
 The Book of Revelation – Chapter 14: The Seven Visions (Vision 4 of 7) #4-6 – 144,000; 3 Angels; Harvest

Vision #4 – The Lamb and the 144,000 – 14:1-5 
The Lamb on Mount Zion 14:1 
- Then I looked (signal #4) – As we move into the next vision, it’s 
important to note that of the seven visions, this is the center. And 
since the Vision of visions is also the 4th vision, we are entering the 
center of the center. O>en the middle showcases the most 
important part, the central truth, and the focus of everything 
around it. That is certainly the case here, as our focus shi>s away 
from the frightening power of the dragons and the beasts and 
tunes in to Christ as the central figure, not only in the book, not only in the vision, but in all of 
history and all eternity! 
- there before me was a Lamb – Unlike the “lamb” in the previous chapter, this lamb is the 
Lamb, whose blood was shed to cleanse the world of our sins. In addition to the “center” point 
made above, this section is also very clearly intentional in its placement right next to the 
chapters concerning our opposition. Christ came to abolish the powers of all the frightening 
beasts and dragons of this world, and he did so as an innocent Lamb: peaceful, calm and quiet. 
- standing on Mount Zion – If it had not been clear who this was before this point (which it 
was…) now John makes it inescapably clear. Mount Zion is God’s dwelling place with his 
people [Psalm 48:1-3, Isaiah 8:18, Joel 2:32, Obadiah 1:17]. It is also the site where Abraham 
almost sacrificed Isaac, but offered up that miraculously-appearing ram instead [2 Chronicles 
3:1, Genesis 22 (esp. v.13-14)]. Mount Zion is o>en symbolic of God’s New Testament church as 
well [Isaiah 2:1ff, Psalm 46, Romans 11:26, Galatians 4:26, Hebrews 12:22] 
- with him 144,000 – The last time we saw the 144,000 was back in chapter 7(:1-17). There the 
vision of God’s complete, invisible Church (12 x 12 x 10 x 10 x 10) also followed a trying time 
for that church: the “great tribulation” from chapter 6(:2-17). The message is that in spite of the 
frightening images and beings appearing all around (and even—in the case of the beast from 
the earth—within) God’s church, we see the sure hope and unfailing, unfading assurance that 
only our gracious God can give. 

+ who had his name – We are followers of Christ, and so we are called Christians. This is 
the name of the one who won our salvation [Acts 4:12], and like those believers in 
Antioch [Acts 11:26], it is a name we proudly bear through good times and bad alike. 
He bought and washed us with his blood, we are his [Ephesians 5:25-27] 
+ and his Father’s name – One of the most prevalent themes in John’s gospel is the 
interplay between the Father and the Son, including that Jesus and the Father are one 
[John 10:30]. That same oneness is what we experience in part here on earth with fellow 
believers (as fellow parts of Christ’s body), but fully in heaven.  
+ wriEen on their foreheads – In the same way that there is a “mark of the beast” [13:16] 
so Christ’s followers are similarly marked [Ezekiel 9]. We have his name on us, 
“Christian” doesn’t just describe how we live, it’s who we are! And just as it is evident 
who belongs to the beast, so it is equally clear that we belong to our God and Savior! 
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The New Song 14:2-3 
- And I heard a sound from heaven – Once again seming the 
stage for us, John reminds us that these events are taking place 
in heaven. As we gaze again on the 144,000 it is important to 
remember that they are the members of the Church 
triumphant. No longer are they bamling the forces of evil here 
on earth. The strife is over, the bamle’s won! 
+ like the roar of rushing waters – This is the same sound that 

was ascribed to Jesus’ own voice back in chapter 1:15. The authority and majesty of this 
heavenly song had an overwhelming quality that drowned out opposition. In heaven 
there will be nothing but the joy and elation that wipes out tears and sadness. 
+ like a loud peal of thunder – There are two other places in Revelation where this same 
term is used. Back in chapter 6:1 one of the four living creatures spoke in “a voice like 
thunder” as he called forth the first of the four horsemen (on the white horse). Later on 
in the book (19:6) we will hear about this sound amributed to the voice of a great 
multitude (also including a reference to rushing waters). Few things in nature even 
come close to the deep, majestic sound of thunder…this will be beyond even that! 
+ like that of harpists playing their harps – The Greek here could even be translated 
“sound like that of harpist harping” but that doesn’t have quite the same connotation in 
our parlance. These harps produce an immense sound, likely due to the overwhelming 
number of instruments playing at once. The sound, though immense and powerful, was 
not unpleasant…the music is melodious. For saints on earth still fighting as the Church 
militant, few things could be more comforting than hearing about the uncounted crowd 
of those whose bamle is over and whose victory is already won! 

- they sang a new song – This new song had already been ascribed to the four living creatures 
and the elders around God’s throne [5:9]. We noted the Old Testament references to this new 
song in that chapter, but here they are again…all seven of them… [Psalm 33:3, 40:3, 96:1, 98:1, 
144:9, 149:1, Isaiah 42:8]. 

+ before the throne – This was the site of the original “new song” back in chapter 5, but 
here the heavenly chorus is joined with all those present, not just the creatures and 
elders. In heaven we will all be given the full knowledge of the glory of God [1 
Corinthians 13:12]. 
+ before the four living creatures and the elders – both groups were present and sang the 
original “new song” Now they are witnesses to the Church militant becoming the 
Church triumphant. 

- No one could learn the song, except the 144,000 – This is why John doesn’t tell us the lyrics…  
- who had been redeemed from the earth – Again, in sharp contrast to the servants of the 
dragon, we are “in the world, but not of the world” [John 17:15-16]. Jesus blood has purchased 
us and bought us back from our slavery to sin [1 Peter 1:18-19]. 

More About the Singers 14:4-5 
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- who did not defile themselves with women, for they remained 
virgins – Not to be confused with the forced celibacy of the 
Roman Catholic priesthood (which actually violates God’s law, 
rather than upholding it [1 Corinthians 7]), this instead refers to 
faithfulness to God, the bridegroom of the Church [2 Corinthians 
11:2]. This point becomes especially poignant and contrasting in 
comparison with those who follow a>er the unfaithful Babylon, 
introduced later in the chapter and greatly expounded upon later 
in the lemer. 
- They follow the Lamb wherever he goes – Just as sheep follow their shepherd, so we—as 
Jesus’ lambs—follow the Lamb as our leader. This Lamb is also the Good Shepherd [John 10, 
Psalm 23] who cares for his sheep. The verb for follow here is a present participle, which 
indicates continuous action…we don’t follow Jesus to a place, or for a certain amount of time. 
We are in a state of being: constantly following the lead of our Leader. Especially comforting 
for those First Century churches in Asia minor were Christ’s words “My sheep listen to my 
voice; I know them, and they follow me. I give them eternal life, and they shall never perish; 
no one can snatch them out of my hand” [John 10:27ff]. An interesting note from Becker: “John 
had heard the Savior speak those words, and those of John’s hearers who knew his gospel well 
must have remembered that when they heard pastors read these verses” Becker, 219. 
- They were purchased from among mankind – This doesn’t mean that only some were 
purchased. Peter explains that even those who deny Jesus and bring destruction on themselves 
are nonetheless purchased by him [2 Peter 2:1]. Mostly this goes back to v.5 where we heard 
that this multitude was redeemed, bought back, and thus purchased by the crimson flood of 
Jesus’ blood. 
- [they were] offered as firstfruits to God and to the Lamb – Just as the previous phrase is not 
exclusive, neither is this one only a “part” of the fruits, but this is in reference to Old Testament 
offerings. In the Old Testament, the firstfruits were the part of the harvest that was brought to 
the temple as an offering to the Lord. In the harvest of all mankind, therefore, the firstfruits are 
the ones that God has brought to his temple in heaven.  
- No lie was found in their mouths – Lying is a particularly dangerous sin. James dedicates an 
entire chapter of his book to the control of the tongue (and just how impossible that task really 
is). He goes on to show how the small spark of a lying tongue can cause a forest fire of 
repercussions and collateral damage [James 3 (esp. v. 5-6)]. Elsewhere in Scripture we see just 
how repugnant lying is to God (and remember the name Devil means “liar”) [Proverbs 6:17, 
Psalm 5:6, Romans 3:4, Revelation 21:8]. However, no lie is found in their mouths for the same 
reason that our lies will not be counted against us: God has cleansed our lips with that burning 
coal from his altar [Isaiah 6:7] and by his Son’s blood, we are pure and blameless as well. 
- they are blameless – Back in chapter 7 we heard about the reason that we are counted as 
blameless: we have been cleansed from every spot and blemish by the blood of the Lamb. The 
word simply means that others have “no cause for blame,” we are free from any charge that 
could be laid against us…again, not by our greatness, but by the Lamb on Mount Zion alone!  

!3



 The Book of Revelation – Chapter 14: The Seven Visions (Vision 4 of 7) #4-6 – 144,000; 3 Angels; Harvest

Vision #5 – The Three Angels – 14:6-13 
The First Angel 14:6-7 
- Then I saw (signal #5) another angel – The next vision is queued up by our 
signal words and once again we are introduced to a series of angels. This time 
the series only contains 3, and together they form the 5th of our 7 visions. The 
first of these angels has traditionally been understood (at least in Lutheran 
circles) as the coming of the Reformation. I tend to see this more broadly in 
reference to any resurgence of gospel truth in the midst of false doctrine running 
rampant (and Becker agrees with that, so I think I’m on premy good ground with 
that interpretation).  

“It is perfectly proper, then, to see one fulfillment of that promise [that the gospel of the kingdom will be 
preached to the end of time] in the Lutheran Reformation which is history’s most prominent illustration of the 
principle that God will not allow his Word to be silenced. But we may also see an illustration of this truth in 
every other historical movement in which the gospel has been clearly and emphatically proclaimed. The vision 
simply assures us that false teachers will never silence the preaching of the gospel” Becker, 223 

+ flying in midair – Separated from both earth and sea, this angel stands in a unique 
position to minister outside the reach of the beasts. The first three visions of the series 
focused on the formidable foes that stand in opposition to God and his Church. The 
fourth vision gave us the comfort of the ultimate victory that already is ours, and now 
we see how God fights back, even while we are still on the earth. 
+ he had the eternal gospel to proclaim – Jesus proclaimed both that his Word would 
never pass away [Mamhew 24:35] and also that no mamer what Satan throws against us, 
the gates of hell will never prevail against us (the Church, not Peter) [Mamhew 16:18]. 
While this gospel is eternal, there is no guarantee that it will remain in our hands as 
much as we have been blessed here and now. We have been given a remarkable gi>, one 
that we dare not waste! 

* to those who live on earth – Remember in the previous chapter when we talked 
about “the inhabitants of the earth” as a technical term for unbelievers? Well it’s 
important that you do…because in the Greek, this is distinct from that term. 
Translating literally it would come out something like “those who sit upon the 
earth.” This is a universal term for everyone on earth, we will all hear the good 
news of that eternal gospel, but whether or not we reject that message 
determines which group we fall into a>er that.  
* to every (1) nation, (2) tribe, (3) language, and (4) people – Our fourfold 
division points us to the fact that reinforces what we said on the above phrase. 
This is not just a portion of the population, but the work of the first angel extends 
over the face of the whole earth. 

- He said in a loud voice – If the whole world is going to hear you, you’re going to have to 
speak up a bit… 

+ Fear God – The angel gives 3 commands: Fear, give glory, worship…and the first of 
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those is perhaps the most challenging. While there is some aspect of the terror [Mamhew 
10:28] we have in the face of pure perfection (traditionally what we think of when we 
hear the word “fear”), the awe and wonder is perhaps the more prevalent note here. 
This is especially true since we are speaking about a reaction to God’s eternal gospel, the 
good news about Jesus. Jesus is the one who bore the wrath of God on our behalf, 
removing any need to fear that wrath in our own hearts, but giving us every reason to 
honor and serve him in total awe of his love for us. 
+ give him glory – This praise and glory is not found in outward words, it is not found 
in the proper musical seming, or the artwork that captures the subject just right. True 
glorifying of God can only come from a heart of faith, and really has very limle to do 
with the outward action. That this requires a heart of faith is further reinforced by the 
following phrase: 

* because the hour of his judgment has come – No unbelieving heart will rejoice 
on this day. No one who trusts and relies and themselves and their works will be 
pleased to see Judgment Day’s arrival. Yet for the believer in Christ there could 
be no sweeter day on earth! This is the day when God brings all his elect—body 
and soul—to be with him forever in heaven for the sake of Jesus! 

+ Worship him – Worship itself is “ascribing worth” to something or someone. This 
particular word for worship deals with “kneeling before” as a sign of inferiority and 
humility [Philippians 2:10]. What other reaction could there be before the God who 
created the universe by the power of his Word!?  

* who made (1) the heavens, (2) the earth, (3) the sea, and (4) the springs of water 
– Once more we have the fourfold division that explains the whole world will be 
participating in this worshiping, because the one whom they worship made them 
all! This worship, however—since it applies to both believers and unbelievers—
has the people responding in two different ways: the believers, in joyful awe; the 
unbelievers, in abject terror. 

The Second Angel 14:8  
- A second angel followed – Note: No “I saw,” since these three 
angels are one continuous vision. Unlike the first angel, however, 
this angel brings a message that consists of pure judgment.  
- and said  

+ Fallen, fallen is Babylon the Great – We will hear much 
more about Babylon in the coming chapters (much of 17 and 
nearly all of 18), but for now it is helpful to show the connection to where Babylon’s fall 
was prophesied in the Old Testament [Isaiah 21:9]. Babylon is o>en placed in 
contradistinction to Jerusalem where both have their symbolic meaning: Jerusalem 
being the dwelling place of God on earth, and Babylon becomes a symbol for complete 
apostasy—the human ideal—the complete turning away from God and his will for us.  

* which made all the nations – Just as the first angel reached the whole 
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world with the sweet message of the gospel, so Babylon was able to reach 
the whole world with her false teachings and temptations.  
* drink the maddening wine of her adulteries – Becker suggests an 
alternate translation here, since the word translated “maddening” really 
has more of a “deep desire or feeling” connotation. He suggests: “drink 
the wine of her adulterous desire.” Though this could certainly manifest 
itself in physical unfaithfulness and adultery, with the picture of chastity 
already shown in the 144,000 [v.4] this adultery is also to be understood as 
spiritual unfaithfulness. Chapter 18 will dig much deeper into the 
depravity of Babylon that seeks to draw us away from our God, and into 
the carnal pleasures of this world…stay tuned! 

The Third Angel 14:9-11  
- A third angel followed them – As with the second angel, we 
still have no indication that we have a new vision, showing the 
close relation these three angels have to one another.  
- and said in a loud voice – This is a message to be heard and 
heeded…and knowing what the next vision holds, we are 
quickly running out of time to repent. The time of grace for the 
world is nearly at its end. 
+ If anyone worships the beast – As we heard in the previous 

chapter, the dragon (and the second beast) both caused “the inhabitants of the earth” to 
follow a>er the beast from the sea (earthly government) and even to worship him. God 
is giving the unbelievers of the world one last chance…one last preaching of his law 
(which is in and of itself and expression of mercy) in order that they turn from their 
wickedness…or else face the consequences that come along with the alternative choice. 
+ and its image – This restricts our understanding of “which beast?” to the first beast 
(from the sea). The beast from the earth gave life to that image [13:14-15], but we are 
again referring to governments that lead people away from the worship of the true God 
to worship of ourselves, our bodies, and our money. 
+ and receives its mark on their forehead (or on their hand) – For a more detailed 
discussion, see the notes on 13:16-18. Yet again, though, we have the contrast clarified 
between the 144,000 and the uncounted ranks of the beast.  

* they, too, will drink the wine of God’s fury – There are many think that this 
fury is undeserved. But our denial of God is not only further reason for his 
wrath, but further proof that he is justified when he judges. We want to think of 
ourselves as gods over our own lives, sovereigns accountable to no one but 
ourselves…yet when we inevitably infringe on someone else’s sovereignty we 
want to think of ourselves first…God made us, and everything else…what could 
be more sovereign than him!? 

^ which has been poured full strength – The Greek here is “unmixed.” 
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Since wine was a more valuable commodity, it would o>en be diluted 
with water to extend its life (and the wine itself was quite a potent 
potable). This bimer drink of God’s fury, however, would not be watered 
down in any way…all who turned from him would in turn receive the full 
cup of his full wrath. 
^ into the cup of his wrath – These cups will be the subject of our 5th 
vision which comes hand-in-hand with the 7th in the Vision of visions 
[15:1-8].  

* They will be tormented – Even if I can admit that I am accountable to God, I still 
find it hard to reconcile the extent to which God will punish sins…that’s my 
sinful nature talking. We somehow feel—even though we have broken the 
perfect law of Almighty God—that we are somehow worthy of a lesser 
punishment than eternal hellfire. Partly that is fear, but mostly it is the very same 
human rebellion that led our first parents to sin in the first place: I think I can do 
a bemer job than God…I think I know bemer than he does.  

^ with burning sulfur – As we saw with the breast-plated locusts, foul-
smelling sulfur is inextricably linked to hell. Those beasts that came from 
the bowels of the earth bore this burning judgment as their banner, but 
rather than a symbol of pride and power, it is truly the punishment they 
and all other rebels must face. 
^ in the presence – The truly heart-rending truth of Judgment Day is not 
only the joy of the believers, but also that we will see the countless 
multitudes that will face their punishment that day too… 

# of the holy angels – Already judged once, the angels that are le> 
are all holy, their counterparts in hell (now dubbed “demons”) are 
also already in the same state they will be in for eternity. 
# and of the Lamb – Christ, the one who bore the eternal 
punishment for all sin, is also the one who bears the sad burden of 
proclaiming judgment on all those who rejected him. 

^ the smoke of their torment will rise – We also saw this pictured in the 
vision of locusts, as the cloud from which the hordes of hell poured forth. 

# for ever and ever – This is not a temporary punishment…this is 
not discipline…this is forever…beyond permanent. 

* There will be no rest day or night – Which is the EXACT opposite of what 
believers have awaiting them (v.13)  

+ for those who (1) worship the beast and (2) its image or for anyone who (3) receives 
the mark of its name – Three terms referring to the same group of people, and, in fact, 
the same three terms used above in v.9, thus bookending this speech of judgment and 
wrath with the reason for it. This is not some undeserved whim of a fickle judge, this is 
the just punishment for a rebellion so complete that it isn’t even recognized as rebellion 
anymore. Why do people go to hell? For rejecting Jesus. Simple. No questions. 
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Patient Endurance and the Blessed Dead 14:12-13  
- This calls for [is] patient endurance – My mind is 
still confused as to why the “calls for” has been 
included. The patient endurance of the saints is 
encouraged by the fact that God is a just God. He 
has answered the prayers coming from under the 
altar (the fi>h seal, 6:9-11) and now he has proven 
himself to be true.   
- on the part of the people of God   

+ who keep his commands – Jesus himself 
said “If you love me, you will obey what I 
command” [John 14:15, 23-24] and this 
follows in line with James’ reasoning about faith and works. Being a part of the people 
of God is not saying the right magic words to bring our genie-god to our beckon call, 
but it is taking the miraculous gi> of faith he has given to us, and living in line with the 
Word he has also given to us. Jesus continually provides us with bread from heaven 
[John 6], but if we refuse to receive the gi>s he gives, whose fault is that? 
+ and remain faithful to Jesus – Earlier in the book, John addressed the congregation in 
Smyrna with the words “Be faithful, even to the point of death, and I will give you the 
crown of life” [2:10]. Perhaps more apropos to the subject mamer at hand are Jesus 
words to each of the faithful servants in his parable of the talents. Jesus commends them 
all the same “Well done, good and faithful servant. You were faithful with a few things, 
I will put you in charge of many things; enter into the joy of your master” [Mamhew 
25:21, 23]. This parable also immediately precedes Jesus’ own picture of Judgment Day, 
the separation of the sheep and the goats [Mamhew 25:31-46]. 

- Then I heard a voice from heaven – In addition to the 3 angels, now a voice speaks…all these 
messages are from God, but this one is more direct and more directly comforting. 
- Write this: 

+ Blessed are the dead who die in the Lord – Death is a frightening concept, but not for 
the Christian. Death has been swallowed up in victory [1 Corinthians 15:51-58], and so 
for the believer it is merely the gateway from this life to the next. A sweet sleep 
[Mamhew 9:24], before awakening to eternal rest, and to God himself. 
+ from now on – It’s not as though believers weren’t blessed before, but now that the 
fulfillment of the ages has come [Galatians 4:4-5] we realize just how blessed we are! 
+ ‘Yes,’ says the Spirit – The Spirit, and the Word through which he works, both are in 
agreement on the truth of this blessing. 
+ they will rest from their labor – As mentioned above, this is to distinguish them from 
the ones who will receive no rest for all eternity…the true Sabbath rest awaits believers. 
+ for their deeds will follow them – NOT WORKS RIGHTEOUSNESS! The only ones 
who can do good deeds are believers. So those marks of faith follow us all the way to 
heavenly glory. 
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Vision #6 – The Harvest of the Earth – 14:14-20 
The One on the Cloud 14:14  
- I looked (signal #6) – The pamern continues with vision #6/7 as John looks 
again to see another miraculous and strange sight.  
- before me was a white cloud – White is the color of purity and holiness. 
Here we see the cloud and the one seated on it. No longer will the true glory 
of our Messiah be hidden, now has come the time to reveal himself to the 
world. 
- seated on the cloud – We have heard Jesus—on trial—use this language in 
reference to his return to the earth [Mark 14:62]. That he is coming in holiness 
is nothing new, but that he is coming on a cloud sharply contrasts his first 
coming to earth [Luke 2]. 

- one like a son of man – The Psalm writers used this to refer to the coming Messiah [Psalm 8:4, 
80:17]. This is a phrase that Jesus o>en used to describe himself [e.g. Mamhew 9:6, Mark 
2:10-11, Luke 5:24]. Earlier in the book we saw it in reference to him again [1:13], so we have no 
reason not to see this one as Christ himself. The subsequent details also contribute to that 
understanding. 
- with a crown of gold on his head – Christ returns to the world not in lowliness and humility, 
but as the King of kings and Lord of lords. Though he has had this crown of conquering since 
Calvary’s cross, now that ruling activity is revealed not just to eyes of faith, but to believer and 
unbeliever alike. 
- and a sharp sickle in his hand – Though the picture differs slightly, this is the same moment 
in time (and, in fact, the end of all time) that Jesus foretold in Mamhew 25. A sickle was used to 
thresh the fields of grain in order to bring in the harvest. Several parables use some of this 
agricultural language—especially the parable of Weeds and Wheat [Mamhew 13:24-30]—but all 
pointing ahead to these moments before the Last Judgment. The fact that this sickle is sharp 
indicates that Christ only takes a single swing to gather the living and the dead…a dull blade 
would need to hack at the stalks in order to cut through, but a sharpened blade cuts 
immediately (and there’s probably a reference to Hebrews 4:12 there too, since that is the 
sickle-sword that Christ will use). 
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The Reaper and the Command 14:15-16 
- Then another angel came out of the temple – Again, no indicator here, 
showing that we are continuing in the same vision. The fact that this 
angel is coming from the temple points our eyes back to the fact that 
God himself is authorizing this harvest and the subsequent judgment. 
- to him who was siEing on the cloud – This might indicate authority, 
except that if the other angel is Christ (and he seems to be) then it 
would not be appropriate for an angel to be expressing authority over 
the Son of God. Therefore, rather than authority, it seems that this 
angel is more of an alarm clock of sorts, announcing that the time had 
come, not bringing it about by his own command. 
- Take your sickle and reap  

+ because the time to reap has come – “Nobody knows the day or the hour” [Mamhew 
24:36] “It will come like a thief in the night” [1 Thessalonians 5:2, 2 Peter 3:10] …yet 
here it is! This is the day, the hour, the moment of Judgment Day’s arrival, and the 
harvesting of the earth. This reaping involves both those who are alive and dead…all 
will be gathered up together (just like in Jesus’ parable of the net [Mamhew 13:47-50]), 
then all will be judged individually. 
+ for the harvest of the earth is ripe – God wants all to be saved, and so he provided 
time, time to hear, time to turn. But even though God is the only one who knows the 
exact time, there is a set time when that time will come to an end. That is when the 
harvest will be ready, when the earth will be ripe for the reaping. When God’s Word has 
been preached to the world and all God’s elect have been gathered in…then the end will 
come (and not a moment before God wants it to!) 

- So he who was seated on the cloud – He has gomen up, no more will the moment be delayed 
by inaction, but the Savior of the world now becomes the Judge over all creation. He has come 
back down…he has returned…he is Jesus the Just, holy and true. 
- swung his sickle over the earth – With the sharp sickle of his Word, Christ sweeps over the 
world. Each individual heart is cut to its core by the sting of his perfect law. No one can hide 
from this swinging blade, no one is exempt, all are cut together that God’s justice and his 
mercy may be shown equally to all [Romans 11:30-32]. 
- and the earth was harvested – Now that everyone has been gathered up, it is time to 
commence the judging, to separate the wheat from the weeds [Mamhew 13:30], the good fish 
from the bad [Mamhew 13:49-50], and the sheep from the goats [Mamhew 25:31-33].  

More Angels, Sharp Sickles, Grapes of Wrath 14:17-20  
- Another angel came out of the temple in heaven – see note on v.15. 
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- he too had a sharp sickle – God takes no pleasure in the death of 
the wicked [Ezekiel 3:11], so it seems that this final cuming down of 
the wicked comes at the hand of one of his angelic servants. Christ’s 
purpose was to save people [Luke 9:55], and to judge those who 
rejected him. 
- Still another angel – How many angels are we at now…?  

+ who had charge of the fire – This detail is hard to determine 
definitely. Some possibilities include that his care of the fire of 
the altar would put him in a parallel position to the angel who 
served at the beginning of the vision of trumpets that hurled 
the fire from the altar down to consume the earth in cleansing 
judgment [8:3-5]. He may also have been one of the seraphim 
(literally “burning ones”), or the detail could possibly just be for “dramatic 
embellishment” (Becker, 232) of the situation. 
+ came from the altar – He served in the temple at either the altar of sacrifice or the altar 
of incense. Since he came out of the temple, it would seem most likely that he is from 
the altar of incense, answering the prayers of believers. If that is the case, then his 
function is even more paralleled to the angel mentioned above [8:3-5]. 
+ called out in a loud voice  

* to him who had the sharp sickle – Once again we have the order going out, this 
time the order is altered slightly… 
* Take your sharp sickle – Again, not the same as the previous angel that we 
identified with Christ. This one has a sickle for gathering, but the group gathered 
is exclusively dedicated to wrath and punishment. 
* gather the clusters of grapes  

^ from the earth’s vine – This is seemingly in contrast to the “wine” 
amributed to Babylon above. The grapes that make this wine are full of 
wickedness and evil desires. Their one purpose is the pleasures of people, 
not the service of God…therefore they are dedicated to destruction. 
^ because its grapes are ripe – Before the flood, God’s wrath reached its 
point…it’s hard to imagine God’s infinite patience having limits…yet that 
is the extent of our rebellion and sin…even the limitless reaches its limit. 

- The angel swung his sickle on the earth – This angel does 3 things…first he swings his sickle 
over the earth…to cut down whatever remains with the sharp wrath of that iron tool.  
- gathered its grapes – Next he brings in the cut-off remnants of what he removed from the 
vines, which over the face of the whole earth includes quite a number of grape clusters… 
- threw them into the great winepress of God’s wrath – Finally he throws them into the 
winepress where others trample them down into the crimson wine that flows for miles. 
- They were trampled in the winepress – Ever thought about what it might be like to be a grape 
in a winepress? Yeah, I hadn’t either until I wrote that…I can’t imagine the wicked who will 
undergo that pressing have either, nor that they will enjoy it when it occurs. 

- outside the city – While the purpose of this detail are also hard to pin down, it seems 
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that this is meant to begin foreshadowing what we will see in the final chapters of the 
book: the holy city, the heavenly Jerusalem. In contrast to those in that heavenly city are 
those le> where there is weeping and gnashing of teeth [Mamhew 13:42] outside the city. 

- the blood flowed out of the press – This vintage does not produce any kind of fine wine, but 
rather a flow of blood and gore such as the world has never seen. 

+ rising as high as the horses’ bridles – You could just ask Jerry, but this is generally 
between 4 to 6 feet off the ground. 
+ for a distance of 1,600 stadia – See the footnote, this is approximately 180 miles. Some 
commentators like to point out that this is approximately the North-South distance of 
the nation of Israel at its height of power, but why John would be writing about that to 
churches in Asia Minor (modern day Turkey) is a mystery to me. Another figure that 
seems more beneficial and in line with the rest of the book is 4 x 4 x 10 x 10…This has 
the symbolic numbers of 4 (earth) and 10 (completeness) each doubled up for emphasis. 
This bloody destruction is over the whole face of the earth. 
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