
  

 

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  
Seventeenth Sunday after Pentecost         September 27, 2020 

 

  
  

We’re here to shepherd Christ’s flock and seek the lost sheep by sharing the good 
news of Jesus Christ with all.   Come, let us worship! 

  

  

For Your Convenience...  

A room for any parents with children in need of a quiet place is located just 
outside of the back of the sanctuary. Restrooms are located in the hallway toward 
the front of the sanctuary. Please ask if you have any further questions or 
concerns. 

   

  
  

Heavenly Father, as I worship you today, curb my wandering thoughts.  Speak to 
my heart.  Encourage me with your Word, that my faith is strengthened, my   
confidence and hope renewed, and I am recommitted to  serve you faithfully. In 
Jesus’ name, amen. 

Prayer before worship 

 

Welcome to Shepherd of the Lakes   
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OPENING HYMN: CW 228…………………………….…………….Come, Rejoice before Your Maker 
 

PLEASE STAND 

 

INVOCATION 

M:  In the name of the Father and of the Son (+)and of the Holy Spirit. 

C: And also with you. 

  
 
 

         CONFESSION OF SINS 

M: Beloved in the Lord: let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins to God 
our Father, asking him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us forgiveness. 

 

C: Holy and merciful Father, I confess that I am by nature sinful and that I have 
disobeyed you in my thoughts, words, and actions.  I have done what is evil and 
failed to do what is good.  For this I deserve your punishment both now and in 
eternity.  But I am truly sorry for my sins, and trusting in my Savior Jesus Christ, I 
pray: Lord, have mercy on me, a sinner. 

 
 

LORD, HAVE MERCY Kyrie 

 
 

 

The Common Service 
Christian Worship Pg. 15. 

      The Common Service” is a version of the historic liturgy of the Christian church  
               and became the service commonly used by English-speaking Lutherans in America. 
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ABSOLUTION 

M:  God, our heavenly Father, has been merciful to us and has given his only Son to be 
the atoning sacrifice for our sins.  Therefore, as a called servant of Christ and by his 
authority, I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the Son (+) 
and of the Holy Spirit.   

C: Amen. 

  

 

 

 

PRAYER AND PRAISE 

 

 

M:  In the peace of forgiveness, let us praise the Lord.  
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 

M: The Lord be with you. 

C: And also with you. 

  

M: Let us pray. 

Lord, we pray that your mercy and grace may always go before and follow after us 
that, loving you with undivided hearts, we may be ready for every good and useful 
work; through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and 
the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C: Amen. 

  
 

PLEASE BE SEATED 
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GOD’S WORD FOR TODAY 

FIRST LESSON: Genesis 50:15-21 

Joseph Reassures His Brothers 
15 When Joseph’s brothers saw that their father was dead, they said, “What if Joseph 
holds a grudge against us and pays us back for all the wrongs we did to him?” 16 So they 
sent word to Joseph, saying, “Your father left these instructions before he died: 17 ‘This 
is what you are to say to Joseph: I ask you to forgive your brothers the sins and the 
wrongs they committed in treating you so badly.’ Now please forgive the sins of the 
servants of the God of your father.” When their message came to him, Joseph wept. 
18 His brothers then came and threw themselves down before him. “We are your 
slaves,” they said. 
19 But Joseph said to them, “Don’t be afraid. Am I in the place of God? 20 You intended 
to harm me, but God intended it for good to accomplish what is now being done, the 
saving of many lives. 21 So then, don’t be afraid. I will provide for you and your 
children.” And he reassured them and spoke kindly to them. 

 
PSALM OF THE DAY: Psalm 103 (page 105 in the front part of the hymnal) 

 

SECOND LESSON: Ephesians 4:29-5:2 
29 Do not let any unwholesome talk come out of your mouths, but only what is helpful 
for building others up according to their needs, that it may benefit those who 
listen. 30 And do not grieve the Holy Spirit of God, with whom you were sealed for the 
day of redemption. 31 Get rid of all bitterness, rage and anger, brawling and slander, 
along with every form of malice. 32 Be kind and compassionate to one 
another, forgiving each other, just as in Christ God forgave you. 5 1 Follow God’s 
example, therefore, as dearly loved children 2 and walk in the way of love, just as Christ 
loved us and gave himself up for us as a fragrant offering and sacrifice to God.  

 

VERSE OF THE DAY  

Alleluia. Everything that was written in the past was written to teach us, so that 
through endurance and the encouragement of the Scriptures we might have hope. 
Alleluia. (Romans 15:4 cf. NIV) 
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GOSPEL LESSON: Matthew 18:21-35 

After the announcement of the Gospel, the congregation speaks: 

C: Glory be to you, O Lord! 
 

The Parable of the Unmerciful Servant 
21 Then Peter came to Jesus and asked, “Lord, how many times shall I forgive my 
brother or sister who sins against me? Up to seven times?” 
22 Jesus answered, “I tell you, not seven times, but seventy-seven times. 
23 “Therefore, the kingdom of heaven is like a king who wanted to settle accounts with 
his servants. 24 As he began the settlement, a man who owed him ten thousand bags of 
gold was brought to him. 25 Since he was not able to pay, the master ordered that he 
and his wife and his children and all that he had be sold to repay the debt. 
26 “At this the servant fell on his knees before him. ‘Be patient with me,’ he begged, 
‘and I will pay back everything.’ 27 The servant’s master took pity on him, canceled the 
debt and let him go. 
28 “But when that servant went out, he found one of his fellow servants who owed him 
a hundred silver coins. He grabbed him and began to choke him. ‘Pay back what you 
owe me!’ he demanded. 
29 “His fellow servant fell to his knees and begged him, ‘Be patient with me, and I will 
pay it back.’ 
30 “But he refused. Instead, he went off and had the man thrown into prison until he 
could pay the debt. 31 When the other servants saw what had happened, they were 
outraged and went and told their master everything that had happened. 
32 “Then the master called the servant in. ‘You wicked servant,’ he said, ‘I canceled all 
that debt of yours because you begged me to. 33 Shouldn’t you have had mercy on your 
fellow servant just as I had on you?’ 34 In anger his master handed him over to the 
jailers to be tortured, until he should pay back all he owed. 
35 “This is how my heavenly Father will treat each of you unless you forgive your 
brother or sister from your heart.” 

M:  This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
C: Praise be to you, O Christ! 
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CONFESSION OF FAITH—APOSTLES’ CREED 

   I believe in God, the Father almighty, Maker of heaven and earth. 

   I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy 
Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and 
was buried.  He descended into hell.  The third day he rose again from the dead.  He 
ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of God the Father  almighty.  
From there he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

   I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, the 
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 

HYMN OF THE DAY: CW 493 ……..………………………………….Forgive Our Sins as We Forgive 

 

SERMON 

 

SERMON RESPONSE: Create in Me 
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OFFERING 
Offerings can be placed in the offering plate in the back of our sanctuary. They can also be 
mailed to our church office at 114 E. Blue Earth Avenue, Fairmont, MN 56031 or made on our 
website under the “Donate” tab at the top of the homepage or taken  to Profinium Bank in 
Fairmont   

To our visitors: Our offering is not a debt we owe God, but a way that we return to God a 
portion of what he generously gave to us. Our motivation, then, is not obligation, but love for 
God. The members of Shepherd of the Lakes have joined together to spread God’s message 
both in this community and around the world. As our guest, please do not feel obligated to 
contribute.  We’re happy that you’re with us to hear about God’s love for you. 

 

PRAYER & LORD’S PRAYER 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be 
done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our 
trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power and the 
glory forever and ever. Amen. 

 
HYMN: CW 499 ……………….………………………………………….….O God of Mercy, God of Might 

 

M:  Blessed Lord, you have given us your Holy Scriptures for our learning. May we so 
hear them, read, learn, and take them to heart, that being strengthened and 
comforted by your holy Word, we may cling to the blessed hope of everlasting life, 
through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and forever. 

C: Amen. 

 THE BLESSING 

M: The LORD bless you and keep you. 

 The LORD make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

 The LORD look on you with favor and (+) give you peace. 

C:   Amen. 

 

CLOSING HYMN: CW 329………………………………………..Lord, Dismiss Us with Your Blessing 


