
Key Truths Review Lesson #10
Lesson Ten 
■ By nature we are ________________ in sin, 

________________ of God and ________________ 
to God's message.  Faith in Jesus is a 
________________ of God that comes to me 
through the ________________ .  The person of the 
triune God who is in charge of this work is the 
________________ .  The work of the Holy Spirit is 
called ________________ (being turned around) or 
________________  (being born again).  Don't push 
the Spirit away by neglecting his Word, but be 
________________ with the Spirit by using God's 
Word in worship.

Key Truth Answers

Lesson Ten 
■ By nature we are DEAD in sin, ENEMIES of God 

and BLIND to God's message.  Faith in Jesus is a 
GIFT of God that comes to me through the 
GOSPEL.  The person of the triune God who is in 
charge of this work is the HOLY SPIRIT.  The 
work of the Holy Spirit is called CONVERSION 
(being turned around) or REGENERATION 
(being born again).  Don't push the Spirit away by 
neglecting his Word, but be FILLED with the 
Spirit by using God's Word in worship.

Opening Prayer

(Parent Prays Before lesson) !
Holy Spirit, thank you for giving us a new kind of birth and for making us saints!  You have made us members of the Holy Christian Church!   Thank you also 
for putting us in a congregation of believers, Good Shepherd, where each week we can worship you, hear your Word, serve you and grow in my trust in you.  
Please be with us as we learn more about your church from your Bible.  In Jesus name, Amen.



LESSON 11

THE HOLY SPIRIT 
GATHERS THE CHURCH

The title given to a group of individuals often tells us a great deal about that particular group.  For example, if you had never heard about the United States of 
America before, what are several things this title would tell you about the country? (there are a number of states that make up this country; these states are 
united to form one country; they are located in America) Try another title.  What do the three words in the National Football League tell you about the teams in 
this organization? (They play all over the nation; they play football; their teams play against one another in a league.  In today’s lesson we will look at the title 
we use for our church every time we confess the Apostles’ Creed – The Holy Christian Church.

Ephesians 2:19-20

■ 19Consequently, you are no longer foreigners 
and aliens, but fellow citizens with God's 
people and members of God's household, 
20built on the foundation of the apostles and 
prophets, with Christ Jesus himself as the 
chief cornerstone.  

[Have your youth read the passage] 
Question:   This passage from Ephesians describes the Holy Christian Church.  What is it that makes up this Church? 
Answer:   It is made up of people. 
[Click to next passage]

The Holy Spirit Gathers the 
Church

THE HOLY CHRISTIAN CHURCH IS …

people, not buildings.   

!
It is the whole number of believers everywhere.



Ephesians 5:25-26

■ 25Husbands, love your wives, just as Christ 
loved the church and gave himself up for her 
26to make her holy, cleansing her by the 
washing with water through the word,  
 

[Have your youth read the passage] 
Question:   According to this passage, how has Christ made the Church holy? 
Answer:   He made her holy by washing her with water through the word. (This is a reference to Baptism) 
[Click to next passage] 

The Holy Spirit Gathers the 
Church

IT IS CALLED …

  HOLY (or “communion of saints”) because
it’s members have been cleansed of their sins by Jesus

1 Corinthians 3:11

■ 11For no one can lay any foundation other 
than the one already laid, which is Jesus 
Christ.  
 

[Have your youth read the passage] 
Question:   According to this passage, what is the foundation of the Church? 
Answer:   Jesus Christ is the foundation of the church. 
[Click to next passage] 



The Holy Spirit Gathers the 
Church

IT IS CALLED …

  HOLY (or “communion of saints”) because
it’s members have been cleansed of their sins by Jesus

CHRISTIAN because it is built upon Jesus Christ.

1 Peter 2:9-10

■ 9But you are a chosen people, a royal priesthood, 
a holy nation, a people belonging to God, that 
you may declare the praises of him who called 
you out of darkness into his wonderful light. 
10Once you were not a people, but now you are 
the people of God; once you had not received 
mercy, but now you have received mercy.  

[Have your youth read the passage] 
In verse 9 Peter explains that believers have been called out of darkness.  This is the basic meaning of the word translated as church.  !
[Click to next passage] 

The Holy Spirit Gathers the 
Church

IT IS CALLED …

  HOLY (or “communion of saints”) because
it’s members have been cleansed of their sins by Jesus

CHRISTIAN because it is built upon Jesus Christ.

CHURCH because all believers are “called out” of 
darkness into God’s family.

There are believers in China, Brazil, Egypt, and Norway.  There are believers among the Eskimos of Alaska and among the natives of the jungles of Africa and 
South America.  All of them belong to the Holy Christian Church.  You don’t know them, and most likely you will not meet them until we are all in heaven.  But 
this is what the holy Christian church is – all believers everywhere in the world.



Ephesians 4:4-6

■ 4There is one body and one Spirit--just 
as you were called to one hope when 
you were called-- 5one Lord, one faith, 
one baptism; 6one God and Father of all, 
who is over all and through all and in all.  

[Have your youth read the passage] 
Question:   According to this passage how many faiths are there that ultimately give true hope? 
Answer:  There is only one body. !
[Click to next passage] 

The Holy Spirit Gathers the 
Church

There is only one Church because

1 Corinthians 12:12-13

■ 12The body is a unit, though it is made up of 
many parts; and though all its parts are many, 
they form one body. So it is with Christ. 13For 
we were all baptized by one Spirit into one 
body--whether Jews or Greeks, slave or free--
and we were all given the one Spirit to drink.  

[Have your youth read the passage] 
Question:   According to this passage, into whose body were we baptized? 
Answer:   We were baptized into Christ’s body.   
[Click to next passage] 



The Holy Spirit Gathers the 
Church

There is only one Church because
all believers are united in Jesus who is the 
Head of the Body, the Church.

1 Samuel 16:7

■ 7 But the LORD said to Samuel, "Do not 
consider his appearance or his height, for I 
have rejected him. The LORD does not look at 
the things man looks at. Man looks at the 
outward appearance, but the LORD looks at 
the heart."  
 

[Have your youth read the passage] 
Question:   According to this passage, who is the only one who can read the heart? 
Answer:   Only the Lord can read the heart. 
[Click to next passage] 

Only the Lord knows who belongs to the Church 
because …

The Holy Spirit Gathers the 
Church

only the Lord can look into the heart to  

see true faith.



Isaiah 55:10-11

■ 10 As the rain and the snow  
come down from heaven,  
and do not return to it  
without watering the earth  
and making it bud and flourish,  
so that it yields seed for the sower and bread for the eater,  
11 so is my word that goes out from my mouth:  
It will not return to me empty,  
but will accomplish what I desire  
and achieve the purpose for which I sent it.  

[Have your youth read the passage] 
Question:   According to verse 11, what happens when God’s word is proclaimed faithfully? 
Answer:   It will accomplish God’s purposes.  Therefore wherever the gospel is found, believers will be found as well. 
[Click to next passage] 

The church will be found wherever …

The Holy Spirit Gathers the 
Church

The Word of God is being preached and 
the Sacraments are being used faithfully.

Hebrews 10:23-25

■ 23Let us hold unswervingly to the hope we 
profess, for he who promised is faithful. 24And 
let us consider how we may spur one another 
on toward love and good deeds. 25Let us not 
give up meeting together, as some are in the 
habit of doing, but let us encourage one 
another--and all the more as you see the Day 
approaching.  
 

[Have your youth read the passage] 
Question:   According to verse 25, what seems to be an important thing for Christians to do as they wait for the last Day? 
Answer:   They meet to encourage each other with the Gospel. 
[Click to next passage] 



It is God’s will that Christians …

The Holy Spirit Gathers the 
Church

Assemble together around the Word and Sacraments.

Christian Congregation =  An assembly or gathering of 
people around the Gospel.

Matthew 13:47-50

■ 47"Once again, the kingdom of heaven is like a net 
that was let down into the lake and caught all kinds 
of fish. 48When it was full, the fishermen pulled it 
up on the shore. Then they sat down and collected 
the good fish in baskets, but threw the bad away. 
49This is how it will be at the end of the age. The 
angels will come and separate the wicked from the 
righteous 50and throw them into the fiery furnace, 
where there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.  

[Have your youth read the passage] 
Question:   In this parable, Jesus describes what can take place in a congregation.  When the net was let down, what type of people were caught? 
Answer:   Good and bad. 
This can also be the case when it comes to a Christian congregation – there can be those who believe in Jesus and those who pretend to believe in Jesus.  Those 
pretenders or actors are called hypocrites. 
[Click to next passage] 

It is God’s will that Christians …

The Holy Spirit Gathers the 
Church

Assemble together around the Word and Sacraments.

Christian Congregation =  An assembly or gathering of people 

around the Gospel.

Within any Christian 
congregation there may also be hypocrites

The Lord knows who they are!
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This slide illustrates the difference between the Holy Christian Church and churches or congregations.  Those with saving faith in Jesus are members of the 
Holy Christian Church because membership is based on faith. [Click] It’s membership spans space and time.  Those without saving faith are not members of the 
Holy Christian Church.  They are outside and sadly are bound for hell. [Click]  Only God ultimately knows who true believers are.  Since we are unable to read 
a person’s heart, we must confess that there are believers and unbelievers in every visible church. [Click, click, click].  There are even believers who are not 
members of any visible congregation.   Can you think of any examples from Scripture? !
(Parent note – There are Christian denominations today who equate their church with the “yellow” circle insisting that in order to be saved you have to be a 
member of their church (i.e. Roman Catholic).  Any teaching like that is false.  This however, does not mean that any old Christian church will do.  We want to 
know what to look for in a church which is what we will cover next.)

His Word in My Life
■ Tell several things that are wrong with 

this statement:  All people who go to 
church on Sunday are members of the 
holy Christian church.

Most people who go to church on Sunday are believers.  But some who attend Sunday services only pretend to love Jesus.  Some believers can’t get to church 
on Sunday because they are housebound or ill or have to work on Sundays.  So those who are able go to church on another day of the week when a church holds 
services, while shut-ins may request a visit from the pastor.  So a person’s church attendance on Sunday may; or may not, indicate that he or she is a believer.  
Only God knows for sure.

His Word in My Life
■ Evaluate this statement:  There are 

believers in every religion that exists in 
the world.

If a religion is not a Christian religion that teaches the Bible, then there can’t be believers in that religion.  The Holy Spirit can’t work faith if God’s Word isn’t 
taught.  Even if a religion is called Christian and teaches the Bible, there may not be many believers in that religion.  If a religious group interprets the Bible in a 
false way (makes Christ only a good example to follow, or teaches people that they must add their own good works to what Jesus did in order to have God’s 
forgiveness), there may not be many believers in that church.  That religion hides the truth that Jesus is the only Savior from sin.  It still might be true that a few 
people in that church read the Bible for themselves and believe what it says about Jesus, rather than what their religion teaches them.  In short, there can be 
believers in a religion only if it uses the Bible and only if the people believe what the Bible says, rather than the false ideas that many so-called Christian 
religions teach.



GOD’S WILL 
FOR US

John 3: 16-18

■ 16"For God so loved the world that he gave his 
one and only Son, that whoever believes in him 
shall not perish but have eternal life. 17For God 
did not send his Son into the world to condemn 
the world, but to save the world through him. 
18Whoever believes in him is not condemned, 
but whoever does not believe stands 
condemned already because he has not 
believed in the name of God's one and only 
Son.

[Have your youth read the passage] 
Question:   According to this passage what is it that saves a person? 
Answer:   Believing in Jesus. 
Therefore God ultimately wants us be part of the Holy Christian Church through faith in Jesus. 
[Click to next passage] 

God’s Will For Us

1.  That we be part of the Holy Christian 
Church through faith in 
Jesus.



Hebrews 10:23-26

■ 23Let us hold unswervingly to the hope we 
profess, for he who promised is faithful. 24And 
let us consider how we may spur one another 
on toward love and good deeds. 25Let us not 
give up meeting together, as some are in the 
habit of doing, but let us encourage one 
another--and all the more as you see the Day 
approaching.  

[Have your youth read the passage] 
Question:   According to verse 25 what does God what us do in order to encourage each other as we wait for the last Day? 
Answer:   He wants us to meet together. 
Therefore, he wants us to meet together with other believers for encouragement. 
[Click to next passage] 

God’s Will For Us

1.  That we be part of the Holy Christian 
Church through faith in 
Jesus.

2.  That we
be a part of Christian, 
evangelical (Gospel-
preaching) congregation.

John 8:31

■ 31To the Jews who had believed him, Jesus 
said, "If you hold to my teaching, you are 
really my disciples.  
 

[Have your youth read the passage] 
Question:   According to this passage, what does Jesus want us to do to all of his teaching? 
Answer:   He wants us to hold on to all of it. 
[Click to next passage] 



one that is faithful to all of the Bible 
(“orthodox”)

God’s Will For Us

2.  That we
be a part of Christian, 
evangelical (Gospel-
preaching) congregation.

Romans 16:17

■ 17I urge you, brothers, to watch out for those 
who cause divisions and put obstacles in your 
way that are contrary to the teaching you 
have learned. Keep away from them.  

[Have your youth read the passage] 
Question:   According to this passage are there any churches or groups of believers we should avoid joining? 
Answer:   Yes – those who teach contrary to the Bible. 
[Click to next illustration] 

Bible

Not this:

But this:

Bible

God’s Will For Us
It is a matter of love for all of God’s Word that leads us to establish membership in a church, where all of God’s Word is taught and where the sacraments are 
administered rightly.  If we willingly chose a church that is not built on the solid foundation of the apostles and prophets then there could be tragic results.  False 
teaching is like leaven.  A little bit can go a long way.  Therefore with the spirit of the Bereans (Acts 17:11) we will always want to examine scriptures to see if 
our church teaches the pure word of God. 
(Parent note – this is why we extend the hand of fellowship with those who agree with us on all doctrines of Scripture.  We are always keeping tabs on other 
churches to see if there might be an agreement.  Case in point – this past summer, the WELS, declared fellowship with the Lutheran church of Portugal.)



The Confessional Evangelical Lutheran 
Conference

Take a look at the wonderful fellowship we have.  Surf to this link and do a little exploring.  You might be surprised where your fellow brothers and sisters in 
Christ live!  (Click on the RED letters to get to the link)

2 Corinthians 6:14

■ 14Do not be yoked together with unbelievers. 
For what do righteousness and wickedness 
have in common? Or what fellowship can light 
have with darkness?  
 

[Have your youth read the passage] 
Question:   According to this passage, who else should we avoid joining? 
Answer:   We should avoid being yoked together with unbelievers. 
(Examples – Mormons, Jehovah’s Witnesses, etc.) 
[Click to next passage] 

one that is not a sect or cult (non-
Christian group)

God’s Will For Us



Bible

Not this:

But this:

Bible

God’s Will For Us
Sadly there are groups who “sell” themselves as Christian but they are not.  For example:  The Mormon church even includes the name of Jesus Christ in their 
name – The church of JESUS CHRIST or Latter-day Saints.  If you have a Mormon friend or co-worker, consider sending them to the following site – or go 
there with them:

His Word in My Life
■ A Site for you: 

■ Truth in Love Ministry 
■ A Site for your Mormon friend: 

■ The City of Zion

The first link is for getting equipped to share Jesus with your Mormon friend 
The second link is for giving your Mormon friend a “non-threatening” way to explore Christianity.  It may be the best link you forward all week!

His Word in My Life
■ Some time in the future you might go 

away to college or to find work in 
another community or to get married.  
How will you go about finding a new 
church home?

The simplest thing to do is to ask your pastor if there is a faithful Lutheran church in that community.  In fact, it might be best to ask this before you move so 
that you can include this matter in making a choice of where to go.  Rather than just join any Lutheran church in that town, you would want to make sure it 
doesn’t add anything to or subtract anything from God’s Word.  You wouldn’t just check if they use a Lutheran liturgy or whether the pastor is an interesting 
preacher.  If there is no faithful church there, perhaps God is taking you there to help start a faithful church in that place.  You could find out from your pastor or 
the synod’s mission board how you could go about doing this.



His Word in My Life
■ Your friend tells you that her church is 

exciting to attend and invites you to 
attend church one Sunday.  What do you 
do?

That invitation would be a good chance for you to talk with your friend about what God says about attending and joining a church, as we have learned in this 
lesson.  God might use your sharing the truths of this lesson with your friend to lead her to think about more that whether attending church is exciting or not.  
What if, after this discussion, your friend says you have given her a lot to think about but she still wants you to come once because she wants to discuss the 
service with you after you have attended?  You might tell her you will go along but only to observe and not to join in because you don’t know whether this 
church is faithful to God’s Word.  Observing a service once might give you a lot more to talk about so that you can be even more helpful to your friend in 
sharing with her what God says about churches.

His Word in My Life
■ You’re discussing the differences between 

your church and others with several people at 
school or work.  In the course of the 
discussion, you point out various false 
teachings in some other churches.  Suddenly 
one person says in obvious frustration, “Oh, 
the people in your church think they’re better 
than other churches because they’re the only 
ones who teach the Bible right!”  How do you 
respond?

The best way to respond is to say something like this: “I hope I didn’t give you the impression that we think we are better than other people, because all people 
are sinners who are saved only by what Jesus did, not by what we do.  Rather, it’s just because Jesus did this for us that we love his Word and want to teach it 
exactly as he gave it to us.  We want to teach it this way so that many others can learn to know him as their Savior too.  We don’t ever want to teach anything 
other than what he says in his Word.  If you think we have added to or subtracted from the Word of Jesus, please tell me, because that might mislead people 
instead of saving them.  If you can show me where you think we’re teaching wrong, I will check into that, because if we don’t keep God’s Word pure, we can 
eventually lose the truth of salvation God has given us in his Word.  I apologize if I gave you the impression that people in our church think they’re better than 
others.”

Closing Prayer
After lesson 
■ Use Luther's Evening Prayer, Catechism, 

p. 16.



ASSIGNMENT FOR NEXT WEEK
1. Study carefully the notes you have taken in class; be sure you understand them. 

2. Study carefully questions #235 - 250 in the Catechism. 

3. Complete the “Working with God’s Word” section.  

4. Memorize these Bible passages: 

 Ephesians 2:19 – “You are no longer foreigners and aliens, but fellow citizens with 
God’s people and members of God’s household.” 

 1 Corinthians 12:13 – “ We were all baptized by one Spirit into one body.” 

        Matthew 18:20 – “Where two or three come together in my name, there am I with 
them.” 

5.   John 8:31 - “If you hold to my teaching you are really my disciples.” 

6.  Complete Worksheet #11 and have parents correct.

Key Truths
Lesson Eleven 
■ The Holy Christian Church is not a building, but the 

whole number of ________________ everywhere.  
Only the Lord knows who belongs to the church 
because only he can look into the ________________ 
to see true faith.  God wants believers to get together 
in a ________________ that is gospel-centered 
(________________ ) and faithful to all of the Bible 
(________________ ).  A non-Christian group is 
called a ________________ .

Key Truths
Lesson Eleven 
■ The Holy Christian Church is not a building, 

but the whole number of BELIEVERS 
everywhere.  Only the Lord knows who 
belongs to the church because only he can 
look into the HEART to see true faith.  God 
wants believers to get together in a 
CONGREGATION that is gospel-centered 
(EVANGELICAL) and faithful to all of the 
Bible (ORTHODOX).  A non-Christian group is 
called a CULT.


