How often I have longed to gather
your children together, as a hen
gathers her chicks under her
wings, and you were not
willing

—Luke 13:34
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Second Sunday in Lent March 13, 2022

Welcome to Stephend of the Lakes

We're here to shepherd Christ’s flock and seek the lost sheep by sharing the good
news of Jesus Christ with all. Come, let us worship!

A room for any parents with children in need of a quiet place is located just
outside of the back of the sanctuary. Restrooms are located in the hallway toward
the front of the sanctuary. Please ask if you have any further questions or
concerns..

Heavenly Father, as | worship you today, curb my wandering thoughts. Speak to
my heart. Encourage me with your Word, that my faith is strengthened, my
confidence and hope renewed, and | am recommitted to serve you faithfully. In
Jesus’ name, amen.



% SERVICE of the Word %

Pg. 38 in Christian Worship

This service offers the congregation a form of worship that focuses on the proclamation of
God’s Word. Believers respond to this divine gift with prayer, praise, and thanksgiving.

OPENING HYMN: CW 224...........ooieieee ettt st e ne s God Himself Is Present

PLEASE STAND

GREETING

M: The grace of our Lord + Jesus Christ and the love of God and the fellowship of the
Holy Spirit be with you.

C: And also with you.

CONFESSION

M: We have come into the presence of God, who created us to love and serve him as
his dear children. But we have disobeyed him and deserve only his wrath and
punishment. Therefore, let us confess our sins to him and plead for his mercy.

C: Merciful Father in heaven, | am altogether sinful from birth. In countless ways |
have sinned against you and do not deserve to be called your child. But trusting
in Jesus, my Savior, | pray: Have mercy on me according to your unfailing love.
Cleanse me from my sin, and take away my guilt.

ABSOLUTION

M: God, our heavenly Father, has forgiven all your sins. By the perfect life and
innocent death of our Lord Jesus Christ, he has removed your guilt forever. You
are his own dear child. May God give you strength to live according to his will.

C: Amen.



PRAYER AND PRAISE
M: In the peace of forgiveness, let us praise the Lord.
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PRAYER OF THE DAY
M: Let us pray.

Almighty God, you see that we have no power to defend ourselves. Guard and keep us
both outwardly and inwardly from all adversities that may happen to the body and all
evil thoughts that may assault and hurt the soul; through your Son, Jesus Christ our
Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
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GOD’S WORD FOR TODAY
FIRST LESSON: Jeremiah 26:8-15

®But as soon as Jeremiah finished telling all the people everything the LORD had
commanded him to say, the priests, the prophets and all the people seized him and
said, “You must die! *Why do you prophesy in the LORD’s name that this house will be
like Shiloh and this city will be desolate and deserted?” And all the people crowded
around Jeremiah in the house of the LORD.

®When the officials of Judah heard about these things, they went up from the royal
palace to the house of the LORD and took their places at the entrance of the New Gate
of the LORD’s house. *Then the priests and the prophets said to the officials and all the
people, “This man should be sentenced to death because he has prophesied against
this city. You have heard it with your own ears!”

“Then Jeremiah said to all the officials and all the people: “The LORD sent me to
prophesy against this house and this city all the things you have heard. BNow reform
your ways and your actions and obey the LORD your God. Then the LORD will relent and
not bring the disaster he has pronounced against you. **As for me, | am in your hands;
do with me whatever you think is good and right. *°Be assured, however, that if you
put me to death, you will bring the guilt of innocent blood on yourselves and on this
city and on those who live in it, for in truth the LORD has sent me to you to speak all
these words in your hearing.”

PSALM OF THE DAY: CW 42-43 (printed on page 82 in the front of the hymnal)

SECOND LESSON: Philippians 3:17-4:1

7Join together in following my example, brothers and sisters, and just as you have us
as a model, keep your eyes on those who live as we do. ®For, as | have often told you
before and now tell you again even with tears, many live as enemies of the cross of
Christ. **Their destiny is destruction, their god is their stomach, and their glory is in
their shame. Their mind is set on earthly things. 2°But our citizenship is in heaven. And
we eagerly await a Savior from there, the Lord Jesus Christ, 2'who, by the power that
enables him to bring everything under his control, will transform our lowly bodies so
that they will be like his glorious body.

Therefore, my brothers and sisters, you whom | love and long for, my joy and crown,
stand firm in the Lord in this way, dear friends!
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VERSE OF THE DAY
Being found in appearance as a man, he humbled himself by becoming obedient to
death—even death on a cross! (Philippians 2:8)

PLEASE STAND

GOSPEL LESSON: Luke 13:31-35

*'At that time some Pharisees came to Jesus and said to him, “Leave this place and go
somewhere else. Herod wants to kill you.”

*’He replied, “Go tell that fox, ‘I will keep on driving out demons and healing people
today and tomorrow, and on the third day | will reach my goal.” **In any case, | must
press on today and tomorrow and the next day—for surely no prophet can die outside
Jerusalem!

**“)erusalem, Jerusalem, you who kill the prophets and stone those sent to you, how
often | have longed to gather your children together, as a hen gathers her chicks under
her wings, and you were not willing. **Look, your house is left to you desolate. | tell
you, you will not see me again until you say, ‘Blessed is he who comes in the name of
the Lord.””

M: This is the Gospel of the Lord.
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C: Praise be to you, O  Christ!

PLEASE BE SEATED

HYMN OF THE DAY: CW 434vv1,2............ccooeeueeerenennnes Lord, You | Love with All My Heart

SERMON

PLEASE STAND



APOSTLES’ CREED

| believe in God, the Father almighty, Maker of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy
Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died,
and was buried. He descended into hell. The third day he rose again from the
dead. He ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of God the Father
almighty. From there he will come to judge the living and the dead.

| believe in the Holy Spirit, the Holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, the
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.

OFFERINGS can be placed in the offering plate in the back of our sanctuary. They can also be
mailed to our church office at 114 E. Blue Earth Avenue, Fairmont, MN 56031 or made on our
website under the “Donate” tab at the top of the homepage or taken to Profinium Bank in
Fairmont

To our visitors: Our offering is not a debt we owe God, but a way that we return to God a
portion of what he generously gave to us. Our motivation, then, is not obligation, but love for
God. The members of Shepherd of the Lakes have joined together to spread God’s message
both in this community and around the world. As our guest, please do not feel obligated to
contribute. We’re happy that you’re with us to hear about God'’s love for you.

THANK OFFERING HYMN: CW 485vv1,2.........ccccvvvvveererenneen. We Give Thee but Thine Own

We give thee but thine own, Whate'er the gift may be;
All that we have is thine alone, A trust, O Lord, from thee.

May we thy bounties thus As stewards true receive
And gladly, as thou blessest us, To thee our firstfruits give.

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH

M: Lord God, our maker and preserver, we praise and thank you for all that you give us
day after day.

C: We are not worthy of all the mercies you show us.

M: You have given us your precious Word to nourish our souls and to protect us from
the temptations of the devil, the world, and our sinful nature.
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C: We thank you for those who teach and preach your saving truth at this place and
everywhere. Grant them a rich measure of patience, wisdom, and love.

M: Heavenly Father, we pray that you shield us from every kind of danger: sudden
catastrophe, terrors of crime, and the pain of disease. Watch over those who travel by
land, sea, and air. Keep our loved ones from whatever perils may threaten them.

C: Heal those who are sick, cheer those who are sad, calm those who are distressed,
and comfort all who are old and infirm.

M: Bless our land, our people, and those who hold offices of high trust. Keep our
government and schools upright and strong for the advancement of good citizenship
and useful vocations, that we may enjoy your gifts of peace, security, and well-being.

C: Grant your blessing to every nation on earth. Where there are wars, may there be
peace. Where there is hatred, let it be healed. Where there is poverty, danger, or
disaster, come with your almighty power to help and restore.

Special prayers and intercessions may follow.
M: Hear us, Lord, as we bring you our private petitions.
Silent prayer.

M: We bring these requests before you in the name of Jesus our Lord, and ask you to
hear us. Take all that we have, our bodies and minds, our time and skills, our ministries
and offerings, and use them to your glory.

C: We give ourselves to you that we may serve you in whatever way is pleasing in
your sight. Amen.

LORD’S PRAYER

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be
done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our
trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power and the
glory forever and ever. Amen.

PLEASE BE SEATED



HYMN: CW 417........oeeee ettt setee st e e sna e sn e e snnaene e I’m But a Stranger Here

PLEASE STAND

PRAYER

M: Almighty God, we thank you for teaching us the things you want us to believe and
do. Help us by your Holy Spirit to keep your Word in pure hearts that we may be
strengthened in faith, guided in holiness, and comforted in life and in death,
through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit,

one God, now and forever.
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THE BLESSING

M: Brothers and sisters, go in peace. Live in harmony with one another. Serve the
Lord with gladness.

The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look on you with favor and + give you peace.
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PLEASE BE SEATED

CLOSING HYMN: CW 434v3.........cco it Lord, You I Love with All My Heart



Notes and News for March 13, 2022

Prayer Requests—As a we love each other as the body of Christ, we want to "rejoice
with those who rejoice [and] mourn with those who mourn" (Romans 12:15). If you
have any prayer requests, please pass them on to Pastor that we may take them to the
Lord with you!

Fellowship Bowling—We're returning to our regularly scheduled fellowship events at
the end of the month! It has been a while but this month we are returning to our pizza
and bowling! This year we are looking at switching it around. Instead of bowling and
then getting pizza, we'll order pizza beforehand to eat at church and then go bowling.
We are also looking at bowling in Winnebago instead of in Fairmont. We'll keep you
updated! But we hope you can join us for the fun!

Business Cards Available! —Pastor has ordered new business cards for himself which
include church information on the back (including service times and Bible class times
and address). There will be some available on the table in the fellowship hall for you to
take so you can leave some behind at places or hand out to friends and acquaintances!
Don't hesitate to grab a handful!

New Hymnal Matters— Due to some specific details that need some figuring out, the
new hymnals have not yet been ordered. If you would still like a personal hymnal,
psalter, or devotion book to take home with you, you can still sign up on the sheet on
the table in the fellowship hall. The cost per hymnal is $24.00. The psalter is $22.00.
The devotional book is $15.00. If you would still like to give money toward the hymnals
or purchase one in memory of someone, you can still place your money/check in the
offering plate with a clear letter or some indication you would like it to go toward the
hymnal fund or be for purchasing a hymnal in memory of someone.

SCRIP— Don't forget about our SCRIP program, where you can purchase gift cards to
use at your favorite stores while simultaneously raising money for our church! A
portion of every SCRIP order you use goes to Shepherd of the Lakes! Didn't get it in this
month? No worries! It is an ongoing and regular program here at Shepherd of the
Lakes! Ask Lisa Swift if you have any questions!

Watch Our Worship Live—You can watch us worship live on Sundays at
9:30am by going to our YouTube page. You can scan the QR code to the
right to be taken there!




Update on WELS relief efforts for Ukraine

The situation for our brothers and sisters in the Ukrainian Lutheran Church (ULC)
remains very dire. Thankfully, we have learned that none of the pastors or
members have lost their lives, but at least some members report that their homes
have been destroyed. Some of the pastors and members have relocated to places
that are relatively safe and removed from the heavy fighting, but others remain in
areas where military activity is taking place every day. We continue to pray for their
safety.

WELS members have already been very generous with gifts intended to support
relief and humanitarian efforts both for members of the ULC and for the refugees
and local citizens in need of help. We thank you to all those who have given gifts for
Ukraine relief. Those gifts are being channeled through WELS World Missions,
which remains in contact with the ULC and is still able to transfer funds to where
they are most needed. To date, $25,000 has been sent, with additional funds to be
sent in the coming days and weeks as long as the banking system remains intact.
Individuals can give a gift by going to wels.net/give-ukraine or by sending a check
payable to WELS and designating “Ukraine” in the memo line to WELS Attn: Gift
Processing, N16W23377 Stone Ridge Drive, Waukesha, WI 53188. (Organizations
may donate via check but not online.)

Currently, collecting physical relief items (blankets, water, canned goods, diapers,
etc.) to send to Ukraine is not the best option for assisting those impacted by this
war. The expense and logistical complexity of getting such items to those who need
it make such an effort impractical. We will let you know when and if such efforts
become possible.

In addition to gifts through the Ukrainian Lutheran Church, some have made gifts to
WELS Christian Aid and Relief (CAR). With those funds, CAR has made grants to
Direct Relief (directrelief.org) to get aid to those who need assistance, especially for
Ukrainian refugees in Poland. To date, WELS Christian Aid and Relief has sent
$50,000 to Direct Relief. This highly rated disaster relief organization specializes in
providing medical assistance and supplies where they are needed most. They have
both the inventory and infrastructure to bring medical aid to an area quickly. We
have worked with this organization for many years and trust their work.

Pastor Roger Neumann is the WELS liaison to the ULC; he is in almost daily contact
with Bishop Horpynchuk, head of the ULC, and keeps us informed of the latest
news and challenges. There are periodic Ukraine updates on the WELS website at
wels.net.
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Remember in your Prayers this Week
+ Birthdays: Doris Rosener (3/15)!

+ Prayer requests:

Coming Up this Week
Sunday 3/13. ... Worship 9:30am
Bible Class 10:45am
Sunday School 10:45am

Monday 3/14.... ..o Weeknight Bible Class 6:30pm
Tuesday 3/15. ... Choir Practice 6:30pm

Chimes Practice 7:30pm
Wednesday 3/16....... ... Confirmation 4:30pm
Sunday 3/20..... ..o Worship 9:30am

Bible Class 10:45am
Sunday School 10:45am

Find and like us on Facebook at Shep-
herd of the Lakes Lutheran Church

(WELS) of Fairmont, MN
\ j w}veEochaé O. alrmon
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utheran Women's
Missionary Sodety

United to Serve Jesus
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Minnesota Valley LWMS Spring Rally

Save the Date!
April 30, 2022

At Martin Luther College in New Ulm, MN
8 am Fellowship
9 am Opening Devotion

Come hear Professor Luke Thompson and Christina
Thompson share about Campus Ministries and
working with 21st century students.

We will also have “Moments with MLC Students” as
they share experiences from mission backgrounds.

@ Hosted by St. Paul’s, St. James

lwms.org
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