
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Fifteenth Sunday after Pentecost         September 13, 2020 

 

 
 

We’re here to shepherd Christ’s flock and seek the lost sheep by sharing the good 
news of Jesus Christ with all.   Come, let us worship! 

 

 

For Your Convenience...  

A room for any parents with children in need of a quiet place is located just out-
side of the back of the sanctuary. Restrooms are located in the hallway toward 
the front of the sanctuary. Please ask if you have any further questions or con-
cerns. 

 

 
 

Heavenly Father, as I worship you today, curb my wandering thoughts.  Speak to 
my heart.  Encourage me with your Word, that my faith is strengthened, my   con-
fidence and hope renewed, and I am recommitted to  serve you faithfully. In  

 

Prayer before worship 

Welcome to Shepherd of the Lakes   
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 SERVICE of the Word 

Pg. 38 in Christian Worship 
 

This service offers the congregation a form of worship that focuses on the proclamation of 

God’s Word. Believers respond to this divine gift with prayer, praise, and thanksgiving. 

 

OPENING HYMN: CW 230…………………………….……………Lord Jesus Christ, Be Present Now 

PLEASE STAND 

 

GREETING 

M:  The grace of our Lord + Jesus Christ and the love of God and the fellowship of the 

Holy Spirit be with you. 

C:  And also with you. 
 

CONFESSION 

M: We have come into the presence of God, who created us to love and serve him as 

his dear children.  But we have disobeyed him and deserve only his wrath and   

punishment.  Therefore, let us confess our sins to him and plead for his mercy. 

 

C: Merciful Father in heaven, I am altogether sinful from birth.  In countless ways I 

have sinned against you and do not deserve to be called your child.  But trusting 

in Jesus, my Savior, I pray:  Have mercy on me according to your unfailing love.  

Cleanse me from my sin, and take away my guilt. 
 

ABSOLUTION 

M: God, our heavenly Father, has forgiven all your sins. By the perfect life and 

innocent death of our Lord Jesus Christ, he has removed your guilt forever. You   

are his own dear child.  May God give you strength to live according to his will. 

C: Amen. 
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PRAYER AND PRAISE 

M:  In the peace of forgiveness, let us praise the Lord. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

M:  Let us pray. 

O Lord Jesus Christ, preserve the congregation of believers with your never-failing 
mercy. Help us avoid whatever is wicked and harmful, and guide us in the way that 
leads to our salvation; for you live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one 
God, now and forever. 

C:    Amen. 
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GOD’S WORD FOR TODAY 

FIRST LESSON: Jeremiah 15:15-21 

Lord, you understand; 
    remember me and care for me. 
    Avenge me on my persecutors. 
You are long-suffering—do not take me away; 
    think of how I suffer reproach for your sake. 
16 When your words came, I ate them; 
    they were my joy and my heart’s delight, 
for I bear your name, 
    Lord God Almighty. 
17 I never sat in the company of revelers, 
    never made merry with them; 
I sat alone because your hand was on me 
    and you had filled me with indignation. 
18 Why is my pain unending 
    and my wound grievous and incurable? 
You are to me like a deceptive brook, 
    like a spring that fails. 

19 Therefore this is what the Lord says: 

“If you repent, I will restore you 
    that you may serve me; 
if you utter worthy, not worthless, words, 
    you will be my spokesman. 
Let this people turn to you, 
    but you must not turn to them. 
20 I will make you a wall to this people, 
    a fortified wall of bronze; 
they will fight against you 
    but will not overcome you, 
for I am with you 
    to rescue and save you,” 
declares the Lord. 
21 “I will save you from the hands of the wicked 
    and deliver you from the grasp of the cruel.” 
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PSALM OF THE DAY: Psalm 121 (on p. 112 in the front of your hymnal) 

 

SECOND LESSON: Romans 8:18-25 

Present Suffering and Future Glory 
18 I consider that our present sufferings are not worth comparing with the glory that 
will be revealed in us. 19 For the creation waits in eager expectation for the children of 
God to be revealed. 20 For the creation was subjected to frustration, not by its own 
choice, but by the will of the one who subjected it, in hope 21 that the creation itself 
will be liberated from its bondage to decay and brought into the freedom and glory of 
the children of God. 
22 We know that the whole creation has been groaning as in the pains of childbirth right 
up to the present time. 23 Not only so, but we ourselves, who have the firstfruits of the 
Spirit, groan inwardly as we wait eagerly for our adoption to sonship, the redemption 
of our bodies. 24 For in this hope we were saved. But hope that is seen is no hope at 
all. Who hopes for what they already have? 25 But if we hope for what we do not yet 
have, we wait for it patiently. 

 
VERSE OF THE DAY 

Alleluia. Your words became a joy to me, and the delight of my heart. Alleluia. 
(Jeremiah 15:16 cf. RSV) 

 

PLEASE STAND 

GOSPEL LESSON: Matthew 16:21-26 
21 From that time on Jesus began to explain to his disciples that he must go to 
Jerusalem and suffer many things at the hands of the elders, the chief priests and the 
teachers of the law, and that he must be killed and on the third day be raised to life. 
22 Peter took him aside and began to rebuke him. “Never, Lord!” he said. “This shall 
never happen to you!” 
23 Jesus turned and said to Peter, “Get behind me, Satan! You are a stumbling block to 
me; you do not have in mind the concerns of God, but merely human concerns.” 
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24 Then Jesus said to his disciples, “Whoever wants to be my disciple must deny 
themselves and take up their cross and follow me. 25 For whoever wants to save their 
life will lose it, but whoever loses their life for me will find it. 26 What good will it be for 
someone to gain the whole world, yet forfeit their soul? Or what can anyone give in 
exchange for their soul? 
 

M: This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

C: Praise be to you, O Christ! 

 
PLEASE BE SEATED 
 

HYMN OF THE DAY: CW 428……………………………….Why Should Cross and Trial Grieve Me  

 

SERMON 

 

PLEASE STAND 

 

APOSTLES’ CREED 

   I believe in God, the Father almighty, Maker of heaven and earth. 

   I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy 

Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, 

and was buried.  He descended into hell.  The third day he rose again from the 

dead.  He ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of God the Father        

almighty.  From there he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

   I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, the 

forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 
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OFFERING 

Offerings can be placed in the offering plate in the back of our sanctuary. They can also 
be mailed to our church office at 114 E. Blue Earth Avenue, Fairmont, MN 56031 or 
made on our website under the “Donate” tab at the top of the homepage or taken  to 
Profinium Bank in Fairmont   

To our visitors: Our offering is not a debt we owe God, but a way that we return to God 
a portion of what he generously gave to us. Our motivation, then, is not obligation, but 
love for God. The members of Shepherd of the Lakes have joined together to spread 
God’s message both in this community and around the world. As our guest, please do 
not feel obligated to contribute.  We’re happy that you’re with us to hear about God’s 
love for you. 

 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH & LORD’S PRAYER 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be they name, thy kingdom come, thy will 
be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us 
our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power and the 
glory forever and ever. Amen. 

 
PLEASE BE SEATED 

 
HYMN: CW 465…………………………………………….…………………...Jesus, I My Cross Have Taken 

 

PLEASE STAND 

 

PRAYER 

M:  O Lord God, our heavenly Father, pour out the Holy Spirit on your faithful people. 

Keep us strong in your grace and truth, protect and comfort us in all temptation, 

and bestow on us your saving peace, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and 

reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C:    Amen. 
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THE BLESSING 

M: Brothers and sisters, go in peace.  Live in harmony with one another.  Serve the 
Lord with gladness. 

 The Lord bless you and keep you.   

 The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.   

 The Lord look on you with favor and + give you peace. 
 

C: Amen. 

 

PLEASE BE SEATED 

 

CLOSING HYMN: CW 453vv1,5………………………………..Come, Follow Me, the Savior Spoke 
         

 

Notes and News for September 8, 2019 

Trailer Court Sale Voters Meeting—As many already know, we have a buyer of our 

trailer court property, Trees Trailer Court at 1528 Albion Avenue. We will be selling the 

property for $165,000. We need to hold a special voters meeting to approve the trustees to 

make this sale, and currently are looking to hold this meeting after our church service on 

September 27th. 

Bible Information Class—Bible Information Class is resuming at 9:30am on Saturday 
mornings. The class is open to anyone who wishes to join. Join it as a simple refresher or 
invite a friend or acquaintance who may be learning the basics of  the truth of  the Bible for 
the first time!  It’s not too late to join! Talk to Pastor if  you’re interested in learning more!  

Hymnal Return—After the meeting with the Worship Committee, it was decided that we 
would be reintroducing hymnals to the congregation with precautions in mind. Currently, 
we have enough hymnals for individuals to make one their own. They will be able to take 
their own hymnal home after worship and bring it back to worship the next week.  

Sunday School—Sunday School will begin on September 13th at 10:45am! If  you would 
like to enroll your child, you can visit the Sunday School registration link on our website, 
www.shepherdofthelakes.net 

Confirmation Class Returning—Confirmation will be starting up again this month. 
Many things will be the same as in previous years if  your child was in Confirmation already. 


