
LORD GOD ALMIGHTY, you have been our dwelling place from generation to generation; 
before the mountains were formed, you are.  Thank you for the blessings of this past year, and 
lead me closer to you in this new year;  AMEN.

LAW AND GOSPEL IN MY LIFE:
For when we had been created by God the Father and had received from Him all kinds of 
good, the devil came and led us into disobedience, sin, death, and all evil [Genesis 3]. So we fell 
under God’s wrath and displeasure and were doomed to eternal damnation, just as we had 
merited and deserved. 29 There was no counsel, help, or comfort until this only and eternal 
Son of God—in His immeasurable goodness—had compassion upon our misery and 
wretchedness. He came from heaven to help us [John 1:9]. 30 So ... Jesus Christ has come –  
Lord of life, righteousness, every blessing, and salvation. He has delivered us poor, lost people 
from hell’s jaws, has won us, has made us free [Romans 8:1–2], and has brought us again into 
the Father’s favor and grace. He has taken us as His own property under His shelter and 
protection [Psalm 61:3–4] so that He may govern us by His righteousness, wisdom, power, life, 
and blessedness.
Large Catechism, Part 2: Apostles‘ Creed    (Concordia p. 401)

OUT WITH THE OLD, IN WITH THE NEW:
The new year always seems to be a time of new beginnings, of starting over; optimism reigns 
supreme, as we look forward to a chance to start over.  As Christians, our perspective is similar 
– but a little bit more realistic.  We thank God for the blessings of the past year, while looking 
ahead in the hope of seeing Christ return this year. How should we prepare ourselves?

OPENING HYMN: 76 – Jesus! Name of Wondrous Love

OPENING RESPONSES: CW p. 15

January 1, 2017



PRAYER of the day:
M: Honor and glory, thanks and praise belong to you, Lord Jesus, for your bitter suffering, 
innocent death, and joyous resurrection.  Enlighten our eyes to see in you the way to life.  
Uphold us by your truth, so that we may not fall into idolatry, despair, or false worship; 
preserve us in the true faith unto eternal life.
C: Amen.

THE WORD
FIRST READING: Isaiah 63:7-9
7& I will tell of the kindnesses of the Lord, 
the deeds for which he is to be praised, 
according to all the Lord has done for us— 
yes, the many good things he has done 
for the house of Israel, 
according to his compassion and many kindnesses. 
8& He said, “Surely they are my people, 
sons who will not be false to me”; 
and so he became their Savior. 
9& In all their distress he too was distressed, 
and the angel of his presence saved them. 
In his love and mercy he redeemed them; 
he lifted them up and carried them 
all the days of old. 

PSALM: 148

SECOND LESSON: Galatians 4:4-7
 But when the time had fully come, God sent his Son, born of a woman, born under 
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law, 5 to redeem those under law, that we might receive the full rights of sons. 6 
Because you are sons, God sent the Spirit of his Son into our hearts, the Spirit who 
calls out, “Abba, Father.” 7 So you are no longer a slave, but a son; and since you are a 
son, God has made you also an heir. 

VERSE OF THE DAY
Alleluia. Let the peace of Christ rule in your hearts. Alleluia. (Colossians 3:15a)

GOSPEL READING: Matthew 2:13-15, 19-23
13 When they had gone, an angel of the Lord appeared to Joseph in a dream. “Get up,” 
he said, “take the child and his mother and escape to Egypt. Stay there until I tell you, 
for Herod is going to search for the child to kill him.” 
14 So he got up, took the child and his mother during the night and left for Egypt, 15 
where he stayed until the death of Herod. And so was fulfilled what the Lord had said 
through the prophet: “Out of Egypt I called my son.”
19 After Herod died, an angel of the Lord appeared in a dream to Joseph in Egypt 20 
and said, “Get up, take the child and his mother and go to the land of Israel, for those 
who were trying to take the child’s life are dead.” 
21 So he got up, took the child and his mother and went to the land of Israel. 22 But 
when he heard that Archelaus was reigning in Judea in place of his father Herod, he 
was afraid to go there. Having been warned in a dream, he withdrew to the district of 
Galilee, 23 and he went and lived in a town called Nazareth. So was fulfilled what was 
said through the prophets: “He will be called a Nazarene.” 

HYMN OF THE DAY: 78 – O Light of Gentile Nations

SERMON based on Matthew 2: God Acts in Time

CREATE IN ME
Please rise .

OFFERING  -  DISTRIBUTION HYMN: 77    SONG OF SIMEON
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