purchase the countertop microwave, 
they would like to keep the microwave through the project to use it until the kitchen is 
done. There is also our round table (60 inches in diameter) that is available for purchase as 
well if  anyone is interested. 
 

End of  Month Fellowship Opportunity 

The Evangelism Committee continues to try and hold fellowship events on the last Sunday 
of  every month. 

Now that the weather is beginning to improve, they have finally been able to plan an 
outdoor event! On May 30th, there will be a great opportunity to join us for some fishing 
and lunch! You can either bring your favorite picnic lunch from home or order something 
from town. The current plan is to meet at Pierce Park in town between 12:30 and 12:45 to 
enjoy some lunch together and have an opportunity to fish if  you wish. Other activities will 
also be provided if  fishing does not LURE you in ;) Pastor will be sure to update everyone 
if  the place changes between now and then! But wherever we find a place to eat and fish we 
hope you can join us! 
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Bible Information Class 

Have you wanted to know more about your Bible? Have you wanted to know more about 
what we teach at Shepherd of the Lakes? Or perhaps you'd like a good review of the chief 
teachings of the Bible and what you learned in confirmation class.  It is still not too late to 
join us. Pastor can work with your schedule to get you caught up in the first few lessons! 
Don’t hesitate if you have any interest! 
 

 

 

 

 

Remember in your Prayers this Week 

+   Anniversaries:   
+   Birthdays:  Roger Miedtke (5/20)! 

 

 
 

 

Coming Up this Week 
Sunday 5/16……………......................................................................................Worship 9:30am  
         Confirmation Examination 10:45am 
                           Sunday School 10:45am 
 
Monday 5/17……..………………………………………...Weeknight Bible Class 6:30pm             
 
Wednesday 10/21…………………………………….…..6th Grade Confirmation 4:30pm            

                  7th & 8th Grade Confirmation 6:00pm 
 
Saturday 5/22……………………………..……………....Bible Information Class 9:30am 
 
Sunday 5/23……………………………………..…..Worship with Confirmation 9:30am
                                                           Bible Class 10:45am 
                                                  Sunday School 10:45am 

Confirmation party 12:30pm 
 


