
CHRISTIAN THINKING: 
FROM - FOR

Epiphany 6



ELCOME TO SHEPHERD OF THE LAKES!  We’re here to shepherd 
Christ’s flock and seek the lost sheep by sharing the good news of 
Jesus Christ with all.  Come, let us worship!

FOR YOUR CONVENIENCE, in the back corner of the sanctuary there is a room 
for any parents with children in need of a quiet place.  The restrooms are 
located on the lower level.  Please ask if you have any further questions or 
concerns.  

LORD JESUS, teach me to scorn the wisdom of this world and to trust in your 
wisdom alone – which appears as foolishness, and which even my human 
reason hates!  Create in me a clean heart, and lead me to ever-greater joy in 
your cross & empty tomb, for they mean my salvation; AMEN.

GOD’S FOREKNOWLEDGE OF EVIL:
God’s foreknowledge foresees and foreknows what is evil, yet not in the sense 
that it is God’s gracious will that evil should happen. Everything that the 
perverse, wicked will of the devil and of people wants and desires to try and 
do, God sees and knows before it happens. His foreknowledge preserves order 
also in wicked acts or works, since a limit and measure is fixed by God for the 
evil that God does not will. He limits how far it should go, how long it should 
last, and when and how He will hinder and punish it. God the Lord rules over 
all [Psalm 103:19] of this so that it must flow to the glory of the divine name 
and to the salvation of His elect, and for that reason the godless must be 
astonished [1 Corinthians 2:7–8].
Formula of Concord, Article 11   (Concordia p. 603)

YOU ARE FREE:
Jesus came to free us from sin. He did not come to free us to sin. The 
commands in the lessons today remind us just how holy our God is, and their 
dire warnings remind us just how holy he wants us to be. What does God’s 
wisdom teach us about this new life?
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OPENING HYMN: 493 – Forgive Our Sins as We Forgive

OPENING RESPONSES: CW p. 15
Please rise.

PRAYER OF THE DAY:
M: Lord God, in mercy receive the prayers of your people. Grant them the 
wisdom to know the things that please you and the grace and power always to 
accomplish them; through Jesus Christ, your Son, our Lord, who lives and 
reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C: Amen.

THE WORD
FIRST READING: Deuteronomy 30:15-20
The choice between God and sin is a choice between life & death:

15See now, today I have set before you life and prosperity, death and disaster. 
16This is what I am commanding you today: Love the LORD your God, walk 
in his ways, and keep his commandments, his statutes, and his ordinances. 
Then you will live and increase in number, and the LORD your God will bless 
you in the land that you are going to possess. 

17But if your heart turns away, and you do not listen, and you are lured away, 
and you bow down to other gods and serve them, 18then I declare to you today 
that you will most certainly perish. You will not live a long life on the land that 
you are about to enter and possess by crossing over the Jordan. 

19I call the heavens and the earth to witness against you today that I have set 
before you life and death, blessing and curse. Choose life so that you and your 
descendants may live 20by loving the LORD your God, by listening to his 
voice, and by clinging to him, because that means life for you, and you will live 
a long life on your land that the LORD swore to give to your fathers, to 
Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob.  

PSALM: 119a, p. 109
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PRESENTATION OF BIBLES to our 3rd graders

SECOND READING: 1 Corinthians 2:6-13
Godly wisdom from the Holy Spirit both reveals what God has prepared for us & 
makes us understand what God has done:
6Yet we do speak wisdom among those who are mature, but it is not a wisdom 
of this world or of the rulers of this world, who are being reduced to nothing. 
7Instead we speak God’s wisdom that has been hidden in mystery—before the 
ages, God foreordained that this wisdom would result in our glory. 8None of 
the rulers of this world knew it. (If they had known it, they would not have 
crucified the Lord of glory.) 9But as it is written: 

( What no eye has seen and no ear has heard and no human mind has 
( conceived — that is what God has prepared for those who love him. 

10But God revealed it to us through his Spirit. For the Spirit searches all 
things, even the depths of God. 11Indeed, who among men knows a man’s 
thoughts except the man’s spirit within him? So also, no one else knows God’s 
thoughts except God’s Spirit. 

12What we received is not the spirit of the world, but the Spirit who is from 
God, so that we might know the blessings freely given to us by God. 13We also 
speak about these things, not in words taught by human wisdom, but in words 
taught by the Spirit, combining spiritual truths with spiritual words. 

THEME VERSE: John 6:68
Alleluia. Lord, to whom shall we go? You have the words of eternal life. 
Alleluia. 

Alleluia!  Alleluia!  Alleluia!  

GOSPEL READING: Matthew 5:21-37
God demands true spiritual righteousness:

Glory be to you, O Lord!

13“You are the salt of the earth, but if salt has lost its flavor, how will it become 
21“You have heard that it was said to people long ago, ‘You shall not murder, 
and whoever murders will be subject to judgment.’ 
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22But I tell you that everyone who is angry with his brother without a cause 
will be subject to judgment, and whoever says to his brother, ‘Raca,’ will have 
to answer to the Sanhedrin. But whoever says, ‘You fool!’ will be in danger of 
hell fire. 

23“So if you are about to offer your gift at the altar, and there you remember 
that your brother has something against you, 24leave your gift there in front of 
the altar and go. First be reconciled to your brother. Then come and offer your 
gift. 

25“If someone accuses you, reach an agreement with him quickly, while you are 
with him on the way. Otherwise your accuser may bring you to the judge, and 
the judge may hand you over to the officer, and you will be thrown into prison. 
26Amen I tell you: You will never get out until you have paid the last penny. 

27“You have heard that it was said, ‘You shall not commit adultery,’ 28but I tell 
you that everyone who looks at a woman with lust has already committed 
adultery with her in his heart. 29If your right eye causes you to fall into sin, 
pluck it out and throw it away from you. It is better for you to lose one part of 
your body than for your whole body to be thrown into hell. 30If your right 
hand causes you to fall into sin, cut it off and throw it away from you. It is 
better for you to lose one part of your body than for your whole body to be 
thrown into hell. 

31“It was also said, ‘Whoever divorces his wife must give her a certificate of 
divorce.’ 32But I tell you that whoever divorces his wife, except for sexual 
immorality, causes her to be regarded as an adulteress. And whoever marries 
the divorced woman is regarded as an adulterer. 

33“Again you have heard that it was said to people long ago, ‘Do not break your 
oaths, but fulfill your vows to the Lord.’ 34But I tell you, do not swear at all: 
not by heaven, because it is God’s throne; 35and not by earth, because it is his 
footstool; and not by Jerusalem, because it is the city of the great King. 36And 
do not swear by your own head, since you cannot make one hair white or black. 
37Instead, let your statement be, ‘Yes, yes,’ or ‘No, no.’ Whatever goes beyond 
these is from the Evil One. 

This is the Gospel of our Lord Jesus.

Praise be to you, O Christ!

CONFESSION OF FAITH: Apostles’ Creed, p. 19
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HYMN OF THE DAY: 283 – Speak, O Savior; I Am Listening

SERMON based on 1 Corinthians 2: The Blessed Wisdom of 
From-For Living

CREATE IN ME: CW p. 20

OFFERING

OFFERING HYMN: 485 vv. 1-2 – We Give Thee But Thine Own

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH

LORD’S PRAYER: CW p. 20

HYMN: 509 – How Shall the Young Secure Their Hearts

CLOSING PRAYER: CW p. 25

CLOSING HYMN: 289 – Preserve Your Word, O Savior
NOTES

Truth in Love to Mormons presentation today during the Bible class hour.
Sign up for Feb 26 bowling.

Ash Wednesday is March 1.  Meal is 6-6:40 PM, worship is at 7 PM.  
Midweek meals & services continue through April 5.

THIS WEEK
Today!! 2 Samuel 5-7
! ! 9:30 AM - Epiphany 6 Worship
( ( 10:45 AM - Sunday School & TILM Presentaiton
Monday! 2 Samuel 11-12:25
Tuesday! 1 Kings 2-3
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! ! 6:30 PM - Elders
! ! 7 PM - Council
Wednesday! 1 Kings 8-9:9
! ! 5 PM - Catechism Class
Thursday! 1 Kings 16:29-19:18!
( ( 6:30 PM - Choir
Friday!! 2 Kings 25
Saturday! Psalm 23
! ! Scrapbook Day at Church
Sunday! Psalm 51 & 30
! ! 9:30 - Epiphany 7 Worship with Holy Communion
! ! 10:40 AM - Sunday School & Bible Study
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www.shepherdofthelakes.net
www.shepherdofthelakeslutheranchurch.net
     www.facebook.com/shepherdofthelakes

Podcast: Search for “Green Pastures with Jesus - Shepherd of the 
Lakes” in your podcast app

323 E. 1st St | Church: (507) 238-2998 | Pastor: (507) 236-9572 | Parsonage: (507) 238-9663  
PastorHagen@icloud.com | Chairman Roman Johnson:  (507) 235-2685
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MY	WORSHIP	NOTES	
For	children	to	use	during	worship.	

NAME:			 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 DATE:			 	 	 	 	

What	is	the	name	of	the	church	season	or	special	day	today?			 	 	 	 	 	

What	is	the	color	of	the	church	today?		Circle	one:	 	 	 	

	 Blue					White					Purple					Red					Green	

	

The	Sermon	Text	Was:				 	 	 	 	 	 	 	

This	is	in	the:										Old	Testament	 											New	Testament	

What	was	the	sermon	about?			 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	

	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	

	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	

	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	

	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	

My	favorite	song	today	was:	

	 	 	 	

Did	we	have	a	Sacrament	today?									Draw	a	picture	of	something	you	heard	or	saw	today:	

	
	
	

What	did	you	learn	about	God	today?	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	

	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	

	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	

Bap2sm? Communion?
Yes Yes
No No


