
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Eighteenth Sunday after Pentecost        October 4, 2020 

 
 

 

We’re here to shepherd Christ’s flock and seek the lost sheep by sharing the good 
news of Jesus Christ with all.   Come, let us worship! 

 

 

For Your Convenience...  

A room for any parents with children in need of a quiet place is located just 
outside of the back of the sanctuary. Restrooms are located in the hallway toward 
the front of the sanctuary. Please ask if you have any further questions or 
concerns. 

 

 
 

Heavenly Father, as I worship you today, curb my wandering thoughts.  Speak to 
my heart.  Encourage me with your Word, that my faith is strengthened, my   
confidence and hope renewed, and I am recommitted to  serve you faithfully. In 
Jesus’ name, amen. 

 

Prayer before worship 

Welcome to Shepherd of the Lakes   

Don’t I have the right 
to do what I want with 
my own money? Or are 

you envious because I 
am generous? 

Matthew 20:15 
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DIVINE SERVICE I 
 

 

OPENING HYMN: CW 223………………...…………………………………..….... As We Begin Another Week 

 

PLEASE STAND 
 

 

INVOCATION 

M:  In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

C:  Amen. 
 

 

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION OF SINS 

M: Beloved in the Lord: let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins to God our 

Father, asking him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us forgiveness.  
 

C: Holy and merciful Father, I confess that I am by nature sinful and that I have disobeyed 

you in my thoughts, words, and actions.  I have done what is evil and failed to do what 

is good.  For this I deserve your punishment both now and in eternity.  But I am truly 

sorry for my sins, and trusting in my Savior Jesus Christ, I pray: Lord, have mercy on me, 

a sinner.  

 
 
LORD, HAVE MERCY—Kyrie 
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M: God, our heavenly Father, has been merciful to us and has given his only Son to be the 

atoning sacrifice for our sins. Therefore, as a called servant of Christ and by his authority, 

I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the Son (+) and of the Holy 

Spirit. 

C: Amen. 

 

PRAYER AND PRAISE 

M: In the peace of forgiveness, let us praise the Lord.  
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M:  The Lord be with you. 

C:   And also with you. 

M:  Let us pray. 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

Lord God, you call us to work in your kingdom and leave no one standing idle. Help us to 
order our lives by your wisdom and to serve you in willing obedience; through Jesus Christ, 
your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 
forever.  
 

C:  Amen. 

 

PLEASE BE SEATED 
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GOD’S WORD FOR TODAY  

FIRST LESSON: Jonah 3:10-4:11 
10 When God saw what they did and how they turned from their evil ways, he relented and 
did not bring on them the destruction he had threatened. 

Jonah’s Anger at the LORD’s Compassion 

4 But to Jonah this seemed very wrong, and he became angry. 2 He prayed to the Lord, “Isn’t 
this what I said, Lord, when I was still at home? That is what I tried to forestall by fleeing to 
Tarshish. I knew that you are a gracious and compassionate God, slow to anger and 
abounding in love, a God who relents from sending calamity. 3 Now, Lord, take away my 
life, for it is better for me to die than to live.” 
4 But the Lord replied, “Is it right for you to be angry?” 
5 Jonah had gone out and sat down at a place east of the city. There he made himself a 
shelter, sat in its shade and waited to see what would happen to the city. 6 Then 
the Lord God provided a leafy plant and made it grow up over Jonah to give shade for his 
head to ease his discomfort, and Jonah was very happy about the plant. 7 But at dawn the 
next day God provided a worm, which chewed the plant so that it withered. 8 When the sun 
rose, God provided a scorching east wind, and the sun blazed on Jonah’s head so that he 
grew faint. He wanted to die, and said, “It would be better for me to die than to live.” 
9 But God said to Jonah, “Is it right for you to be angry about the plant?” 

“It is,” he said. “And I’m so angry I wish I were dead.” 
10 But the Lord said, “You have been concerned about this plant, though you did not tend it 
or make it grow. It sprang up overnight and died overnight. 11 And should I not have 
concern for the great city of Nineveh, in which there are more than a hundred and twenty 
thousand people who cannot tell their right hand from their left—and also many animals?” 

 

PSALM OF THE DAY: Psalm 27 (page 75 in the front part of the hymnal) 

 

 

SECOND LESSON: Romans 13:11-14 

God’s Sovereign Choice 
6 It is not as though God’s word had failed. For not all who are descended from Israel are 
Israel. 7 Nor because they are his descendants are they all Abraham’s children. On the 
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contrary, “It is through Isaac that your offspring will be reckoned.” 8 In other words, it is not 
the children by physical descent who are God’s children, but it is the children of the promise 
who are regarded as Abraham’s offspring. 9 For this was how the promise was stated: “At the 
appointed time I will return, and Sarah will have a son.” 
10 Not only that, but Rebekah’s children were conceived at the same time by our father 
Isaac. 11 Yet, before the twins were born or had done anything good or bad—in order that 
God’s purpose in election might stand: 12 not by works but by him who calls—she was told, 
“The older will serve the younger.” 13 Just as it is written: “Jacob I loved, but Esau I hated.” 
14 What then shall we say? Is God unjust? Not at all! 15 For he says to Moses, 

“I will have mercy on whom I have mercy, 
    and I will have compassion on whom I have compassion.” 

16 It does not, therefore, depend on human desire or effort, but on God’s mercy. 

 

VERSE OF THE DAY:   

Alleluia. My grace is sufficient for you, for my power is made perfect in weakness. Alleluia.   
(II Corinthians 12:9a) 

 

PLEASE STAND 

 

THE GOSPEL: Matthew 20:1-16 

M: The Gospel according to Matthew chapter 20. 

C: Glory be to you, O Lord! 
 

The Parable of the Workers in the Vineyard 

 

“For the kingdom of heaven is like a landowner who went out early in the morning to hire 
workers for his vineyard. 2 He agreed to pay them a denarius for the day and sent them into 
his vineyard. 
3 “About nine in the morning he went out and saw others standing in the marketplace doing 
nothing. 4 He told them, ‘You also go and work in my vineyard, and I will pay you whatever is 
right.’ 5 So they went. 
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“He went out again about noon and about three in the afternoon and did the same 
thing. 6 About five in the afternoon he went out and found still others standing around. 
He asked them, ‘Why have you been standing here all day long doing nothing?’ 
7 “‘Because no one has hired us,’ they answered. 

“He said to them, ‘You also go and work in my vineyard.’ 
8 “When evening came, the owner of the vineyard said to his foreman, ‘Call the 
workers and pay them their wages, beginning with the last ones hired and going on to 
the first.’ 
9 “The workers who were hired about five in the afternoon came and each received a 
denarius. 10 So when those came who were hired first, they expected to receive more. 
But each one of them also received a denarius. 11 When they received it, they began to 
grumble against the landowner. 12 ‘These who were hired last worked only one hour,’ 
they said, ‘and you have made them equal to us who have borne the burden of the 
work and the heat of the day.’ 
13 “But he answered one of them, ‘I am not being unfair to you, friend. Didn’t you agree 
to work for a denarius? 14 Take your pay and go. I want to give the one who was hired 
last the same as I gave you. 15 Don’t I have the right to do what I want with my own 
money? Or are you envious because I am generous?’ 
16 “So the last will be first, and the first will be last.” 
 

M: This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

C: Glory be to you, O Lord! 
 
 

CONFESSION OF FAITH: Nicene Creed 

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of 
all that is, seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of 
the Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not 
made, of one being with the Father.  Through him all things were made.  For us and 
for our salvation, he came down from heaven, was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and 
the virgin Mary, and became fully human.  For our sake he was crucified under 
Pontius Pilate.  He suffered death and was buried.  On the third day he rose again in 
accordance with the Scriptures.  He ascended into heaven and is seated at the right 
hand of the Father.  He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and 
his kingdom will have no end. 
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We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father 
and the Son, who in unity with the Father and the Son is worshipped and glorified, who has 
spoken through the prophets.  We believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church.   We 
acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.   We look for the resurrection of the 
dead and the life of the world to come.  Amen. 

 
 

PLEASE BE SEATED 

 

HYMN OF THE DAY: CW 390 ……………….……………………………………..Salvation unto Us Has Come 

 
 

SERMON 

 
PLEASE STAND 

 

SERMON RESPONSE—Create in Me 
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PLEASE BE SEATED 

 

OFFERING 

Offerings can be placed in the offering plate in the back of our sanctuary. They can also be 
mailed to our church office at 114 E. Blue Earth Avenue, Fairmont, MN 56031 or made on 
our website under the “Donate” tab at the top of the homepage or taken  to Profinium Bank 
in Fairmont   

To our visitors: Our offering is not a debt we owe God, but a way that we return to God a 
portion of what he generously gave to us. Our motivation, then, is not obligation, but love for 
God. The members of Shepherd of the Lakes have joined together to spread God’s message 
both in this community and around the world. As our guest, please do not feel obligated to 
contribute.  We’re happy that you’re with us to hear about God’s love for you. 

 

PLEASE STAND 

 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH (taken from Christian Worship: Altar Book) 

 

LORD’S PRAYER 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed by thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done 
on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver 
us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 



11 

 

THE SACRAMENT 
PREFACE 
  

M:    The Lord be with you.  

C:     And also with you.  

M:    Lift up your hearts.  

C:     We lift them up to the Lord.  

M:    Let us give thanks to the Lord, our God.  

C:     It is good and right so to do.  

M: It is truly good and right that we should at all times and in all places give you thanks, O 

Lord, holy Father, almighty and everlasting God, through Jesus Christ our Lord, who 

promised that where two or three come together in his name, there he is with them to 

shepherd his flock till he comes again in glory. Therefore, with all the saints on earth and 

hosts in heaven, we praise your holy name and join their glorious song: 

 

HOLY, HOLY, HOLY—Sanctus 
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WORDS OF INSTITUTION 

M: Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night he was betrayed, took bread; and when he had given 
thanks, he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take and eat; this is my body, 
which is given for you.  Do this in remembrance of me.  

Then he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them saying, “Drink from it, all of you; 
this is my blood of the new covenant, which is poured out for you for the forgiveness of 
sins.  Do this, whenever you drink it, in remembrance of me.” 

The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
 

C: Amen. 

 

O CHRIST, LAMB OF GOD—Agnus Dei 
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DISTRIBUTION 

To our visitors: Scripture teaches us that those who commune together are expressing a unity in faith 
and all of Scripture’s teachings.  This is called close communion.  Therefore, if you are not a member 
of Shepherd of the Lakes, the Wisconsin Synod, or the Evangelical Lutheran Synod, you will want to 
wait to commune with us until you’ve had the opportunity to learn more about what we believe and 
teach and then publicly express that unity at your confirmation.  This is not a judgment in any way on 
your faith.  Rather, we want you to be sure you agree with us before you express that unity at the 
Lord’s Table.  If you are interested in learning more about what we believe and teach or if you have 
any questions, please talk with our Pastor. 

 

 

THANKSGIVING 
 

SONG OF SIMEON—Nunc Dimittis 
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M: O give thanks to the Lord, for he is good.  
 
 

C: And his mercy endures forever.  
 
M: We give thanks, almighty God, that you have refreshed us with this Holy Supper. We pray 

that through it you will strengthen our faith in you and increase our love for one another. 

We ask this in the name of Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the 

Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  

C: Amen.  

 
THE BLESSING 

M:   The Lord bless you and keep you.    

 The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.    

 The Lord look on you with favor and give you peace. 

C:   Amen.  
 
 

PLEASE BE SEATED 

 

 

CLOSING HYMN: CW 381……………………..….…………...........................Grace Has a Thrilling Sound 

 

 

Notes and News for October 4, 2020 

Prayer Requests 

As a we love each other as the body of Christ, we want to "rejoice with those who rejoice 
[and] mourn with those who mourn" (Romans 12:15). If you have any  prayer requests, 
please pass them on to Pastor that we may take them to the Lord with you!  

 

Elders and Council Meetings 

Elders and the Council meeting is coming up for October 13. Elders will be meeting at 6:30pm 
and the Council at 7:00pm. 
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Pastor Away 

Pastor will be gone for a wedding on the weekend of the 18th (leaving Friday the 16th and 
returning on Monday the 19th). Professor Wessel from MLC will be filling in on Sunday while 
Pastor is away 

 

LWMS Mite Box 

Our Lutheran Women will be placing their LWMS mite box on the table just outside the 
sanctuary to make their collection aiding in their conference attendance. You can put in cash 
or make a check out to Shepherd of the Lakes Lutheran Women!  The box will be out for the 
next couple of Sundays! 

 

Dedication and Open House 

What a blessing to have been worshiping in our new church building since the beginning of 
August! It is a blessing we strive to use to God's glory and for his kingdom, and with that in 
mind are planning a dedication service for our new building on October 25th. The service will 
be a celebration of the things God has blessed us with to work for him. It will take place at 
1:30pm with some refreshments to follow. All are welcome! Invite friends and guests that 
you think may be interested! If you or others are unable to make it on the 25th, feel free to 
stop by for our open house on October 24th for a viewing of our new building and some 
refreshments!  

 

Weeknight Bible Class 

If you are interested in participating in our weeknight Bible study on Mondays at 6:30pm, 
we'll be glad to have you! Let Pastor Zuehlke (PastorZuehlke@outlook.com) know if you 'd be 
interested or if you think anyone else in our community would be interested in joining so he 
can order more books as needed!  

 

Looking for Some Easy Family Devotions? 

Having family devotions is important for our faith and unity in the home! In this fast-paced 
world, sometimes it might be hard to find time to sit down with everyone to have a family 
devotion. Well, you can always go to our synod's website to find family devotions put out 
every couple of days (click here)!  You can also find them in the WELS App which you can 
download right to your phone!  
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Remember in your Prayers this Week 

+   Birthdays:  Anthony Scheff (10/7)! Sharon Scheff (10/10)! Elaine Kuske (10/10)! 
 

+   Anniversaries:  Terry & Marlene Baker (10/8, 47 years)! 
 

+   Prayer requests:  The Father of Roman Johnson who has recently been hospitalized 

 
 

 

 

 

Find and like us on Facebook at Shep-
herd of  the Lakes Lutheran Church 
(WELS) of  Fairmont, MN 

 

Coming Up this Week 
Sunday 10/4………………………………………………………………...…..Worship 9:30am 
             Bible Class 10:45am
                         Sunday School 10:45am 
 
Monday 10/5………………………………………………...…...Weeknight Bible Class 6:30pm            
 
Wednesday 10/7…………………………………………….….6th Grade Confirmation 4:30pm            

                     7th & 8th Grade Confirmation 6:00pm 
 
Sunday 10/11……………………………………………………..……………..Worship 9:30am
                         Bible Class 10:45am 
                     Sunday School 10:45am 


