
Pentecost 12



ELCOME TO SHEPHERD OF THE LAKES!  We’re here to shepherd 
Christ’s flock and seek the lost sheep by sharing the good news of 
Jesus Christ with all.  Come, let us worship!

LORD JESUS, Son of the Most High: You were not ashamed to take on our 
flesh and blood, becoming our brother.  Give us the words and courage to 
confess your name clearly, speaking the truth in love at every opportunity.  
Lead us to see how you share our humanity, that we may be encouraged in the 
battle against sin & doubt – to your glory; AMEN.

THE PERSON JESUS:
 1. The divine and human natures in Christ are personally united. So there are 
not two Christs, one the Son of God and the other the Son of Man. But one 
and the same person is the Son of God and Son of Man (Luke 1:35; Romans 
9:5).
2. We believe, teach, and confess that the divine and human natures are not 
mingled into one substance, nor is one changed into the other. Each keeps its 
own essential properties, which can never become the properties of the other 
nature.
Formula of Concord, Article 8  (Concordia p. 492)

ROOTED:
Wherever faith clings to the promises of God, doubt is always right there 
lingering in the back of our mind, constantly asking the serpent’s Garden 
question, “Did God really say?” Today’s lessons show us believers who had faith 
in God and his abilities to save them, but yet doubted when his plans or 
purpose failed to match theirs. In each case, the true answer to doubt is not 
found in the great miracle that removes adversity, but in the Word of God. 
Today we hear our Savior God ask us, “Why did you doubt?”, and we see that 
the Christian answers doubt with faith. 
How does the ancestry of Jesus encourage doubting Christians?
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OPENING HYMN: Morning Hymn, CW p. 45

THE WORD
FIRST READING: 1 Kings 19:9-18
Victory at Mt. Carmel is followed by doubt; yet God promises to accomplish his 
purposes through his Word: 
9He [Elijah] came to a cave and spent the night there. 
Then the word of the LORD suddenly came to him saying, “Why are you here, 
Elijah?” 
10He said, “I have been very zealous for the LORD, the God of Armies, but 
the people of Israel have abandoned your covenant. They have torn down your 
altars and killed your prophets with the sword. I alone am left, and they are 
seeking to take my life.” 
11Then the LORD said, “Go out and stand on the mountain in the presence of 
the LORD, for the LORD is passing by.” Then a great and powerful wind tore 
the mountains and shattered rocks before the LORD, but the LORD was not 
in the wind. 
After the wind came an earthquake, but the LORD was not in the earthquake. 
12After the earthquake there was a fire, but the LORD was not in the fire. 
After the fire there was a soft, whispering voice. 
13When Elijah heard it, he wrapped his face in his cloak, and he went out and 
stood at the entrance to the cave. Then a voice came to him and said, “Why 
are you here, Elijah?” 
14He said, “I have been very zealous for the LORD, the God of Armies, but 
the people of Israel have abandoned your covenant. They have torn down your 
altars and killed your prophets with the sword. I alone am left, and they are 
seeking to take my life.” 
15Then the LORD said to him, “Go back the way you came and go to the 
Wilderness of Damascus. When you get there, you are to anoint Hazael as king 
over Aram. 16You will also anoint Jehu son of Nimshi as king over Israel and 
Elisha son of Shaphat from Abel Meholah as prophet in your place. 17Whoever 
escapes the sword of Hazael, Jehu will kill, and whoever escapes the sword of 
Jehu, Elisha will kill. 18But I have preserved in Israel seven thousand whose 
knees have not bent to Baal and whose lips have not kissed him.” 

PSALM OF THE DAY: 73, p. 94
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SECOND READING: Romans 9:1-5
In answer to doubt, the unbroken chain of God’s promises has been fulfilled in 
Christ:
I am speaking the truth in Christ—I am not lying—my conscience testifies 
with me in the Holy Spirit 2that I have great sorrow and continuous pain in my 
heart. 3For I almost wish that I myself could be cursed and separated from 
Christ in place of my brothers, my relatives according to the flesh, 4those who 
are Israelites. Theirs are the adoption as sons, the glory, the covenants, the 
giving of the law, the worship, and the promises. 5Theirs are the patriarchs, and 
from them, according to the flesh, came the Christ, who is God over all, 
eternally blessed. Amen. 

THEME VERSE: Hebrews 11:1
Alleluia. Now faith is being sure of what we hope for and certain of what we do 
not see. Alleluia. 
Thanks be to God!  Alleluia!

GOSPEL READING: Matthew 14:22-33
With Jesus, there is never any need to doubt. :
22Immediately Jesus urged the disciples to get into the boat and to go ahead of 
him to the other side, while he dismissed the crowd. 23After he had dismissed 
the crowd, he went up onto the mountain by himself to pray. When evening 
came, he was there alone. 24By then the boat was quite a distance from shore, 
being pounded by the waves because the wind was against it. 25In the fourth 
watch of the night, Jesus came toward them, walking on the sea. 26When the 
disciples saw him walking on the sea, they were terrified and cried out in fear, 
“It’s a ghost!” 27But Jesus spoke to them at once, saying, “Take heart! It is I! Do 
not be afraid.” 

28Peter answered him and said, “Lord, if it is you, command me to come to you 
on the water.” 

29Jesus said, “Come!” 

Peter stepped down from the boat, walked on the water, and went toward 
Jesus. 30But when he saw the strong wind, he was afraid. As he began to sink, 
he cried out, “Lord, save me!” 
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31Immediately Jesus stretched out his hand, took hold of him, and said to him, 
“You of little faith, why did you doubt?” 32When they got into the boat, the 
wind stopped. 33Those who were in the boat worshipped him, saying, “Truly 
you are the Son of God!” 

CONFESSION OF FAITH: Small Catechism Explanation to the 
Second Article (1529)
I believe that Jesus Christ, true God, begotten of the Father from 
eternity, and also true man, born of the Virgin Mary, is my Lord.

He has redeemed me, a lost and condemned creature, purchased and 
won me from all sin, from death, and from the power of the devil, not 
with gold or silver but with his holy, precious blood, and with his 
innocent suffering and death.

All this he did that I should be his own, and live under him in his 
kingdom, and serve him in everlasting righteousness, innocence, and 
blessedness, just as he has risen from death and lives and rules 
eternally.

This is most certainly true.

HYMN OF THE DAY: 384 – By Grace I’m Saved

SERMON based on Romans 9: The Far-Off God

SUNG CONFESSION OF FAITH: Te Deum, CW p. 48

OFFERING

KYRIE & LORD’S PRAYER: CW p. 50

HYMN: CWS 768 – How Firm a Foundation (next page)
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CLOSING PRAYERS: CW p. 50

CLOSING HYMN: 422 – Jesus, Lead Us On

Book Club at Graffiti Corner this Tuesday at 7 PM.  

Catechism starts Sept 6.  5-8 grade students start with review & quiz at 5 
PM, and all are welcome for regular class – 5:30-6:45 PM.  

Bible Basics Membership Class begins Sept 9 at 9:15 AM. 

Worship in the Park, September 10.  Sunday School starts September 17.  
CAP Class resumes Sept 19. QVM October 1.  Fall Cleanup, October 7.
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Podcast: Search for “Green Pastures with Jesus” in your podcast 
app
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THIS WEEK
Today"" Matthew 9
" " 9:30 AM - Pentecost 12A Worship
" " 10:51 AM - Bible Study: The Doctrine of the Call
Monday" Matthew 10
Tuesday" Matthew 11
) ) 7 PM - Book Club at Graffiti Corner
Wednesday"Matthew 12
Thursday" Matthew 13
Friday"" Matthew 14
Saturday" Matthew 15
) ) 8 AM - Men’s Bible Breakfast @The Ranch
Sunday" Matthew 16
" " 9:30 AM - Pentecost 13A Worship with Holy 
" " Communion
" " 10:52 AM - Bible Class

LIBRARY CORNER
We’ll occasionally feature a book or series of books which are available in our church library.  

People’s Bible Teachings series: 
This topical series of books gives an approachable overview of most 
major teachings in the Bible.  Each book is written by a parish pastor or 
professor.  Topics include the Bible, the Holy Spirit, the Lord’s Supper, 
Jesus Christ, Church Fellowship, Predestination, the End Times, Angels 
& Demons, and many more.  

The books are generally around a hundred pages (although the book on 
End Times is substantially longer than the rest) and could probably be 
read with minimal time investment.  Some members have used these 
books for a few minutes of evening reading before bedtime.  Although 
they are simple to read, these books explain challenging truths in 
straightforward, applicable language.  Check one out today!
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