
 The Book of Revelation – Chapter 2: The First Four Churches

The Pa'ern for the 7 Le'ers : 1

The Church in Ephesus – 2:1-7 
- Command to Write: [2:1a] This is the pa7ern for all 
subsequent addresses in the next couple chapters (2:1, 8, 
12, 18; 3:1, 7, and 14) 
- Description of the Speaker: [2:1b] The one who holds 
the seven stars in his right hand [1:16; also John 
10:28-29], and who walks among the seven golden 
lampstands [1:12ff; Ma7hew 18:20]. 
- Word(s) of Commendation: [2:2-3] a1) I know your 
deeds, a2) your hard work, a3) your perseverance, b) cannot tolerate wicked men, c) have tested 
false apostles [Acts 17:11; 1 John 4:1; Jeremiah 23:21], d) persevered and endured hardships for 
Jesus' name, and e) have not grown weary. 
- Word of Criticism: You have forsaken your first love. What was their “first love”?  
Some possibilities: 

+ Predestination – First mention of “love” in Paul's le7er [1:5], first mention of “firsts” in 
the le7er [1:11-12] Not likely due to the commendation above. 
+ Grace – God's “undeserved love” is the main focus of the le7er [2:1-10, 3:1-13, , and 
especially its universal, unilateral, and unifying. This would not mean that they had lost 
their faith in  God, but rather that their showing of grace to one another may have 
faded. This one is also unlikely because the Ephesians were not well known for their 
unity [see 3:14ff and 4:1-16]. 
+ Sanctification – Perhaps best characterized as a “loving response to love,” 
sanctification appears to be the most likely candidate. Chapters 5 and 6 of Paul's le7er 
focus especially on the life of sanctification lived in response to God's love. With the 
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Ephesus 1 2 3 4 5 6 7

Smyrna 1 2 3 X 5 6 7

Pergamum 1 2 3 4 5 6 7

Thyatira 1 2 3 4 5 7 6

Sardis 1 2 5 3 4 7 6

Philadelphia 1 2 3 X 5 7 6

Laodicea 1 2 X 4 5 7 6
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culmination with the visual and powerful “Armor of God” section [6:10-18] that was 
burned into the memories of the Ephesian Christians. This loving response to love also 
forms the final verse of the le7er [6:24], further solidifying the point. 

- Admonition: [2:4-6] Repent! Repentance is the turning from sinful behavior and toward a 
God-pleasing life. Repentance is only possible for a believer, since “without faith it is 
impossible to please God” [Hebrews 11:6]. The threat to remove the lampstand (especially 
with the reminder that he is the One walking among them [2:1b]) essentially means the 
removal of the congregation from God's church. God is serious about sin!  
Nicolaitans – Also mentioned in v.15, they taught that since we are saved by grace, it is 
perfectly permissible to live a sinful and immoral life. This clearly indicates ignorance at best 
and intentional impenitence at worst. Paul responds to this exact issue in Romans 6. 
- Call to Hear: [2:7a] The only thing really to mention here is that though John wrote these 
words and Christ spoke them, the Spirit is the One who “says to the churches.” What that 
shows us is the intimate connection 1) within the Trinity (Father, Son, and Holy Spirit) and also 
2) in verbal inspiration. 
- Promise: [2:7b] “To him who overcomes, I will give the right to eat from the tree of life which 
is in the paradise of God” First and foremost this is a reference back to Genesis 2:9, where the 
tree of life was originally planted, but later in the book, John alludes to the fulfillment of this 
very promise [22:2ff] to reassure them of the certainty of the hope they had in God. 

The Church in Smyrna – 2:8-11  
- Command to Write: [2:8a] 
- Description of the Speaker: [2:8b] The First and the Last [1:8, 
1:17], who died and came to life again. Though many people had 
been raised from the dead over the centuries, this reference, 
especially in connection to the First and Last must refer to Christ. 
- Word of Commendation: [2:9] You are rich (though you are 
poor...Ma7hew 5:3, Luke 6:20, 2 Corinthians 6:10)! Those who 
slander you are false (the synagogue of Satan [John 8:33-47]) 

- NO Word of Criticism: —Purpose of Law and Gospel—  
- Admonition: [2:10] Do not be afraid! Be faithful!  
10 days – 10 is the number of “completion” and since the term “day” is used, John may be 
referring to a relatively short amount of time, though that is not certain. What is certain is that 
this time of persecution is a fixed amount of time, an amount of time fixed by the “First and 
Last” himself. 
- Call to Hear: [2:11a] 
- Promise: [2:11b] “He who overcomes will not be hurt at all by the second death”  
“This promise is especially emphatic because the words translated here as “will not” (οὐ µὴ) 
are the strongest negative phrase available in the Greek language. Something along the lines of 
“this will never, ever happen” 
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The Church in Pergamum – 2:12-17 
- Command to Write: [2:12a] 
- Description of the Speaker: [2:12b] ...Who has the sharp 
double-edged sword [1:16; Hebrews 4:12]. The Word of God, 
edged with Law and Gospel. 
- Word of Commendation: [2:13] You remain true (even “where 
Satan has his throne”!) Pergamum was a civil seat (think state 
capital) in the Roman province of Pergamum. As such, the civil 
authorities held the throne of the region, and it may also have been a center for emperor 
worship and other forms of idolatry...Satan was strong there. But whatever the case may be, 
Jesus assures his followers that with his Word, they truly wield the Sword of the Spirit 
[Ephesians 6:17].  
Antipas – “martyr” = faithful “witness”  (traditionally he was the first martyr in the Asia) 
- Word of Criticism: [2:14-15] Balaam is a reference to an unfaithful prophet-for-hire in the 
early days of Israel [Numbers 22:1-24:25] On three separate occasions the Moabite king Balak 
tried to have him curse the Israelites, but was unable. His suggestion [Numbers 31:16] led to a 
surge of sexual immorality and idolatry among the Israelites [Numbers 25:1-18]. This is 
apparently similar to what was happening in Pergamum, and also seems to be linked to the sin 
of the Nicolaitans [2:15]. 
- Admonition: [2:16] Repent! “the sword of my mouth” See note above. 
- Call to Hear: [2:17a] 
- Promise: [2:17b] I will give some of the hidden manna [Exodus 16; John 6:25ff manna = bread 
of life]. I will also give him a white stone [In the Greek court system, a white stone was a 
“vote” calling for acqui7al] with a new name wri7en on it [names in the Bible refer to anything 
that describes a person], known only to him who receives it [which means that trying to 
pinpoint the exact “name” referred to will be fruitless (and really, pointless)]. 

The Church in Thyatira – 2:18-29 

 
- Command to Write: [2:18a] Lydia, the seller of purple dye 
was originally from Thyatira [Acts 16:14] 
- Description of the Speaker: [2:18b] the Son of God [adds 
to 1:13], whose eyes are like blazing fire [1:14; see 2:23] 
whose feet are like burnished bronze [1:15]. 
- Word of Commendation: [2:19] I know your deeds: a) 
your love and faith, b) your service and perseverance, and 
c) that you are now doing more  than you did at first 

(unlike Ephesus) 
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- Word of Criticism: [2:20-23] You tolerate that woman Jezebel (probably not her actual name, 
thought that could be as well, but stands more for her promotion of sinful, wicked activity v.
20-22) [1 Kings 16-2 Kings 9]. 
- Admonition: [2:24-25] Hold on to what you have until I come. [22:20]  
Satan's so-called “deep secrets” – Later this developed into a false teaching called Gnosticism. 
Many heresies came along with it, but essentially the core problem is “digging too deeply” or 
rather going beyond Scripture for answers that God has not seen fit to give us. 
- Call to Hear: [2:29] Reversed from the other 3 le7ers, but in line with the final 3...the message 
is the same. 
- Promise: [2:26-28] To him who overcomes and does my will to the end [the only one of the 
seven promises that adds anything to the overcoming, but this is a theme in John's other 
writings – John 14:15, 1 John 5:3, 2 John v.6, 3 John v.11] I will give authority over the nations 
[Psalm 2:9...Psalm 2 is all about how God laughs at the efforts of human leaders to usurp his 
ultimate authority, the “dashing to pieces” is the ultimate, inevitable result of that rebellion]...I 
will also give him the morning star [Numbers 24:17 (one of Balaam's prophecies); 22:16]. 
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