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FAMILY PROCESSIONAL: Psalm 23
A psalm of David.  The Lord is my shepherd, I shall not be in want.  He makes me lie 
down in green pastures, he leads me beside quiet waters, he restores my soul.  He 
guides me in paths of righteousness for his name’s sake.  Even though I walk through 
the valley of the shadow of death, I will fear no evil, for you are with me; your rod 
and your staff, they comfort me.  You prepare a table before me in the presence of my 
enemies.  You anoint my head with oil; my cup overflows.  Surely goodness and love 
will follow me all the days of my life, and I will dwell in the house of the Lord forever.

THE CHRISTIAN FUNERAL OF HOWARD DARMER
Pastor:  In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.  Amen. 

Today we gather as the family and friends of our dear relative and friend Howard 
Darmer.  We have gathered to be comforted by the words and promises of our Savior, 
Jesus Christ.  Jesus Christ, the Son of God, was born as a baby at Christmas.  He 
lived the perfect life which we could not; yet God placed our sin upon him, and Jesus 
was crucified for our sin.  But death was not the end, because Jesus broke the power 
of death by rising from the grave on Easter Sunday.  
Our worship service today will focus on the forgiveness which Jesus won for Howard, 
for you, and for me.  We will talk about Christ’s promise of resurrection, and the 
promise of eternal life in heaven.  These facts form the foundation of our faith, and 
these facts are our source of comfort today and always.  
As we join to grieve with the grieving, let us also find comfort and joy in the words 
and promises of Jesus: that Howard was a forgiven child of God through Christ’s 
death and resurrection; that through Jesus, Howard now enjoys eternity with God; 
and that because of Christ’s resurrection, death will one day loosen its grip on 
Howard.  He will be raised from the dead, and he and all believers will live forever 
with God in heaven – body and soul.  
“The sting of death is sin, and the power of sin is the law.  But thanks be to 
God!  He gives us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ!”  (1 
Corinthians 15:56-57)
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HYMN: 152 – I Know that My Redeemer Lives 

READING OF THE OBITUARY

GREETING AND PRAYER
Order of Service from CW p. 144

We have come together to seek God’s comfort in our sorrow and to rejoice in the 
promise of the resurrection.  Grace and peace to you from God our Father and the 
Lord Jesus Christ, who said, “Come to me, all who are weary and burdened, and I will 
give you rest.”

Let us pray: 
Lord Jesus, you wept at the grave of your friend Lazarus, and you consoled Mary and 
Martha in their distress.  Draw near to us who mourn for Howard Darmer, and dry 
the tears of all who weep.  Calm our troubled hearts, dispel our doubts and fears, and 
lead us to praise you for having brought him to faith – as well as for keeping him in 
that Christian faith until death.  In your rising from the dead, you conquered death 
and opened the gates to eternal life.  Strengthen us with your Word, and lead us 
through this earthly life until at last we are united with you and all the saints in glory 
everlasting.  Amen.

HYMN: 752 – In Christ Alone (inside back cover)

RESURRECTION COMFORT
Please rise.

Pastor:  Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who comforts us in 
all our troubles, so that we can comfort those in any trouble with the comfort we 
ourselves have received from God.  The apostle Paul writes to the Romans: “The 
wages of sin is death, but the gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord.”  
Jesus gives us this comfort: “I am the resurrection and the life.  He who believes in 
me will live, even though he dies; and whoever lives and believes in me will never die.”

Pastor:  Death has been swallowed up in victory!  Thanks be to God!

Congregation:  He gives us the victory through our Lord  Jesus Christ.
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P:  When Christ, who is our life, appears,

C:  Then we also will appear with him in glory.

P:  We will be before the throne of God,

C:  And serve him day and night in his temple.

P:  Never again will we hunger;

C:  Never again will we thirst.

P:  For the Lamb at the center of the throne will be our shepherd; he will lead us to 
springs of living water.

C:  And God will wipe away every tear from our eyes.

P:  Let us pray:  God of all grace, you sent your Son Jesus to destroy the power of 
death and to open the kingdom of heaven to all believers.  Make us certain that 
because he lives, we too shall live.  Comfort us with your promise that neither death 
nor life nor things present nor things to come shall be able to separate us from your 
love which is in Christ Jesus our Lord.

C:  Amen.

THE WORD OF GOD
FIRST LESSON: Job 19:23-27
The believer’s confidence: “I know that my Redeemer lives, and I shall see him with my 
own eyes!”

23 “Oh, that my words were recorded, that they were written on a scroll, 24 that they 
were inscribed with an iron tool on lead, or engraved in rock forever!  25 I know that 
my Redeemer lives, and that in the end he will stand upon the earth.  26 And after 
my skin has been destroyed, yet in my flesh I will see God; 27# I myself will see him 
with my own eyes—I, and not another. How my heart yearns within me! 

SECOND LESSON: Revelation 7:9-17
The great multitude: Clothed in white, holding palm branches of victory, before the 
throne of God:

9 After this I looked and there before me was a great multitude that no one could 
count, from every nation, tribe, people and language, standing before the throne and 
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in front of the Lamb. They were wearing white robes and were holding palm 
branches in their hands. 10 And they cried out in a loud voice: 

“Salvation belongs to our God, who sits on the throne, and to the Lamb.” 

11 All the angels were standing around the throne and around the elders and the four 
living creatures. They fell down on their faces before the throne and worshiped God, 
12 saying: 

“Amen! Praise and glory and wisdom and thanks and honor and power and 
strength be to our God for ever and ever. Amen!” 

13 Then one of the elders asked me, “These in white robes—who are they, and where 
did they come from?”  14 I answered, “Sir, you know.”  And he said, “These are they 
who have come out of the great tribulation; they have washed their robes and made 
them white in the blood of the Lamb. 15 Therefore, “they are before the throne of 
God and serve him day and night in his temple; and he who sits on the throne will 
spread his tent over them.  16 Never again will they hunger; never again will they 
thirst.  The sun will not beat upon them, nor any scorching heat.  17 For the Lamb at 
the center of the throne will be their shepherd; he will lead them to springs of living 
water.  And God will wipe away every tear from their eyes.” 

THIRD LESSON: Revelation 21:1-4, 22-27
Heaven, the place where everything painful and sad is no more:

1 Then I saw a new heaven and a new earth, for the first heaven and the first earth 
had passed away, and there was no longer any sea. 2 I saw the Holy City, the new 
Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from God, prepared as a bride beautifully 
dressed for her husband. 3 And I heard a loud voice from the throne saying, “Now 
the dwelling of God is with men, and he will live with them. They will be his people, 
and God himself will be with them and be their God. 4 He will wipe every tear from 
their eyes. There will be no more death or mourning or crying or pain, for the old 
order of things has passed away.”  ...

22 I did not see a temple in the city, because the Lord God Almighty and the Lamb 
are its temple. 23 The city does not need the sun or the moon to shine on it, for the 
glory of God gives it light, and the Lamb is its lamp. 24 The nations will walk by its 
light, and the kings of the earth will bring their splendor into it. 25 On no day will its 
gates ever be shut, for there will be no night there. 26 The glory and honor of the 
nations will be brought into it. 27 Nothing impure will ever enter it, nor will anyone 
who does what is shameful or deceitful, but only those whose names are written in 
the Lamb’s book of life. 
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HYMN: 172 – Up through Endless Ranks of Angels

GOSPEL LESSON: John 14:1-6
Jesus promises to take his believers to their place in heaven:

“Do not let your hearts be troubled. Trust in God; trust also in me. 2 In my Father’s 
house are many rooms; if it were not so, I would have told you. I am going there to 
prepare a place for you. 3 And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come back 
and take you to be with me that you also may be where I am. 4 You know the way to 
the place where I am going.” 

5 Thomas said to him, “Lord, we don’t know where you are going, so how can we 
know the way?” 

6 Jesus answered, “I am the way and the truth and the life. No one comes to the 
Father except through me.

APOSTLES’ CREED
I believe in God, the Father almighty, maker of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord; who was conceived by the 
Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was 
crucified, died and was buried.  He descended into hell.  The third day he 
rose again from the dead.  He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the 
right hand of God the Father almighty.  From there he will come to judge 
the living and the dead.  
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian church, the communion of 
saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life 
everlasting.  Amen. 

HYMN: 429 – What God Ordains is Always Good

SERMON: A Life of Blessedness, from Font to Forever
Luke 11:28 – But he said, Yea rather, blessed are they that hear the word of God, and 
keep it. (KJV)
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HYMN: 332 – Go, My Children, With My Blessing

PRAYER
P:  Please rise for prayer:
Almighty God, we praise you for the great company of saints who have finished their 
lives in faith and now rest from their labors.  We remember especially our loved one, 
Howard Darmer, whom you have redeemed by the blood of your Son and whom you 
received as your dear child through Holy Baptism.  We thank you for giving him to us 
as a companion on our earthly pilgrimage.  In your compassion, comfort all who are 
sad in this hour.  Lord, in your mercy,
C:  Hear our prayer.
P:  We praise you for your love in Christ, which sustains us in life and death.  In our 
earthly sorrows, help us find strength in the fellowship of the church, joy in the 
forgiveness of sins, and hope in the resurrection to eternal life.  Lord, in your mercy,
C:  Hear our prayer.
P:  You do not leave us comfortless but strengthen and care for us through your 
Word and sacrament.  You give us family, friends, and neighbors to help when there is 
loneliness now and in the days to come.  Brighten our future with a firm trust in your 
promises and care.  Lord, in your mercy,
C:  Hear our prayer.

P: We bring these requests to you in the name of Jesus Christ, our risen Lord, and we 
ask you to hear us – as we join in singing the prayer that Jesus taught us to pray, as 
printed on the next page: 
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BLESSING
P:# Now may our Lord Jesus Christ himself, and God our Father, who loved us and 

gave us eternal comfort and good hope through grace, comfort your hearts and 
establish them in every good work and word.

# The Lord bless you and keep you.
# The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.
# The Lord look on you with favor and ♱ give you peace.

C:% Amen, Amen, Amen!

HYMN: 334 – Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow

Committal will take place immediately after the service at Center Creek 
Cemetery of Granada, MN.  A lunch will be served in the church basement, 
beginning as soon as the tables are set up.  After the committal, the funerary 
procession will return to the church to join in the fellowship and luncheon.
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Funeral service for Howard R. Darmer, 70, of Granada will be 10:30 a.m. Tuesday, December 27, at 
Shepherd of the Lakes Lutheran Church in Fairmont (323 E. 1st Street) with Pastor Peter Hagen officiating.  
Burial will be in Center Creek Cemetery near Granada with full military honors by the Martin Co. V.F.W. Post 
1222 and the Lee C. Prentice American Legion Post 36.  Visitation will be Monday, December 26, 2016 5:00 – 
7:00 p.m. at the Lakeview Funeral Home in Fairmont and will continue one hour prior to the service on 
Tuesday at the church.

Howard passed away in the early morning hours on December 20, 2016 at his home in Granada, after a 
courageous battle with cancer. 

Howard Ray Darmer was born August 4, 1946 in Fairmont, Minnesota, the son of Ray and Viola (Senne) 
Darmer.  He was baptized as an infant on September 1, 1946 at Zion Evangelical Lutheran Church in Frasier 
Township by Rev. A.M. Beck.  He was confirmed on April 10, 1960 at St. Paul’s Lutheran Church, in Fairmont, 
Minnesota by Rev. Otto Krause.   He graduated from Fairmont High School in 1964.  Following his 
graduation he entered into the United States Navy on July 27, 1964.  While in the Navy he worked as a jet 
engine mechanic.  He was stationed in Germany and Denmark before receiving an honorable discharge on 
August 3, 1967. 

Following his discharge from the Navy, Howard was employed with Universal Poly Films which 
changed names many times over the years until September of 1990 when he and Becky relocated to Tomah, 
Wisconsin where he was employed with Union Camp Corporation until August of 2005 where their 
adventures took them to Pittsburg, Kansas, where he was employed with  Kendall Packaging until his 
retirement in 2011.  After his retirement, Howard and Becky returned back to their farm in Granada, 
Minnesota in 2013.  

On January 13, 1968, Howard was united in marriage to Rebecca (Becky) Anders at the St. James 
Lutheran Church in Northrop, Minnesota.  Together they made their home on their farm in Granada where 
they were blessed with three daughters, Jody, Christa, and Danielle.

Howard was a member of Shepherd of the Lakes Lutheran Church, where he was currently serving as an 
elder.  Howard loved the country and found great joy in the outdoors.  He enjoyed helping his son-in- law, 
Calvin during spring planting and fall harvest.  He also enjoyed helping Camren and Carissa get their 
animals ready to show at the fair.  He and Becky enjoyed traveling to Houston to visit Maddy and Sophia and 
in November, Howard was well enough to travel to Houston to watch for the first time his granddaughter, 
Sophia play football.   Howard was very gifted in woodworking and could be found in his shop on most 
days.  For those who were able to receive one of his great works it will be cherished for years to come.  In his 
younger years he enjoyed trapshooting, white water canoe trips, and flying airplanes after he received his 
pilot’s license.  He will be sadly missed by his wife, children, grandchildren, family and friend. 

Left to cherish his memory is his wife, Becky Darmer of Granada, MN; daughters, Jody Saxton and her 
husband, Calvin of Granada, MN; Christa Semmler and her husband, Mike of Richmond, Texas and Danielle 
Darmer and her fiancé, James Fitzgerald of Corpus Christi, Texas; grandchildren, Camren and  Carissa Saxton 
and Maddy and Sophia Semmler; sisters, Joyce Sego of Des Moines, Iowa; Virginia (Danny) Schaefer of Pierz, 
MN ; brothers, Jim Darmer of Andover, MN; Steve Darmer of St Paul, MN;  and Brian (Linda) Darmer of 
Crystal, MN; in-laws, Brad (Karen) Anders of Kuna, ID; Brenda (Roger) Kotewa of Fairmont, MN; and Burr 
(Sue) Anders of Stevensville, MT ; as well as many nieces, nephews, extended family and friends.

Howard was preceded in death by his parents, Ray and Viola (Senne) Darmer;  father-in-law and mother-
in-law, Delbert and Margie Anders;  as well as many aunts, uncles, cousins and other family members.

Memorials are preferred to be given in Howard's name to the Shepherd of the Lakes MLC Scholarship 
Fund or United Hospital District Hospice Program.


