
 The Book of Revelation – Chapter 8: The Seven Trumpets (Vision 3 of 7)

The Seventh Seal – 8:1-5 
- Silence, seals, and sevens – 8:1-2 
- When he opened the seventh seal – This is the end of 
the second vision and it leads immediately and 
seamlessly into the third vision. This indicates that there 
is a close connection between these two visions and a 
look at the content will reveal that approach to be 
accurate. Both visions were also divided into a set of 4 
followed by a set of 3 (though the vision of seals was 
interrupted by those sealed on earth and in heaven). 
- silence in heaven – This is a momentous occasion, this practice is still observed as a “moment 
of silence” marks the commemoration of a particularly influential or devastating event. 
- about half an hour – Not likely the *actual* amount of time, rather it's probably listed to 
prove a point: Any kind of silence can cause discomfort and anticipation. This length of silence 
would draw the aMention of all present, and at the moment that it was broken, EVERY ear 
would be completely tuned to the voice that broke it. 
- seventh seal...the seven angels...seven trumpets – Once again, 7 is the number of the covenant. 
God (3) is interacting with his created world (4). 
- the seven angels who stand before God – There are a few different approaches to why these 
seven angels receive a particular indication: 

+ Seven “arch”-angels – Though they are never mentioned anywhere else in canonical 
Scripture as such, it is possible that these seven angels hold a higher position than all 
the others in heaven. These receive special assignments from God and carry out his 
purposes.  
+ “Seven” as a symbol – Since seven is the number of the covenant, these could just be 
the angels that God uses to carry out his will. Whether there are actually “seven” angels 
or not is irrelevant, the key is that God's will is carried out and these messengers have 
the privilege to bring it about. 
+ Locational understanding – Since the Lamb is the only one who is worthy to open the 
seals, it could just be referring to the seven angels who appeared before God. This one 
generalizes the meaning and takes the focus off of the “whom” and turns us to the 
“where” which is important, considering the things that are about to happen... 

- to them were given – As in the vision of the seals, the trumpets that the angels received were 
given to them. This passive voice means that these aren't rogue angels taking divine 
destruction into their own hands, but rather that everything they do is under order from God 
himself.  
- seven trumpets – If the “seals” in the last vision were meant to show 1) hidden glory and 2) 
possession, then these trumpets point to 1) an important announcement and 2) a message that 
everyone can hear (especially when we consider the half-hour silence that preceded it). 
Trumpets are also used to announce the coming of royalty, a fiMing prelude to the return of the 
true King near the end of the book. 
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 -  The beginning of the end – 8:3-5 
- golden censer – Censers are filled with incense (you would not 
believe how long it took me to see the linguistic connection 
between those two words!) They are used to spread scent and 
smoke and generally are aMached by a long chain so that the one 
carrying them won't burn their hands on the hot, metal cage. 
There may be a connection to the “golden bowls full of incense” 
from 5:8, but we'll look more closely at those bowls later in the 
book [Chapters 15-16]. 
- stood at the (golden) altar – Remember this altar? This is the same one from earlier in the 
previous vision when the 5th seal was opened [6:9-11].  
- was given much incense to offer – Once again, this golden censer (that is about to hurtle 
toward the earth) is not taken by the angel, but given to the angel. And here, with the censer 
filled with incense and the prayers of the saints is a clear answer to the prayers of the saints 
and a powerful showing of the retribution that belongs solely to God [Deuteronomy 32:35, 
Romans 12:19]. 

+ with the prayers of all the saints – The martyrs under the altar made the request of 
God to hasten his judgment, and now those prayers are conveyed into his presence. 
Note that although we are later in the book, we are at a concurrent time to the beginning 
parts of the vision of the seals [Chapter 6]. 
+ on the golden altar – This is to distinguish this altar from the altar of sacrifice. Rather 
than offering bloody sacrifices here, the priests would offer prayers and incense that 
would both rise to the presence of God [Exodus 30:1-8, Leviticus 16:12-13, Psalm 141:2, 
Malachi 1:11, Hebrews 9:4]. 
+ before the throne – The altar of incense in the Tabernacle was placed immediately 
before the curtain into the Holy of Holies.  This altar of incense is similarly placed very 
near to the presence of God. 

- the smoke of the incense – While God does not hear the prayers of sinful people [John 9:31], 
he does hear the prayers of believers. However the only reason that he hears our prayers is 
because of the purifying “incense” of Jesus. Becker explains: “God does not hear sinners, and 
as sinners, so Luther says, we deserve nothing but punishment. But Jesus has washed us clean 
from all sins in his blood. In that way he has given us the right to approach God in prayer. His 
atoning merit makes our prayers, tainted as they are, acceptable to God” (Becker, 135-6). 
- together with the prayers of the saints – Where before the incense was a symbol of the 
prayers of the saints [5:8], here we have both prayers and incense together. Jesus' merit is given 
to us and we invoke that (literally) when we pray in his name. And as Jesus himself said, “My 
Father will give you whatever you ask in my name” [John 16:23]. 
- from the angel's hand – As we saw with the four angels holding back the four winds, God 
ooen entrusts the implementation of his will to his ministering servants, the angels [Hebrews 
1:14]. Cherubim (a kind of angels) also appeared over the ark of the covenant on the mercy 
seat of God [Exodus 37:7-8]. 
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- filled [the censer] with fire from the altar – In a very similar vision, Isaiah is approached by 
an angel that is ministering at an altar that is before the throne of God. This fire is used for 
purifying Isaiah from his sins and making him able to say, “Here am I! Send me!” [Isaiah 6:6-7]  
- hurled it on the earth – This, combined with the purifying aspect of the altar-fire, is the 
reason that the specific prayers in discussion here are the prayers of the penitent for vengeance 
on the wicked. This fiery ball of prayer and incense flies toward the earth as a manifestation of 
God's judgment against the wicked of the earth. 
- peals of thunder, rumblings, flashes of lightning, and an earthquake – Here we have a similar 
upheaval of the earth to what we saw at the end of chapter 6 with the opening of the 6th seal. 
This seems to indicate that our “instant replay” isn't going all the way back to the beginning of 
the end times (aka the New Testament era), but seems closer to the Last Day, but we will hold 
off on that conclusion for the moment... 

The First Four Trumpets – 8:6-13 
- The First Trumpet – 8:6-7  
- prepared to sound them – As we prepare to take a closer look at 
these first 4 parts of the vision of trumpets, we  should note that 
there is a link (in content, not so much in order) between the 
events listed here and the plagues that occurred in Egypt when 
God called his people to leave there and head for the promised 
land. In a similar way, these events signal that the time to enter 
the true Promised Land was fast approaching for God's people. 
- hail and fire – The seventh Egyptian plague was one of hail 

[Exodus 9:13-35]. Here it seems that the fire takes a more prominent role (and in fact most of 
the trumpets feature some kind of fire), but there was a fiery element in the original plague as 
well [Exodus 9:23-24]. 
- mixed with blood – Blood is a substance that is ooen used in Scripture for cleansing, 
purification, and access. Blood is the life of the being, and as such it is the most precious 
substance of our being [Genesis 9:4, Leviticus 17:11, 14]. Under the old covenant the blood of 
one of the sacrifices was sprinkled on the altar, priests, and people to purify them [Exodus 
24:6-8, Leviticus 17:11-14], ultimately completed in the cross of Christ [Ephesians 1:7, 
Colossians 1:20]. This picture is revived in the leMer to the Hebrews [Hebrews 9:22] and 
Revelation [Revelation 7:14]. As far as the “access” side of things, God granted access to those 
priests only aoer the sacrifice had been made and the blood of purification had been sprinkled, 
which in the Old Testament was really just a shadow of the access won by the blood of Christ 
[Hebrews 9:12-14, 1 Peter 1:19, 1 John 5:6]. So this blood simultaneously serves to purify the 
earth and to offer access to those who have been purified by that blood into the New Heaven 
and the New Earth [Revelation 1:5, 5:9, 12:11]. 
- it was hurled down upon the earth – The direction of this avenging judgment is from heaven 
to earth. This also evokes the powerful picture of a meteor or comet coming down on the earth 
and bearing the destruction of God in its fiery wake. 
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- a third of the earth...a third of the trees...and all the green grass – These are significant 
numbers, numbers of things that were created on the third day of creation [Genesis 1:9-13]. 
This unraveling of God's creation creates an image of the undoing of what was done at the 
very beginning of time. This book-ending of Creation with destruction gives us the impression 
that we aren't just in the end times, but this vision of the trumpets is THE end... except not yet, 
we are still only at potions of the world, not the whole earth yet, but that is not too far behind. 
- was burned up – As we'll see in the upcoming parts of the vision the destruction fits the 
destroyed portion. Here the natural “enemy” to grass and trees is fire, so those green and lush 
visions are consumed by the blazing reds and golden tones of flaming tongues. This striking 
vision alone draws the aMention of the reader, but the significance of the percentage that is 
destroyed changes this from a powerful sight to an unimaginable horror! 
  
- The Second Trumpet – 8:8-9 
- something like a large mountain – This is a huge mass of 
land, and when that kind of mass enters a body of water, an 
equal amount of mass is displaced...in other words, in 
addition to the massive initial destruction, the fiery inferno, 
and the transformation of the water into blood, NOW 
there's also going to be a massive tidal wave of destruction 
released in all directions from the point of impact! 
- all ablaze – Once again we see the common theme of fire 
that resounds like a refrain through each of these trumpet blasts. While fire is not the natural 
enemy of water (quite the opposite, in fact), the fire here is so fierce and powerful that in spite 
of the way that nature normally works, this fiery mountain actually destroyed some of the sea! 
- was thrown into the sea – We turn the clock back to the second day of Creation [Genesis 
1:6-8] to see the destruction of the sea...as well as day 5 [Genesis 1:20-23] to see the creatures 
within the sea also facing the same calamitous destruction. Also note yet again that this doesn't 
just happen, this isn't just an event of happenstance, but this is caused by the hand of God 
himself, facilitated by his angelic servant throwing that fiery mountain down to the earth.  
-  a third of the sea...a third of the living creatures in the sea...a third of the ships – Once again 
the significant percentage of life that is destroyed by this trumpet blast is staggering. These 
three categories divide the sea into 1) an entity to itself, 2) a basin of life, and 3) a facilitator of 
trade and commerce. All three are crushed beneath the debilitating weight of this vengeance-
filled action. 
- turned into blood...died...were destroyed – Here is our connection to the plagues in Egypt. 
God commanded Moses to extend the staff he had been given over the waters of the river that 
served as Egypt's life-blood and in so doing he turned it into blood [Exodus 7:14-25].  The Nile 
river was turned to blood [Exodus 7:20] and all the fish in the Nile died [Exodus 7:21]. 
Similarly here we have the destruction of water, but it's not just the source of food and water 
for a single country, but a third of the earth that experiences this colossal devastation. 
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- The Third Trumpet – 8:10-11 
- a great star...fell from the sky – Normally I'd chalk this up to 
poetic recurrence of a theme (which we also saw in v.7 and 8 and 
will appear again in 9:1). But here, particularly with the upcoming 
reference to “Wormwood” it seems appropriate to tie in Jesus' 
words to his disciples aoer seventy-two of them returned from a 
mission trip [Luke 10:18, see also Isaiah 14:12]. More on 
wormwood below. The fact that this is a “great” star means that 
this fall is more significant and noticeable than any other star. 

- ...blazing like a torch – The fiery theme returns and reruns. The picture of the “torch” points 
us again to the idea that this is Satan (in Isaiah 14 the word for “morning star” is ooen 
translated as Lucifer, which means “light bringer”).  
- a third of the rivers...[the springs of water]...a third of the waters...and many people – These 
rivers, springs and waters are all sources of fresh, clean drinking water. People are remarkably 
resilient and are able to endure any number of harsh hardships and difficulties...with one 
exception: Without water, people cannot survive. Our next connection to the plagues of Egypt 
is the same as the last, with the focus being especially on that point that everything in the Nile 
died as a result of it turning to blood [Exodus 7:21]. Once again we have a third destroyed 
which while a significant portion is still not everything...we're still not at the very end yet. 
- Wormwood – You may know this name as the addressee in C. S. Lewis's Screwtape LeIers, 
perhaps you know it from botany as a toxic plant that is a base in poisons or perhaps you even 
know it as one of the active ingredients in absinthe, but in any case, the name wormwood 
invokes visions of poison and death. Even the name itself seems to point to the worm-infested 
wood of a coffin, buried 6-feet under. 
- turned biNer – Because of this detail, the most likely (and most historically feasible) 
understanding is of the poisonous plant that would be incorporated into the waters to make 
them undrinkable. Two other instances of “biMerness” come to mind: Ruth's mother-in-law 
Naomi—aoer the two of them returned from the land of Moab—asked that her friends call her 
“Mara” (which means “biMer”), since she returned without her husband and two sons [Ruth 
1:19-21]. The second instance (which actually occurred first) is the closer connection and took 
place shortly aoer the parting of the Red Sea (which subsequently followed on the tails of the 
plagues). When they reached the wilderness of Shur they came to a place that was called Mara 
(or “biMer”) and the water was not potable, so God told Moses a log that he was to throw into 
the waters (any of this sounding familiar...?) The difference between the results of this wood 
entering the water is the exact opposite: At Mara, the wood made the water “sweet”...in 
Revelation 8, wormwood made the water into a deadly poison. 
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- The Fourth Trumpet – 8:12 
 - a third of the sun...a third of the moon...and a third of the stars...a third of them...a third of 
the day...also a third of the night – Again we have the incomplete destruction, this time aiming 
at the 4th day of Creation and all the heavenly hosts: sun, moon, and stars [Genesis 1:14-19]. 
This, while frightening, is not quite as destructive as some of the former effects of the 
trumpets, which seems strange until... 
- was struck...turned dark...was without light – The connection to the plagues for this one is 
one of the clearest and easiest to see (even though it's so dark...ha. ha. ha.) The ninth plague 
brought complete darkness to the land of Egypt [Exodus 10:21-29], but there is a much more 
significant point to be brought out here and that is the position of this plague. This was the last 
plague to occur before the final, most devastating plague that rocked the land of Egypt, the 
plague of the firstborn. In other words, you could say that the plague of darkness was the 
prelude to the destruction that was about to come...and if that wasn't clear before, look at the 
next verse:  

- Woe from the eagle – 8:13 
- As I watched – A continuation of the present vision, not the “then I looked” that would signal 
a new vision. 
- an eagle that was flying in midair – An eagle is not only a majestic sight, but is also able to 
carry a message more quickly. The connection to one of the four living creatures may or may 
not be coincidence, but they are not the same creatures [4:7]. 
- called out in a loud voice – This message is important and it is a message to be heard! It's no 
coincidence that this loud announcement comes in the midst of the vision of trumpets. 
- Woe! Woe! Woe! – The message is clear, the threefold nature of it, in the symbolic nature of 
the book, indicates that these “Woes” are coming from God, that happened another time 
[MaMhew 11:20-24] 
- because of the trumpet blasts about to be sounded – If you thought you saw a lot in these first 
four trumpet calls, just wait til you see what's coming next...
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