
 The Book of Revelation – Chapter 20: The Last Ba1le and the Last Judgment (Vision 7 of 7) 

The Thousand Years – 20:1-6  
The Angel and the Abyss 20:1-3 
- And I saw an angel – Here are our cue words to show that 
we’ve entered the seventh (and final) vision in the book. 
Remember that the term “angel” does not necessarily 
denote one of God’s winged, spiritual servants but can also 
simply be a “messenger.” One other note to keep in mind 
here is that not all of the visions in the book depict future 
events (whether from John’s timeline or ours). As we saw in 
chapter 12 with the vision of the dragon sometimes past events are shown to lay the 
groundwork for what will be discussed in the vision at large. 

+ coming down out of heaven – As we saw in chapter 10 with the “mighty angel” and 
the liLle scroll [Revelation10] an “angel” can stand for Christ. When Christ came to the 
earth he was “the word made flesh” [John 1] who brought God’s message to his people.  
+ having the key to the Abyss – That Christ is this angel is more than just a possibility 
here, it’s really the only view we can take. When Christ’s work was completed on 
Calvary, he defeated the devil and essentially locked him away until the time of 
judgment. 
+ holding in his hand a great chain – As we think about Satan’s power now, he has been 
“chained” in that he has been defeated, routed, and his power has been removed. 
Though, instead of handcuffs perhaps the picture with which we’d most closely 
associate this chaining is with a leash, or the type of chain that would hold a Doberman 
or German shepherd in your yard. It’s not as though he can’t hurt you, but the only time 
he can is if you put yourself inside the range of that chain. Satan’s complete and final 
defeat comes on the Last Day (aYer the “thousand years”) when he is thrown (along 
with the beast and false prophet [Revelation 19:20]) into the lake of fire [v.10]. 

- He seized the dragon – This name for the old, evil foe points us to the same picture as Peter’s 
words: “Be of sober spirit, be on the alert. Your adversary, the devil, prowls around like a 
roaring lion, seeking someone to devour” [1 Peter 5:8]. Satan is not a playful kiLen or a 
mischievous iguana, but he is deadly. “Don’t play with fire or you’ll get burned” applies to 
both physical and spiritual fires. Satan aLempts to deceive us with false fronts and empty 
promises, but do not be fooled, his goals are anything but innocent. 

+ that ancient serpent – A reference back to the Garden of Eden. Satan chose the form of 
a serpent, We think here of the tempter, the one who tries to trick us into believing that 
the temporary pleasures and treasures that he offers (with false promises, no less) are 
beLer than the eternal glory we trade away in exchange for them. This power is 
restrained, and though we oYen still fall into those temptations and lose those spiritual 
baLles, there are countless other temptations from which we are spared and which we 
never even have to face at all. 
+ who is the devil – This is perhaps our most commonly associated name for this fallen 
angel. This name means “liar” and can be illustrated in his temptation of Adam and Eve 

!1



 The Book of Revelation – Chapter 20: The Last Ba1le and the Last Judgment (Vision 7 of 7) 

“you will not surely die (yes, you will)…you will be like God knowing good and evil 
(good, being the thing that we were and had before the Fall, and evil being what now 
consumes and controls our lives)” [Genesis 3:4a, 5b].  
+ or Satan – Finally we see Satan, the accuser, who—aYer he has led us to sin through 
temptation—then piles on the guilt! “How could you do this!? How could you fall so far 
and so fast!? How could God ever love a wicked sinner like you!?” But these, too, are 
lies and cannot stand against the sacrifice Christ gave in exchange for our lives. 

- and bound him – see the note on “holding in his hand a great chain.” Christ accomplished 
this chaining when he shaLered the chains of death in his resurrection. We confess in the 
Apostles’ Creed “I believe in Jesus Christ, who…descended into hell.” However that descent 
doesn’t refer to his humiliation or to his bearing the punishment of sin on our behalf (though 
that was certainly with the full strength of hellish torment). Instead, we confess that when 
Christ descended it was to proclaim his victory. It was to show Satan the chain that Jesus held 
in his nail-pierced hand, by which he would be restricted until he is finally “put down” on 
Judgment Day. 

+ for a thousand years – And here, for whatever reason is where hundreds of books 
have been wriLen on a topic that never exists. Even though every other number in the 
book is symbolic, even though I can’t think of a single commentator who even take the 
previous phrase as something that is literal (Does anyone believe the devil is actually 
chained in iron?), for some reason hundreds of authors and millions of people take 
these as 1000, literal years. Now by this time, I’m sure that most everyone following 
along with this study could tell me that this is 10 x 10 x 10 and is symbolic of God’s (3) 
complete (10) time…aka the New Testament era (the time between Christ’s ascension 
into heaven and his second coming). This time is identical to the time when believers 
reign with Christ [v.6], though that reigning is also symbolic and those crowns are more 
oYen composed of thorns than gold on this side of heaven. The main point of 
comparison here is to see that believers reign while Satan is chained…he is imprisoned, 
we are exalted. But also keep in mind that this exaltation oYen looks a lot like Christ’s 
own time on the earth…persecution, rejection, ignorance…but with the knowledge that 
God is working all things according to his plan and that ultimately heaven is our 
inheritance! 

- He threw him into the Abyss – Satan is in the Abyss for the thousand years, locked and 
chained as we saw before.  
- and locked and sealed it over him – In other words, this is his prison…he is confined here and 
his power is restricted there. 

+ to keep him from deceiving the nations anymore – Though, his servants (the 
government and the false prophet) still do that dirty work for him, he is prevented from 
doing so for now. 

* until the thousand years were ended. AEer that he must be set free for a short 
time – Think about this as the time when his court date is set. He is not coming 
back to do baLle (though, he might think so), he is coming back to be judged. 

!2



 The Book of Revelation – Chapter 20: The Last Ba1le and the Last Judgment (Vision 7 of 7) 

Martyr Thrones and Resurrection 20:4-6 

- I saw thrones – Thrones are seats for royalty. In these times (and 
specifically in this context), oYen the throne was the place before 
which you could bring your requests for justice. Disputes would be 
heard and ruled on in the courtroom of the throne room. What’s 
interesting here is the fact that there are multiple thrones…exactly 
how many is not listed (but the number 144,000 is coming to mind 
for some odd reason). The other part of the picture of royalty that is 
evident here is that of “reigning.” This will be the topic of much 

further discussion in the topic points below, but here suffice it to say  
+ on which were seated those who had been given authority to judge – The mantra of 
“tolerance” is “Judge not!” and certainly, we do not want to be judgmental in our tone, 
but here is the proof that Christians are called and given authority to judge. Most oYen 
this happens in ourselves and among our fellow Christian brothers and sisters as a 
maLer of accountability. However, we also have the authority (in the Bible) to judge 
those who will also face judgment. The reason we do this is so that they may be counted 
among us as those who have avoided the second death. 

- And I saw the souls of those who had been beheaded – Beheading was one form of capital 
punishment at the time. These martyrs didn’t “lose their heads” when they lost their heads, 
but rather gave calm testimony to the work of Christ in their lives, and as a result lost those 
lives. They receive their justice in full as they reign with Christ in heaven and have received a 
far greater reward than any earthly prize or promise. 

+ because of their testimony for Jesus – They remained faithful, they had overcome, 
according to that same resounding refrain of encouragement that John gave to the seven 
churches in the opening chapters of the book [2:7, 11, 17, 26; 3:5, 12, 21]. This doesn’t 
mean that you need to have a specific “testimony” about how Christ has worked in 
your life, but rather point to the work that Christ has done for all people as recorded on 
the pages of Scripture. And the purpose of this testimony is the same as John aLested in 
his gospel account: “These are wriHen that you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the 
Son of God, and that by believing you may have life in his name” [John 20:31]. 
+ and because of the word of God – The fact that they would live and die were both 
aLested in the Bible. Not every believer will be killed for our faith, but we are all ready 
for that possibility. Our lives here and now can’t even begin to compare to the life that 
will be revealed in us in eternity. For those first century believers in the seven 
congregations this was their comfort, assurance, and hope: No maLer what happens 
here in this world, it cannot affect or change my eternal destination! Jesus wins! Amen. 
+ they had not (1) worshiped the beast or (2) [worshiped] his image and (3) had not 
received his mark on their foreheads or their hands – Three terms follow which describe 
how they had remained faithful, even in the face of mounting pressure from peers and 
potentates alike. Though it won’t win you any popularity contests, holding on to the 
truth of God’s Word is really the only option for a Christian. 
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- They came to life – Now here is another key point in this section (clarified further in the 
following verse). The “they” here refers to both groups previously mentioned: “those who had 
been given authority to judge” and “those who had been beheaded” [v.4]. This is NOT the 
resurrection of the dead that happens at the end of time. That will happen, and that is clearly 
aLested to at other places in the book, but this resurrection is the one that happens at our 
baptism, when the Holy Spirit works in our hearts through the command and promise of 
Christ to create faith in our hearts. He drowns our sinful nature in Christ’s death, and raises a 
new person to life in Christ’s resurrection. We are among this crowd, because through Christ’s 
death and life, we also have been brought from death to life. 
- and reigned with Christ a thousand years – Again, this is the same period of time listed 
above for the imprisonment of Satan. And also as was mentioned before, there is no mention of 
just how “regal” this reigning will be: Christ was reigning when he stood on trial before Herod 
and Pilate…Christ was reigning when he was robed in purple and crowned with thorns… 
Christ was reigning when he hung on the cross. It’s more likely that our reigning with Christ 
will look a lot like the reigning that Christ carried out on earth. And that’s a good thing! While 
we should expect life on this earth to be less than stellar in regard to our physical well-being, 
all that will only serve to magnify the greatness of heaven’s perfection in the light of our 
brother, Jesus. 

- (the rest of the dead did not come to life until the thousand years were ended.) – 
Unbelievers…they will only rise once, at the second resurrection (which is their first). 
This again is the driving force behind our ministry and witnessing. We want this 
number to be as small as possible. We, like God, want ALL to be saved and to come to a 
knowledge of the truth, but for those who reject Christ now, they will be judged without 
his forgiveness on the Last Day.  

- This is the first resurrection – This is the resurrection that happens during our time of grace, 
the one that we share because of Christ’s own resurrection (see 1 Corinthians 15). 
- Blessed and holy – Both of these are important parts of our identity as Christians. We are 
receiving now the rich and abundant blessings of our gracious God. The fact that we are holy 
doesn’t appear evident here and now, but that’s because it’s not a holiness we possess, but that 
is given to us because of what Christ has done. We are clothed in his holiness and the 
righteousness and blessings that follow are the results, not the cause of that holiness. 

+ are those who have part in the first resurrection – aka Christians 
* The second death has no power over them – We’ve seen a couple of allusions to 
this concept, but the clearest ones are coming in the following verses. Because of 
Christ, we both avoid the eternal destruction that we had earned, and enjoy the 
eternity of heaven that he won! What an exchange! What amazing grace! 
* but they will be priests of God and of Christ – Priests offer sacrifices and bring 
prayers and petitions…since Christ offered the once-for-all sacrifice, our only 
role as priests is to bring those requests to God on behalf of all people. 
* and will reign with him for a thousand years – Need I say more here? See the 
above notes for more on what this does (and does not) mean. 

!4



 The Book of Revelation – Chapter 20: The Last Ba1le and the Last Judgment (Vision 7 of 7) 

Satan Defeated – 20:7-10  
The Multitudes Devoured 20:7-9  
- When the thousand years are over – Again, the symbolic 
1000 years stands for the New Testament era, so this puts 
us at Judgment Day. 
- Satan will be released from his prison – Now this is when 
Satan thinks that his release is for his good behavior. He 
has already been defeated by Christ, but his sentence was 
commuted until just now, when he will be judged with everyone else who has rejected God. 
- and will go out to deceive the nations – We’ve seen this last-ditch effort several other times 
throughout the book: In the vision of the seals the gathered kings gave the reaction that we 
knew had been coming all along…they want their defeat to be swiY (but it will be unending) 
[6:15-17]; In the vision of the trumpets, the two hundred million horses with snake tails [9:16ff] 
mounted their assault which culminated in the persecution of the two witnesses [11:1-14]; 
More recently we saw in the vision of the bowls the plain of Mount Megiddo (or 
[H]Armageddon), where every army gathered to mount their final aLack against God and his 
people [16:12-16]; Finally, in the closing verses of the previous chapter, we saw the same group 
gathered together…in the same way…with the same result, leaving a feast for the carrion birds 
[19:19-21]. If you’re looking for more Bible Trivia fun, look up Ezekiel 39:17-20 to see how this 
same baLle (and its result) have been prophesied from the Old Testament. 

+ in the four corners of the earth – The “four corners” is about as clear of a reference as 
we have seen (with the exception of the opening verses to chapter 7) of how the number 
4 and lists of four things stand for the whole world. No one is exempted from this 
deception…all fall prey to the enticing draw of Satan’s tempting offer. However, as we 
just saw again, this baLle plan will fall just as far short and will leave all his followers in 
a burning lake, rather than on their falsely promised thrones. 
+ Gog and Magog – Going again to Ezekiel, we see these two described as great enemies 
of God’s people [Ezekiel 38:1-39:1-15]. Identifications for these antichristian forces have 
been guessed throughout the years (including some identifying the former USSR as 
both Gog and Magog). In the end it makes liLle difference who these forces are, since 
their ultimate stand against God results in ashes and dust. 

- and to gather them for baHle – …He hopes there will be baLle; no fighting actually happens. 
+ In number they are like the sand of the seashore – Similar to Genesis 13:16 and 15:5 
concerning the multitude of Abraham’s descendants…they can’t be counted. 

- They marched across the breadth of the earth – To muster their forces and gather together. 
- and surrounded the camp of God’s people – 2 Kings 6:8-23 (esp. v.17) …I’m not worried. 

+ the city he loves – Jerusalem, not the physical city, but the people who are spiritual 
citizens of God’s capital city. 

- But fire came down from heaven and devoured them – In the same way that the cities of 
Sodom and Gomorrah faced their judgment, so God sweeps away the mightiest armies in 
earth’s history as though they were so much dust to be wiped away. 
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The Devil and the Lake of Burning Sulfur 20:10 
 - And the devil – Oh yeah, he’s the one who’s in charge of this major 
assault, isn’t he…let’s see what God has in store for him. But before 
we do, let’s take a quick moment and review why it is that he’s 
facing this judgment… 

+ who deceived them – Yes, this goes all the way back to the 
garden of Eden. Additionally, Satan hasn’t stopped deceiving 
from that day until this final Day, and for that deception God 
is bringing the just judgment of this adversary of both the 
Lord and all his people. 

- was thrown into the lake of burning sulfur – Described earlier as 
the lake of fire (and again at the end of this chapter as the fate for 
death, Hades and “anyone whose name was not found wriHen in the 
book of life” [v.14, 15]. The addition of the “sulfur” detail adds the 
roLen-egg-smell already associated with the servants of hell [Psalm 
11:6; Isaiah 30:33; Revelation 9:17-18, 14:10] 

+ where the beast and the false prophet had been thrown – We did have an introduction 
to this lake of fire back in 19:20. What’s most distressing about this lake of fire—and 
those who are thrown into it—is that they are alive when this happens…that means 
that they suffer the living death and torment eternally, or another way to put it is: 

- they will be tormented – The physical pain of being immersed into a lake of burning is bad 
enough, but the real torment comes from the separation from God’s loving presence. This giY 
of God is really the only thing that sustains us from day to day, it’s what gives us our daily 
bread and our daily breath, and without it is how all who perish in hellish torture must 
continually exist…forever… 

+ day and night – constantly…all day 
+ forever and ever – never ending…every day 

The Great White Throne and the Books of Judgment 20:11-15 
The Great White Throne 20:11  
 - Then I saw a great white throne – White, because of the 
one who is seated on it…white, because of his purity and 
holiness. 
- and him who was seated on it – I don’t think I need to 
bother identifying the Holy One seated on this throne… 
- The earth and the heavens fled from his presence – 
Having been corrupted by the touch of sin, even the earth 
itself and all the heavenly bodies cannot be in the presence 
of our holy God. This is the reason that God gave John a 

vision of the new heavens and the new earth. The old ones simply will not do…everything is 
now without sin! 
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- and there was no place for them – …for the aforementioned reason of sinful corruption. 
The Books Opened 20:12-13 
- And I saw the dead – Judgment Day means that body 
and soul of all those who have died from Abel to the last 
person on earth who dies…all will be reunited—soul and 
body—to be before the Lord forever. 

+ great and small – Opposite extremes indicating 
everyone on the whole spectrum…no one is 
excluded...though the end result certainly varies. 
+ standing before the throne – As mentioned above 
in reference to the thrones of believers, this is the 
ultimate place of appeals, and the final Judgment seat for all people… 

- and books were opened – On this point I defer to Dr. Becker: 

“The statement, “Books were opened,” is awesome in its simplicity. According to the psalmist the 
wicked man says that God has forgoLen his evil deeds and that he will never call them to account 
[Psalm 10:11, 13]. While wicked men may not always verbalize such thoughts, these words do express 
the secret hope of every guilty heart. But on the day of judgment, books will be opened. What is 
wriLen in those opened books is indicated by the context. When the books are opened men are 
judged out of what is wriLen there, “according to what they have done.” The record is complete”  
–Becker, 321 

- Another book was opened – This is a book that is distinct from the books mentioned before 
that list the deeds of people. In this book, it seems there is only one thing wriLen: names [3:5]. 
This book is mentioned—you guessed it—seven times in the book of Revelation [3:5; 13:8; 17:8; 
20:12, 15; 21:27; 22:19]…you know, in case you hadn’t had enough reminders of God’s covenant 
promises throughout the rest of the book.  

+ which is the book of life – The fact that this book is distinct from the books recording 
the deeds of people is a powerful reminder that our salvation is not in any way 
dependent on our deeds, but rather on the work of the One whose blood is the ink on 
the pages of that other book. God has chosen and predestined us from eternity 
[Ephesians 1:3-6], and he will carry through on that promise to bring us home to him. 
**Also of note here is that there is no book of death…no one is lost because they are 
predestined to eternal damnation, but rather because of their deeds recorded and 
remembered before God’s throne on that last day.** 
+ The dead were judged – So now we get to the point where we knew we were headed as 
soon as we saw that throne…but there’s a (seeming) difficult here: 

* according to what they had done – Is John wrong in saying that we will be 
judged by what we have done too? Through Christ’s forgiveness, all the wrong 
deeds that might have been recorded in those books have been bloLed out and 
erased [Isaiah 43:25]. Paul wrote “God made him who had no sin to be sin for us, 
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so that in him we might become the righteousness of God” [2 Corinthians 5:21]. 
* as recorded in the books – So therefore, when God opens the books that record 
our deeds and looks under our names, he will not see the devastating laundry 
list of sins we have all commiLed, but rather the bloLed blood and whited-out 
pages cleansed in the blood of Christ. 

- The sea gave up the dead that were in it – Just as the earth had done, so the same happens 
with those who died at sea…In other words, where/how your body was buried makes no 
difference on the last day. God will raise up and restore everyone to face the same judgment, 
no maLer what happened leading up to that Judgment. 
- and death and Hades gave up the dead that were in them – See notes above. 
- and each person was judged – Just to be clear…this isn’t just those who have been buried…
this is for everyone, alive or dead, buried or drowned, cast to the far ends of the universe, or 
hiding in the bowels of a mountain cave…everyone. 

+ according to what they had done – Or what Christ has done, as the case may be. 

Death and Life 20:14-15  
- Then death and Hades were thrown into the lake of 
fire – The places that served as the host for those who 
had rejected Christ were now thrown wholesale into 
the same lake of fire into which their leaders had 
already been thrown [19:20, 20:10].  

+ The lake of fire is the second death – This is 
the death that believers NEVER experience 
[2:11; 20:6]. Yet those who are judged here are 
judged for their sinfulness (listed in more 
detail in 21:8). 

- Anyone whose name was not found wriHen in the book of life was thrown into the lake of 
fire – This is why we must work and strive day-in and day-out while there is still time…the 
time of grace of both us to spread God’s Word and for a dying world to heard that saving 
message is limited. We have an interesting banner that we hang during the End Time season 
which says, “Live as though Christ died yesterday, rose today, and is coming back tomorrow.” 
One of my seminary professors used the term “end times urgency” to describe the same 
concept: Judgement Day is coming, and while our eternity is secure in Christ’s nail-pierced 
hands, it’s for that very reason that we will do EVERYTHING we can to be sure that we spread 
that news to EVERYONE we are able! 
 

!8


