
Pentecost 8 Worship with Holy Communion



ELCOME TO SHEPHERD OF THE LAKES!  We’re here to shepherd 
Christ’s flock and seek the lost sheep by sharing the good news of 
Jesus Christ with all.  Come, let us worship!

FOR YOUR CONVENIENCE, in the back corner of the sanctuary there is a room 
for any parents with children in need of a quiet place.  The restrooms are 
located on the lower level.  Please ask if you have any further questions or 
concerns.  

LORD JESUS, thank you for your promise to create faith through your Word.  
This promise comforts my heart and gives me confidence to speak of your 
name, to the praise of your glorious grace; AMEN

HOW WE ARE RIGHTEOUS BEFORE GOD:
...the elect are described as follows: “My sheep hear My voice, and I know 
them, and they follow Me. I give them eternal life” (John 10:27–28). “In Him 
we have obtained an inheritance, having been predestined according to the 
purpose of Him who works all things according to the counsel of His 
will” (Ephesians 1:11). They hear the Gospel, believe in Christ, pray and give 
thanks, are sanctified in love, have hope, patience, and comfort under the 
cross. (See Ephesians 1:13; Romans 8:25.)
Formula of Concord, Article 11  (Concordia p. 606)

LONGING:
The Word of God is spread as a farmer spreads seed.  This Word creates a 
longing for the life to come, even as the worries & concerns of this world 
threaten to choke out faith.
How can a Christian stand firm, with eternal 20/20 vision?
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OPENING RESPONSES
Please rise.

M:  In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.
C:  Amen.
Dear friends: Let us approach God with a true heart and confess our sins, 
asking him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to forgive us.
Lord of life, I confess that I am by nature dead in sin.  

For faithless worrying and selfish pride,
For thoughtless sin and sin I have willfully chosen,
For the evil I have done and the good I have failed to do,
You should cast me away from your presence forever.  
O Lord, I am sorry for my sin; forgive me, for Jesus’ sake.

Christ has died.  Christ has risen.  Christ will come again.  In his great mercy, 
God made us alive in Christ even when we were dead in our sins.  Hear the 
word of Christ through his called servant: 
         I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the Son and of       
         the Holy Spirit.
Amen.
In peace, let us pray to the Lord.  For the well-being of all people everywhere, 
that they may receive from you all they need to sustain body and life, hear our 
prayer, O Lord:
Lord, have mercy.
For the spread of your life-giving gospel throughout the world, that all who are 
lost in sin may be brought to faith in you, hear our prayer, O Christ:
Christ, have mercy.
For patience and perseverance in this life, that we may not lose the hope of 
heaven as we await your return, hear our prayer, O Lord.
Lord, have mercy.
Lord of life, live in us that we may live for you.
Amen.
Let us respond to God’s grace in the song of the angels – Glory to God in the 
Highest:

4



1. All glory be to God on high!                                                                  
Your name, O Lord, we glorify;                                                                   
We praise you for your peace and grace,                                                   
Your favor toward our fallen race.

2.Our grateful thanks to you we bring.                                                            
For your great glory, heav’nly King,                                                             
For all, O Father, you have done                                                                 
Through Jesus Christ, your only Son.

3.O Lamb of God, to you we pray.                                                                
You take all human sin away.                                                                       
Have mercy, Lord; receive our prayer;                                               
From God’s right hand, your mercy share.                                                 

4.You, Christ, are holy – Lord alone;                                                            
The Father’s glory you made known.                                                                   
We by your Spirit sing again:                                                                           
“All glory be to God!”  Amen.

M: The Lord be with you.

C: And also with you.

Let us pray:  Almighty God, we thank you for planting in us the seed of your 
Word. By your Holy Spirit help us to receive it with joy and to bring forth 
fruits in faith and hope and love; through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who 
lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.

THE WORD
FIRST READING: Isaiah 55:10-11
God’s Word always works, bringing glory to the Lord:

10Just as the rain and the snow come down from the sky and do not return 
there unless they water the earth, make it give birth, and cause it to sprout, 
and it gives seed to the sower and bread to the eater, 11so it will be with my 
Word that goes forth from my mouth. 

It will not return to me empty. Rather, it will accomplish whatever I please, 
and it will succeed in the purpose for which I sent it.  
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PSALM OF THE DAY: 65, p. 89

SECOND READING: Romans 8:18-25
The Word produces faith.  Faith longs for God to make all things new, while 
producing the fruit of Christian hope: 
18For I conclude that our sufferings at the present time are not worth 
comparing with the glory that is going to be revealed to us. 19In fact, creation 
is waiting with eager longing for the sons of God to be revealed. 20For 
creation was subjected to futility, not by its own will, but by the will of the one 
who subjected it, in the hope 21that even creation itself will be set free from 
slavery to corruption, in order to share in the glorious freedom of the children 
of God. 

22For we know that all of creation is groaning with birth pains right up to the 
present time. 23And not only creation, but also we ourselves, who have the 
firstfruits of the Spirit, groan inwardly while we eagerly await our adoption as 
sons, the redemption of our body. 24Indeed, it was for this hope we were 
saved. But hope that is seen is not hope, because who hopes for what he 
already sees? 25But if we hope for something we do not see, we eagerly wait for 
it with patient endurance. 

THEME VERSE: Deuteronomy 30:14
Alleluia. The Word is very near you; it is in your mouth and in your heart so 
you may obey it. Alleluia.
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GOSPEL READING: Matthew 13:1-9, 18-23
The Kingdom of God is given through the Word: 

That same day Jesus left the house and was sitting by the sea. 2A large crowd 
gathered around him. So he stepped into a boat and sat down, while all the 
people stood on the shore. 3He told them many things in parables, saying: 
“Listen, a sower went out to sow. 4As he sowed, some seed fell along the path, 
and the birds came and ate it. 5Other seed fell on rocky ground, where it did 
not have much soil. Immediately the seed sprang up, because the soil was not 
deep. 6But when the sun rose, the seed was scorched. Because it had no root, 
it withered away. 7Other seed fell among thorns. The thorns grew up and 
choked it. 8But some seed fell on good ground and produced grain: some one 
hundred times, some sixty, and some thirty times more than was sown. 
9Whoever has ears to hear, let him hear. 

18“So listen carefully to the parable of the sower. 19When anyone hears the 
word of the kingdom and does not understand it, the Evil One comes and 
snatches away what has been sown in his heart. This is the seed that was sown 
along the path. 20The seed that was sown on rocky ground is the person who 
hears the word and immediately receives it with joy, 21yet he is not deeply 
rooted and does not endure. When trouble or persecution comes because of 
the word, he immediately falls away. 22The seed that was sown among the 
thorns is the one who hears the word, but the worry of this world and the 
deceitfulness of wealth choke the word, and it produces no fruit. 23But the 
seed that was sown on the good ground is the one who continues to hear and 
understand the word. Indeed he continues to produce fruit: some a hundred, 
some sixty, and some thirty times more than was sown.” 

This is the Gospel of our Lord Jesus.  Thanks be to God!

CONFESSION OF FAITH: Nicene Creed, p. 18

HYMN OF THE DAY: 255 – Open Now Thy Gates of Beauty

SERMON based on Romans 8: Spiritual Myopia & Christian 
Hope 

OFFERING
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PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 

THE SACRAMENT
For our Holy Communion practice, please see the purple sheet in the pew racks.
The Lord be with you.   And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.   We lift them up to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.   It is good and right so to do.

It is truly good and right that we should at all times & in all places give you 
thanks, O Lord, holy Father, almighty & everlasting God, through Jesus Christ 
our Lord: who has called us to be his own so that we may live under him in his 
kingdom and serve him in everlasting righteousness, innocence, and 
blessedness.  Therefore, with all the saints on earth and hosts of heaven, we 
praise your holy name and join their glorious song: 

1. O holy, holy, holy   Lord God of pow’r and might
Your glory, earth and heaven,   In countless ways recite
Hosanna! Come and save us,   Lord God of hosts on high
And in your grace and mercy   Receive our fervent cry.

2. Hosanna in the highest!   How truly blest is he
Who in God’s name is coming   To set his people free!
He comes to bring salvation   And with his blood outpoured
Deliver us from bondage –   Hosanna, mighty Lord!

Blessed are you, O Lord of heaven and earth.  We praise and thank you for 
sending your Son Jesus Christ, and we remember the great acts of love through 
which he has ransomed us from sin, death, and the devil’s power.

By his incarnation, he became one with us.  By his perfect life, he fulfilled your 
holy will.  By his innocent death, he overcame hell.  By his rising from the 
grave, he opened heaven.

Invited by your grace and instructed by your Word, we approach your table 
with repentant and joyful hearts.  Strengthen us through Christ’s body and 
blood, and preserve us in the true faith until we feast with him and all his 
ransomed people in glory everlasting.

Amen.
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LORD’S PRAYER

WORDS OF INSTITUTION
Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night he was betrayed, took bread; and when he 
had given thanks, he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying: “Take and eat; 
this is my body, which is given for you.  Do this in remembrance of me.”
Then he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying: “Drink from it, 
all of you; this is my blood of the new covenant, which is poured out for you 
for the forgiveness of sins.  Do this, whenever you drink it, in remembrance of 
me.”  The peace of the Lord be with you always.
Amen.
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HYMN: 310 – I Come, O Savior, to Your Table

SONG OF SIMEON
1. O Lord, now let your servant   Depart in peace, assured:
For I have seen your promised,  incarnate, saving Word –
A Light that will enlighten   All gloom where Gentiles dwell
The brilliant, crowning glory   Of those in Israel!

2. All glory to the Father,  All glory to the Son,
All glory to the Spirit,  Forever three in one;
For as in the beginning,  Is now, shall ever be,
God’s triune name resounding  Through all eternity.

We give you thanks, O Lord, for the foretaste of the heavenly banquet that you 
have given us to eat and to drink in this sacrament.  Through this gift you have 
fed our faith, nourished our hope, and strengthened our love.  By your Spirit 
help us to live as your holy people until that day when you will receive us as 
your guests at the wedding supper of the Lamb - who lives and reigns with you 
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.

The Lord bless you and keep you.  The Lord make his face shine upon you and 
be gracious to you.  The Lord look on you with favor and give you peace.

Amen.

CLOSING HYMN: 324 – Almighty God, Your Word is Cast

NOTES
Denise Malcolm: Visit https://www.caringbridge.org/visit/denisemalcolm for 

updates & details.  If you’d like, you can send cards or balloons with Pastor.
See the bulletin board for details about the Minnesota District Youth Trip 

to Wild Mountain on Monday, August 7.  

Men, check out the poster about the September men’s retreat in Cross Lake.

Saturday, August 12 – Youth Day.  Frisbee Golf, pizza, and swimming.  
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Worship in the Park, September 10.  Catechism starts Sept 6 (class is open 
to all, 5:30-6:45).  Sunday School starts September 17.

VBS Monday-Thursday, 6-8 PM.

THIS WEEK
Today"" James 2
" " 9:30 AM - Pentecost 8A Worship with Holy Communion
" " 11 AM - Bible Class: Revelation 20-21
Monday-Thursday   VBS, 6-8 PM
Monday" James 3
Tuesday" James 4
Wednesday" James 5
Thursday" 1 Peter 1
Friday"" 1 Peter 2
Saturday" 8 AM -  Men’s Bible Breakfast @The Ranch
Sunday" 9:30 AM - Pentecost 9A Worship with Holy 
" " Communion
" " 11 AM - Bible Class
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Podcast: Search for “Green Pastures with Jesus” in your podcast 
app

http://www.ShepherdOfTheLakes.net
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MY	WORSHIP	NOTES	
For	children	to	use	during	worship.	

NAME:			 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 DATE:			 	 	 	 	

What	is	the	name	of	the	church	season	or	special	day	today?			 	 	 	 	 	

What	is	the	color	of	the	church	today?		Circle	one:	 	 	 	

	 Blue					White					Purple					Red					Green	

	

The	Sermon	Text	Was:				 	 	 	 	 	 	 	

This	is	in	the:										Old	Testament	 											New	Testament	

What	was	the	sermon	about?			 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	

	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	

	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	

	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	

	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	

My	favorite	song	today	was:	

	 	 	 	

Did	we	have	a	Sacrament	today?									Draw	a	picture	of	something	you	heard	or	saw	today:	

	
	
	

What	did	you	learn	about	God	today?	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	

	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	

	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	

Bap2sm? Communion?
Yes Yes
No No
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