
Pentecost 17 Worship with Holy Communion



ELCOME TO SHEPHERD OF THE LAKES!  We’re here to shepherd 
Christ’s flock and seek the lost sheep by sharing the good news of 
Jesus Christ with all.  Come, let us worship!

FOR YOUR CONVENIENCE, in the back corner of the sanctuary there is a room 
for any parents with children in need of a quiet place.  The restrooms are 
located on the lower level.  Please ask if you have any further questions or 
concerns.  

SON OF GOD, LORD JESUS: You won our forgiveness and entrusted the 
power of your forgiveness into our hands – for the purpose of building others 
up in the truth, for announcing guilt or forgiveness.  Grant that we use these 
tools faithfully, so that many more may live in the freedom of forgiveness; 
AMEN.

GOD’S PURPOSE FOR PRAYER:
We believe, teach, and confess that the community of God in every place and 
every time has, according to its circumstances, the good right, power, and 
authority to change and decrease or increase ceremonies that are truly 
adiaphora. They should do this thoughtfully and without giving offense, in an 
orderly and appropriate way, whenever it is considered most profitable, most 
beneficial, and best for good order, Christian discipline, and the Church’s 
edification. Furthermore, we can yield and give in with a good conscience to 
the weak in faith in such outward adiaphora. Paul teaches this in Romans 14 
and proves it by his example (see Acts 16:3; 21:26; 1 Corinthians 9:19).
Formula of Concord, Article 10  (p. 598)

THE BASICS: FREEDOM
Anytime we try to imitate God, we quickly realize our inadequacy. Yet today 
God tells us to model our forgiveness on his: a boundless, free, and loving 
forgiveness based on the sacrifice of Christ. How could our sinful hearts ever 
forgive like that? 
How do we find freedom in slavery to God?
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OPENING HYMN: 238 – Oh, Bless the Lord, My Soul

OPENING RESPONSES: CW p. 15
Please rise.

PRAYER OF THE DAY:
M: Lord, we pray that your mercy and grace may always go before and follow 
after us that, loving you with undivided hearts, we may be ready for every good 
and useful work; through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns 
with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C: Amen.

THE WORD
FIRST READING: Genesis 50:15-21
Through tears, Joseph forgives his brothers as God forgave him:
15When Joseph’s brothers saw that their father was dead, they said, “It may be 
that Joseph will hate us and will pay us back in full for all of the evil that we did 
to him.” 

16They sent the following message to Joseph: “Before he died your father 
commanded us, 17‘You are to tell Joseph, “Please forgive the offense of your 
brothers and their sin, because they did evil to you.”’ Now, please forgive the 
offense of the servants of the God of your father.” 

Joseph wept when they spoke to him. 

18His brothers also came and fell down in front of him, and they said, “See 
now, we are your servants.” 

19Joseph said to them, “Do not be afraid, for am I in the place of God? 20You 
meant evil against me, but God meant it for good, to bring this to pass and to 
keep many people alive, as it is this day. 21Now therefore do not be afraid. I 
will nourish you and your little ones.” He comforted them and spoke to them 
in a kind way. 

PSALM: 103, p. 105
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SECOND READING: Romans 14:5-9
Forgiveness from the Lord means freedom to serve one another:
5One person values one day above another. Another person values every day 
the same. Let each person be fully convinced in his own mind. 6The person 
who honors a certain day does this for the Lord, and the person who eats does 
this for the Lord, because he gives thanks to God. And the person who does 
not eat does this for the Lord and gives thanks to God. 

7In fact, not one of us lives for himself, and not one dies for himself. 8Indeed, 
if we live, we live for the Lord, and if we die, we die for the Lord. So whether 
we live or die, we belong to the Lord. 9For this reason he died, rose, and lived, 
to be Lord of both the dead and the living. 

THEME VERSE: Romans 15:4
Alleluia. Everything that was written in the past was written to teach us, so 
that through endurance and the encouragement of the Scriptures we might 
have hope. Alleluia. 

Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia!

GOSPEL READING: Matthew 18:21-35
Forgiveness from God is beyond any human comparison:

Glory be to you, O Lord!

21Then Peter came up and asked Jesus, “Lord, how many times must I forgive 
my brother when he sins against me? As many as seven times?” 

22Jesus said to him, “Not seven times, but I tell you as many as seventy-seven 
times. 23For this reason the kingdom of heaven is like a king who wanted to 
settle accounts with his servants. 24When he began to settle them, a man who 
owed him ten thousand talents was brought to him. 25Because the man was 
not able to pay the debt, his master ordered that he be sold, along with his 
wife, children, and all that he owned to repay the debt. 

26“Then the servant fell down on his knees in front of him, saying, ‘Master, be 
patient with me, and I will pay you everything!’ 27The master of that servant 
had pity on him, released him, and forgave him the debt. 

28“But when that servant went out, he found one of his fellow servants who 
owed him one hundred denarii. He grabbed him and began choking him, 
saying, ‘Pay me what you owe!’ 

4



29“So his fellow servant fell down and begged him, saying, ‘Be patient with me, 
and I will pay you back!’ 30But he refused. Instead he went off and threw the 
man into prison until he could pay back what he owed. 

31“When his fellow servants saw what had happened, they were very 
distressed. They went and reported to their master everything that had taken 
place. 

32“Then his master called him in and said to him, ‘You wicked servant! I 
forgave you all that debt when you begged me to. 33Should you not have had 
mercy on your fellow servant just as I had mercy on you?’ 34His master was 
angry and handed him over to the jailers until he could pay back everything he 
owed. 

35“This is what my heavenly Father will also do to you unless each one of you 
forgives his brother from his heart.” 

This is the Gospel of our Lord Jesus.

Praise be to you, O Christ!

CONFESSION OF FAITH: Nicene Creed, p. 18

HYMN OF THE DAY: 493 – Forgive Our Sins as We Forgive

SERMON based on Romans 14: The Blessed Freedom of 
Slavery to the Lord

CREATE IN ME: CW p. 20

OFFERING

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH

LORD’S PRAYER
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THE SACRAMENT
For our Holy Communion practice, please see the purple sheet in the pew racks.

COMMUNION LITURGY: p. 21

DISTRIBUTION HYMN: 359 – Jesus, my Great High Priest

SONG OF SIMEON: CW p. 24

CLOSING HYMN: 521 – Lord of All Nations, Grant Me Grace

NOTES
QVM today.

The Lutheran Women are hosting a food drive for the MLC Food Bank, 
collecting items at the back of church until Oct 15. 

THIS WEEK
Today!! Mark 16
! ! 9:30 AM - Pentecost 17 Worship with Holy Communion
& & 10:53 AM - Quarterly Voters’ Mtg
Monday! Luke 1
Tuesday! Luke 2
& & 7 PM - CAP Class: Christology
Wednesday!Luke 3
! ! 5 PM - Catechism Class
Thursday! Luke 4
! ! 6 PM - Lutheran Women Project Hour
& & 7 PM - Bible Study
& & 7:30 - Business Mtg
Friday!! Luke 5
Saturday! Luke 6
! ! 8 AM - Men’s Bible Breakfast  9 AM - Fall Family Cleanup
Sunday! Luke 7
! ! 9:30 - Pentecost 18 Worship 
! ! 10:56 AM - Bible Class: Why does creation matter?

6323 E. 1st St | Church: (507) 238-2998 | Pastor: (507) 236-9572 | Parsonage: (507) 238-9663  
PastorHagen@icloud.com | Chairman Roman Johnson:  (507) 235-2685

mailto:PastorHagen@icloud.com
mailto:PastorHagen@icloud.com
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Podcast: Search for “Green Pastures with Jesus” 

This We Believe: Christ’s Return & the Final Judgment
Occasionally, we’ll feature select portions from our Wisconsin Synod Statement 

of Belief, which is entitled “This We Believe.”  Today’s selection is a portion of 
the discussion about Jesus’ return and judgment:

1. We believe that Jesus, true God and true man, who rose from death and 
ascended to the right hand of the Father, will come again. He will return 
visibly, in the same way as his disciples saw him go into heaven (Acts 1:11).
2. We believe that no one can know the exact time of Jesus’ return. This 
knowledge is hidden even from the angels in heaven (Matthew 24:36). 
Nevertheless, our Lord has given signs to his believers to keep them in 
constant expectation of his return (Matthew 24:4-14). He has told them to be 
alert and to watch so that day will not come upon them unexpectedly (Luke 
21:34).
3. We believe that at Jesus’ return this present world will come to an end. “In 
keeping with his promise we are looking forward to a new heaven and a new 
earth, the home of righteousness” (2 Peter 3:13).
4. We believe that when Jesus returns and his voice is heard throughout the 
earth, all the dead will rise, that is, their souls will be reunited with their 
bodies (John 5:28,29). Together with those still living, the resurrected will 
appear before his throne of judgment. The unbelievers will be condemned to 
an eternity in hell. Those who by faith have been cleansed in the blood of 
Christ will be glorified and will live with Jesus forever in the blessed presence 
of God in heaven (Philippians 3:21).

http://www.ShepherdOfTheLakes.net
http://www.ShepherdOfTheLakes.net
http://www.shepherdofthelakeslutheranchurch.net
http://www.shepherdofthelakeslutheranchurch.net
http://www.facebook.com/shepherdofthelakes
http://www.facebook.com/shepherdofthelakes
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MY	WORSHIP	NOTES	
For	children	to	use	during	worship.	

NAME:			 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 DATE:			 	 	 	 	

What	is	the	name	of	the	church	season	or	special	day	today?			 	 	 	 	 	

What	is	the	color	of	the	church	today?		Circle	one:	 	 	 	

	 Blue					White					Purple					Red					Green	

	

The	Sermon	Text	Was:				 	 	 	 	 	 	 	

This	is	in	the:										Old	Testament	 											New	Testament	

What	was	the	sermon	about?			 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	

	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	

	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	

	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	

	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	

My	favorite	song	today	was:	

	 	 	 	

Did	we	have	a	Sacrament	today?									Draw	a	picture	of	something	you	heard	or	saw	today:	

	
	
	

What	did	you	learn	about	God	today?	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	

	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	

	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	

Bap2sm? Communion?
Yes Yes
No No


