
THE POWER OF THE 
MOST HIGH

The Festival of the Annunciation



ELCOME TO SHEPHERD OF THE LAKES!  We’re here to shepherd 
Christ’s flock and seek the lost sheep by sharing the good news of 
Jesus Christ with all.  Come, let us worship!

FOR YOUR CONVENIENCE, in the back corner of the sanctuary there is a room 
for any parents with children in need of a quiet place.  The restrooms are 
located on the lower level.  Please ask if you have any questions or concerns.

LORD JESUS, you humbly took on flesh within the womb of the Virgin Mary.  
Lead us to marvel at this miracle, rejoice at your victory over death, and look 
forward to the day when we will join you forever in heaven; AMEN.

TWO NATURES, UNITED IN ONE PERSON:
1. The divine and human natures in Christ are personally united. So there are 
not two Christs, one the Son of God and the other the Son of Man. But one 
and the same person is the Son of God and Son of Man (Luke 1:35; Romans 
9:5).
2. We believe, teach, and confess that the divine and human natures are not 
mingled into one substance, nor is one changed into the other. Each keeps its 
own essential properties, which can never become the properties of the other 
nature.
Formula of Concord, Article 8     (Concordia p. 491)

THE INCARNATION ANNOUNCED:
At the Incarnation, announced by the angel Gabriel, God accomplishes the 
impossible – the eternal Son of God shares our human flesh within the womb 
of Mary.  What does this announcement tell us about our Christian 
faith today?
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OPENING HYMN: Praise We the Lord This Day 
(#274 from The Lutheran Hymnal)

1. Praise we the Lord this day,   This day so long foretold,
Whose promise shone with cheering ray   On waiting saints of old.

2. The Prophet gave the sign   For faithful men to read:
A virgin, born of David's line,   Shall bear the promised Seed.

3. Ask not how this should be,   But worship and adore
Like her whom God's own majesty   Came down to shadow o'er.

4. Meekly she bowed her head   To hear the gracious word,
Mary, the pure and lowly maid,   The favored of the Lord.

6. Jesus, the Virgin's Son,   We praise Thee and adore,
Who art with God the Father One   And Spirit evermore. Amen.

LITURGY: CW p. 38
Please rise.

PRAYER OF THE DAY:
M: Eternal God, you sent your holy angel to announce to Mary the gracious 
incarnation of your Son and awakened in your servant a simple faith to trust 
your Word.  Give us such faith, O Lord, and let us stand in awe at your 
miracles and majesty that we may find in the suffering, death, and resurrection 
of our Savior your declaration of peace and your promise of eternal life; 
through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy 
Spirit, one God, now and forever.

C: Amen.
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THE WORD
FIRST READING: Isaiah 7:10-14
The sign of the Messiah:

10 Again the LORD spoke to Ahaz, 11 “Ask the LORD your God for a sign, 
whether in the deepest depths or in the highest heights.” 
12 But Ahaz said, “I will not ask; I will not put the LORD to the test.”  
13 Then Isaiah said, “Hear now, you house of David! Is it not enough to try the 
patience of men? Will you try the patience of my God also? 14 Therefore the 
Lord himself will give you a sign: The virgin will be with child and will give 
birth to a son, and will call him Immanuel.

PSALM OF THE DAY: 148, p. 121

SECOND READING: Hebrews 10:5-10
The Old Testament sacrifices were supposed to foreshadow the sacrifice of Christ – 
and Christ, our perfect sacrifice, has perfectly fulfilled God’s law:

5 Therefore, when Christ came into the world, he said: 
% “Sacrifice and offering you did not desire, 
% but a body you prepared for me; 
6 % with burnt offerings and sin offerings 
% you were not pleased. 
7% Then I said, ‘Here I am—it is written about me in the scroll— 
% I have come to do your will, O God.’ ”
8 First he said, “Sacrifices and offerings, burnt offerings and sin offerings 
you did not desire, nor were you pleased with them” (although the law 
required them to be made). 9 Then he said, “Here I am, I have come to 
do your will.” He sets aside the first to establish the second. 10 And by 
that will, we have been made holy through the sacrifice of the body of 
Jesus Christ once for all. 

THEME VERSE: Luke 1:49a
“The Mighty One has done great things for me.”

Thanks be to God.
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GOSPEL READING: Luke 1:26-38
God sends Gabriel to announce the miraculous Child:
26 In the sixth month, God sent the angel Gabriel to Nazareth, a town in 
Galilee, 27 to a virgin pledged to be married to a man named Joseph, 

a descendant of David. The virgin’s name was Mary. 28 The angel went to her 
and said, “Greetings, you who are highly favored! The Lord is with you.” 

29 Mary was greatly troubled at his words and wondered what kind of greeting 
this might be. 30 But the angel said to her, “Do not be afraid, Mary, you have 
found favor with God. 31 You will be with child and give birth to a son, and you 
are to give him the name Jesus. 32 He will be great and will be called the Son of 
the Most High. The Lord God will give him the throne of his father David, 33 
and he will reign over the house of Jacob forever; his kingdom will never end.” 

34 “How will this be,” Mary asked the angel, “since I am a virgin?” 

35 The angel answered, “The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the power of 
the Most High will overshadow you. So the holy one to be born will be called 
the Son of God. 36 Even Elizabeth your relative is going to have a child in her 
old age, and she who was said to be barren is in her sixth month. 37 For 
nothing is impossible with God.” 

38 “I am the Lord’s servant,” Mary answered. “May it be to me as you have 
said.” Then the angel left her. 

This is the Gospel of our Lord Jesus.
Praise be to you, O Christ!

HYMN OF THE DAY: 24 – The Angel Gabriel from Heaven 
Came

SERMON based on Luke 1: The Impossible Fulfillment of the 
Incarnation

CONFESSION OF FAITH: Apostles’ Creed, p. 41

OFFERING
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RESPONSIVE PRAYER OF THE CHURCH:
Please rise.

M: Eternal Christ, the ruler of all ages, you are without beginning or end;

C: Yet you chose to be born an infant in time.  Praise to you, O Lord. 

Eternal Son of God, you are God whom no has seen or can see;

Yet you chose to be born a human, the Son of Mary.  Praise to you, O 
Lord.

O eternal Christ, the all-powerful, you hold the mountains in the palm of your 
hand;

Yet you chose to be wrapped in swaddling clothes.  Praise to you, O 
Lord.

O eternal Christ, the eternal glory, countless angels endlessly praise you;

Yet you chose to be rocked to sleep, by the songs of the daughter of 
David.  Praise to you, O Lord. 

O eternal Christ, the universal provider – the eyes of all look to you, and you 
give them their food at the proper time;

Yet you chose to hunger for the milk of your mother.  Praise to you, O 
Lord.

O eternal Christ, the infinite, heaven and earth cannot contain you:

Yet you rested in the arms of Mary.  Praise to you, O Lord. 

O eternal Christ, the perfect joy, you are the source of the happiness of heaven 
and earth;

Yet you cried as a little child.  Praise to you, O Lord. 

O eternal Christ, the eternal Word, you are the light of all created intelligence:

Yet you were placed in a manger, and learned from your earthly 
parents.  Praise to you, O Lord.

Additional prayers or intercessions, concluded with a few moments for private prayer.

All this we ask through Christ our Lord, who also taught us to pray: 
Lord’s Prayer

HYMN: 278 – Holy God, We Praise Your Name
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CLOSING PRAYER: CW p. 43

CLOSING HYMN: 279 – O Word of God Incarnate
NOTES

7 PM Midweek Lenten Services continue, preceded by a meal 6-6:40 PM.
Family Fun Fair this Friday.  Setup is between 3:45 & 4:15 PM.

  

THIS WEEK
Today!! Acts 13-14
! ! 9:30 AM - Festival of the Annunciation
! ! 10:45 AM - Bible Class & Sunday School
Monday! Acts 15
Tuesday! Acts 16-20
! ! Treasure Haus Work Day
! ! 7 PM - CAP Class
Wednesday!Acts 25-28
! ! 5 PM - Catechism
% % 6 PM - Midweek Meal
% % 7 PM - Lenten Worship
Thursday! Romans 8
Friday!! Galatians 5-6
! ! 3:45-8 PM - Family Fun Fair
Saturday! Ephesians 5-6
Sunday! Philippians 4
! ! 9:30 AM - Lent 3 Worship with Holy Communion
! ! 10:45 AM - Bible Class & Sunday School
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Podcast: Search for “Green Pastures with Jesus - Shepherd of the Lakes” 
in your podcast app
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MY	WORSHIP	NOTES	
For	children	to	use	during	worship.	

NAME:			 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 DATE:			 	 	 	 	

What	is	the	name	of	the	church	season	or	special	day	today?			 	 	 	 	 	

What	is	the	color	of	the	church	today?		Circle	one:	 	 	 	

	 Blue					White					Purple					Red					Green	

	

The	Sermon	Text	Was:				 	 	 	 	 	 	 	

This	is	in	the:										Old	Testament	 											New	Testament	

What	was	the	sermon	about?			 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	

	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	

	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	

	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	

	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	

My	favorite	song	today	was:	

	 	 	 	

Did	we	have	a	Sacrament	today?									Draw	a	picture	of	something	you	heard	or	saw	today:	

	
	
	

What	did	you	learn	about	God	today?	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	

	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	

	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	

Bap2sm? Communion?
Yes Yes
No No


