
 The Book of Revelation – Chapter 12: The Seven Visions (Vision 4 of 7) #1 – The Woman and the Dragon

Vision #1 – The Woman and the Dragon – 12:1-17 
- The Woman 12:1-2 
- A great and wondrous sign appeared – Other than using different 
(and stronger) terminology than what we’ve seen so far, this phrase 
serves to signal a shi= to a new vision…in this case, a set of seven 
visions from now until the end of chapter 15. By the way, there is no 
word in the Greek text for “and wondrous,” the NIV editors added 
that thought (the NIV 2011 dropped it from the translation). 
As has been mentioned with previous visions (and will become clear 
in a maPer of a few verses), this series of visions covers the same span 
of time (aka the New Testament era), so put on your “instant replay” 
goggles and prepare to see the same thing again! …in a slightly 
different way. 
- appeared in heaven – At first this seems like an arbitrary detail, but we will see later that this 
is necessary context for distinguishing the various visions by location. #1 and #7 are “in 
heaven,” #2 is “out of the sea,” #3 is “out of the earth,” #4 and #6 are “before me” and #6 is “in 
midair,” but is implicitly “over the earth.” Whether any particular application is to be drawn 
from these distinctions varies from vision to vision, but if nothing else, in each case they serve 
as markers for a shi= in the visions. 
- a woman – She stands for the Church (capital “C”). Though in Roman Catholic circles, this is 
seen as evidence for calling Mary the “queen of heaven,” this interpretation is impossible, and 
really wouldn’t serve much purpose. 

+ clothed with the sun – As we have seen the sun used as a descriptor for Christ [1:16, 
10:1], we can very easily understand this as being “clothed with Christ” [Romans 13:14, 
see also Isaiah 61:10]. We receive that “robe of righteousness” through God’s Great 
Exchange that he accomplished for us in and through Christ. 
+ with the moon under her feet – This one is a bit trickier, but with the other “heavenly” 
imagery (clothed with the sun [v.1], crown of twelve stars on her head [v.1], swept a 
third of the stars out of the sky [v.4], etc) this picture shows the authority that she has. 
+ a crown of twelve stars on her head – As we saw with the 24 elders [4:4, 11:16], and 
the 144,000 [7:4-8] the number “12” is the number that directs us to the Church. The 
word for “crown” (στέφανος) here is also important, since it is different from the word 
used to describe the “10 crowns” (διαδήµατα) on the dragon. The “stephanos” crown 
that adorns the head of the woman is the crown that was given to the victor in a race. 
The “diadems” that adorn the seven-headed dragon were used in ancient Persia and by 
some of the less-than-sane Roman rulers (Caligula and Diocletian) to symbolize their 
own “godhood.” 
+ she was pregnant – This detail seems only to serve as necessary background for the 
rest of the account…and… 
+ and cried out in pain as she was about to give birth – This shows just how pregnant 
she was, and just how immediately that child would be born! 
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- The Dragon 12:3-4 
- Then another sign appeared in heaven – Normally I would say that 
this signals a new vision, but given the identical subject maPer 
(unified all the way through the first verse of ch. 13), we are dealing 
with a new aspect or detail from the same vision…in this case, the 
other major player: the dragon. 
- …a dragon – While we understand dragons as mythological 
creatures, the Greek understanding of the word (δράκων) is not 
necessarily imaginary. The idea behind it is “great lizard/snake” and 
is (largely due to these chapters) closely associated with Satan. The 
word only occurs in Revelation in biblical literature, but in 
rabbinical writings is o=en synonymous with the word for 
“snake” (ὄφις). 

+ enormous – same word used for the “great” sign, above.  
+ red – This is the word for “fire” so a literal translation of this phrase would be a “great 
fire snake.” We saw this terminology a few other times earlier in the book [6:4, 9:17]. In 
general the color is associated with violence, war, and destruction. 
+ with seven heads – This is where this guy gets tricky…Normally the number 7 is 
associated with God’s covenant relationship with his people. That interpretation seems 
quite unlikely here (as though God sent Satan to persecute his church), so here are two 
likely options that don’t dri= too far: 1) There is one “main” head of the dragon and 6 
other heads. 6 is much more o=en associated with evil and in its triplicate form, 666, is 
used as the “mark” of the beast in the next chapter [13:18]. 2) Satan as the deceiver is 
trying to appear as though he is serving God here. This seems to be the preferable 
interpretation and is similar to what we saw in former vision (for demons [9:7-10]). 
+ ten horns – 10 is the number for “completeness” and shows that God has control over 
something. While Satan is able to express his influence and aPempts to persecute God’s 
Church, he is only enabled to go so far, he is “chained” in a sense, a chain that will 
eventually be used to hurl him from the earth to the eternal abyss [20:1-3, 10]. 
+ seven crowns on his heads – Again, this is confusing…not only because we have the 
recurrence of “7,” but also because this is not at all proportionate to the “10” heads (no 
maPer how you divide it up!) In a certain sense this actually helps support option #2 
above under “with seven heads” since as the deceiver Satan tries (albeit, o=en poorly) to 
imitate God, but even his best imitations still fall far short of the reality of God’s Truth. 
+ his tail swept a third of the stars out of the sky and flung them to the earth – Just as 
we saw with the darkened stars when the fourth angel sounded his trumpet [8:12], this 
1/3 part is a significant portion of the heavenly host that God created, and that now 
were following the deceiver to their ultimate demise. 

- stood in front of the woman (who was about to give birth) – Satan o=en doesn’t hide his 
opposition to the Truth, but parades it proudly before the world. Here he shows his teeth and 
prepares to take the child as soon as he is born. 
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- that he might devour her child – Satan’s plan was always to put himself in the place of God. 
Just like the wicked servants who killed the master’s son [MaPhew 21:33-46, esp. v. 38], not 
only is his logic flawed, but he will also face severe consequences for his acts of rebellion 
against the only almighty God. 
- the moment it was born – Satan’s eagerness did not in any way contribute to the success of 
his efforts. He chose to go toe-to-toe with God himself, and met the end that all who seek to do 
the same eventually face. 

- The Birth of the Child 12:5-6 
- She gave birth to a son – Anyone else hearing Luke 2[:7] in their head right 
now? That’s good, because this child too is Jesus. The only difficulty is in 
understanding how the Church gives birth to Christ.   
- a male child – If recent events hadn’t happened (Bruce/Caitlynn Jenner, etc) 
I don’t know that I would have even noticed the double wording that the 
Greek has here (literally “a son, a male”). Why both words? The word for 
“son” (υἱὸν) o=en just carries the force of “the one who will inherit,” 
whereas John wanted to emphasize that this Son is a man (in every sense of 
the term), so he used the Greek word “male” (ἄρσεν) that made that 
perfectly clear as well. 
- who will rule all the nations – Christ already holds all authority in heaven and on earth 
[MaPhew 28:18], but this points to the fulfillment [Romans 14:11, Philippians 2:10-11] that will 
occur when he returns in glory to judge the living and the dead [1 Peter 4:5]. 
- with an iron scepter – Psalm 2:9 aPaches this significance to Jesus and we saw that this same 
imagery was quoted earlier in the book of Revelation [2:27-28]. It will come up one last time in 
Christ’s triumphant “Return of the King” in chapter 19[:15], where Jesus—the rider on the 
white horse—makes his victory over sin, death, and Satan entirely complete. 
- her child was snatched up to God and to his throne – Though there is separation for this time 
between the Church and Christ, he is at the throne of God—even now—living and reigning. 
The “snatched” verb shouldn’t alarm us, rather it shows that even in the face of Satan’s 
voracious appetite, God’s watchful vigil was more prepared, and he foiled the dragon’s plans 
yet again. 
- The woman fled into the desert – While we are here on this earth, we are strangers in a 
strange land…don’t miss the significance of how Israel did the same thing, either…we are 
wandering in the wilderness, awaiting our arrival in the Promised Land of heaven…our real 
home. 
- a place prepared for her by God where she might be taken care of – Jesus himself promised 
that the gates of hell would not overcome his Church [MaPhew 16:18]. While our journey on 
this earth o=en takes us through difficult times and places, we have the assurance that our 
Savior will work everything out for our good. 
- for 1,260 days – As we saw in the previous chapter, quick math shows us that this is the same 
as a time (360), times (720), and half a time (180). In other words, the New Testament era. 
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- War in Heaven 12:7-9 
- And there was war in heaven – *FLASHBACK 
ALERT* This is not a new war in heaven. This is John 
giving us the necessary information to understand 
that Satan is already defeated, and that even when his 
power resurges, it’s all still under God’s control 
completely. 
- Michael – In the book that immediately precedes 
Revelation, Jude, there is an obscure reference to the 
archangel Michael and the devil disputing over the 
body of Moses [Jude v.9]. Michael is bePer known 
(though still fairly obscure) from his multiple appearances in Daniel’s prophecies described as 
“one of the chief princes,” [Daniel 10:13] “your prince,” [Daniel 10:21] and “the great prince 
who protects your people” [Daniel 12:1]. He is—at the very least—God’s most powerful angelic 
servant, and more o=en than not appears in a Christ-like role and in direct opposition to Satan 
(or the prince of the Persian kingdom [Daniel 10:13]). 
- and his angels – The “his” here could be possessive, again if we understand Michael to be 
Christ himself. The other option is that they are the angels under his command. In either case, 
this is the one whom God himself has appointed to be commander of the armies of heaven. 
- fought against the dragon – Note the past tense. This already happened. So did the 
opposition that is about to be described. 
- and the dragon and his angels fought back – Satan has angels in the same sense that Michael 
does…o=en we refer to those angels as demons to differentiate between the two more clearly, 
but they were once angels in heaven who (like Satan) decided that their alloPed lot from God 
was not good enough…now they find out that their forces were not as strong as their rebellion. 
- But [the dragon] was not strong enough – Satan failed…then and now…history repeats itself 
and will continue to do so until that final Return of the King ala chapter 20. 
- they lost their place in heaven – Meaning that (as was mentioned above) they were at one 
point *in* heaven. Discontentment breeds many other sins, and the angels were no exception. 
- the great dragon was hurled down – First from heaven to earth…soon from earth to “the lake 
of fire” [20:10]. 

+ that ancient serpent – This name brings us right back to the Garden of Eden where 
Satan first tempted people into sin. As the one that was “more craNy” [Genesis 3:1]  
than any other, this animal was ideal for Satan’s use and was consequently punished for 
sin as well [Genesis 3:14-15].  
+ called the devil – Meaning “liar.” The devil uses a two-fold approach to aPacking 
believers that is shown in the two names here. First he lies by giving false promises and 
half-truths like he did for Adam and Eve. 
+ Satan – Meaning “accuser.” Satan then takes the broken conscience of the believer 
who fell into sin and pounds it with blow a=er guilt-ridden blow of accusation.  
+ who leads the whole world astray – Satan’s influence is universal, and he then uses 
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that universality to deceive others into the opinion that what is popular must be right. 
- he was hurled to the earth, and his angels with him – The only additional point here is that it 
wasn’t only the ringleader Satan who suffered for his rebellion, but all the forces who followed 
faced the same judgment. 

- Rejoicing in Heaven 12:10-12 
- Now have come – The words of the “loud voice 
in heaven” announce the victory that Christ has 
won in hurling the dragon out of heaven. Note 
the threefold acknowledgement of God’s victory. 

+ the salvation – We had to be saved 
because our own strength and power were 
insufficient to the task at hand, but God’s 
grace is perfectly sufficient, even (and 
especially) in our weakness [2 Corinthians 12:9]. 
+ and the power – Compared to the dragon who “was not strong enough” [v.8], our God 
has all the power he needs. The word “Almighty” which we o=en use for God 
(especially in reference to the Father) simply means “All-powerful” (or you could use 
the fancy Latin term: “Omnipotent,” which means exactly the same thing) 
+ and the kingdom of our God – God’s ruling activity is one of the main subjects of Jesus’ 
parables, yet here that kingdom is one over which our God reigns supreme and alone. 

- the authority of his Christ – [MaPhew 28:18] …what else needs to be said? 
- the accuser of our brothers (who accuses them before our God day and night) has been hurled 
down – aka “Satan” (see above). John really wants to drive home two things…this dragon is 
Satan, and this dragon has LOST. The baPle is over, and we are on the winning side! 
- They overcame him – Not only Christ participates in this victory (though ultimately he 
deserves all the credit), but all those who are with him (us included) enjoy the benefits of that 
victory. 

+ by the blood of the Lamb – This is the means by which that price of redemption was 
paid, to buy us back from the incomprehensible debt we owed…[1 Peter 1:18-19] 
+ by the word of their testimony – This is the means by which we are connected to that 
redemption. As Paul said, faith comes from hearing the message [Romans 10:17]. 

- They did not love their lives so much as to shrink from death – This was one of the promises 
that Christ gave to his disciples. As we live our lives following him, we are to carry our 
crosses, and that means that we may face even death [Psalm 44:22, Romans 8:36], but we still 
continue to give ourselves as living sacrifices daily [Romans 12:1] because Christ is worth far 
more than we could ever imagine in this life [MaPhew 16:24-28]. 
- Therefore rejoice – Just as James’ encouragement [James 1:2-4] to find pure joy even in 
difficult circumstances and trials of many kinds, we rejoice along with all the saints of God for 
our trivial trials and present sufferings are nothing compared to the glory that will be revealed 
in us [Romans 8:18]. 
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- you heavens and you who dwell in them – Heaven’s victory is complete…and contrasted with 
the earth, two aspects of which will feature in upcoming visions as earthly powers that stand 
in opposition to God: namely 1) earthly governments and 2) man-made religions. 
- But woe to the earth and the sea – Again, this is mostly to set up the upcoming two visions of 
the beasts arising from these respective regions as a result of the dragon’s influence [ch.13]. 
- he is filled with fury because he knows his time is short – Though Satan doesn’t know exactly 
when his demise is coming, he—like us—knows that Christ is returning soon…unlike us, 
however, Satan is none too anxious for that day to arrive and is puPing forth his strongest 
efforts of opposition…our own evangelistic efforts should have that same fiery passion, 
perhaps even “furious”? …food for thought 

- The Woman in the Wilderness 12:13-17  
- When the dragon saw that he had been hurled to the 
earth – It’s likely that this realization was instantaneous 
and as soon as he realized that, he becan his fury-filled 
pursuit of God’s Church. 
- he pursued the woman who had given birth to the 
male child – The phrase goes “where God builds a 
church, Satan builds a chapel” He is relentless and will 
not stop until the very end when he is forced into the 
burning lake of fire for all eternity. 
- The woman was given the two wings of a great eagle – Eagles are swi=…nuf said? 
- so that she might fly to the place prepared for her in the desert – Even though we are 
strangers wandering in a strange land, God has still prepared a safe place for us with green 
pastures as our Good Shepherd. He knows what we need, prepares and provides it all. 
- where she would be taken care of for a time, times, and half a time – New Testament era 
- out of the serpent’s reach – Not even Satan can snatch us out of Christ’s hand [Luke 10:28]! 
- From his mouth the serpent spewed water like a river – See 8:10 for more on this spread of 
false teaching. 
- to overtake the woman and sweep her away with the torrent – These are Satan’s goals…he is 
unsuccessful on both counts. 
- But the earth helped the woman by opening its mouth and swallowing the river (that the 
dragon had spewed out of his mouth) – Sometimes earthly governments assist in quelling false 
teachings (other times they do not). Ultimately we do not rely on them, but on our gracious 
God to preserve us and keep us safe. 
- Then the dragon was enraged at the woman and went off to make war against the rest of her 
offspring (those who obey God’s commandments and hold to the testimony of Jesus) – That 
war is here, but will be described in the coming chapters more fully…stay tuned for more! 
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