
THE LORD HAS COME!
Christmas Day Worship



ELCOME TO SHEPHERD OF THE LAKES!  We’re here to shepherd 
Christ’s flock and seek the lost sheep by sharing the good news of 
Jesus Christ with all.  Come, let us worship!

FOR YOUR CONVENIENCE, in the back corner of the sanctuary there is a room 
for any parents with children in need of a quiet place.  The restrooms are 
located on the lower level.  Please ask if you have any further questions or 
concerns.  

LORD JESUS, thank you for your miraculous incarnation and birth at 
Christmas.  Grant that I see your purpose in coming.  Reassure me with your 
love for me, displayed there at that manger in Bethlehem; AMEN.

THE GRACE OF OUR TRIUNE GOD:
For here in all three articles God has revealed Himself and opened the deepest 
abyss of His fatherly heart and His pure, inexpressible love [Ephesians 3:18–19]. 
He has created us for this very reason, that He might redeem and sanctify us. 
In addition to giving and imparting to us everything in heaven and upon earth, 
He has even given to us His Son and the Holy Spirit, who brings us to Himself 
[Romans 8:14, 32]. 65 For (as explained above) we could never grasp the 
knowledge of the Father’s grace and favor except through the Lord Christ. 
Jesus is a mirror of the fatherly heart [John 14:9; Colossians 1:15; Hebrews 1:3], 
outside of whom we see nothing but an angry and terrible Judge. But we 
couldn’t know anything about Christ either, unless it had been revealed by the 
Holy Spirit [1 Corinthians 2:12].
Large Catechism - The Apostles’ Creed (p. 406)

Christ has been born!  What does this momentous event tell us about God’s 
glory?
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OPENING HYMN: 42 – Come, Your Hearts and Voices Raising

INVOCATION
Please rise.

In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit;

Amen.

But when the time had fully come, God sent his Son, born of a woman, born 
under law, 

to redeem those under law, that we might receive the full rights of 
sons.  (Galatians 4:4-5)

For to us a child is born, to us a son is given, and the government will be on his 
shoulders. 

And he will be called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting 
Father, Prince of Peace.  (Isaiah 9:6)

This is how God showed his love among us: 

He sent his one and only Son into the world that we might live 
through him.  (1 John 4:9)

CONFESSION OF SINS
Dear friends, let us approach God with a true heart and confess our sins, 
asking him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to forgive us.

Lord of Life, I confess that I am by nature dead in sin.
For faithless worrying and selfish pride,
For thoughtless sin and willful sin,
For the evil I have done and the good I have failed to do,
You should cast me away from your presence forever.
O Lord, I am sorry for my sins. Forgive me, for Jesus sake.

Christ, the Lord, was born today! He has done away with sadness! In his great 
mercy, God made us alive in Christ even when we were dead in our sins. Hear 
the word of Christ through his called servant:

I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the Son ✙  and of 
the Holy Spirit.

Amen!
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In peace, let us pray to the Lord.

For the well-being of all people everywhere, that they may receive from you all 
they need to sustain body and life, hear our prayer, O Lord.

Lord, have mercy.

For the spread of your life-giving gospel throughout the world, that all who are 
lost in sin may be brought to faith in you, hear our prayer, O Christ.

Christ, have mercy.

For patience and perseverance in this life, that we may not lose the hope of 
heaven as we await your return, hear our prayer, O Lord.

Lord, have mercy.

Lord of Life, live in us that we may live for you.

Amen.

In anticipation of the birth of Christ, our Advent preparations omitted  the 
Gloria in Excelsis, the Song of the Angels. Today, on Christmas Day, we sing with 
the angels once again, and praise his holy name – as printed on the opposite 
page:

PRAYER OF THE DAY
The Lord be with you.

And also with you.

Let us pray:  Almighty God, grant that the birth of your one and only Son in 
the flesh may set us free from our old bondage under the yoke of sin; through 
Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one 
God, now and forever;

Amen.

THE WORD
FIRST READING: Isaiah 52:7-10
The messengers proclaim peace, goodness, and rescue: Your God reigns!

7 How beautiful on the mountains are the feet of those who bring good news, 
who proclaim peace, who bring good tidings, who proclaim salvation, who say 
to Zion, “Your God reigns!”  8' Listen! Your watchmen lift up their voices; 
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together they shout for joy.  When the Lord returns to Zion, they will see it 
with their own eyes.  9'Burst into songs of joy together, you ruins of Jerusalem, 
for the Lord has comforted his people, he has redeemed Jerusalem.  10 The 
Lord will lay bare his holy arm in the sight of all the nations, and all the ends of 
the earth will see the salvation of our God. 

PSALM OF THE DAY: CWS 98 (next page)
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SECOND LESSON: Hebrews 1:1-9
In Jesus Christ, all the promises of God are kept:
In the past God spoke to our forefathers through the prophets at many times 
and in various ways, 2 but in these last days he has spoken to us by his Son, 
whom he appointed heir of all things, and through whom he made the 
universe. 3 The Son is the radiance of God’s glory and the exact representation 
of his being, sustaining all things by his powerful word. After he had provided 
purification for sins, he sat down at the right hand of the Majesty in heaven. 4 
So he became as much superior to the angels as the name he has inherited is 
superior to theirs. 

5 For to which of the angels did God ever say, “You are my Son; today I have 
become your Father”?  Or again, “I will be his Father, and he will be my Son”?  
6 And again, when God brings his firstborn into the world, he says, “Let all 
God’s angels worship him.”

7 In speaking of the angels he says, “He makes his angels winds, his servants 
flames of fire.”

8 But about the Son he says, “Your throne, O God, will last for ever and ever, 
and righteousness will be the scepter of your kingdom.  9 You have loved 
righteousness and hated wickedness; therefore God, your God, has set you 
above your companions by anointing you with the oil of joy.”

THEME VERSE: Galatians 4:4-5a
Alleluia. When the time had fully come, God sent his Son, born of a woman, 
born under law, to redeem those under law. Alleluia. 
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GOSPEL READING: John 1:1-14
The Word became flesh:

1 In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word 
was God. 2 He was with God in the beginning. 

3 Through him all things were made; without him nothing was made that has 
been made. 4 In him was life, and that life was the light of men. 5 The light 
shines in the darkness, but the darkness has not understood it. 

6 There came a man who was sent from God; his name was John. 7 He came as 
a witness to testify concerning that light, so that through him all men might 
believe. 8 He himself was not the light; he came only as a witness to the light. 9 
The true light that gives light to every man was coming into the world.

10 He was in the world, and though the world was made through him, the 
world did not recognize him. 11 He came to that which was his own, but his 
own did not receive him. 12 Yet to all who received him, to those who believed 
in his name, he gave the right to become children of God— 13 children born 
not of natural descent, nor of human decision or a husband’s will, but born of 
God. 

14 The Word became flesh and made his dwelling among us. We have seen his 
glory, the glory of the One and Only, who came from the Father, full of grace 
and truth. 

This is the Gospel of our Lord.

Thanks be to God!

CONFESSION OF FAITH
The Second Article of the Apostles’ Creed, with Luther’s Explanation:

We confess our Christian faith:

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, who was conceived 
by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius 
Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried. He descended into hell. 
The third day he rose again from the dead. He ascended into heaven 
and is seated at the right hand of God the Father almighty. From there 
he will come to judge the living and the dead.
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What does this mean?

I believe that Jesus Christ, true God, begotten of the Father from 
eternity, and also true man, born of the Virgin Mary, is my Lord.  

He has redeemed me, a lost and condemned creature, purchased and 
won me from all sins, from death, and from the power of the devil, 
not with gold or silver but with his holy, precious blood and with his 
innocent suffering and death.

All this he did that I should be his own, and live under him in his 
kingdom and serve him in everlasting righteousness, innocence, and 
blessedness, just as he has risen from death and lives and rules 
eternally.

This is most certainly true.

HYMN OF THE DAY: 35 – Of the Father’s Love Begotten

SERMON based on Hebrews 1: The Glory of the One God 
has Sent to Speak for Him

HYMN OF RESPONSE: 41 – Let All Together Praise Our God

OFFERING

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH
Please rise.

Incarnate Word of God, in the joyous celebration of your nativity, we have seen 
your glory.  Because of your gracious visitation to comfort and redeem your 
people by taking their sin upon yourself, you have saved us from the unending 
sorrows of death and hell. Grant us a blessed Christmastide, a holy twelve days 
of rejoicing in your tenting among us to save us from our sins, sharing this joy 
with those we encounter. By your holy incarnation,

Have mercy on us, Lord Jesus.
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Incarnate Word of God, in your Gospel we have seen your glory. Bless the 
preaching of the Gospel from the altars and pulpits you have consecrated for 
the purpose of delivering your gift of faith through the preaching of your 
Word. Bless those called to preach and those called to hear, that the light of 
your Word may continue to illumine the darkness of our world. Abide with 
those who suffer persecution for confessing its truth. By your birth in 
Bethlehem,

Have mercy on us, Lord Jesus.

Incarnate Word of God, by your Sacrament of Holy Baptism we have seen your 
glory. Make all the baptized confident in the promise given to them in the 
waters of Baptism. Grant repentance to parents who have withheld the 
treasures of Baptism from their children. Give to all your people hearts 
welcoming of children. Continue to expand your kingdom through this blessed 
portal to eternal life. By your sinless life,

Have mercy on us, Lord Jesus.

Incarnate Word of God, in your word of Absolution we have seen Your glory. 
Teach us to treasure your gift of forgiveness delivered to us through the 
mouths of the ministers you send.  Continue by your word of forgiveness to 
silence the accusations of the accuser. By your preaching of the Kingdom, 

Have mercy on us, Lord Jesus.

Incarnate Word of God, in your Holy Supper we have seen your glory. From 
your humble entry into our world in the womb of the virgin Mary, to your first 
bed in a feed trough, for a time you hid the honor you rightly deserve to bless 
us with your presence. As you now come to us humbly in, with, and under the 
bread and wine, bless us with a right faith that we might worthily receive Your 
body and blood for the forgiveness of our sins. By your promised presence,

Have mercy on us, Lord Jesus.

Incarnate Word of God, in your providing of daily bread we have seen Your 
glory.  By your Spirit, visit those who suffer: the sick, the sorrowing, the 
hospitalized, the poor, the destitute, the homeless, the unemployed. 
Remember those who have requested our intercessions, [especially… ] that 
they might not be given to despair but be comforted by their heavenly Father’s 
protection even in times of great need. By your innocent death, resurrection, 
and ascension,

Have mercy on us, Lord Jesus.
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All these things and whatever else you know we need, grant us for your sake, 
Lord Jesus; for you live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one 
God, now and forever.

Amen.

We join to pray the Lord’s Prayer, according to the musical setting printed 
below:

THE SACRAMENT
For our Holy Communion practice, please see the purple sheet in the pew racks.
M: The Lord be with you.

C: And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.

We lift them up unto the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord, our God.

It is good and right so to do.
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It is truly good and right that we should at all times and in all places give you 
thanks, O Lord, holy Father, almighty and everlasting God – through Jesus 
Christ, our Lord; for in the wonder and mystery of his birth you have opened 
our eyes to the glory of your grace and renewed in our hearts the fervor of your 
love.  Therefore with all the saints on earth and hosts of heaven, we praise your 
holy name and join their glorious song:

Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night he was betrayed, took bread; and when he 
had given thanks, he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying: “Take and eat; 
this is my body, which is given for you.  Do this in remembrance of me.”

Then he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying: “Drink from it, 
all of you; this is my blood of the new covenant, which is poured out for you 
for the forgiveness of sins.  Do this, whenever you drink it, in remembrance of 
me.”  The peace of the Lord be with you always; Amen.
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DISTRIBUTION HYMN: 41 – Let All Together Praise Our God
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M: We give thanks, almighty God, that you have refreshed us with this holy supper.  
We pray that through it you will strengthen our faith in you and increase our love for 
one another.  We ask this in the name of Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns 
with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever;

C: Amen.

The Lord bless you and keep you.  The Lord make his face shine upon you and be 
gracious to you.  The Lord look on you with favor and give you peace.

C: Amen.



CLOSING HYMN: 366 – O Jesus So Sweet, O Jesus So Mild

NOTES
New Year’s Eve worship at 7 PM, fellowship afterward at the parsonage (517 

Tilden St).  New Year’s Day worship at 9:30 AM.  Ring in the new year with 
Jesus!

Visitation for Howard Darmer will be at Lakeview Funeral Home tomorrow 
night, 5-7 PM.  Funeral will be here at Shepherd of the Lakes on Tuesday at 

10:30 AM, with a brief visitation time beforehand.  A luncheon will be served 
afterward.  Interment with military honors at Center Creek Cemetery of 

Granada.

Anyone who would be willing to serve on the finance committee, please 
speak with Steve Swift or John Duehlmeyer.

THIS WEEK
Today"" 9:30 AM - Christmas Festival Worship
Monday" 5-7 PM - Visitation for Howard Darmer
Tuesday" 10:30 AM - Howard Darmer funeral
Friday"" 6:30 PM - Budget Meeting
Saturday" 7 PM - New Year’s Eve Worship
" " Fellowship at the Hagens’ home (517 Tilden St)
Sunday" 9:30 AM - Christmas 1 Worship 
" " 10:50 AM - Bible Class (Revelation)
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This We Believe: Christ and Redemption
Occasionally, we’ll feature select portions from our Wisconsin Synod Statement of 
Belief, which is entitled “This We Believe.”  Today’s selection is the opening portion 

about Christ and Redemption:
1. We believe that Jesus Christ is the eternal Son of God, one with the Father from 
all eternity (John 1:1,2). In the course of time, he took a true and complete, yet 
sinless, human nature to himself (Galatians 4:4) when he was conceived as a holy 
child in the virgin Mary through a miracle of the Holy Spirit (Luke 1:35). God’s angel 
testified, “What is conceived in her is from the Holy Spirit” (Matthew 1:20). Jesus 
Christ is unique, for in him the true God and a true human nature are inseparably 
united in one person, the holy God-man. He is called Immanuel, which means “God 
with us” (Matthew 1:23).

2. We believe that Jesus at all times possessed the fullness of the Deity with all 
divine power, wisdom, and glory (Colossians 2:9). His divinity was evident when he 
performed miracles (John 2:11). But while he lived on earth, he took on the form of a 
servant, humbling himself by laying aside the continuous and full display and use of 
his divine characteristics. During this time he lived as a man among mankind, 
endured suffering, and humbled himself to the shameful death on the cross 
(Philippians 2:7,8). We believe that Christ descended into hell to proclaim his victory 
over Satan (1 Peter 3:18,19). We believe that he rose again from the grave with a 
glorified body, ascended, and is exalted on high to rule with power over the world, 
with grace in his church, and with glory in eternity (Philippians 2:9-11).
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