
 The Book of Revelation – Chapter 17: Christ and the Antichrist (Vision 6 of 7) 

A New Sight, An Old Problem – 17:1-6a 
The Great Prostitute Introduced 17:1-2 
- One of the seven angels who had the seven bowls – Not 
specified which of the seven angels is referenced here, but quite 
honestly, that’s probably none too important. If you are still 
interested in the discussion, one possibility is that with the 
reference to “…who sits on many waters” this could be the 
same angel from the previous chapter [16:5-6], but it would be 
slightly strange not to use the same name in such close 
proximity. 
- Come, I will show you – With the possible exception of Jesus’ 
words in 16:15, this is the first time that John has been directly 
approached in his visions since the command to “Write this” 
back in 14:13. It’s not unusual to go for long periods of 
prophetic vision without the prophet himself being referenced (if it happens at all).  

+ the punishment of the great prostitute – A prostitute is one who sells her body for 
monetary gain. The fact that this is the “great” prostitute, indicates that she is the most 
(in)famous and prominent of the flesh dealers on earth…she holds a symbolic position 
of power, though that position is built on lies and deception, as can be seen from... 

* who sits by many waters – As we saw before [8:10-11, 16:4] when John is 
talking about springs of water, he is referring to the spread of many false 
teachings throughout the world. There is only one Truth [John 14:16]. Since she is 
siYing by these many waters, you might say that she sits “on a throne of lies” and 
not be too far off. Her power comes from her ability to deceive, just like the 
woman Folly in the book of Proverbs, she tricks people into believing her lies, 
and that is how they fall under her influence and power.  

- with her…[they] commiCed adultery – As might be expected of a prostitute, her trap is her 
body, and she knows how to use it to pull those of power into her grasp. Today we can see her 
power prevalent in pornography and infidelity. The pleasures of the flesh are a strong 
temptation, and there’s a reason God speaks against it so o`en in Scripture.  

+ the kings of the earth – The influence of the great prostitute reaches far and wide, even 
including those who hold the most external power and influence of their own. She 
seduces them with her temptations and disarms them, taking their kingdoms for herself 
and ruling in their place. 

- and the inhabitants of the earth – As we have seen before, this is a technical term for 
unbelievers, and here is no exception. Another way to put it would be “small and great” as we 
saw in 13:16 in reference to the ones who received the mark of the beast.  

+ were intoxicated with the wine of her adulteries – Just as wine removes inhibitions 
and influences us negatively, so also the addiction of adultery removes defenses and 
incapacitates its victims. 
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The Woman on the Beast 17:3-6a 
 - Then the angel carried me away…into a wilderness – 
We saw another woman in a wilderness, back in 12:6, 
13-16. What’s interesting here is that the whole 
situation we had seen in chapter 12 seems to be turned 
on its head. Yes, the beast is helping the woman, but 
this woman is no longer Christ’s bride, the Church. She 
is instead in control of the Beast from the Sea [13:1-10], 
siYing atop him in the position of power. This mimicry 
is a mockery of the Church, and is a poor imitation, 
meant to trick the absent-minded and ignorant into 

believing that they are the same person…Do not be deceived, God cannot be mocked 
[Galatians 6:7], and this imitation will not stand the test of God’s Word. 
Becker also brings up the point that many times in the Old Testament [Isaiah 1:21, Jeremiah 
2:2, 20, Ezekiel 16 and 23…just to name a few], the unfaithful nation is referred to as an 
unfaithful wife, which would fit here, especially given the allusion to the wilderness 
wandering which was brought about by an act of unfaithful idolatry [Exodus 32]. 

The apostate church is a “great harlot who sits upon many waters.”…One might be 
inclined to expect that if the church became apostate she would lose her supporters. The 
Savior had commanded his followers to beware of false prophets [MaYhew 7:15], and 
the apostles urged Christians to have no fellowship with those who are not faithful to 
the gospel [Romans 16:17, 2 John 10, 2 Corinthians 6:14-18]. Already the Old Testament 
prophets had warned against false teachers [Deuteronomy 13:1ff, Jeremiah 23:9-32]…
this reference to the “many waters” on which the woman sits is a reminder that the 
apostate church may greatly outnumber the “liYle flock” to which the heavenly Father 
is pleased to give the kingdom [Luke 12:32]…the very assertion [that a church is 
universal] may be an indication that we are confronted by a manifestation of this harlot 
who sits on many waters and exercises authority over multitudes of nations. The world 
will love a church which proclaims doctrines that conform to the conclusions of human 
reason [John 15:19].  Since religions of work righteousness are most acceptable to 
human reason, we can expect them to have catholic, or universal, appeal. –Becker, 258  

+ in the Spirit – As with other visions in the book, John sometimes includes this 
reminder to keep us focused on the message, not on the pictures themselves. The book 
of Revelation is one of imagery and symbolism, much of which is lost if we take the 
book literalistically and start looking for the things described, rather than recognizing 
the concepts they represent. 

- I saw a woman – Personally, I don’t put much stock into those who find this to be a 
derogatory term. As I mentioned above, the main point of comparison here is with the other 
woman in the wilderness [12:6, 13-16], who is Christ’s bride, the Church. It’s important to 
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realize that in the book of Proverbs both Folly AND Wisdom are depicted as women, so to 
notice one detail and ignore the other is poor interpretation at best and intentional obscuring 
at worst.  

+ siCing on a scarlet beast – Neither of the beasts we met in chapter 13 were described 
with a particular color (though the dragon in chapter 12 was called “red”). But the word 
translated as “scarlet” here is a different word for red. This is the word that will be used 
to describe the woman’s clothes [v.4b], and later will show some of the lavish wealth 
and luxury of Babylon that will be destroyed [18:12, 16]. Additionally, this is the color of 
the robe in which the soldiers robed Jesus [MaYhew 27:28], which would indicate that 
there is some connection with “royalty” or at least mock-royalty.  
So, similar to the notes mentioned in connection to the “red” dragon as well as what we 
saw with the rider on the red horse [6:3-4] the color red is one that evokes thoughts of 
violence and power. Red is the color of blood and the symbol for war in the book. 
Scarlet invokes similar thoughts. These could also be reminiscent of the blood of the 
saints which she imbibes from her cup filled with detestable things [v.6]. 

* covered with blasphemous names – The beast takes many forms, is known by 
many names, and commits many crimes in his own, God-hating name. The 
advancement of this beast serves the purpose of blaspheming God. Blasphemy is 
claiming God’s place/power (sound like the antichrist, anyone?) and is the reason 
that the Jewish leaders had Jesus crucified [MaYhew 26:65, Mark 14:63]. What an 
irony that the Son of God is put to death for claiming what he is, while this beast 
is lauded for the very sin that the true Christ bore to Calvary’s cross…only 
because he had spoken the Truth about being God’s Son! 
* and had seven heads and ten horns – The dragon had seven heads and ten 
horns (as well as seven crowns) [12:3], but the beast from the sea had ten horns 
and seven heads (with ten crowns on his horns). Neither is a perfect match to 
what we have here, due to the lack of crowns, but though this beast carries 
characteristics of both the dragon and the beast, he is more closely connected to 
the beast from the sea (earthly governments). 

+ dressed in purple and scarlet – Purple is the color of royalty. One of the most 
expensive things in the ancient world was the color purple: to extract the dye required 
intense, monotonous, physical labor and thousands of the tiny, snail-like shellfish that 
each yielded a few drops of the dye. Because of this, those who sold it became quite 
wealthy [like Lydia – Acts 16], and only those who were in positions of prestige and 
wealth could even consider the pricey shade.  
So the woman is clothed in both the color of royalty (purple), and the color of the beast 
she controls (scarlet) showing that they are in league, but she is in control, reaping the 
wealth and benefits of this odd union.  
+ and was gliCering with 

* gold – As the sashes of the angels and the bowls they carried, gold is a sign of 
wealth and purity. The woman feigns purity here, but her purpose is mostly to 
show off the lavish results of her wiles…the wealth she has accumulated, the 
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treasures she has amassed for herself. LiYle does she know that nothing can 
purchase her save the very cup she squanders…[1 Peter 1:17-19]. 
* precious stones – The throne of God [4:3, 21:11], the walls [21:18], and the 
foundations of his city are paved with these stones [21:19-20]. She has received 
an earthly reward for her deeds [MaYhew 6:2, 5, 16, 19], but God’s saints will 
receive their reward in heavenly glory [MaYhew 6:20-21]! 
* and pearls – Interestingly enough, this was the object of one of Jesus parables 
that speaks about the kingdom of God [MaYhew 13:45-46]. This man was an 
expert in pearls and though he had many of his own (even described as “fine 
pearls”) when he found the one, he sold all the others. She has missed that one in 
the person of Jesus…and in so doing has missed her hope of salvation. 

+ she held a golden cup in her hand – Another sign of wealth, and interesting when 
juxtaposed with the seven golden bowls of God’s wrath. She continues to consume that 
which is the source of her destruction, greedily gulping down its wine…though it 
comes to her as a result of her own sinfulness… 

* filled with abominable things – One of those abominations is the twisting of 
Scripture for monetary gain. Both Old [Proverbs 15:27, 28:25, Amos 6:1-6, 
Malachi 3:6ff] and New Testament [1 Corinthians 5:10-11, 6:10, Ephesians 5:5, 1 
Timothy 3:8, 6:5, Titus 1:7] writers speak against the dangers of greed, especially 
for God’s servants, and those entrusted with his Word. Yet the wealth in the hand 
and adorning the body of the woman show how she has forsaken the true wealth 
of the Word in exchange for the temporal and fading wealth of the world. 
* and the filth of her adulteries –  

The temptations of wealth and worldly prestige have had such debilitating effects on 
the visible church that some orthodox scholars have suggested that this vision of the 
harlot Babylon represents the cares, the riches, and the pleasures of this world which 
o`en lead Christians astray [MaYhew 13:22, Luke 8:14]…It views the desire for wealth 
and prestige as a cause for the church’s apostasy rather than as a part of her defection 
from the purity of biblical doctrine. 
The result is that instead of offering the world the treasures of the gospel in earthen 
vessels [2 Corinthians 4:7] the church holds out to the world a golden cup filled “with 
abominations and the filth of her fornication” [v.4]. 

+ the name wriCen on her forehead – In contrast to the many names on the beast, she 
has but a single name on her forehead, though that name itself is quite complex: 

* Babylon the Great – The “greatness” of Babylon is preYy versatile, but morality 
is not one of them. That fact, in and of itself, is one of the world’s reasons for 
praising Babylon…it is great in its tolerance, great in acceptance, great in its 
promotion of all things sinful. The city is also great in size, extending far beyond 
the physical borders of the city that once lay situated between the Tigris and 
Euprates rivers, now reaching over every continent and nation on earth.  
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* The Mother of Prostitutes – Another example of her “greatness” is that she 
spawns all kinds of followers who spread the deceptive untruths and overt lies. 
The pleasure of her company leads many to devote themselves to her 
wholeheartedly. She is pictured as a woman (just like the Church, 12:1-2, 4-6, 
13-17), but she “prostitutes” the message for gain. Becker says,  

Instead of nourishing men with the wine and milk of the gospel, which is to be offered 
to men “without money and without price” [Isaiah 55:1], the church has prostituted her 
message for gain and makes men drunk with the wine of her fornications [v.2]. The 
wine in the cup is the false doctrine by which she leads men away from the truth of 
salvation by faith alone and grace alone. In our time we see that spiritual fornication not 
only in the Church of Rome, but also in much of modern Protestantism. -Becker, 261.  

* and of The Abominations of the Earth – The word “abominations” was a word 
o`en used in the Old Testament to denote idols and idol worship [Exodus 8:26, 
Leviticus 18:26-29, 1 Kings 11:7, 2 Kings 21:11, 2 Chronicles 36:14, Ezekiel 8-9, 
Daniel 12:11…just to name a few]. God reveals himself through his Word, and so 
when we begin to fall away from the words and teachings of Scripture, we dri` 
from the true God and instead follow the idols of our own minds and hearts. The 
real church is the mother of all Christians [see Galatians 4:26]. The outwardly 
wealthy and powerful, but inwardly (and spiritually) bankrupt church is the very 
opposite.  

- I saw that the woman was drunk – Out of control. The woman indulges herself beyond the 
point of being able to stop herself anymore. Sin gives birth to more sin [James 1:15]. The 
gloating aYitude of the woman over the antiquated and defeated people of the true God shows 
even further her depravity and wickedness. 

+ with the blood of God’s holy people – As we saw in the vision of the Two Witnesses, 
the world rejoices at the defeat of the Truth and especially at the death of his servants 
[11:7-10]. The fact that this world wants what is contrary to God’s Word should make us 
sad, but it shouldn’t be at all surprising. She—the apostate church—drinks the blood of 
God’s holy people in a mock-communion that boasts her earthly victories, but also seals 
her in judgment.  
+ the blood of those who bore testimony to Jesus – Synonymous with the previous 
phrase, we see again that those who speak the Truth of God’s Word should expect to be 
rejected by those who spread the lies and deceptions of worldly wisdom and 
(potentially) even executed by the same. God’s people in the seven churches were 
certainly seeing the truth of these visions coming to pass, but God’s assurance of their 
victory has been shown before and will be made clearer still in the coming chapters. 

Angelic Explanations – 17:6b-18 
The Beast and the Inhabitants of the Earth 17:6b-8 
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- When I saw her, I was greatly astonished – 
Perhaps this is John’s optimism showing forth or 
perhaps this is just the naivety of a Christian 
hoping for the repentance of the nations. In either 
case, John’s astonishment is short-lived as God’s 
servant comes to explain. We can be le` in shock at 
God’s words and actions as well, that is why he 
continues to provide servants of that Word who 
explain and teach his truths to us.  
- Why are you astonished? – Rhetorical question, 
meant to direct John’s aYention toward the specific 
problem that the angel’s words would now address. 
- I will explain  

+ the mystery of the woman – [v.18, and chapter 18] 
+ and of the beast she rides – [v.8-14] 

* which has the seven heads and ten horns – [v.9-11 and 12-14, respectively] 
* once was, now is not, and yet will come – [v.11] 

^ up out of the Abyss – Just as we saw from the hordes of hell rising to 
spread falsehood and pain a`er the sounding of the fi`h trumpet [9:2-3], 
so now we see this beast rising from the smoky, sulfurous fires beneath. 
^ and go to its destruction – Similarly again we see this beast facing the 
same result as the armies of darkness that accompany him.  

+ The inhabitants of the earth – As we have seen in previous chapters, this is a technical 
term for unbelievers [6:10, 11:10, and 13:8, 12]. That definition is made clear from what 
follows, but what is intriguing here is that these inhabitants are somewhat surprised 
when they reach some realizations about their idol, the prostitute. 

* whose names have not been wriCen in the book of life – Though the majority of 
references to this book are here in Revelation—the image of heaven as a book of 
life has shown up in the book several times [3:5 and 13:8] and will show up quite 
a few more times [20:12, 15, 21:27, 22:19]—really finds its origins in the Psalms 
[Psalm 56:8, 69:28, 139:16] and Paul makes mention of it as well [Philippians 4:3] 

^ from the creation of the world – Here we need to be careful, since God 
wants all to be saved [1 Timothy 2:4], it would be wrong to say that he 
predestines people to damnation. But this phrase means that these are not 
among those whom God has predestined to salvation…though logic 
would say “They must be predestined to hell,” we must hold our reason 
in check to the words of Scripture. 

* will be astonished when they see the beast – What?! I thought that these were 
the enlightened few who understood everything…how could anything be 
astonishing to them? The truth turns out NOT to be what they thought… 

^ because it once was, now is not, and yet will come – There’s lots to say 
here, but I’m going to default back to Becker on this one: 
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This is evidently an important feature of this vision, but it is at the same time rather 
mysterious. The paYern followed here seems to be a caricature echoing the description 
of God found earlier in the book. In three passages God was described as “the one who 
is and who was and who is to come” [1:4, 8, and 4:8] and in two additional passages as 
“the one who is and who was” [11:17 and 16:5]…we have already pointed out that in 
this description of God there is undoubtedly an allusion to the name which God gave 
himself at the burning bush, namely, “I AM,” which is closely related to the name 
Jehovah or Yahweh, that is “HE IS.”…The beast seeks to rival God. The apostle Paul, in 
speaking of the great Antichrist to the Thessalonians [2 Thessalonians 2:4], said that he 
sits in the temple of God and claims to be God…Everywhere in Revelation, except in 
connection with this beast, the number seven always has some connection with God 
and his covenant with men. The beast arrogates the divine number to himself and thus 
claims to divinity. –Becker, 263-64  

The Beast’s Seven Heads 17:9-11 
 - This calls for a mind with wisdom – Translators persist in 
adding the understanding of “calls for” here as in some other 
places [13:10, 18 and 14:12]. I don’t see any problem with just 
saying what the Greek says: “Here is the mind having wisdom.” 
A person who is truly wise (in God’s way, not the way of the 
world) will recognize our true enemies for what they truly are. 
- The seven heads are seven hills – This is a clear reference to 

Rome which was famously built on seven hills. That this beast is pictured as Rome has some 
preYy powerful implications for who/what this beast is. At the time that John wrote this, Rome 
was the center of earthly power, being the capital of the mightiest nation on earth. This 
meaning will be further emphasized in the second image in the next verses. 

- on which the woman sits – The false church is working in conjunction with (and, in 
some ways, in control of) the beast of earthly government. This detail will also be 
helpful later in the chapter (v.15) where she is “siYing on” something else (in that case, 
the world) and though she rules over them, they grow indignant and rise up against 
her! Her control is extensive, but neither complete (not everyone) nor permanent. 

- They are also seven kings –This further shows the political connection of the beast. This 
vision, unlike some of the others has a detail that shows past fulfillment, with which we can 
point to some specifics where we generally would have defaulted to broad statements. Though 
many have aYempted to make these kings fit into some other molds, like square pegs in round 
holes they just didn’t fit. Here I’d like to propose what I see as the most likely fulfillment of 
these kings, using both history and Scripture as witnesses to back up my claims: 

+ Five have fallen – As you see in the chart to the right, five previous kingdoms stood in 
strong opposition to God’s people (though I would switch the order of Medo-Persia and 
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Babylon). Much like the mythological 
hydra, when one head is removed, 
another quickly takes its place. The first 
was the kingdom of Egypt, who held 
God’s people in captivity for 420 years. 
Next came the Assyrian empire, which 
took the northern ten tribes into 
captivity around the year 720 BC. 
Following them was the Babylonian 
kingdom which took the southern 
kingdom of Judah into captivity in 586 
BC. They were subsequently taken over 
by the Medes and Persians under 
Cyrus. The short-lived Maccabean empire of the Jewish people was then conquered by 
the Alexander and the Greeks, who were then defeated by kingdom #6. 
+ one is – This sixth king(dom) is the Roman Empire. At the time of John writing 
Revelation, the Roman empire was alive and well. They would continue to be the main 
power in the world for another 5 centuries a`erward. Whether there is extra 
significance in the fact that this kingdom is #6 is doubtful, but not impossible. 
+ the other has not yet come – Now here I disagree with the person who put this graph 
together…I don’t believe the seventh king is the Roman Catholic Church or the Holy 
Roman Empire…both of which have survived for much longer than the “liYle while” 
that the seventh king remains for. That said, I’m not sure that I have a beYer example, 
because as soon as we step past John’s time, we are no longer in the realm of the 
established and known, but of speculation and guessing…and I, for one, prefer not to 
turn God’s Word into guesswork, and leave it in his hands instead. 

* but when he does come – Again, we have no marker of time or any other 
indication of who this might be other than the following detail about how long 
this head lasts. Determining who this head stands for is not terribly important, 
however, because the eighth king, the beast himself, is our focus going forward.  
* he must remain for only a liCle while – The only hint to the identity of this 
head…perhaps even simply even offering a transition into the next point… 

- The beast…is an eighth king – Now not only are his heads mentioned, but the beast himself 
is another secular ruler, whom we already identified in the vision of visions as the beast from 
the sea [13:2-8]. 

+ who once was, now is not – We saw that one of the heads on the beast from the sea 
had received a fatal wound [13:3], which we mentioned there refers to times of 
temporary relief from secular opposition. This seems to be inconsistent with the time 
period that John was living in, with the emperor Domitian ushering in one of the 
harshest periods of Christian persecution in history…the best explanation I can think of 
is that John is remaining consistent with his illustration, in that the beast in his role as a 
king is not currently ruling, but was around in the past (before the other six, and in the 
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same vein as the other six [see below]) and will be coming as an eighth king at an 
undetermined time in the future.  
+ He belongs to the seven – All of the other ungodly leaders showed elements of the 
beast in their ruling activity. The fact that he “belongs” to them, is a bit of an over-
translation (again). A beYer sense is that the beast is “of the seven,” indicating that they 
all belong in the same group. “Belong” isn’t necessarily wrong and does not mean that 
they possess him, but rather that they are all linked, much in the same way that you 
might belong to a club. 
+ and is going to his destruction – Right in the midst of describing the formidable foes 
against which God’s church stood, John includes a detail that wraps a nice bow around 
the fate of this beast…he is facing his destruction, his demise is certain because it has 
already happened on Mount Calvary. The fight is futile, but that won’t prevent the beast 
from aYempting his coup. Christians need not fear, for our God will protect and 
preserve us through all the storms of life, no maYer how severe or deadly they appear. 

The Beast’s Ten Horns 17:12-14 
- The tens horns you saw – John offers a 
slightly different approach in the horns, or 
sources of power, of the beast. Just as the 
seven heads marked different eras and 
kingdoms, so each of these mark a different, 
future kingdom whose reign would bring 
opposition to Christ and his people. That 
there are ten of them indicates that this is the 

complete number of those who remain in the future. Again, many have tried to pinpoint just 
which kings and kingdoms John is talking about here, but when it comes to future events (in 
John’s perspective), as I mentioned above, I believe that it’s simplest and most accurate to leave 
the specifics in God’s hands. That said, he does give us a few details… 

+ are ten kings who have not yet received a kingdom – Again, the future nature of this 
prevents us from determining “who” these ten kings are with any degree of certainty. A 
beYer approach by far is to see these “10 kings for 10 hours” as the coming persecution 
that the Church could expect to face…and that it is complete in both the number of 
kings, and the time that they are allowed to reign. 

* who for one hour will receive authority as kings – As we have seen, time terms 
are not meant to indicate literal times, but show parts of a whole, in this case 10 
even parts…offering one complete whole. 
* along with the beast – Again, since he himself is a king, their position as such 
puts them parallel to him (though note what they do with their rule…) 

+ They have one purpose – Here is another reason for my hesitance in naming any 
specific despots to the position of “horn of the beast”…how many different dictators 
can you name that were searching for the same goal?! It’s rare even when differing 
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rulers can agree on a point or two, much less ONLY to have one purpose and for ALL to 
have the same purpose…beYer to see this as broad symbolism pointing to the anti-God 
search for power that rulers are all-too-prone to fall into. A`er all, according to Sir John 
Acton, “Absolute power corrupts absolutely.” 
+ and will give their power and authority to the beast – Their purpose (though they 
probably don’t even realize it) is to be tools of the beast in his war against the Lamb. In 
that regard, everything that they do is in his service and working toward his ends. This 
further emphasizes the reason that we don’t want to see these as 10 specific and literal 
rulers, but as parts of the complete whole, serving the beast and his goal. 
+ They will wage war against the Lamb – …or at least they will try. We saw it in the 
baYle between the dragon and the angels…we saw it at the Euphrates…we saw it at Mt. 
Megiddo…time and time again Satan aYempts to bring his opposition against God and 
his people. But… 

- but the Lamb will triumph over them – Not even as a question. Even without having a 
number of other specifics that—humanly speaking—we might want to have, John simply 
states the fact that they will lose and the Lamb will be triumphant. 

+ because he is Lord of lords and King of kings – Both of these titles were granted to the 
Lamb-who-was-slain at the time that he was slain on our behalf. The fact that Jesus is 
these things and already holds these titles now proves the future assurance that he will 
not fail, but will be triumphant without question. 
+ and with him will be his…followers – You might call these followers “disciples.” The 
following three adjectives further describe those followers:  

* called – In contrast to the non-predestination of those whose names are not 
wriYen in the book of life [v.8]. God has our names wriYen in his Book of Life 
from all eternity [Ephesians 1:4-8, 2 Timothy 1:9, Romans 11:2, 2 Thessalonians 
2:13, and Jeremiah 1:5], but he calls us in time, using his Word and Baptism as his 
Means of Grace to do so [Ephesians 2:8-9]. 
* chosen – Jesus speaks about this especially in the passive voice, “I am not 
referring to all of you; I know those whom I have chosen” [John 13:18], “You did 
not choose me, but I chose you” [John 15:16] and “I have chosen you out of the 
world” [John 15:19]. That we are chosen means that it was no accident of God 
that we ended up where, when, and who we are, but it’s all according to what he 
wants [Ephesians 4:11, Romans 8:28ff]. God does not separate his choice in 
eternity from his action in time (as Jesus illustrated in the parable of the wedding 
banquet [MaYhew 22:2-14]) 
* and faithful – Becker points out that a beYer translation of the Greek word here 
would be “believing,” since the focus here is more on the fact that we are 
believers in Christ, rather than the strength or faithfulness of that faith. 

The Multitudes Rebel at God’s Command 17:15-18 
 - The waters you saw…are – This goes all the way back to v.1, where we saw that the woman 
was seated “on many waters” (see notes above). 
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+ where the prostitute sits – This is either an indication 
that she is no longer on the beast (seems likely with what 
is about to come in the following verses), or that where 
she sits is just an indication of where her influence 
extends. In either case, we’re about to see a shi` against 
her from both those groups, showing once again just 
how temporary and tenuous her hold has always been. 
+ peoples, multitudes, nations, and languages – As we 
have seen before with similar terms, when these four 
appear as a group it is an indication that the scope of 
what was said covers the whole world. That means not only that her influence spreads 
over the whole earth, but that the opposition against her will also arise from that same 
pool of people. What goes around comes around…or so they say. 

- The beast and the ten horns you saw – See the notes above for more details on the beast or 
specifics about the horns. Interesting by its absence, though, is the seven heads…why not 
mention them? Perhaps because by this time they are no longer in existence…again, five of the 
king-heads were already gone by the time John wrote this, so perhaps by the time of the end 
and their turning on the prostitute, only the horns are le`…perhaps. 

+ will hate the prostitute – Why the sudden change of heart? Becker indicates a likely 
explanation:  

The angel’s words remind us of God’s words to the city of Jerusalem in Ezekiel 16. There 
Jerusalem is accused of having commiYed fornication with the Egyptians, the Assyrians 
and the Babylonians. God threatens the city on that account. He says through Ezekiel, “I 
will hand you over to your lovers…They will…leave you naked and bare” [Ezekiel 
16:39]. The fate decreed through Ezekiel for apostate Israel is the fate decreed through 
John for the apostate New Testament church. –Becker, 267 

+ They will bring her to ruin – The word used for “ruin” here is not used too many 
times in the New Testament, but there are two more in the next chapter [18:17, 19]. The 
only other place where this word is employed is Jesus’ words in connection to “a 
kingdom divided against itself” [MaYhew 12:25, Luke 11:17] …coincidence? I think 
not…  

* and leave her naked – Once again, likely a reference to Ezekiel 16:39. Also 
somewhat of an irony, since her role as a prostitute would require her to expose 
herself shamefully…yet here she truly understands the shame of her role in 
rejecting her husband God in exchange for the monetary gains and soul-
destroying losses. 

+ They will eat her flesh – Perhaps this is “payback” for her drinking the blood of the 
saints…perhaps this is another “twisted sacrament”…no maYer what, the surface 
meaning is clear: She will be tormented, and that is further accentuated by… 

* and burn her with fire – This would have been extra striking for the members of 
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those seven churches…some of their fellow believers in Rome had been used by 
Emperor Domitian as human candles, slowing searing their flesh in agonizing 
pain. The unfaithful church also experiences a similar pain at the hands of the 
world around her, though for completely different reasons. 

- For God has put it into their hearts – Those who are wicked can fight against him all they 
want (and in fact that is what we all do by nature), but in the end God is ultimately in control 
no maYer the outward semblance of opposition presented against him. 

+ to accomplish his purpose – They don’t intend to serve the Lord…we’ve already seen 
that their whole heart has been poured into the service of the beast, but nevertheless 
they are unable to thwart God’s plans. God uses all things, good and bad, to bring about 
his purposes and to fulfill his promises [Romans 8:28]. 
+ by agreeing to hand over to the beast their royal authority – As we’ve noticed time 
and again, the beast is now the ruling authority for these earthly kings…They think that 
by doing so they are serving the ultimate insult and defiance to Almighty God…but he’s 
in heaven laughing at the pitiful aYempts of humans to rebel [Psalm 2:4-5]. 

* until God’s words are fulfilled – When will that be? Well to understand that we 
need to understand what’s about to happen…to do that, we need to see more 
fully what just happened in a very brief exposition…and to do that we need to 
understand who the woman is, when this revolt takes place, and what the result 
is (which, coincidentally, is what chapter 18 is all about!) 

- The woman you saw is the great city – She = Babylon = opposition to God 
+ that rules over the kings of the earth – This is why she sits on many waters, sits upon 
the beast, and why (at least for a time) the nations obeyed her and followed her…her 
ways are the ways of the world, so it makes sense for them to follow her…however, as 
soon as people begin to understand that following this antichrist will not work even for 
their earthly benefit, suddenly even their flimsy fealty faltered and failed…In this 
chapter we saw Babylon the Great’s brief rise…in the next, we see its fall.  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