
CHRIST ALONE
500th Anniversary of the Lutheran Reformation with Holy Communion



ELCOME TO SHEPHERD OF THE LAKES!  We’re here to shepherd 
Christ’s flock and seek the lost sheep by sharing the good news of 
Jesus Christ with all.  Come, let us worship!

FOR YOUR CONVENIENCE, in the back corner of the sanctuary there is a room 
for any parents with children in need of a quiet place.  The restrooms are 
located on the lower level.  Please ask if you have any further questions or 
concerns.  

SON OF GOD, LORD JESUS: You alone have justified us – that is, earned for 
us God’s declaration of “not guilty.”  Grant that we always see & treasure this 
truth, that we apply it to our lives, and that we confess it clearly; AMEN.

CHRIST ALONE:
The first and chief article is this: 1 Jesus Christ, our God and Lord, died for our 
sins and was raised again for our justification (Romans 4:24–25).  2 He alone is 
the Lamb of God who takes away the sins of the world (John 1:29), and God 
has laid upon Him the iniquities of us all (Isaiah 53:6).  3 All have sinned and 
are justified freely, without their own works or merits, by His grace, through 
the redemption that is in Christ Jesus, in His blood (Romans 3:23–25).  4 This is 
necessary to believe. This cannot be otherwise acquired or grasped by any 
work, law, or merit. Therefore, it is clear and certain that this faith alone 
justifies us. 
Smalcald Articles, Second Part, Article 1  (Concordia p. 262)

REFORMATION 500: CHRIST ALONE
The three “solas” of the Reformation do not fly solo, of course. Grace is in 
Christ; saving faith is in Jesus; Scripture is centered on Christ.
Why is this simple truth so important?
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OPENING RESPONSES: CW p. 15
Please rise.

PRAYER OF THE DAY:
M: Heavenly Father, in your undeserved love you sent us your Son, Jesus, to be 
the only Savior this world will ever know or need. He who had no sin became 
sin for us, so that in him we might become the righteousness of God. Help us 
to daily live in repentance and to cherish his saving work for us, so that we no 
longer live for ourselves but for him who died for us and was raised again. 

C: Amen.

THE WORD
FIRST READING: Isaiah 45:5-6, 18-25
The LORD alone promises that he will save:
5 I am the Lord, and there is no other; apart from me there is no God.  I will 
strengthen you, though you have not acknowledged me, 6 so that from the 
rising of the sun to the place of its setting men may know there is none besides 
me.  I am the Lord, and there is no other. 

18 For this is what the Lord says — 

% he who created the heavens, he is God; he who fashioned and made the 
% earth, he founded it; he did not create it to be empty, but formed it to 
% be inhabited — 

he says: “I am the Lord, and there is no other.  19 I have not spoken in secret, 
from somewhere in a land of darkness; I have not said to Jacob’s descendants, 
‘Seek me in vain.’  I, the Lord, speak the truth; I declare what is right. 

20 “Gather together and come; assemble, you fugitives from the nations.  
Ignorant are those who carry about idols of wood, who pray to gods that 
cannot save.  21%Declare what is to be, present it — let them take counsel 
together. 

Who foretold this long ago, who declared it from the distant past? Was it not 
I, the Lord?  And there is no God apart from me, a righteous God and a Savior; 
there is none but me. 

22 “Turn to me and be saved, all you ends of the earth; for I am God, and there 
is no other.  23% By myself I have sworn, my mouth has uttered in all integrity 
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a word that will not be revoked: Before me every knee will bow; by me every 
tongue will swear.  24 They will say of me, ‘In the Lord alone are righteousness 
and strength.’ ” All who have raged against him will come to him and be put to 
shame.  25 But in the Lord all the descendants of Israel will be found righteous 
and will rejoice. 

PSALM: 98, p. 103

SECOND READING: Romans 3:19-24
The law silences every excuse, so that righteousness may be declared:
19 Now we know that whatever the law says, it says to those who are under the 
law, so that every mouth may be silenced and the whole world held accountable 
to God. 20 Therefore no one will be declared righteous in his sight by 
observing the law; rather, through the law we become conscious of sin. 

21 But now a righteousness from God, apart from law, has been made known, 
to which the Law and the Prophets testify. 22 This righteousness from God 
comes through faith in Jesus Christ to all who believe. There is no difference, 
23 for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God, 24 and are justified 
freely by his grace through the redemption that came by Christ Jesus.

THEME VERSE: Romans 3:21-22
Alleluia.  But now a righteousness from God, apart from law, has been made 
known, to which the Law and the Prophets testify.  This righteousness from 
God comes through faith in Jesus Christ to all who believe.  Alleluia.

Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia!

GOSPEL READING: John 14:1-6
Jesus, the only Way:

Glory be to you, O Lord!

“Do not let your hearts be troubled. Trust in God; trust also in me. 2 In my 
Father’s house are many rooms; if it were not so, I would have told you. I am 
going there to prepare a place for you. 3 And if I go and prepare a place for 
you, I will come back and take you to be with me that you also may be where I 
am. 4 You know the way to the place where I am going.” 

% % % % % % % %       ...continued...
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5 Thomas said to him, “Lord, we don’t know where you are going, so how can 
we know the way?” 6 Jesus answered, “I am the way and the truth and the life. 
No one comes to the Father except through me.

This is the Gospel of our Lord Jesus.

Praise be to you, O Christ!

CONFESSION OF FAITH: Nicene Creed, p. 18

HYMN OF THE DAY: 382 - My Hope is Built on Nothing Less

SERMON based on Acts 4: The Sola Beneath the Solas
1 The priests and the captain of the temple guard and the Sadducees came up 
to Peter and John while they were speaking to the people. 2 They were greatly 
disturbed because the apostles were teaching the people and proclaiming in 
Jesus the resurrection of the dead. 3 They seized Peter and John, and because it 
was evening, they put them in jail until the next day. 4 But many who heard the 
message believed, and the number of men grew to about five thousand. 

5 The next day the rulers, elders and teachers of the law met in Jerusalem. 6 
Annas the high priest was there, and so were Caiaphas, John, Alexander and 
the other men of the high priest’s family. 7 They had Peter and John brought 
before them and began to question them: “By what power or what name did 
you do this?” 

8 Then Peter, filled with the Holy Spirit, said to them: “Rulers and elders of the 
people! 9 If we are being called to account today for an act of kindness shown 
to a cripple and are asked how he was healed, 10 then know this, you and all 
the people of Israel: It is by the name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth, whom you 
crucified but whom God raised from the dead, that this man stands before you 
healed. 11 He is 

        “ ‘the stone you builders rejected, which has become the capstone.’

12 Salvation is found in no one else, for there is no other name under heaven 
given to men by which we must be saved.” 

CREATE IN ME: CW p. 20
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OFFERING

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH

LORD’S PRAYER

THE SACRAMENT
For our Holy Communion practice, please see the purple sheet in the pew racks.

COMMUNION LITURGY: p. 21

DISTRIBUTION: Up Through Endless Ranks of Angels
Vv. 1-3 revised from CW 172 (to the tune of “Angels From the Realms of Glory,” CW 80).

1. Up through endless ranks of angels, Cries of triumph in his ears,
To his heav’nly throne ascending, Having vanquished all their fears.
Christ looks down upon the faithful, Leaving them in happy tears.

2. Death destroying, life restoring, Proven equal to our need,
Now for us before the Father As our brother intercedes;
Flesh that for the world was wounded, Living, still for sinners plead!

3. To our lives of wanton wand’ring Send your promised Spirit-guide
Through our lives of fear and failure With your Word of truth abide;
Having washed us, having raised us, Bring us to heav’n’s Eastertide!

4. Jesus Christ, Eternal Word! Let us know your Word of grace!
Jesus Christ, Ascended Lord! Grant that you alone we praise!
Jesus, present in the Supper, Help us share your Word of faith!

SONG OF SIMEON: CW p. 24

CLOSING HYMN: 752 – In Christ Alone (next page)
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NOTES
Thanksgiving Eve worship, Nov 22.  Advent begins Dec 3.
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THIS WEEK
Today!! John 11
! ! 9:30 AM - Reformation 500 Worship with Holy 
! ! Communion
% % 10:50 AM - Sunday School / Bible class: Genesis 1, Genesis 2
Monday! John 12
Tuesday! John 13
% % 7 PM - CAP Class: Christology
Wednesday! John 14
! ! 5 PM - Catechism Class
Thursday! John 15
! ! 6 PM - Choir
% % 7 PM - Chimes
Friday!! John 16
Saturday! John 17
! ! 9:15 AM - Bible Basics: Baptism
Sunday! John 18
! ! 9:30 - End Times 2 Worship: Last Judgment
! ! 10:56 AM - Bible Class: Genesis 2 - The Design of Man & 
% % Woman

Looking Ahead to Next Sunday:
Theme Last Judgment: Grace Alone
Color Red
Liturgy Service of the Word (CW p. 38
Hymns 384, 379, 62; CW Psalm 24
Readings from Jeremiah 31, Ephesians 2, John 3; Sermon on John 1.
Verse of the Day Ephesians 2:8-9
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This We Believe: Person & Work of Jesus
Today’s selection from our Wisconsin Synod Statement of Belief (entitled “This 

We Believe”) confesses the truth of Jesus:

1. We believe that Jesus Christ is the eternal Son of God, one with the Father 
from all eternity (John 1:1,2). In the course of time, he took a true and 
complete, yet sinless, human nature to himself (Galatians 4:4) when he was 
conceived as a holy child in the virgin Mary through a miracle of the Holy 
Spirit (Luke 1:35). God’s angel testified, “What is conceived in her is from the 
Holy Spirit” (Matthew 1:20). Jesus Christ is unique, for in him the true God 
and a true human nature are inseparably united in one person, the holy God-
man. He is called Immanuel, which means “God with us” (Matthew 1:23).
2. We believe that Jesus at all times possessed the fullness of the Deity with 
all divine power, wisdom, and glory (Colossians 2:9). His divinity was evident 
when he performed miracles (John 2:11). But while he lived on earth, he took 
on the form of a servant, humbling himself by laying aside the continuous and 
full display and use of his divine characteristics. During this time he lived as a 
man among mankind, endured suffering, and humbled himself to the shameful 
death on the cross (Philippians 2:7,8). We believe that Christ descended into 
hell to proclaim his victory over Satan (1 Peter 3:18,19). We believe that he rose 
again from the grave with a glorified body, ascended, and is exalted on high to 
rule with power over the world, with grace in his church, and with glory in 
eternity (Philippians 2:9-11).
From: http://www.wels.net/what-we-believe/statements-belief/this-we-believe/this-we-believe

http://www.wels.net/what-we-believe/statements-belief/this-we-believe/this-we-believe
http://www.wels.net/what-we-believe/statements-belief/this-we-believe/this-we-believe
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MY	WORSHIP	NOTES	
For	children	to	use	during	worship.	

NAME:			 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 DATE:			 	 	 	 	

What	is	the	name	of	the	church	season	or	special	day	today?			 	 	 	 	 	

What	is	the	color	of	the	church	today?		Circle	one:	 	 	 	

	 Blue					White					Purple					Red					Green	

	

The	Sermon	Text	Was:				 	 	 	 	 	 	 	

This	is	in	the:										Old	Testament	 											New	Testament	

What	was	the	sermon	about?			 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	

	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	

	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	

	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	

	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	

My	favorite	song	today	was:	

	 	 	 	

Did	we	have	a	Sacrament	today?									Draw	a	picture	of	something	you	heard	or	saw	today:	

	
	
	

What	did	you	learn	about	God	today?	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	

	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	

	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	

Bap2sm? Communion?
Yes Yes
No No


