
 The Book of Revelation - Introduction

 Revelation is one of the most controversial and misunderstood (or at least, under-understood) books 
in the Bible. Filled with vivid visions and strange references to the Old Testament, the book can seem 
intimidating at first. However, by the end of this study, I'm sure that you will not only have a deeper 
understanding and appreciation for this book, but will also see that the main message of the book is 
very clear and simple: Jesus is coming, and he will win! 

Who? 
 -The apostle John wrote this (1:1-2, 4), as well as the gospel of John and the epistles of 1-3 John.  

To whom?  
-1:4 tells us that John wrote these visions to 7 
early Christian congregations: Ephesus (2:1-7), 
Smyrna (2:8-11), Pergamum (2:12-17), Thyatira 
(2:18-28), Sardis (3:1-6), Philadelphia (3:7-13), and 
Laodicea (3:14-22). 
-Each of these churches had unique challenges 
and commendations (except Laodicea), and John 
addressed a brief introduction to each of them, 
but the rest of the leXer (the seven visions) are 
addressed to ALL the churches. 

What? 
 -At a time when the entire Christian church was experiencing trials and persecutions, John 
wrote this leXer of comfort and assurance amid all the pains and difficulties that were going on 
around them. There are lots of frightening images and powerful enemies portrayed in John's 
visions, but the boXom line is that though this is the reality, it is NOT the end. 
-The long-time seminary professor Siegbert Becker wrote in his commentary, “Just as Christ 
came to glory and exaltation by way of humiliation and death (Philippians 2:6-11), just as he 
was made “perfect through suffering” (Hebrews 2:10), so the royal priesthood of believers 
must also expect to come to the crown of life by way of the cross.” (Becker, 1) 

 -Overall theme of the book: Jesus is coming and he will win! 

When? 
-The exact date of writing is unknown (most estimates place it around 95 AD), but since John 
wrote while in exile and also during a period of persecution for the Christian congregations, 
we know that it was during the reign of Emperor Domitian (ruled from 81-96 AD) sometime in 
the early 90s AD. 

Where? 
-When John saw these visions and wrote them down, he was in exile on the island of Patmos. 
We do not know the exact reason that John was sent there, except that it is connected to the 
preaching of the Gospel (1:9), since Domitian was no friend to Christians. 
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A few notes on interpretation... 
-In order to prevent this leXer from being destroyed by the Roman rulers who were causing 
the persecution (and due to the indescribable nature of the visions), John employs symbolic 
language. Symbolic language is used throughout the book [Example: Christ is portrayed as 
“one like a son of man” (1:13), a lion (5:5), and a lamb with 7 horns and 7 eyes (5:6)...and many 
others as well] and simultaneously illustrates vivid pictures and conceals comforting messages 
(think of Jesus' parables [MaXhew 10:10-13]). 
 +Many of these symbols are references to Old Testament prophecies (especially Daniel  
and Ezekiel) 
 +Many are numeric, in order to summarize thoughts concisely for those who knew their 
 meaning, and to hide their meaning from others. 

 -Literal vs Literalistic 
  
Numbers/Colors  
 -Commonly used numbers include 3, 3 ½, 4, 6, 7, 10, 12, and various combinations thereof. 

 -Colors in Revelation: White (1:14; 2:17; 3:4-5, 18; 4:4, 11; 6:2; 7:9, 13-14; 14:14; 15:6; 19:8, 11, 14; 
20:11) and Gold (1:12-13; 3:18; 4:4; 9:7, 13, 20; 15:6; 17:4; 18:12, 16; 21:18, 21), the Four Horsemen 
(White – 6:2, Red – 6:4, Black – 6:5, 12, and Pale – 6:8) and the red of fire and blood throughout. 

  

Basic Outline  
Introduction: John's Vision of Jesus on the Island of Patmos   1:1-20 
I. The Seven LeXers to the Seven Churches    2:1-3:22 
II. The Vision of the Seven Seals     4:1-8:6 
III. The Vision of the Seven Trumpets    8:7-11:19 
IV. The Seven Visions       12:1-15:8 
V. The Vision of the Seven Bowls     16:1-21 
VI. The Victory over Antichrist     17:1-19:21 
VII. The Victory over Satan      20:1-22:7 
Conclusion: Christ is Coming Soon!     22:8-21 
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