
 The Book of Revelation – Chapter 15: The Seven Visions (Vision 4/5 of 7) #7 – Sevens, Seas, Songs, Plagues

Vision #7 – Seven Angels with Seven Plagues – 15:1 
Another Great Sign 15:1 
- I saw in heaven – And so we are introduced to the last of the 
seven visions. This immediately introduces us to another 
series and our fi:h of seven visions in the book: The Seven 
Bowls. This is also “in heaven” just like the voice that 
announced “Blessed are the dead…” [14:13], and the temple 
from which the harvesting angels proceeded [14:15, 17] in the 
previous chapter. 
**We will also see the “and I saw” cue-words in the next verse, but don’t be alarmed. This 
verse is an overview of the entire chapter, and v.2 begins a more detailed look at the vision 
introduced briefly here.** 
- another great and marvelous sign – Because of the phrasing in the Greek here, a beTer way to 
translate this is “another sign, great and marvelous.” The first and best place to see a 
connection here is to the Song of Moses and of the Lamb [v.3b-4]. These same two Greek roots 
are repeated there in connection to the works of our triune God. Therefore it is beTer to take 
the “another” with the sign, rather than with the fact that this sign is “great and marvelous.” 
We have seen other signs throughout the book [the most recent of which was back in 12:1 with 
the dragon’s appearance], but none of them has been “great” (µέγα) AND 
“marvelous” (θαυµαστόν). That this vision is described as both indicates that things are 
intensifying as we approach the concluding visions of the book. This intensification will be a 
theme that will be repeated again and again in the final visions. 
- seven angels – Seven is the number of God’s covenant interaction with his people…These 
seven angels share many parallels with the seven angels carrying trumpets [8:1-11:19]. This 
will be shown in a chart that will accompany the study guide for chapter 16. Though the 
destructions experienced in this vision are devastating, it is a comfort for God’s people to know 
that it is all from the loving hand of our perfect Creator. In his hand even destruction and 
death work for the good of those who love him [Romans 8]. 
- with the seven last plagues  

+ last – We have seen others before, we will see more down the line…keep in mind the 
“instant replay” nature of the book, and this won’t bother you at all. 
+ because with them God’s wrath is completed – This is not to say that God’s wrath was 
incomplete on Calvary. The writer to the Hebrews wrote, “But when this priest [Jesus] 
had offered for all time one sacrifice for sins, he sat down at the right hand of God, and 
since that time he waits for his enemies to be made his footstool. For by one sacrifice he 
has made perfect forever those who are being made holy” [Hebrews 10:12-14]. When 
Jesus died—as the GeTy hymn “In Christ Alone” says so well— “the wrath of God was 
satisfied.”  
However, this is referring to the wrath of God that is a result of the sin that remains in 
the world because many reject the love and forgiveness of Jesus. These plagues bring 
about the final Judgment God has reserved for the Last Day. 
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The Sea of Glass and the Song of Moses 15:2-4 
- And I saw – See the note in the asterisks ** above. 
This is not a “new vision” in addition to the one in v.
1, but an instant replay with greater detail. 
- what looked like a sea of glass – A sea is both vast 
and generally not glassy. With wind and waves, a 
calm sea is as rare as a unicorn…it doesn’t exist, at 
least not in this world. However, in heaven the 
peace and tranquility of that glorious place brings a 
vast, glassy calm beyond anything we’ve 
experienced (or ever will) this side of eternity. 

Compare this also with the “sea of glass, clear as crystal” that we saw back in 4:6. 
- glowing with fire – This burning presence shows a reflection of God’s presence, either in the 
burning rainbow of the glory of the Lord [4:3] (also shown to God’s people as a pillar of fire 
[Exodus 13:21-22, 14:24, Numbers 14:14, Deuteronomy 1:33, Nehemiah 9:12, 19]) or in the glow 
of the seven lamps [4:5]. In either case, this place glows with God’s abiding presence. 
- standing beside the sea – “beside” is maybe not the best translation here. It is legitimate, in 
the sense that the word (ἐπί) here could mean “at,” and when talking about seas, “at” can 
mean either “beside” or “on” (this is the view depicted in the picture above)…BUT probably a 
beTer and more natural way to take it would be “on.” This is reminiscent of Jesus’ walking on 
the water of the sea of Galilee (even though a fierce storm was raging at the time) [MaThew 
14:22-33]. All those who have come through the storms of life are now in God’s perfect 
presence, and find their solid ground where otherwise there might only be turmoil. 
- those who had been victorious – The word for “victorious” has the same Greek root as the 
promises in the seven leTers “to the one who overcomes” [2:7, 11, 17, 26; 3:5, 12, 21]. In these 
words, the promises were finding their fulfillment, and those members of the seven churches 
caught a glimpse of the heavenly glory awaiting them. John’s goal is to communicate clearly 
that Jesus was giving a victory that far outweighed any earthly trial or torture…here is the 
result of that victory: the white-robed army, standing on the glassy sea.  
Also note the threefold division. God’s hand is inextricably and intimately connected to the 
victory here. Just as completely as it seemed that the dragon and the beast had triumphed over 
God’s people, so they are shown here to be completely unscathed and unharmed. No maTer 
the dire weapon, no maTer the fierce opposition, nothing that Satan can do can ever separate 
us from the love of God that is in Christ Jesus our Lord [Romans 8:38-39]. 

+ over the beast – As has been discussed in previous chapters, we are now using the 
term “beast” exclusively to refer to the first of the two beasts (from the sea – earthly 
governments). For more in-depth notes, refer back to the chapter 13 study guide. 
+ and [victorious over] its image – The antichrist (or antechrist) was able to create an 
image that caused all nations to worship the beast. O:en (even today) the faces of rulers 
or respected leaders was imprinted as an image on coins. When this came up in chapter 
13, we discussed how the reliance on coinage (i.e. money) was a strong contender for 
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interpretation in this category, and especially in connection to the “love of money” that 
Paul referred to [1 Timothy 6:10].  
+ and [victorious] over the number of its name – 666 [13:18], or the unholy trinity. Satan 
seeks to satisfy the deepest desires of humanity, but consistently falls short (of God’s 
covenant number 7) 6 + (6 x 10) + (6 x 10 x 10)…three 6s and three 10s. 

- They held harps (given them by God) –  To accompany the beautiful song we are about to 
hear! We saw harps a few times before [5:8 and 14:2; cf. 1 Corinthians 14:7] and in all cases the 
words of the song are never far away. In our worship there is nothing wrong with having 
beautiful music (in fact, it is immensely beneficial), but the point of music must always point to 
the words or the music is lifeless and pointless. 
- and sang the song  

+ of God’s servant Moses – There is a definite Song of Moses in Scripture [Exodus 15] 
that was sung immediately following the Israelite’s crossing the Red Sea, and the 
Egyptian army’s destruction in the same. The song focused on God’s deliverance and on 
the spirit of fear that would precede the Israelites when their enemies heard what God 
did to the Egyptians. 
There’s also a lesser-known Song of Moses very near the end of his life [Deuteronomy 
31:19, 32:1ff] 
+ and of the Lamb – In the liturgy, we have the Agnus Dei (Lamb of God), which we sing 
on communion Sundays. In three short stanzas the song reflects John the Baptist’s 
words that witnessed to Christ [John 1:29, 36] “Lamb of God, you take away the sin of 
the world.” Then each stanza ends with a brief prayer requesting something from God. 
Twice we pray with the tax collector [Luke 18:9-14] “Have mercy on us” and on the last 
stanza we pray that God “grant us peace. Amen.” We know that in the Lord’s Supper 
(which immediately follows the song) we receive that very mercy and peace in Christ’s 
body and blood in, with, and under the bread and wine. 
Both songs focus on the deliverance that God has granted to his people, and so it makes 
sense to see the same in this heavenly Song of Moses and the Lamb. 

- Great and marvelous are your (1) deeds – #1 here’s our recurrence of “great and marvelous” 
which we saw at the beginning of the chapter… #2 watch the second person pronouns (you/
your), there are seven of them that occur in the song…coincidence? I think not. #3 Note the 
threefold address that God receives. Not only does each name point to a different facet of 
God’s goodness, but the threefold terminology also makes God’s action in these deeds 
inescapably clear. #4 understand that those deeds extend from creation (Father) to redemption 
(Son) to sanctification (Holy Spirit) and everything in between…in other words, God’s 
fingerprints are all over everything…and that is both great and marvelous! 

+ LORD – This is the covenant name (יהוה) also known as the Tetragrammaton (Latin for 
“four leTers” …church people are SUPER creative!) that God uses when he defines his 
name [Exodus 20:5-6]. While it is used in a variety of different contexts (judgment, 
mercy, general description, etc) in general this name connects us in some way to one of 
the covenant promises that he made either with the Israelites exclusively or all people. 
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+ God – As names go, you might think of this name as the standard/go-to name for the 
Ruler of the universe. This comes from a Hebrew word that is plural in form, but 
singular in its translation (ֶאֹלִה’ם). This has interesting implications in translation, but the 
main one is that it points to a plurality in God, even though he is one [Deuteronomy 
6:4]. Still more interesting is that this term also applies to false gods (though, context 
makes it clear whether it is the true God or idols…and the vast majority of occurrences 
refer to the true God). In the original song of Moses, he reflected the very same truths 
that no other “god” can even come close to comparing to God, being “like” him [15:11]. 
+ Almighty – Omnipotent, all-powerful, terms that indicate the incomprehensibly 
immense power that our God wields. His might is beyond even what our wildest 
imagination can dream up, and that’s amazing when we look at his creation, terrifying 
when we look at our sins, and comforting when we look at our Savior. 

- Just and true are your (2) ways – Two more aTributes of God: (1) Just – referring to God in a 
courtroom sense, there is no cause to find fault with him in a legal sense. Righteous is a 
synonymous term and points to how God functions in a proper way, no maTer the situation. 
(2) True – God is not able to lie. Neither does God want to lie, nor have any reason to do so. 
That God is Truth, answers Pilate’s question [John 18:38], and gives us immeasurable comfort 
in knowing that his Word is also the Truth. 

+ King of the nations – Kings rule, which means that they must deal with those who 
break their laws accordingly and fairly…and the fact that the ways of this King are just 
and true indicates even further his superiority to all earthly rulers. Some kings are just, 
but they sacrifice mercy to do so, upholding the law above all else. Some kings are true, 
but sacrifice compassion because what is true is true whether you like it or not. The 
remarkable thing about the King is that he doesn’t need to sacrifice one thing for the 
other, he can be all of these things, and he can be them perfectly! 

- Who will not fear you (3) – Fear encompasses both an emotion of terror and a deep-set 
respect. This kind of fear is reminiscent of the interaction between slaves and their masters (see 
below), and points to the unshakeable respect in spite of differences in origins, life situations, 
and positions of power. The way the question is phrased, the expected answer is “No one!” 
because in the layout of this world, everyone is slave to our loving Lord. 

+ Lord – Synonym for “master.” Masters command and masters demand, but masters 
also provide and guide. The Master is in charge of all things, and as we’ve already seen, 
he doesn’t need to give up one trait in exchange for any other…he is able to execute his 
activity as Master of all, with love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, 
faithfulness, gentleness, and self-control [the “fruit of the Spirit” – Galatians 6:22-23] 
because our Lord is Love [1 Corinthians 13]. 

- And bring glory to your (4) name – We pray for this at the conclusion to the Lord’s Prayer, 
and strive to accomplish God’s glory in everything that we do. Glory is an interesting concept 
in that it’s not something that you can take for yourself…it must be given. And God gives us 
every reason to glorify his name (everything he is and does) in everything that we say and do.   
- For you (5) alone are holy – This is really intriguing for a number of different reasons, but 
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mostly because it shows that just as God not only shows love, but is Love…so also he not only 
makes us holy, but is Holiness. God is the only perfect being in existence, so any being that is 
made perfect (angels; saints in heaven; saints on earth) MUST be made perfect by our holy 
God. “Holy” is the same word as the word for “sanctified” and “saint” also. In Old Testament 
terms (using the Septuagint, a Greek translation of the Hebrew) this word was used for the 
“clean” animals that were appropriate sacrifices for use in worship. At its core this word 
means set apart and we saw both the people of Israel (set apart from the nations around them), 
and the priesthood (set apart from the other children of Israel) as types of this concept in God’s 
New Testament Church and the priesthood of all believers [1 Peter 2:9-10]. 
- All nations – God’s sovereignty (if there were still any doubt at this point…) extends over all 
people from every country, every continent, every corner of the globe. No one is exempted, 
because the final Judgment has come, and God is the only one fit to proclaim the verdict. 

+ will come – At the Judgment, God will gather all people together and will separate the 
sheep and the goats (believers and unbelievers) [MaThew 25]. Just as God’s sovereignty 
extends over the whole globe, so all people on the face of this world will come and meet 
together before the Judgment throne of Jesus. 
+ and will worship before you (6) – Though all nations will acknowledge God, there are 
so many whose recognition of his power and majesty is forced, much like the demons’ 
confession of knowing that God is real [James 2:19]. Every knee will bow…every tongue 
will confess [Philippians 2:10-11]…but this is not good news for many. 

- for your (7) righteous acts have been revealed – Not only is this the seventh occurrence of the 
second person pronoun in this section, but this is also a direct reference to God’s plan. He saw 
the problem of our sin, he saw that we were unable to save ourselves…so 1) he sent his Son, 2) 
he fulfilled the Law in our place, 3) he connected us to himself by faith, 4) he planted and 
strengthened that faith through his Word and Sacraments, and 5) he works all things to bring 
his elect home to heaven. These are the righteous acts of God…and they have been revealed! 

The Heavenly Temple 15:5-6 
- A\er this I looked, and I saw – This cue could present some 
issues, but there are ways to understand it without doing any 
bending over backwards. Simply put, the Vision of Visions (4 
of 7 in the book) ends with v.1’s overview of the chapter. 
Beginning with v.2 then, we are now in the Vision of Seven 
Bowls and thus have no difficulty in seeing a new vision start 
up, especially since the verses preceding v.5 were focused on a 
joyful interlude (which we’ve seen several times before [4:1-5:14, 6:9-11, 7:1-17, 8:1-5, 14:1-5]). 
The “a:er” here may seem like an inconsequential detail, but is actually an important 
connector to the previous section [v.2-4] showing a sequence, not in time (i.e. this happened at 
a later time), but in thought (i.e. this thought and vision are directly connected thematically to 
the comfort of the previous vision). 
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- in heaven the temple – This is one of the reasons that understanding these visions 
metaphorically is so important. If that weren’t the case, this verse (and several others in the 
book [11:19; 14:15, 17; 16:17]) would be in direct conflict with 21:22. Now, some people do some 
scriptural gymnastics and say “but that’s the new heaven…the old (current) heaven has a 
temple.” But even they have trouble squaring that with 3:12, since that mentions both the 
temple and the new Jerusalem in the same verse. I find that it’s far easier to see the temple here 
as a symbol for the presence of God, just as it was for the Old Testament worshipers, and just 
as modern churches are now (God is present everywhere, but in a special way where his Word 
is preached and his Sacraments are administered).  

+ the tabernacle of the covenant law – The Tabernacle was the portable house of 
worship that was constructed according to God’s blueprints [Exodus 25:1-27:21] by 
Moses and the Israelites [Exodus 35:30-38:31, 40:1-33], and followed them until Solomon 
finished the temple [2 Chronicles 5:1].  
+ and it was opened – Both the temple and the tabernacle had layers of curtains and 
walls that prevented anyone from entering there. The reason for that is the presence of 
God being too holy for mortal people to withstand. This is further emphasized by the 
various, severe judgments brought about by the pouring of the seven bowls, carried by 
the angels from this place. While it will be a remarkable thing to be in God’s presence in 
eternity, on this side of heaven, that very same presence will surely bring judgment and 
God’s wrath along with it. We have the assurance that through Christ’s blood we can be 
confident to enter into God’s presence [Hebrews 9:11-12], now in prayer and forever in 
person [Job 19:23-27] 

- Out of the temple – Again, synonymous with “from God’s presence” and parallel to the 
beginning of the vision of the seven seals (ch. 4-5) and the seven trumpets (8:1-5). That God is 
the source of our judgment is sometimes an uncomfortable thought, but he is perfectly justified 
in those judgments…it is his right, and we must in humble agreement say: “your kingdom 
come!”  

+ came the seven angels – These are same seven we met in v.1. The number seven—just as 
the reference to the temple—is in connection to God’s covenant activity with his people.  
+ with the seven plagues – We will dig into each of these individually in the coming 
chapter, but again note the seven and notice the repetition throughout (twice more, just 
in the last two verses of the chapter). 

- they were dressed in  
+ clean, shining linen – Holiness, perfection…which wouldn’t seem strange at all, except 
that these angels come bearing judgment and destruction on a scale that we haven’t 
seen yet… 
+ and wore golden sashes around their chests – Gold is the color of victory and 
treasure…which again is difficult to square with the fact that the bowls are also gold. 
God’s justice is o:en difficult to swallow, because our sinful nature doesn’t want to 
admit we’re as bad as we are…but that doesn’t change anything. God’s judgment is 
right and good, even (and especially) when the world begs to differ. 

The Golden Bowls 15:8 
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- Then one of the four living creatures –We met God’s honor 
guard a while back in ch. 4:6-8. These are the closest servants 
of God, and as such are given some of the most honorable and 
important tasks, including (as we see here) equipping their 
fellow servants for doling out the judgments that are about to 
appear on the earth. 
- gave to the seven angels – These are not rogues or mavericks 
going off on their own gumption to fulfil their own thoughts 
about what is best for cleansing the world, but these are 
messengers (the meaning of the word “angel”) who have 
specific orders to carry out. 
+ seven golden bowls – The symbolism here appears to be 

two-fold. First a bowl (1) contains something…this substance can be built up over time, 
but it will remain in the bowl until it is (2) poured out. Both of these images align very 
well with the content of the following chapter, and make the picture of the bowl make 
sense. As mentioned above, the fact that these bowls are gold could be a message to the 
martyrs that their victory is coming through these bowls, or else the great value of 
God’s coming judgment (or perhaps a bit of both).  

* filled with the wrath of God – God is an exceptionally patient being [e.g. 
Genesis 6:3; Exodus 20:5-6], but his wrath will eventually come. The picture here 
is that they are “filled to the brim” with the essence of God’s wrath, like liquid in 
a vessel…right up to the edge, and ready to spill over and pour out. 

^ who lives forever and ever – And in the same breath that John referenced 
God’s powerful, destroying wrath, he now points to the gospel truth that 
he is the life of all the living forever and ever. Jesus own words “because I 
live, you also will live” [John 14:19] echo loud and clear here as well. 

- And the temple was filled – This very same thing happened at the tent of meeting and the 
tabernacle [Exodus 40:34-35], and the temple [1 Kings 8:10-11].  

+ with smoke – Fires produce smoke, and we’ve already seen the cleansing activities of 
fire throughout the book. That there is fire in God’s presence shows his power and 
brightness, but also his massively destructive abilities. That this is also how God 
appeared to his covenant people—as cloud (smoke) and fire—is not a coincidence. 

* from the glory of God – We could spend an entire study on the concept of “the 
glory of the Lord” and, in fact, one of our synod’s founding fathers, August 
Pieper (1866-1942), wrote a 40+ page paper looking at the concept throughout 
Scripture. In a nutshell, when God makes his presence visible to his people it is 
both as a reassurance to them of his power to carry through on his promises and 
a powerful reminder to their enemies of just whom they’re up against. 
* and from his power – No more doubts, no more holding back…now has come 
the judgment of God and it will be carried out by the bowls of his angel servants. 

- And no one could enter the temple – Moses also experienced this same phenomenon when the 
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glory of the LORD rested on the tabernacle [Exodus 40:35] and so did the priests at the temple 
[2 Chronicles 5:14]. As we saw before, this presence is too holy for us to behold and live, so 
God normally protects us from it by hiding or dimming that presence. However, now that 
judgment is coming against the world there is no more need to diminish the full strength of his 
glory. And once the plagues are completed, then we will be in God’s presence [21:3-4, 22-24; 
22:4-5], changed and glorified [1 Corinthians 15:35-58]. 

+ Until the seven plagues of the seven angels were completed – Much as the temple 
curtain [2 Chronicles 3:14; c.f. Exodus 26:31-33, Hebrews 9:11-12 & 10:19-22] remained 
intact until Christ’s redemptive work had been completed [MaThew 27:51; Mark 15:38; 
Luke 23:45b], so also access to God’s true presence is restrained for the duration of the 
plagues of wrath. Which we will now explore in chapter 16… 
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