
CONFIRMATION 

This rite is intended for both children and adults who have been baptized. 

Confirmation is a public profession of the Christian faith, following a period of instruction. It is a rite by which a 
person is recognized as one who is properly prepared to receive Holy Communion.  

M: Brothers and sisters in Christ, our Lord Jesus said to his disciples: “All authority in heaven and on     
earth has been given to me. Therefore, go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the 
name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey everything I 
have commanded you. And surely I am with you always, to the very end of the age.” 

 In obedience to the Lord’s command, you have been baptized in the name of the Father and of the          
Son and of the Holy Spirit. You have been taught the precious truths of the Christian faith as 
confessed by the Evangelical Lutheran Church. You know what God has given you by his grace and 
what he expects of you as his dear child. You now have the privilege of receiving the Lord’s body 
and blood in the Sacrament of Holy Communion. 

 You are here to make a public profession of your Christian faith. The apostle Paul, writing to the          
Romans, said: “If you confess with your mouth, ‘Jesus is Lord’ and believe in your heart that God 
raised him from the dead, you will be saved. For it is with your heart that you believe and are 
justified, and it is with your mouth that you confess and are saved. Everyone who calls on the name 
of the Lord will be saved.” 

 Therefore, lift up your hearts to the God of all grace and joyfully answer these questions.          
M: Do you this day, in the presence of God and of this congregation, acknowledge that in Baptism,     

God gave you forgiveness of sins, life, and salvation? 
R: I do.      
M: Do you reject the devil along with all his lies and empty promises?     
R: I do.      
M: Do you believe in God the Father, God the Son, and God the Holy Spirit?     
R: I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
  maker of heaven and earth. 
 I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, 
  who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
  born of the virgin Mary, 
  suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
  was crucified, died, and was buried. 
  He descended into hell. 
  The third day he rose again from the dead. 
  He ascended into heaven 
   and is seated at the right hand of God the Father almighty. 
  From there he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
 I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
  the holy Christian Church, 
   the communion of saints, 
   the forgiveness of sins,          
   the resurrection of the body,          
   and the life everlasting. Amen.          



M: Do you believe all the books of the Bible to be the inspired Word of God?     
R: I do.      
M: Do you believe that the teaching of the Evangelical Lutheran Church, as you have learned to know     

it from Luther’s Small Catechism, is faithful and true to the Word of God? 
R: I do.      
M: Do you intend to continue steadfast in this teaching and to endure all things, even ridicule, bullying,     

and death, rather than fall away from it? 
R: I do, and I ask God to help me.      
M: Do you intend faithfully to conform all your life to the teachings of God’s Word, to be faithful in     

the use of the Word and sacrament, and in faith and action remain true to God—Father, Son, and 
Holy Spirit—as long as you live? 

R: I do, and I ask God to help me.      
The minister addresses the congregation. 

M: Since it is God alone who enables us both to will and to do his good pleasure, it is right for us, dear     
friends in Christ, to call on him for these confirmands, that he would graciously complete the good 
work which he has begun in them. Let us, therefore, bow our heads and pray: 

M: Gracious Father, you have adopted these brothers and sisters in Baptism and anointed them with     
your Holy Spirit. Renew and strengthen them by that same Spirit so that they may continue to grow 
in faith and boldly confess you before others. Lord, in your mercy, 

C: Hear our prayer.      
M:  Move them to faithfully hear your Holy Word and joyfully receive your Sacrament that they may    

again and again be assured of your gracious love and forgiveness. Lord, in your mercy, 
C: Hear our prayer.      
M: Give them the sincere desire to die each day to sin and put on the new self, created to be like God in     

true righteousness and holiness. Lord, in your mercy, 
C: Hear our prayer.      
M: Clothe them with the kindness, humility, and patience of Christ and so that they may live at peace     

with all the members of Christ’s body. Lord, in your mercy, 
C: Hear our prayer.      
M: Protect them from the powers of evil, and give them the weapons to fight against the devil. Lord, in     

your mercy, 
C: Hear our prayer.      
M: Keep them faithful and holy so that they may inherit eternal life, through Jesus Christ our Lord.     
C: Amen.      
Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done 

 on earth as it is in heaven.           
Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those who 
trespass against us; 



and lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom 
 and the power and the glory        
 forever and ever. Amen.        

M: Brothers and sisters in Christ, what we as a Christian congregation have here asked our heavenly     
Father to confer on all of you, we now ask him to give each of you individually. 

The confirmands, in turn, come forward and may kneel. The minister may lay his hand on the head of each one. 

He may speak one of the following blessings. A confirmation text may also be read for each. 

M: ______, may God, the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, give you his Holy Spirit, the Spirit of     
wisdom and knowledge, of grace and prayer, of power and strength, of sanctification and the fear of 
God. 

OR 

M: ______, may the Father in heaven, for Jesus’ sake, renew and increase in you the gift of the Holy     
Spirit, to the strengthening of your faith, to your growth in grace, to your patience in suffering, and 
to the blessed hope of eternal life. 

OR 

M: ______, may God, who began a good work in you, bring it to completion at the coming of our Lord     
Christ Jesus. 

OR 

M: ______, may God the Father who created you, may God the Son who redeemed you, may God the     
Holy Spirit who sanctified you keep you faithful unto life everlasting. 

After all the confirmands have received the blessing, the minister dismisses them, saying: 

M:  Your church now invites you to receive the Sacrament of the Lord’s body and blood. Accept this    
invitation with deep reverence and holy joy. Regard your communing at the Lord’s Table as a 
precious privilege given you by God through his Church; receive this Sacrament thankfully and 
often. The almighty and most merciful God—Father, Son, † and Holy Spirit—bless and keep you. 

The service continues with the Sacrament in The Common Service or Service of Word and Sacrament.  
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