
 The Book of Revelation – Chapter 9: The Seven Trumpets (Vision 3 of 7) continued

The Fi'h Trumpet (Woe #1/3) – 8:13-9:11 
- The Opening of the Abyss 8:13-9:6 
- The last verse of chapter 8 serves as a transitional 
indicator that leads us into the content of the next 
trumpets. Since the content is more intense in these next 
few, John braces us with the words of the eagle. 
- a star – Stars in Revelation can refer both to natural, 
heavenly bodies, and also to leaders (the seven “stars” 
of the seven churches were the angels (pastors) of those 
churches [1:20]. This star, like the star that appeared at 
the sounding of the 3rd trumpet refers to Satan, the leader of the Abyss [v.11].  
- that had fallen from the sky to the earth – His fall is referenced in Jesus’ words at the return 
of the 72 he sent out [Luke 10:18]. Christ’s victory over the fallen angel army is complete, and 
he has given that victory to us, his servants. However Satan still wields influence and power 
over this earth in a limited way. For an example see his requests to harm Job [Job 1:6-12, 2:1-8]. 
- The star was given the key – This is a tricky one, since technically God is the only one who 
sends people to hell. This key apparently only “unlocks” that shaX of the Abyss for this 
occasion.  
- to the sha7 of the Abyss – When the fourth seal was opened [6:7-8] the rider on the pale 
horse brought along Death and Hades in his wake. Similarly here, Satan opens the shaX of the 
Abyss to bring forth a terrifying army from there to follow him in his destructive work. The 
fact that there is a “shaX” here indicates the great distance and separation that normally exist 
between the realm of the Abyss (hell) and the earth. By unlocking that shaX, Satan is opening 
the way for the beings that dwell with him in torment to come on the earth and wreak the 
havoc that will soon be revealed. 
- When he opened the Abyss – This means that the Abyss had been closed (and clearly locked). 
Only God has the power to send anyone to hell [Ma^hew 10:28, Luke 12:4-5], so again he is not 
casting any additional people into hellish torment, but he is enabled to enact a portion of that 
torment upon those who are still on the earth. 
- smoke rose from it (like the smoke from a gigantic furnace) – Hell is oXen pictured as a place 
of eternal fire (or lake of fire and sulfur [Ma^hew 25:41, 2 Thessalonians 1:9, Revelation 14:10, 
19:20, 21:8]). Another reference that may be missed is the smoking remains of God’s judgment 
against impenitent sinners of the past: Sodom and Gomorrah [Genesis 19:28] and Edom, the 
nation descended from Jacob’s twin brother, Esau [Isaiah 34:8-10]. 
- The sun and sky were darkened by the smoke from the Abyss – Most closely resembles the 
prophecy of Joel that Peter also quotes in his Pentecost sermon [Joel 2:10b, 30-32, 3:15, Acts 
2:19-21]. What makes this reference even more compelling is the fact that the book of Joel 
focuses on the day of the LORD that is preceded and accompanied by a plague of locusts! As 
we examine the description of those locusts more closely, we’ll see that the similarities are 
inescapably similar.  
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- And out of the smoke – The destruction that the locusts bring about (in addition to the hellfire 
that they come from) produces much fire and smoke [Joel 1:19-20, 2:2-3, 30].  
- locusts came down upon the earth – Locusts were among the most devastating creatures with 
virtually nothing to defend against them. A once lush and beautiful field could be stripped to 
dry, brown earth in a ma^er of hours as the billions (!) of locusts in a single swarm sweep 
through and destroy. In addition to the connection to Joel (mentioned above), we also have 
another connection to the plagues in Egypt [10:1-20]. In that plague the locusts essentially 
cleaned up whatever had been leX over aXer the plague of hail. Unlike that plague, however, 
God’s people were spared the destruction that ensued in John’s vision…the plague in Egypt 
struck every green plant in the entire country. 
- and were given power like that of scorpions of the earth – As we have had in several other 
visions in the book, it’s important to note that the power these locusts wield “was given” to 
them. God’s hand is over all the devastation and destruction that occurs, no ma^er where and 
no ma^er when. He allows certain things to happen that might not seem to be characteristic of 
his normal way of operation so that his will may be brought about. 
- They were told – Unlike the hordes of locusts that are driven by swarm-mentality and an 
insatiable hunger, these locusts are martialed like troops at the command of the Lord [Joel 
2:25]. 
- not to harm the grass of the earth or any plant or tree – These locusts also do not strike the 
same targets that most locusts would, rather their devastation is directed elsewhere… 
- only those people who did not have the seal of God on their foreheads – Just as the believers 
were sealed in the previous vision of the seven seals [7:3], so the Lord shows again that he 
knows his own. His divine protection keeps them safe from the seemingly uncontrollable 
destruction of an otherwise unstoppable force. 
- They were not given power to kill them – What’s happening here is not what would be 
expected, this is a severe limitation on an otherwise complete destruction.  
- only to torture them for five months – Here a double-restriction is placed on the locusts: 
targets and time. They were only allowed to a^ack people (and only certain people) and they 
were only allowed to a^ack for 5 months (1/2 of 10…which would be the “complete” time). 
- During those days – Once again pointing to the fact that this is only a temporary plague…it 
lasts for a long time (most locust plagues only last a ma^er of days…this is nearly half a year!), 
but it does not last forever…this is a sign that the end is near, it is not the end itself. 
- men will seek death, but they will not find it, they will long to die, but death will elude them 
– Both of these phrases happen when people give up on their lives. When things seem 
hopeless they seek the end that death brings…truly the suffering must be great for this to 
happen. 

- The “Locusts” 9:7-11  
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- Note how many times the word “like” is used here…
nothing quite like them has ever been seen before, so John 
is forced to use other more familiar things to paint the 
picture more clearly for us. 
- looked like horses prepared for baDle – Probably 
meaning “armored.” The military language used 
throughout this section seems to reinforce the concept that 
this plague of locusts is an army sent to do the bidding of 
the Lord. They are under command, they are waging 
warfare. 
- wore something like crowns of gold – Crowns in Revelation indicate “victory,” which would 
seem quite frightening 1) if they were a^acking believers (which they are not and cannot) and 
2) if they actually were crowns, instead of “something like crowns.” This most likely indicates 
that they seem capable of the victory (aka they are formidable foes), but even they cannot take 
the victory from the nail-pierced palms of Jesus!  
- faces resembled human faces – How oXen the forces of hellish fury use people to accomplish 
their devious means. They are not really people, but they are so similar that if it weren’t for the 
rest of their appearance it would likely be impossible to tell the difference. Demons are subtle 
in their a^acks and will rarely show their true form, this allows them to lead others into a state 
of lethargic compliance and makes them easier targets for their wily temptations. 
- hair was like women’s hair – long (perhaps “alluring”…though that seems less likely given 
the rest of their appearance)…teeth were like lions’ teeth – long, sharp, deadly 
- had breastplates like breastplates of iron – Once again, in addition to the military language, 
this also shows their strength, ordinary means of combat will not conquer these foes…at least 
they wouldn’t if these enemies weren’t already conquered by the blood of the Lamb. 
- sound of their wings was like the thundering of many horses and chariots entering into baDle 
– Yet another reference to militaristic appearance and function. This also is similar to what an 
actual locust horde would sound like (if you’ve ever heard cicadas you know the sound). The 
dull thrum of the wings perpetuated perpetually over the field of ba^le. 
-  They had tails and stingers like scorpions (and in their tails they had power to torment 
people for five months) – As mentioned above, the scorpion-like a^ributes will cause immense 
suffering, yet they will not cause death, nor will they affect everyone, nor will they last forever.  
- They had as king over them the angel of the Abyss – Satan is just as much a prisoner in hell as 
all his demonic followers and unbelieving a^endants, but he does hold a position of authority 
among them. Sort of like being the student council president…you don’t wield any actual 
influence, but you are in a position above your peers and underclassmen. 
- Hebrew Abaddon (ַאָבְדדֹן) Greek Apollyon (Ἀπολλύων) – Both names are translated as 
“Destroyer,” which fits the events of the vision. Satan means “accuser,” and the Devil means 
“liar,” but the focal point of this section is the destruction that comes on nonbelievers as a 
result of “the angel of the Abyss” and his influence. 

The Sixth Trumpet (Woe #2/3) – 9:12-21 
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-The Sixth Trumpet 9:12-16 
- The first woe is past; two other woes are yet to come – John 
doesn’t want his readers to lose sight of where we are in the 
narrative…as frightening and devastating as the locusts may 
be, they are still just the first of 3 woes, they are only the first 
taste of the full force that is about to be revealed on the earth. 
- I heard a voice from the [four] horns of the golden [incense] 
altar that is before God – The two words bracketed here are in the Greek, but are leX 
untranslated in the NIV (I could not tell you why…), but both offer additional significance 
here. The voice speaks from the same altar where the prayers of the saints were gathered and 
hurled with the incense to strike the earth with God’s vengeful justice [8:3-5]. The four horns 
are mentioned because this trumpet rather than having its origins in Satan or the demons at 
his command seems to be drawing its strength from the earth itself. When we speak of our 
three most fearsome enemies (the devil, the world, and our own sinful flesh) we speak of the 
world as its own entity, even though it is simply allowing the thoughts and desires of people to 
perpetuate throughout the created order of the world. 
- Release the four angels that are bound at the great river Euphrates – The Euphrates, in 
addition to being one of the two rivers that borders the “fertile crescent” in Mesopotamia 
(literally “between the rivers”) is one of the four rivers that fed the Garden of Eden [Genesis 
2:10-14]. The connection to the very beginning of creation as well as the nod back to the 
number 4 (for the earth) further enhances the understanding listed above that this trumpet 
signals the negative influence of the world on itself. Whether these four angels are meant to be 
the same angels as the ones “holding back the four winds” in 7:1ff is an interesting thought, 
but is unlikely given the fact that those angels were meant to bring a complete destruction, 
whereas these are only allowed “to kill a third of mankind” [v.15]. 
- the four angels who had been prepared for this hour, day, month, and year were released – 
This is the only detail that makes me doubt my statement above. These angels were placed 
here for this specific purpose and the level of detail John employs to indicate this exact time is 
laborious to say the least! No one knows the day or the hour, except God himself, but that 
doesn’t mean that these angels didn’t know the purpose for which they were put in place, even 
if they didn’t know the exact time when that purpose would be carried out. 
- to kill a third of mankind – Again, as with the previous occurrences of this same fraction, the 
point is not as an exact figure (some 2+ billion people currently), but rather to show 1) it is 
NOT everyone, but 2) it is a SIGNIFICANT portion of those who are on earth that are affected. 
What I find interesting is that there isn’t a limitation or protection offered for the servants of 
God here, there is no consideration for the marks on the forehead, just that a third of all people 
was affected. This is even more interesting when you consider the context of v.20-21 which we 
will examine in more detail below. 
- The number of the mounted troops was two hundred million – This number is a bit trickier to 
decipher than some others that we have encountered in the book. Becker understands it as 
20,000 regiments of 10,000 each, which indicates the great “number and diversity” of those 
represented, especially when compared in opposition to the singularity of the Truth. I tend to 
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see more of the “4”-ness (worldliness) that seems to be more in light with this trumpet than 
with previous ones. Those four angels seem to be the commanders of 4 ba^alions of 50,000,000 
each. That number is exactly 5 sets of of 10,000,000 which is 10^7 (the number of completeness 
to the power of the covenant). While this requires more mathematical gymnastics than 
Becker’s division, I believe it offers the further significance of showing that this army too is 
sent by God’s command, even though the content of their message is of man’s own making. 
- I heard their number – In other words, John did not count this seemingly countless host 
himself. In connection to this, Becker has some intriguing and thought-provoking words: 

“Truth has only one form. It is a unified whole. But falsehood can take on innumerable forms. 
Two contrary statements cannot both be true, but a hundred conflicting statements can all be 

false” (Becker, 149). 
  
- The Horses and Riders 9:17-19 
- Their breastplates were fiery red, dark blue, and yellow as 
sulfur – Three separate divisions, yet all picturing the same 
concept. When sulfur (yellow) burns (red) it emits a (bluish) 
vapor that is quite noxious for humans. Sulfur smells bad 
enough on its own (think ro^en eggs, if you’ve never 
smelled it before) but that odor is only amplified when 
burned. The fact that this poison is coming from their 
mouths indicates that the words of these horse-like 
creatures is what makes them so dangerous. 
- The heads of the horses resembled the heads of lions – In addition to the frightening by-
product that comes from their mouths, the mouths themselves are frightening and cause their 
enemies to freeze in fear at the mere sight of such horrifying beasts. 
- out of their mouths came fire, smoke, and sulfur – Again a three-fold division of the 
destructive substances that are emi^ed from the mouths of the creatures. The trifold armor 
and weapon of the horses both spew hellish poison on the unsuspecting victims. 
- a third of mankind was killed by the three plagues of fire, smoke, and sulfur that came out of 
their mouths – Once again one third is mentioned, and the significance of that number has 
been reiterated several times already. Again, in contrast to the locusts of the earlier part of the 
chapter, these creatures are not held back from killing their victims. The rancid venom that 
pours from their mouths is enough to choke the life out a third of mankind…not everyone, but 
enough that the rest ought to have noticed the danger they’re in… 
- The power of the horses was in their mouths and in their tails – As a more subtle weapon, 
the beasts can also strike covertly with their snake-tails, bringing a secondary a^ack. 
- Their tails were like snakes, having heads with which they inflict injury – If the poisonous 
aspect of the beasts wasn’t clear before, the connection with snakes makes that inescapable. 
- Unrepentance Remains 9:20-21 
- The rest of mankind (that were not killed by these plagues) still did not repent of the work of 
their hands – Even though the death of 1/3 of the world would not be something that you 
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could ignore even if you wanted to (and why would 
you?!), the cause of death goes largely unnoticed and the 
remaining population still revels in the sins that caused the 
horses to come in the first place. The nature of 
unrepentance is that it doesn’t recognize the need for 
forgiveness and thus sees no reason to cease in sinning. 
Paul points out the consequences for similar acts in 
Romans 1, where God uses perverse sins as a punishment 
for persistent sin [Romans 1:18-32]! What follows is a list of various ways that they continued 
in impenitently sinning against both tables of the Law (love God and love your neighbor 
[Mark 12:30-31]): 
- They did not stop worshiping:  

+ …demons – Demons are fallen angels that once served God, but decided instead to 
rebel with Satan and try their luck in his ranks. The demons and Satan were all defeated 
with Christ’s death on Calvary, so to worship them is to worship the defeated…similar 
to persistent allegiance aXer a war has been lost, it doesn’t get you very far. These, at 
least, are creations of God…what follows aren’t even that… 
+ …idols of gold, silver, bronze, stone, and wood – Isaiah broaches this topic several 
times in his book [Isaiah 41:21-2944:9-20, ch. 46, 57:1-13]. He points out how u^erly 
foolish it is for the one who made such idols to turn to them for help. There is no more 
power in them than in empty pots and dried bones [Ezekiel 37]. 
+ …idols that cannot see or hear or walk – To further prove the point, John and Isaiah 
both show the futility of idolatry because idols can’t even fend for themselves. Isaiah 
points out that the very same wood used to cook a meal was used to fashion a ‘god.’ 
What god could it be if it’s relative was just consumed by the fire!? So John here implies 
the question: How can something that cannot see your problems, cannot hear your 
prayers, and cannot walk toward you hope to help you in any way at all!? 

- Nor did they repent of: 
+ …their murders  …their magic arts …their sexual immorality …their the7s – Chapter 
9 ends with the bad news that the impenitence of people will persist to the very end, yet 
this also forms the segue to chapter 10, where we will hear that the forces of falsehood 
can never totally obscure  the truth!
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