
 The Book of Revelation – Chapter 13: The Seven Visions (Vision 4 of 7) #2-3 – Beasts from Earth and Sea

Vision #2 – The Beast from the Sea – 13:1-10 
- The Dragon’s Position 13:1 
- The dragon – As we saw in the previous chapter, the devil is a 
powerful foe, but chapter 13 introduces us to several allies in 
the dragon’s employ.  
- stood on the shore – Later in the chapter we will hear of the 
beast from the earth, over whom Satan also has a limited 
amount of influence, but our focus right here and now is on… 
- of the sea – As the dragon draws his servant from the sea we see that though these servants 
are both inferior and subordinate to the dragon, their power is substantial and their influence 
perhaps even greater. 

- The Beast’s Appearance 13:2-4 
“There are two truths with which all commentators must agree regarding this beast. First, the 
beast receives his power from the devil and serves the devil’s purposes. Secondly, the beast is a 
powerful enemy of the church, but he will not be able to do any permanent damage to the 
elect. This vision, therefore, once more sets before us the basic message of Revelation, namely, 
that the church will have enemies who will try to destroy it, but God will keep his elect safe in 
the midst of all danger.” (Becker, 194) 
- And I saw (signal #2) – As this vision of visions continues—unlike in previous series in the 
book—we have thread tying this vision to the one that came before it and the ones following. 
This paPern will continue all the way through chapter 15. 
- a beast – In the book of Hebrews (and the Greek translations of the book of Genesis) this 
word is used as a generic “animal,” but later in the book [18:2] it is connected with the word 
“unclean” to narrow the scope a bit. This is further emphasized by its use in Peter’s recounting 
of his “kill and eat” vision of unclean animals [Acts 11:6]. We get one other clue from Titus 
2:12, there translated as “brutes,” but for people ruled by impulses rather than wisdom.  
- coming out of the sea – In Daniel 7 (a chapter which we will explore in more detail shortly), 
Daniel sees a vision of 4 different beasts “coming up out of the sea” [Daniel 7:3]. In the 
interpretation of that vision, Daniel connects the four beasts to four particular earthly 
governments: two that had come (Babylon and Medo-Persia), and two that would come in the 
future (Greece and Rome).  
This also connects both beasts to the first verse of the chapter and to the dragon himself, whose 
feet are on both the land and the sea (but remember the detail from our previous vision [10:2]. 
- ten horns – Like the dragon, this creature also shows itself to be a powerful force to be 
reckoned with. Also like the dragon we have the disproportionate “seven heads” which show 
us his unsuccessful aPempts to disguise himself as a servant of God and his covenant.   
- ten crowns on his horns – Unlike the dragon (who had his crowns on his heads [12:3]), the 
beast from the sea has crowns on his horns. Here is where many interpreters go to great 
lengths to identify each “crowned horn” as an individual historical figure (Alexander the 
Great, various emperors, Genghis Khan, Napoleon, etc).  
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As we’ve seen before, however, that method of interpretation 
falls far short, especially when we consider that this lePer was 
wriPen to seven real congregations, dealing with real 
persecutions. It is far bePer to consider the beast as a conceptual 
whole and to use all the details provided to identify an 
institution, rather than an individual.  
- on each head a blasphemous name – As if his coming at the 
beckon-call of the dragon wasn’t evidence enough, here the beast 
is clearly set in opposition to God himself (and his servants). 
- [the beast]: 

+ resembled a leopard – Here we have another very clear reference back to the vision in 
Daniel 7. In Daniel’s vision, this is the third beast, whose resemblance to a leopard and 
wings of an eagle connected him to the Greek ruler, Alexander the Great (his reign was 
one of the quickest spreading empires in history) and was eventually broken into four 
kingdoms to be ruled by 4 of Alexander’s generals (Seleuceus, Ptolemy, Lysimachus, 
and Cassander) [Daniel 7:6, 17-18]. 
+ feet like a bear – The lop-sided bearlike beast is the second one in Daniel’s vision [v.5] 
and was symbolic of the Medo-Persian empire that began as a cooperation between the 
two that dissolved when Persian power took precedence. A bear’s paws are just one part 
of its deadly arsenal, but the point is that though this beast is not as swik as a leopard, if 
you somehow find yourself in its grasp, you will be mauled. 
+ a mouth like that of a lion – As the first in the vision, the lionlike eagle-winged 
creature represented Babylon. It’s interesting here that the mouth is given to Babylon, to 
whom an entire chapter [Revelation 18] will be dedicated later in the lePer as the 
epitome of godlessness and rebellion. Deadly mouths are symbolic of deadly (false) 
teaching, and that is certainly a characteristic of earthly governments that must not be 
guided by God, but rather by their own societal sway and popular opinion. 

- the dragon gave the beast:  
+ his power – The power of secular governments is not derived from God, but from the 
devil. This is difficult to balance, since God tells us in Romans 13 to obey our leaders 
whom he has appointed as his representatives. What that means is that though they are 
a far-cry from an accurate representative, they still deserve our respect and obedience, 
understanding that our God still holds them in check. 
+ his throne – From the throne come the decrees. Satan is called “the prince of this 
world” and so in a certain sense it could be understood that this earth is his throne. 
Though earthly governments hold dominion here on earth, our God is in heaven and he 
laughs at the aPempts of earthly rulers to put themselves in his place [Psalm 2]. 
+ great authority – At first this seems like a contradiction to MaPhew 28:18, until we 
realize that whether Satan gives out authority to his servants or not, God still holds the 
ultimate authority over all things, and because of Jesus’ substitution and sacrifice on our 
behalf, he is working all things for the good of those who love him [Romans 8].  
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- one of the heads of the beast seemed to have had a fatal wound (but the fatal wound had 
been healed) – That “fatal wound” is probably rendered more accurately by “beaten to a pulp” 
or “butchered to death.” Becker explains the options well on this more difficult point: 

“Some [commentators] have seen it as a reference to Christ’s redemptive work and the victory 
which he won over Satan at the empty tomb. All that can be said without fear of contradiction, 
however, is that this severe wounding and death of one of the seven heads evidently 
represents some sort of reversal suffered by the beast as it aPempts to carry out its service to 
the devil and to exercise the demonic power bestowed on it by Satan. Nevertheless this 
reversal is only temporary. The mortal wound was healed and the church can expect renewed 
persecution from civil governments. The wounding of one of the heads of the beast may be a 
symbol to indicate to the church that there will be periods of respite when the open hostility of 
civil governments will be muted for a time.” (Becker, 198) 

- The whole world was astonished and followed the beast – It is likely that this astonishment is 
either a result of the remarkable recovery of the beast from that mortal wound, or it could be 
aPributed to the draw of power and prestige. We (as people) do not ask whether they are being 
used in service to God or the devil. So when governments use that power against God’s 
church, we should not expect to find sympathy from the general population. 
- Men worshiped the dragon (because he had given authority to the beast) and they also 
worshiped the beast – Now we are beyond the point of simple admiration, and we have 
moved into the realm of religious zealotry. People can be as fanatical supporters of their nation 
as any fundamentalist religion. The scary thing is that since it is masked as patriotism and 
national pride, it oken escapes the notice of those who are caught up in its sway…just ask 
anyone who lived in Germany, Russia, or Japan in the early 20th century… 
- and asked “Who is like the beast? Who can make war against him?” – Answer: God. Jesus 
has already won the victory, though earthly powers will continue to fight. This defiant aPitude 
has been seen throughout history and throughout Scripture [Exodus 7-12, Daniel 3 (esp. v.15], 
but this does not mean that God has lost control, nor that governments can do whatever they 
please (Remember that one time Herod didn’t give God the glory…? [Acts 12:19-24]). No 
maPer what any earthly government may do or say, God is in control, and as Peter said so 
eloquently (twice): “We must obey God, rather than men” [Acts 4:19-20, Acts 5:29]. 

- The Beast’s Actions 13:5-7 
- was given [#1] a mouth – Again, mouths focus us in on words…in 
this case three different classifications of sinful words that earthly 
governments fall into. They are as follows: 
- a mouth to… 

+ uJer proud words – Pride is one of the “seven deadly sins” 
which is an unbiblical classification (ALL sins are deadly), but 
at the same time, pride is such a pervasive and self-
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propagating sin. Given that governmental authorities tend to be the wealthiest and 
most powerful, these feelings of pride are only accentuated. And again, remember from 
where the beast derives his power…the dragon, aka Satan. 
+ [uJer] blasphemies – These blasphemies are expanded below (see also “to slander”) 
but at their core they’re really about one main point: The government wants to be “god” 
to the world, and so they seek to destroy the name of God, while at the same time 
buPering up their own reputation. 
+ exercise his authority – Normally the government using its authority is a good thing, 
but remember where this authority is from…remember who it was that gave them this 
particular authority and then you probably won’t have to ask why it is grouped 
together with proud words and blasphemies. 

- for forty-two months – Equivalent to the 1260 days, “time, times, and half a time,” and 3 ½ 
years of the surrounding chapters (Refresher: one half of the whole “7” of God’s covenant 
interaction with his people). This time period is the New Testament Era, the time between 
Christ’s birth on earth to his second coming on Judgment Day.  
- He opened his mouth… 

+ to blaspheme God – This is the main target of the verbal aPacks. If the beast can 
discredit God as a viable protector, provider, or Savior, then it has successfully (in its 
mind, at least) accomplished its goal of becoming a god. To accomplish this goal is easy 
for the majority of society…they already worship both the dragon and the beast and 
will swallow any poison pill as long as the beast labels it “healthy.” However, the 
ultimate goal of the beast is not the majority of society, it’s the Church—the followers of 
God and the children of the woman fleeing in the wilderness [12:17]. 
+ to slander: 

* his name – Names in Scripture are more than just what you call a person. They 
have to do with everything about the person (aPributes, abilities, powers, etc). 
But you remember that the beast had seven different blasphemous names [v.1], 
so again, the beast is trying to convince us that his names are superior (or at least, 
equivalent) to God’s name. Government wants to replace God.  
* his dwelling place – So the next step would be to make his dwelling obsolete. If 
I can make it so that no one visits or supports you, then I have essentially 
removed you from existence (again, thinking as the beast would). The removal of 
God’s dwelling place physically happened in 70 AD when so-to-be-emperor Titus 
led a military campaign against Jerusalem and lek “no stone on top of 
another” [MaPhew 24:2, Mark 13:2, Luke 21:6]. Truly, ever since Jesus came to 
this earth, God has lived among us in a special way [MaPhew 1:23] (Immanuel 
means “God with us”). But soon Ezekiel’s prophecy [Ezekiel 37:26-28] will be 
brought to its full completion, and God’s dwelling will be with us. Immanuel 
forever! 
* those who live in heaven – This one isn’t quite so obvious, but if the beast can 
successfully convince us that “there is no heaven/hell” then he has blasphemed 
our brothers and sisters who have gone before us and silenced their martyrdom. 
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- He was given [#2] power… 
+ to make war against the saints – These saints are not yet in heavenly glory, but are 
still on this earth. We are in the world, but not of the world. Jesus’ prayer for his 
disciples and us in John addresses this exact issue [John 17:11ff, esp. v.15]. We are in a 
constant state of spiritual warfare, which is why God has given us his own impenetrable 
armor [Ephesians 6:10-18, 1 Thessalonians 4:8] and the weapon of his Word [Hebrews 
4:12] 
+ to conquer them – While this is the goal and intent of the Evil One, his success is 
elusive and will never be achieved…at least not fully. The churches going through 
persecution in Asia Minor at the writing of this lePer knew that all too well. They were 
watching one another go into chains, into exile, and off to their deaths. If ever there was 
a time when they appeared to be conquered, it was then. Yet even (and especially) in the 
midst of such incessant intimidation, God preserved his people and held his flock 
securely in the palm of his hand [John 10:28]. 

- he was given [#3] authority over: – Though the order is different, we have our same set of 4, 
indicating that this influence was over the face of the whole earth. 

+ every tribe    + people 
+ language    + nation 

- The World’s Reaction 13:8 
- All the inhabitants of the earth will worship the beast 
– But who exactly are these inhabitants? 

+ all whose names have not been wriJen in the 
book of life – For the first time (at least that I can 
recall) we have a contrast between those who are 
“inhabitants of the earth” and believers. 
Elsewhere their ideals are contrasted and their 
aPitudes compared, but here a judgment is made 
against those living on earth and living in sin. 
This is also the first time since 3:5 that we hear about the book of life (and that was not a 
detailed exposition). The next time we see this book will be in the Judgment Day vision 
of chapter 20:12 and 15, and as the final assurance that nothing impure will ever enter 
heaven [21:27]. 

* belonging to the Lamb – The book belongs to the Lamb [21:27]. He is the only 
one worthy to open the sealed scroll [5:5, 9] and his blood is the ink in which 
those names are wriPen in the book as “worthy.” Christ is our assurance. 

^ that was slain – His death paid the price that we owed [1 Peter 1:18-19]. 
# from the creation of the world – Peter picks up on this same 
thought, showing that Christ didn’t just show up on earth for no 
reason, but that he came for the job to which he was appointed 
before time began [1 Peter 1:20-21] 
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- The Church’s Reaction 13:9-10 
- He who has an ear, let him hear – This is the same call-to-repentance 
that we had addressed to the seven churches in the early chapters [2:7, 
11, 17, 29; 3:6, 13, 22]. What’s strange about this one is not only that it 
occurs apart from the rest of the calls-to-action by a longshot, but also 
that it is connected not to a promise, but to a warning. What follows is a 
sort of fatalistic axiom that sounds prePy simplistic at first…until we 
consider the context. 
- If anyone is to go into captivity, into captivity he will go. If anyone is to be killed with the 
sword, with the sword he will be killed – This is building off of the assurance we saw earlier. 
The Church will face persecution, and that means that her members will suffer…including 
captivity. The Jewish descendants in the seven churches were very familiar with the concept of 
captivity (and their residence in these non-Israelite cities may be proof-positive of just that!) 
The truth is that sometimes these things must happen, but as can be seen throughout the book 
of Acts, generally speaking, persecution promotes a spread of God’s Word, rather than its 
intended hindrance. This is known as “the Theology of the Cross” where Christians face 
persecutions and punishments, simply because we are Christians. We are assured however, 
not only that those persecutions are exactly what God intends (and that he will work them out 
for good), but also that they will work to build us up individually and personally [Romans 
5:1-5; James 1:2-4].  
- This calls for patient endurance and faithfulness – Pointing forward or backward? Irrelevant, 
since “This calls for” could bePer be translated “Here is.” John is not asking the Christians in 
the seven congregations to come up with some way to have patient endurance…he’s 
explaining what patient endurance and faithfulness looks like! Again, as we bear our crosses, 
we will face persecution (on whatever level God chooses to send), but that doesn’t mean that 
cross-bearing is ever easy…nor should it be. That struggle itself strengthens us and builds up 
our trust in God. 
- on the part of the saints – This is further proof that “saints” here is used to refer to those who 
are still on the earth at this point in time, not referring to the saints who have finished their 
race in heaven (since they no longer have anything to endure).   

Vision #3 – The Beast from the Earth – 13:11-18 
- The Appearance of the Beast 13:11  
- Then I saw another beast (signal #3) – As before we 
have the usual “new vision” indicator with the same 
subject maPer as before…more evidence that we are 
currently walking through a vision composed of visions. 
- coming out of the earth – Contrasts the sea that was the 
source of the other beast [v.1], but may also be connected 
to 12:16. In addition, since this one comes from the earth, 
he seems bePer able to preach to the earth [v.12]. 
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- He had two horns like a lamb – At first this beast looks prePy harmless, perhaps even 
helpless. Moreover, the lamblike appearance of this creature would lead Christians to see a 
Christ-like aspect or at least a Christian (as a follower of the Good Shepherd) to this beast. 
However, when the lamb opens his mouth it is a completely different story! It becomes clear 
very quickly that this lamblike beast is seeking to place himself in the place of Christ, and as 
such is rightly to be called Antichrist [2 Thessalonians 2:1-12, 1 John 2:20-27, 2 John [1]:7].  
We could spend an entire Bible study simply talking through the doctrine of the Antichrist, but 
here I’ll just leave Dr. Becker’s remarks on the topic as he broadens the traditional view: 

“While Rome and the papacy deserve to be identified with this lamblike beast from the earth 
we should not forget that modern Protestantism has in large measure adopted the dragon’s 
message. Salvation through human effort, to a greater or lesser degree, is a common theme in 
current Protestant thought. As a result, men seek their salvation not in the grace of God and 
the merits of Christ apprehended by faith alone, but in their own efforts, conversion 
experiences, and the like. Thus much of Protestantism, though it appears to be “lamblike,” has 
also begun to deliver a dragonlike message. This beast is referred to in all later chapters as ‘the 
false prophet.’” (Becker, 208) 

- but he spoke like a dragon – The once helpless creature spews the same river of falsehood 
that flowed from the mouth of the serpent [12:15]. The true danger of this beast is not in the 
destruction of his actions, but the evil works of his words, and especially in the appearance 
that those words and doctrines are harmless.  

- The Beast’s Actions 13:12-17 
- He exercised all the authority of the first beast on his 
behalf – This is perhaps the most compelling reason for 
identifying this beast with the papacy. While many other 
lamblike Christ-impersonators could be named, none in 
history has had as much of a political influence as the 
Roman Catholic Church and its leader, the pope himself. 
- made the earth and its inhabitants worship the first 
beast (whose fatal wound had been healed) – These two 
beasts are not at odds with one another, though they may 
not always have identical actions. They are both working in the employ of the dragon and 
their common target is the offspring of the woman in the wilderness [12:17]. The fact that this 
beast has the influence to sway the earth is staggering, though not as surprising when you 
consider the equipment that the dragon has given to this servant… 
- he performed great and miraculous signs – Satan has power, and he is able to bequeath some 
of that power to his servants to enable them to perform signs and wonders. These are the 
“counterfeit miracles” that Paul spoke about [2 Thessalonians 2:9]. This is why we have the 
Word, to see who is true and who is false [1 John 4:1-3]. 
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- even causing fire to come down from heaven to earth (in the full view of men) – This is a nod 
to Elĳah and the prophets of Baal [1 Kings 18:16-46], where God, through Elĳah, proved 
himself to be true God by sending a consuming fire down from heaven to earth …but here the 
sign is mimicked and parodied to give an appearance of legitimacy to the beast. 
- Because of the signs (he was given power to do on behalf of the beast) – People are impressed 
by impressive things. As biblical literacy decreases, so does our ability to compare a teaching 
(false or true) with God’s Word. This is why it is so important to be immersed in Scripture 
oken, to be built up in the Truth, and to grow in God’s grace and knowledge [2 Peter 3:18]. 
- he deceived the inhabitants of the earth – Once again, these are those who have already been 
deceived [v.8], but as the numbers go, we are staggeringly outnumbered because of these 
various delusions and counterfeit miracles. 
- He ordered them to set up an image in honor of the beast who was wounded by the sword 
and yet lived – Just as Nebuchadnezzar had done so many years before [Daniel 3:1-30], the 
beast orders an image to be made of a political leader. These images closely resembled the 
ancient gods and goddesses of Mesopotamian culture, so basically what he was saying is “I am 
your god.” And that’s what Antichrist wants you to believe now as well…he wants you to 
follow the beast from the sea…he wants you to trust in your government as your Savior…he 
wants you to believe that you have no need for God. 
- He was given power to give breath to the image of the first beast so that it could speak and 

cause all who refused to worship the image to be killed – The greatest punishment that the beast 
can impose is the death penalty. Whether it be the sword of the government, controlled by the 
beast from the sea, or the heretic-seeking fire-starting sword of the beast from the earth, they 
can only harm our flesh. Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego knew that too, which was why 
they could boldly confess: “O Nebuchadnezzar, we do not need to defend ourselves before you 
in this maJer. If we are thrown into the blazing furnace, the God we serve is able to save us 
from it, and he will rescue us from your hand, O king. But even if he does not, we want you to 
know, O king, that we will not serve your gods or worship the image of gold you have set up.” 
[Daniel 3:16b-18] 
This seems to be John’s point here…although the numbers are scary (everyone receives his 
mark) and his power is great (you could lose your earthly life), we have nothing to fear for our 
names are among the ones wriPen in the Lamb’s book of life [v.8]. 
- He also forced everyone – “Everyone” here is divided into three socioeconomic divisions, and 
then both extremes are listed: 

+ small and great – This first division is based on power. Those who have great strength 
vs those who have liPle or none. Whichever end of the spectrum you hit, you are 
included here. 
+ rich and poor – The same is true with the division based on finances. No maPer how 
many or few resources you have at your disposal, the beast will force you to submit. 
+ free and slave – Finally the division based on social standing. No maPer where you 
were born or what you did (or did not do) to change that position, the beast still holds 
sway and is able to influence you. 
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- to receive a mark on his right hand or on his forehead – Since both the terms “name of the 
beast” and “the number of his name” seem to be used appositionally to this “mark” it would 
be appropriate to identify them as one and the same.  
- so that no one could buy or sell unless he had the mark – This seems to be pointing back to 
the socioeconomic breakdown above…the difference is that anyone who was weak, poor, or 
slave before only needs the mark and they are able to buy/sell to their heart’s content… 
whereas anyone who had been strong, rich, or free yet did NOT receive the mark will be 
placed into the reverse situation and will be unable to do anything to change their 
circumstances. 
- which is the name of the beast or the number of his name – As was mentioned before in 
connection to names, this seems to indicate a bit more about “who” the beast is, rather than 
simply “what to call” the beast. We’ll take a closer look at that specific number in the next 
verse. 

- The Beast’s Number 13:18 
- This calls for wisdom – Just like above, the “calls for” here 
isn’t in the original text and would bePer be translated as 
simply “is.” Wisdom—especially in the book of Proverbs—
is closely connected with faith and trust in God. Proverbs 8 
personifies Wisdom and places her right at the center of 
God’s creation and his plan to save humanity. So here the requirement for the application of 
wisdom may be as simple as applying the eyes of faith. Much like Jesus’ parables [MaPhew 
13:13], the number seems nonsensical to an unbeliever, but to a believer, the deeper, heavenly 
meaning becomes clear and understanding is received. 
- If anyone has insight – This encouragement has led many who do not have insight to go into 
“endless speculation” as Becker put it. The best and most appropriate way to handle this 
number is the way that we have handled the rest of the book of Revelation: Cross-reference 
with other parts of Scripture and see if the meaning isn’t clarified then. Without Scripture, 
we’ll merely be using our own intellect, which is ill-equipped for the task at hand. 
- let him calculate the number of the beast – The only other place in Scripture that the word for 
“calculate” is used, is in Luke 14:28 where it is translated “estimate the cost.” There Jesus 
illustrates that no practical person would jump into something serious without first 
considering exactly what it is that he or she is gePing into. He also uses the illustration of a 
king going to war, and making sure that he has sufficient troops.  
With that in mind, perhaps it is best to understand the “calculate” here in the sense of “know 
your enemy” or understand what you’re up against. John has just spent the last two chapters 
describing the dragon and the two beasts that serve him. The opposition is strong, but our God 
is so far superior that there isn’t even a contest. Once again our Revelation refrain rings true: 
Jesus is coming! He has won the victory! You will be victorious too! 
- it is man’s number – Two different senses are generally proposed for this: Either it is a 
number referring to a man or it is a human number.  
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To a man: This would fit well with some of the other hints that we have had in the chapter 
about the beast (and the other portions of Scripture concerning the “man of lawlessness” and 
“antichrist”). The problem with this is the same problem that we ran into earlier in the 
chapter. We have another individual vs institution issue here.  
Human number: This is the preferable solution for a number of reasons. 1) It shows the human 
origins of the beast. He gains his power and authority from the dragon, but he is an 
inconspicuous one who is coming like a wolf in sheep’s clothing. 2) It shows the flawed nature 
of the number as will be shown below, this number is not quite there, it’s soooo close, it appears 
to be almost there…but it isn’t. 3) This solution allows for it to refer to an individual human or 
to an institution and so is much more flexible than if you had to come up with one person in 
the history of the world (which also must be applicable both to 1st century Christians in Asia 
Minor and 21st century Christians in the United States). 
- His number is 666 – Again…endless speculation…Just do a google search sometime to find 
anything from UPC labels to taPoos, to satanic symbols and everything in between…let’s start 
with some of the less “out there” explanations: 

+ An early church father named Irenaeus advised the true interpretation was to be 
found in names where you assign each lePer a value and that value adds up to the 666. 
Becker pointed out, if you take the Greek word for “Latin,” Λατεῖνος, you get 666: 
Λ=30, Α=1, Τ=300, Ε=5, Ι=10, Ν=50, Ο=70, Σ=200 (Don’t ask me where these numbers 
come from, it’s all Greek to me)  
+Becker’s recommended approach is to divide 666 into three parts:  

(1) 6 + 
(2) 6 x 10 + 

(3) 6 x 10 x 10. 
This would make the number a symbol for the Antichrist’s aPempt to seat himself in the 
temple of God (note the three 10s). This would also work in direct contrast with the 
144,000 (12 x 12 x 10 x 10 x 10) that is coming in the early verses of the following 
chapter. 
+ I would suggest a different approach that is more consistent with our usual approach 
to numbers in Revelation. Since 6 is close to 7 it could be considered “very close to, yet 
still falling short of” God’s covenant relationship with his people (symbolized by the 
number 7). Thus in the devil’s aPempt to usurp Christ’s position through the Antichrist, 
he can come close, but can never quite perfectly emulate a truly Christlike appearance.  
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