
 The Book of Revelation – Chapter 18: Fallen, Fallen is Babylon the Great! (Vision 6 of 7) 

Another Angel, Another Message – 18:1-3  
The Angel’s Authority 18:1 
- A1er this – Following the angel’s explanation to John, 
we now see the predicted fall vividly portrayed in the 
longest song of the book. The language is picturesque 
and draws on many themes that we have seen 
throughout Revelation. 
- I saw another angel – In addition to the angels that we 
saw in chapter 16 (which was at least two), and the one 
introduced at the beginning of ch. 17—explaining the 
visions that had happened and what was about to come—now we have more angels, starting 
with the one who sings the first stanza of judgment. 

+ coming down from heaven – As has become our paOern, the angels begin in heaven 
and come down to earth, this is both to show where their authority comes from 
(namely, God himself), and to show the direction of the judgment. This is important, 
because some of the judgments that are to come could potentially be misconstrued as 
coming from Satan, but make no mistake. The just judgments we are about to witness 
are from the hand of Almighty God. 
+ He had great authority – MaOhew 28:18 makes clear that whether directly or 
indirectly, this angel receives his authority from Christ. When Christ returns as King 
over all the earth, this will be the result, but an interesting additional detail is that in 
part—glimpses every now and then—where God does show that ruling activity that is 
normally hidden from our view. 
+ the earth was illuminated by his splendor – As with any holy being, the radiant light 
that shines from them is a glorious sight, but what’s interesting is that either from sheer 
size or brilliance, the light of this angel extends over the earth! That might lead us to 
think that this angel is someone more important than we at first thought, but there’s no 
reason to see this messenger as anything more than a servant of God. 

Message #1 18:2-3 
- With a mighty voice he shouted – The news is important and 
must be heard “from sea to shining sea” as it were. This is the 
announcement of what can be seen happening all around the 
world, but the more important aspect of this proclamation is the 
reason that this worldwide decimation is happening. As we 
referenced in v.1 and the previous chapter, this is God’s judgment 
against the worldly ways that once seemed so prosperous, but are 
now reaping their true rewards. 
- Fallen! Fallen – Repetition is used for emphasis, and in this case 

the message is clear. As we saw with good king Uzziah, the aphorism “the bigger they are, the 
harder they fall” is also true in the Bible. Nowhere is that more evident than in the defeat of 
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Babylon the Great. 
+ is Babylon the Great! – We were first introduced to her briefly in the vision of the 
Trumpets, and her role was fleshed out more in ch. 17. Now that her fall has come, we 
see what her role in the world had been in its clearest form. From kings to merchants to 
travelers and more, her influence has spread the world around. 

- She has become – This is an intriguing detail because it shows a change…Babylon the great was not 
always these things, but she became them…what follows is a twist on Hebrew poetry with repetition, 
expansion and contrast being the key themes. 

+ a dwelling for demons – That demons actually live inside of Babylon the Great is a 
telling tale. Not only is she a place where demonic activity is common, but it actually 
feels at home in this environment of self-serving and self-advancement. Misery likes 
company and the demons know where Babylon is headed… 
+ a haunt for … – A “haunt” comes from an old English word that meant “home” and 
by transference came to mean “to frequent ocen” (hence our understanding of a 
haunted house being a place frequented by paranormal activity). This is a place that is 
visited ocen by those groups that are to follow: 

* every impure spirit – The concept of cleanliness and purity as contrasting 
pictures of sin and holiness occur ocen in Scripture. From the priestly robes and 
ritual cleansing activities in Exodus and Leviticus, the Pharisaic washings that 
came up in the Intertestamental period, to baptism and the blood of Jesus, 
“washing” offers powerful imagery…that is contrasted here. These spirits are 
anything but “pure” and want to spread their corruption to others as well. 
* every unclean bird –  The next two seem to tie in to the ceremonial cleanliness 
regulations offered by God in Leviticus 11 [for birds vv.13-19]. The connection 
between most of these birds seems to be their tendencies to scavenge for carrion 
as their food. That they are swarming here in such complete numbers indicates 
the death that is looming for Babylon. 
* every unclean and detestable animal – The rest of chapter 11 describes the other 
characteristics that made animals unclean, and therefore unfit for use in temple 
sacrifices. That they were also to be detested and avoided seems to point to the 
dangerous nature of many of those creatures. So to summarize: this is a place for 
demons, for the dead, for the unholy, and the dangerous. 

- For all the nations – This will be reflected further in later stanzas of the song, but it begins 
with Babylon convincing the nations to stay in this place (which at the time was not so 
terrifying, but was no less dangerous). She convinced the nations …all of them…to join in her 
adulterous activities, aOracted by pleasure, trapped by addiction, dedicated to destruction.  

+ have drunk the maddening wine – The addictive elements of wine are here combined 
with its loosening of inhibitions, which creates a truly deadly combination.  

* of her adulteries – The unfaithfulness of Christ’s bride spreads to the 
governments throughout the world. Just as the Old Testament nation of Israel 
was continually unfaithful to our gracious God, so at the end even the earthly 
church seeks other lovers and finds them…to her own destruction. 
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^ The kings of the earth – “As the head, so the body…” describes the 
profound effect that leadership has on its followers. That’s not to say that 
followers can’t go their own way, but in general they will follow the 
general population, who in turn generally follow the leader.  

# commiEed adultery with her – Again pointing to the picture of 
the unfaithful spouse, but here the focus is less on the religious 
impurities, and more on the financial gains…which again are the 
focus of the rest of this chapter. 

^ and the merchants of the earth – A new category that will be one of the 
main focuses for the chapter. These are the ones who have profiteered off 
of Babylon’s power and wickedness, they too will reap their just reward, 
but not until witnessing the source of their income dry up and disappear. 

# grew rich from her excessive luxuries – This is going to be the key 
point of conviction for those merchants…their gain was built on the 
backs of idolatry and wickedness. They share in the punishment in 
the same way both the dealer and buyer of drugs are prosecuted 
and convicted. 

Another Voice, Another Message – 18:4-8 
The Call to Revolution: The Reason 18:4-5  
- Then I heard another voice – Another angel shows 
up (honestly, I’ve lost count of how many voices and 
angels we’ve seen so far) this time calling out to a 
very specific group of people. 

+ from heaven – God personally brings about 
the rescue of his elect…acer this, there will be 
no more believers, we are coming to the very 
end. Now as the way of the world is destroyed, 
so is the world itself…Judgment has come! 

- Come out of her – Indicating that even at this point, 
where Babylon had just been at its zenith of power and is now crumbled…there are still 
believers, but not for long.  

+ My people – God knows his own, and even in this dire time he still preserves them 
through the trying days that came under the celebrated prosperity of Babylon in the 
world (Remember the Two Witnesses?) 
+ so that you will not – This is the ultimate fulfillment of the petition “deliver us from 
evil”…God does in certain cases remove evil from among us, and at the Last Day, God 
will remove even us from the world to accomplish that deliverance.  

* share in her sins – Both the cause, her sinful “wine of adulteries”… 
* receive any of her plagues – and the cup of wrath from which she drinks, are 
removed from us, the last one of which is the fires of hell. 
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+ for her sins are piled up – Think tower of Babel [Genesis 11:1-9]…The irony is that the 
goal of reaching to heaven is in a certain sense achieved…by the incalculable pileup of 
sinfulness and rebellion that Babylon has stored up.  

* to heaven – To the place from which the judgment proceeds…the sinful goal of 
being “like God” [Genesis 3:4-6] with which humankind has struggled since the 
Garden of Eden, now is achieved, but only in the sense of the unimaginable 
height of our compiled sins. What’s most depressing about this fact is that every 
one of those sins that makes up that massive pile is one for which Jesus shed his 
precious blood…it is forgiven! …but it is also retained, rejecting that forgiveness. 

+ and God has remembered her crimes – Which is a horrifying thought in and of itself… 
This sounds like a revocation of Isaiah 43:25, Hebrews 8:12 and 10:17, but in reality is 
just the state that we all would be in, were it not for the faith that receives Christ’s 
forgiveness. We have the awful power to retain our crimes for the day of judgment… 
This is among the most terrifying clauses in the whole book of Revelation.  

The Call to Revolution: The AMack 18:6-8 
 - Give back to her as she has given – This is the very definition of 
justice. “An eye for an eye, tooth for tooth” the justice that human 
nature so desperately seeks is now repaid fully on Judgment Day. 
Never was the phrase “be careful what you wish for” more applicable 
than it is now…God’s judgment is coming…and it’s exactly what 
your sins deserve. 

- pay her back double for what she has done – Now come the voices of “that’s not fair” “why 
double” and so on and so forth…The truth is that God would be perfectly justified to return it 
back on our heads a thousand-fold for our rebellion, but mercifully even in his judgment he 
only returns it double. 
- Pour her a double portion from her own cup – The detail that’s added here is that the 
proportion matches her own action. With the measure she used to advance herself, God will 
measure it back on her…double. Again we have a cruel reflection of Jesus’ words, “You will 
weep and mourn while the world rejoices. You will grieve, but your grief will turn to 
joy” [John 16:20]. Here John hears the corollary of the promise proclaimed in the message, 
“The joy of the world will be turned into sorrow” 
- Give her as much torment and grief – Once again, the principle of just repayment is in play 
here, offering as much as…indicating a direct relation between her actions and her 
punishment. This is rarely (if ever) the case with our own sins, but when it is we know that 
we’ve commiOed a most serious rebellion. 

+ as the glory and luxury she gave herself – She advanced herself, built up her own 
wealth, expanded her own power…but God is the one to whom vengeance belongs, and 
this whole leOer to the seven churches is proof positive that no maOer the appearance of 
worldly greatness and riches, their gain is temporary and the consequences for their 
actions reap eternally. 
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* In her heart she boasts – This is the source of all boasts and frankly all sin. She 
has built up this false image of herself (sin always creates imaginary rewards) 
while masking the cost…but these illusions will be revealed for what they are 
momentarily. Her illusion is threefold: 

^ I sit enthroned as a queen – She pictures herself as a ruler…she promises 
power and wealth beyond compare. She imagines that she has control and 
that everything is working out according to her plan. 
^ I am not a widow – She imagines that her infidelity has had no effect on 
the union (which, for the record, she has broken) and that she can 
continue in her adulterous ways without losing anything. In a very real 
way her husband, Jesus, did die…for her, yet her denial of that fact is the 
very reason her sins are still retained to her name. 
^ I will never mourn – The world wants us to be happy. Have you ever 
noticed that? Any preacher of the prosperity gospel tells you your life 
ought to be happy and prosperous…anyone who’s caught in a sin will use 
the excuse “but it makes me happy”…It’s not that God wants us to be 
unhappy, but happiness is not our ultimate goal (contrary to anything our 
founding fathers may have thought). Our goal is to glorify God, and that 
gives us joy, even in the dark days of life when happiness is out of reach.  

- Therefore – Always an important word that establishes a connection between what came 
before and what follows. In this case, the plagues that are about to be described are a result—
the embodiment of the double portion—of her own rebellious actions.  

+ in one day – Judgment Day…what took aeons to build up is destroyed in a single day. 
+ her plagues will overtake her – These are the plagues designated for her, aimed at her, 
which will destroy her…each adds a facet which is in the negative here, but will see its 
opposite in the New Jerusalem coming in ch.21 and 22. 

* death – The end of life, the consequence of sin. This first consequence really 
means “separation” in most cases of body and soul (except in the case of spiritual 
death, which is the separation of us from God that we are all born into). That 
separation is now made complete and eternal as God brings the eternal death of 
Babylon through the plagues her own works have earned. 
* mourning – The opposite of the happiness to which she aspired. Because of the 
universal, eternal death of her and all her followers, that goal is no longer 
aOainable (not that true happiness can ever be found in how much we have), 
now she is lec with her own death knell ringing in her ears. She mourns for her 
lost wealth, for her lost happiness, for her lost followers, and for her lost life. 
* and famine – One concept that we have liOle or no relation to is true famine…
the hunger that drives a person to do the unthinkable…not just eating things that 
would normally repulse or disgust a person, but which drive to the point of 
Donner-party-desperation and cannibalism…the grisly deeds that result are 
directly connected. She consumes herself in her desperation before God does. 

+ She will be consumed – The final consumption however is far more complete…the 
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fires of hell receive all those who are thrown into them and though this cleansing fire 
would normally be brief here on earth, in hell they have no end, “the worms that eat 
them do not die, and the fire is not quenched” [Isaiah 66:24, Mark 9:48]. 

* by fire – As we have seen time and again, fire is used to cleanse, but in the wake 
of such cleansing is destruction, especially when those flames do not relent.  
* for mighty is the Lord God – Becker has some excellent points on the subject: 

“That this punishment is sure is emphasized once more by the words, “powerful is the 
Lord God who judges her.” The words “the Lord God” are a translation of the Greek 
κύριος ὁ θεός (kyrios ho theos) which is the equivalent of the Hebrew אדוני יהוה (JHVH 
Elohim)…The church is in this way once more assured in the dark days of her 
persecution that the Lord has not forgoOen her. Thereby she is encouraged to hope and 
to wait patiently for the day of her deliverance and to remain faithful to the true God. 
The God who watches over her and has promised that the gates of hell will not prevail 
is a powerful God who can keep that promise.” –Becker, 275. 

^ who judges her – As if the point had not been made clearly already, John 
once more points to the fact that the judgment Babylon (and ultimately 
her followers also) faces is from God’s hand. This is the justice that the 
martyrs have been calling for, this is the vengeance that God has 
promised, this is the I AM bringing about the just truth of his name that he 
“punishes the children with the sin of the fathers to the third of fourth 
generation of those who hate him” [Exodus 20:5].   

Three Woes: The Responses to the Destruction – 18:9-19 
Woe! …from the Kings of the Earth 18:9-10  
- When the kings of the earth… – Now focusing 
on the leaders who bear the brunt of the blame. 
Their accountability is twofold: 1) Not only were 
many others led astray by their unlawful 
example, but 2) They shared in the spoils 
enjoyed by Babylon’s apostate lifestyle. For these 
reasons, they also share in her punishment…and 
their smoke rises with hers. 

+ who commiEed adultery with her – 
Again, just as the antichristian church was unfaithful to God in exchange for earthly 
pleasure and gain, those who fed her sinful lusts are no less guilty and their adultery 
bears equal judgment here. 
+ and shared her luxury – Here is the somewhat obvious—yet still striking—fact that 
those who were already leaders of the earth advanced their earthly position by sharing 
in the adulterous sins, they are just as tainted by their gain, and are accorded justice. 
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- …see the smoke of her burning – But their punishment, though equal, is at least delayed 
briefly…for they first see their goddess Babylon “go up in smoke” as it were. She meets her 
demise and they see their means of gain also coming to an end. The frustration they now 
experience is really nothing compared to the judgment they will also face, but for now they are 
blinded to that fact and instead wallow in their pitiable position…preferring to squat in sin 
rather than to repent of their wickedness. 

+ they will weep and mourn over her – Tears are shed, though in all reality they are not 
so much weeping at her demise as they are at their own. They realize that with her end 
will inevitably come their own and the very thought that all the earthly gain that they 
have built up will come to its end is a terrifying thought…especially for those who have 
made that exact gain their entire existence. 

- Terrified at her torment – Again, not so much because she is suffering, but because they 
realize their own complicit state in accord with her and want to avoid the inevitable as long as 
possible…yet, this same day, they too will face their end at God’s hand, and will reap the just 
harvest for their actions at the expense of God and his people. 
- they will stand…and cry – As a warning? As an announcement? As an expression of grief? 
Probably all of the above…they know that it’s inevitable but human nature is entrenched even 
against the inevitable, and especially against God. No amount of feigned repentance will help 
them now, they have turned away God’s forgiveness and hardened their hearts against him. 

+ far off – Trying to put as much distance between themselves and the now-judged 
party, they try to physically separate themselves from the one to whom they had 
repeatedly joined themselves spiritually…the aOempt is futile, as will be seen shortly. 
+ Woe! Woe to you – Once again, repeated for emphasis (and repeated by two other 
groups as well). This sounds a lot beOer than “Woe is me!” but essentially that’s what 
they’re saying. They weep for the city that is now lying in ruins, decimated by the 
Destroying Angel, and as if to forestall their own end, they cry out “Woe”… 

* great city – She expanded over the face of the world, “great” is an 
understatement…  
* you mighty city of Babylon – Her powerful influence included all the nations 
and her mighty extended over the world…yet even that could not save her.  

+ In one hour – As we look at Judgment Day, an hour is a significant amount of time for 
destruction to occur (especially for those of us living in the age of the atomic bomb), but 
this points more to the brief extent of her reign (especially compared to eternity) and the 
sudden occurrence of her demise. 
+ your doom has come! – …and ours is on the way… 

 
Woe! …from the Merchants of the Earth 18:11-17 
 - The merchants of the earth – Now we come back to the new category for 
this chapter, focusing on those who enabled Babylon to get to the position she 
achieved. They gathered all the wealth of the nations that has been amassed 
on her shores and just as the kings did, they also profited from her ravenous, 
insatiable greed. The more she wanted, the more they sold. 
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+ will weep and mourn over her – Just as the kings wept at their source of power 
dissipating, so the merchants weep over their wealth. Unlike the kings, however, this 
fact is made explicitly (and exhaustively) clear from the following lists and phrases. 

+ because no one will buy their cargoes anymore – They are not sad that she is 
reaping what she had sown, they are sad 1) because they will no more be able to 
reap from what she has sown, and 2) they would soon join her in the judgment. 
Another interesting fact here stems from their conclusion that “no one” will buy 
their goods now that Babylon is gone…Either that means that Babylon is so 
pervasive and comprehensive that there is literally no one lec to buy their goods 
(likely), or it indicates that Babylon’s tastes had gone so far beyond the norm that 
the luxurious things she was requesting defied any understandable demand and 
were so obscure that no one else would purchase them, though note: The two 
options are not mutually exclusive: both can be (and likely are) true. 
Many parallels can be seen in this particular stanza of the song with the lament 
of the King of Tyre in Ezekiel 27-28. His earthly wealth was marked in almost 
superhuman ways, yet that wealth also disappeared at God’s command, just as 
this wealth vanishes at his Word. 

* cargoes of gold, silver, precious stones and pearls – These articles mark 
wealth on a person: Jewelry and currency of various types, would show to 
all who saw you that you were wealthy and could be used almost 
universally to extend that wealth. 

^ fine linen, purple, silk and scarlet cloth – The expensive and 
exclusive marks of royalty and the upper class also set their 
clothing apart. Immediately people could see you from afar and 
associate your social class. (Interesting that the RCC uses these 
exact materials to set their Cardinals, some of their highest officials, 
apart…coincidence? I think not…) 
^ every sort of citron wood – This rare wood would mark the 
buildings of the wealthy as such. The word itself simply points to a 
kind of wood that is “fragrant.” While there is a class that was 
identified as “citron” in the 1400s, a more likely equivalent at John’s 
time would be cedar. This is the kind of wood that was used in both 
the temple of God and the palaces of David and Solomon. It was 
lush, extravagant, and sturdy…the true mark of wealth and power. 

* articles of every kind – These are the things that would adorn the citron 
mansions of the wealthy…it is also interesting to note the similarity 
between this list and the one in Isaiah’s speech against those who fashion 
idols [Isaiah 44:9ff]. See also Amos 4 for similar judgment…against Israel. 

^ made of ivory, costly wood, bronze, iron and marble – These are 
furnishings (and idols) that would fill the great homes with all the 
most expensive “stuff” (…the American Dream, anyone?) 

* cargoes of cinnamon and spice – The spices and commodities listed here 
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form a list of 14 (which may or may not mean anything, since it’s also in a 
longer list…) each of which emphasizes a different aspect of wealth. 
Cinnamon and spice were both extremely rare cooking commodities that 
we take for granted today. They marked extreme wealth and were only 
used by the best cooks of the time for the richest patrons around. 

^ of incense, myrrh, and frankincense – Bathing on a regular basis, 
though increased by the Roman bathhouses was still on a much 
more sporadic basis than we would consider to be proper today. 
These strong smelling stones were used to mask the odors of daily 
life, but again were considered a luxury item not available to 
everyday “blue collar” type workers  
^ of wine and olive oil – Much more common were both wine and 
oil, in fact between the two of these, they formed the backbone of 
the commercial empire of Italy and Greece, respectively. Since 
water was largely undrinkable by itself, wine was mixed with it to 
kill the bacteria and to sweeten the taste. Olive oil was one of the 
most flexible items, used in cooking, cleaning, fuel for lamps, and 
even for special occasions (anointing). The most ubiquitous 
(universal) on the list, yet also likely the most essential. 
^ of fine flour and wheat – Two tiers of the same thing are seen 
here. Those who were wealthy could spare themselves the labor-
intensive work of grinding their own flour from the grains of 
wheat, and “fine” flour was ground to a particular consistency that 
is even more difficult to achieve without several times through the 
grindstone…just as bread forms the central staple in the diet of 
nearly everyone on earth today, flour and the wheat from which it 
comes were essential to daily life. 
^ caEle and sheep – Beasts of field, food, and faith. These were the 
animals which were sacrificed, eaten, and used for particularly 
burdensome tasks in the field. Again, though these were preOy 
much everywhere, the fact that these are being traded might be 
somewhat similar to our modern-day stock market: trading not for 
sustenance and life, but for the gaining of even more wealth.  
^ horses and carriages – We might as well call these “trains, planes, 
and automobiles” since these were their transportation means. 
^ human beings sold as slaves – We could spend a long time on the 
subject of slavery, but suffice it to say that here people are 
considered to be a commodity on par with livestock…slavery had 
its place in both Old Testament and New Testament society, but 
what is described here is clearly sinful. 

- They will say: – “They” being the merchants…their “woe” phrases being extended a bit by 
the words in this brief paragraph. Much as the kings were not so much weeping for Babylon as 
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they were for themselves, we see the merchants lamenting their business-crippling changes 
and crying for their lost commerce. 

+ The fruit you longed for – Babylon’s cravings had goOen increasingly obscure as time 
went on, and though we walk into supermarkets and see all the produce we could ever 
want, the Roman world was restricted to what was in season (transportation technology 
advances allowed for wider distribution, but no refrigeration still restricted the amount 
of time the produce could be stored before it spoiled).  

* is gone from you – Whether because it had been burned in the smoke, or 
because there was now neither any money nor anyone to pay, is not clear, but in 
either case the boOom line of the merchants is what’s at stake. 

+ All your luxury and splendor – See the previous page for a detailed listing. 
* have vanished, never to be recovered – A stark reminder of the temporary 
nature of everything we build up on earth. A lesson Jesus taught to his disciples 
[Luke 12:13-21], but which was still hard-learned by some. 

- The merchants…will stand far off – Just as the kings did…foolishly trying to physically 
distance themselves from the judgment of the immortal God. 

+ who sold these things – Again, their role in the destruction of Babylon is right there in 
their identification as merchants… 
+ and gained their wealth from her – Her gain was their gain, and they knew that full-
well. They realized that the same burning was headed their way… 
+ terrified at her torment – because her torment would be their torment…because their 
sins were the same as her sins…the terror of the law still strikes, even when the hope of 
the gospel is not present.  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- they will weep and mourn and cry out – See note above on the kings. (middle of p.7) 
+ Woe! Woe to you – Repeated for emphasis. This is the second time these words 
appear, though the rest of the formula is slightly modified, these two words—that call 
for recognition of the sadness and sin that caused the destruction—remain the same. 

* great city – Still understating the fact. 
* dressed in fine linen, purple, and scarlet, gliEering with gold, precious stones, 
and pearls – One last sad glance at their lost wealth…they recognize that it is 
gone…they hold onto the wispy clouds of their memories as the only remnant of 
(literally) richer times. 

+ In one hour – See notes above, but in short both referring to the lasting destruction 
and unexpected arrival Babylon endured. 
+ great wealth has been brought to ruin – The true reason for the merchants’ lament. 
Her wealth had already been consumed, but in that action their hope for more wealth 
had been removed, and their own wealth’s ultimate demise was near at hand…so close 
they could smell the fumes, wacing on the air… 

Woe! …from Travelers and Transporters 18:18-19  
 - Every sea captain…will stand far off – Right off 
the bat, the sea captains (airline pilots, train 
engineers, taxi drivers, etc) do exactly what the 
kings and the merchants did and put as much 
distance between themselves and the judgment as 
possible. These are the ones who are most 
equipped to escape, but are no more able than any 
other group…because God is the one bringing the 
Judgment. 

+ and all who travel by ship – All the passengers who, like Jonah, tried to flee from the 
will of God, are likewise witnesses of the destruction…they know what is coming and it 
is no great fish that is in store for them… 
+ the sailors – They are the ones who assisted in facilitating the travel of all those 
around. They kept the ships in working order, and though they didn’t benefit as directly 
as either the merchants or the kings, as the following phrase makes clear, they still 
earned their living by transporting these valuable goods and corrupt people from one 
place to another. In this way, they are also complicit in the judgment that came on 
Babylon and were equally struck with fear at her burning. 
+ and all who earn their living from the sea – Broadening this term out in our day we 
could include “land, sea, and air.” That same list is used in one of the Prayers of the 
Church in our hymnal, where we ask the Lord to “keep safe all those who travel by 
land, sea, and air.” The reason they are judged—in addition to supplying the great city 
with the instruments of her own demise—is that they did not turn to God as their 
refuge and fortress, but rather to themselves, to their ships, and to their ability to flee. 

- When they see the smoke of her burning – Just as the kings and the merchants before them… 
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+ they will exclaim – Stronger than the “saying” that both the previous groups are 
aOributed with…what is the cause for their excitement where the others simply spoke? 
Perhaps they thought to escape the destruction (their “mourning actions” below seem 
to indicate either repentance or at least aOempting to appear repentant). 

+ Was there ever a city like this great city? – Just as the others, the captains and 
sailors are enamored by the grandeur of Babylon the Great: “Forget that she is 
corrupt beyond belief…forget that she forsook her husband and first love …
forget that she has prostituted herself. Just look! She used to rich! She used to be 
powerful! All the rest of that is just minor details…truly this is a tragedy…” The 
true tragedy comes in a few short hours when these tried and true travelers also 
face their own demise. 

+ They will throw dust on their heads – The biggest question here is whether or not the 
repentance depicted here is true repentance or merely a façade meant to trick people 
into believing they are repentant. Based on the similarity of their words, I’m tempted 
toward the laOer understanding (also because of the angel’s words in v.4). 

* and with weeping and mourning cry out – Again, is this weeping and mourning 
a realization of the sins that caused the destruction of Babylon (repentance) or 
more showmanship to really sell their false repentance to anyone who would 
buy it. A third option would see this weeping and mourning as legitimate, 
though more in line with the kings and merchants as a realization that their end 
is soon to come. 

+ Woe! Woe to you – The third and final occurrence of the doubly-emphasized remark is 
the final note that we are lec with, and the final clue that the “repentance” of the 
captains and sailors is feigned. While we cannot and dare not weigh the repentance of 
others, God does, and here God is assuring us that he will judge those who are not 
repentant whether their idol be power (like the kings), money (like the merchants), or 
security (like the sailors)…all are false, all will be judged! 

* great city – Again, by earthly standards…but note the standard that they use: 
Babylon was a hub, a central facet in the global economy and the world market.  
* where all who had ships on the sea – No one was turned away who truly 
followed Babylon’s philosophy of power and wealth. Everyone who had skin in 
the game was counted among those who were “woe’d” here.  

^ became rich through her wealth – And emphasized once again is the real 
motivation behind the weeping here…they are sad because just as 
Babylon has been destroyed, so also those who are associated with her 
will face their own demise…and it likely won’t be long now 

+ In one hour – See notes above, but in short both referring to the lasting destruction 
and unexpected arrival Babylon endured. 
+ she has been brought to ruin – Perhaps a beOer translation would be “in one hour she 
has been wasted” as that links us linguistically to the picture of a wasteland, which is 
more in the word-picture of the Greek here than “ruin” (though, the glory -> ruin 
picture is also compelling, as it so vividly emphasizes the fall itself).  
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The Response from Heaven – 18:20-24 
Joy and Justice 18:20 
- Rejoice over her – Here is the one counter to the false repentance 
that seems to be indicated before…If the sailors are still speaking 
here (and we have no explicit change of speaker) then their 
repentance would seem to be legitimate. Although they lament the 
loss of their earthly gain, they are joyous in the end because God 
and his people ultimately win the victory. I’ll leave it up to you 
which piece of evidence is more compelling and which conclusion 

you prefer. In the end, the boOom line is that God’s people (whether they include the captains 
and sailors or not) do rejoice at the sight of the demise of the wicked as we say in the Lord’s 
Prayer “Your kingdom come,” and “Your will be done” …both of which involve the ultimate, 
final destruction of the wicked. 

+ you heavens – Either the personified speaker (if the sailors are NOT saying what 
follows), or the object of the sailor’s encouragement. Again, based on which piece of 
evidence you find more compelling, either is a biblical case and either fits the context. 
Personally I think there is a shic between v.19 and v.20, as is indicated by the strong 
break in the study guide). One of the compelling reasons I think that, is by looking at 
what follows as a group of 3 (certainly something we have seen before when heaven is 
described), and since all three terms are fairly flexible in their scope, I don’t find any 
reason to see them as distinct from the group addressed here.  
+ you people of God, apostles, and prophets –  These are the saints who are in heaven, 
those who had been gathered up by the Lord’s call in v. 4 and seems to be in a 
synonymous position to “you heavens.” The 3-fold division further shows that these are 
God’s true people and his faithful servants in a world that is anything but. The addition 
of the apostles and the prophets is both a nod to Scripture (Old Testament = prophets, 
New Testament = apostles) and gives us another equivalent term to the 144,000 who are 
the complete church of God in heaven. 

- for God has judged her with the judgment she imposed on you – Becker explained it this way: 

We may view the first [and] as an explanatory conjunction and translate, “Rejoice, O 
heaven, even you saints and apostles and prophets.” The reason for their joy then 
follows in the words, “Because God has judged her for her judgment over you” (literally, 
“God has judged your judgment from her”). From the statement “I saw the woman 
drunk with the blood of the saints and with the blood of the martyrs (or witnesses) of 
Jesus” [17:6], we conclude that Babylon had pronounced the death sentence over the 
saints…The words of the angel here clearly proclaim that Babylon is being punished for 
her persecution of the church. Thus the church in her time of suffering is assured that 
God has not abdicated his rule over the universe. In the end God will pronounce and 
carry out his judgment against the enemies of his true church, his believing children, 
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and thus manifest his righteous judgments [15:4]. –Becker, 277 

The Mighty Angel and Sounds of Silence 18:21-24  
 - Then a mighty angel – The last time we saw this term 
was back in 10:1 for the one who held the “liOle scroll.” 
The only other occurrence of the term (both in Revelation 
and in Scripture) is back at 5:2, who addressed the throne 
room of God with the question “Who is worthy to break 
the seals and open the scroll?” In each of the first two 
cases this angel (or these angels) have been in charge of a 
hidden Word of God dealing with a scroll. Here, that 
scroll is replaced by a boulder, though it may be referring 
to the same thing: The Word that brings salvation, 
ultimately also brings destruction for those who oppose its message, and deny its truth. 

+ picked up a large boulder – Both a testament to the angel’s might and also a rather 
frightening sight…The visible judgment, literally in the hands of God’s servant was just 
one final reminder of the “Woe!” that was coming on all of those people who decided to 
follow Babylon’s folly rather than the wisdom of God’s Word. 

+ the size of a large millstone – This term also serves a dual purpose. On the one 
hand it paints the picture of an immensely large boulder that will make a huge 
splash when thrown into the sea, displacing massive amounts of water and 
creating upheaval for anything else that is on that same body of water nearby.  

On the other (and perhaps more applicable note) there are several biblical 
connections here: Likely the most familiar to us is that it connects us to Jesus’ 
words concerning those “who cause one of these liEle ones who believe in me to 
sin” [MaOhew 18:6, Mark 9:42, Luke 17:2] for whom it would be beOer if one of 
those millstones were tied around their neck and they were drowned in the 
depths of the sea (much like our sins were at his crucifixion…). 

You are likely less familiar with the death of the anti-judge Abimelch 
[Judges 9:53], who met his demise by an upper millstone (smaller, but still a 
large, heavy stone) dropped on his head from a refuge tower by a woman of the 
city he was besieging (which apparently became a well-known story, even into 
David’s time [2 Samuel 11:21])  

Yet the note from which we are probably least familiar (yet which is most 
closely tied here) comes to us in Jeremiah 25. In the first verses of this chapter, 
Jeremiah laments the fact that again and again he faithfully brought the Word of 
the Lord to the people of Judah, yet they continually refused to listen [v.3b, 4b, 7] 
which leads to a “therefore” conclusion in v.8 that continues through the end of 
the section. The Lord promises that he would bring destruction by the hand of 
the Babylonians (not accidental) and that for 70 years the people would be held 
in captivity…but the detail that really draws our aOention here is the list in v.
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10-11 “I will banish from them the sounds of joy and gladness, the voices of 
bride and bridegroom, the sound of millstones, and the light of the lamp. The 
whole land will become a desolate wasteland, and these nations will serve the 
king of Babylon seventy years.” In addition to the “wasteland” reference which 
was mentioned briefly above, keep the other terms in mind as we go forward…
this list is not accidental. (Also of note is that the following portion of the chapter 
deals with “the cup of filled with the wine of [God’s] wrath” …sound familiar?)  
The verse that closes this portion is also worth noting: “They themselves will be 
enslaved by many nations and great kings; I will repay them according to their 
deeds and the work of their hands.” [Jeremiah 25:14] 

+ and threw it into the sea – Why not on the land? Again, in addition to the great 
splash, if Babylon was as dominant as we had already seen, then there is no more 
land…there are only the kings who escaped, the merchants, and the captains…ALL ON 
THEIR SHIPS…which, naturally would still be on the sea.  
+ and said  

* With such violence – Again, specifically referring to the splash of the boulder, 
but also to the origin of the judgment: God and his heavenly servants. 
* the great city of Babylon will be thrown down – Wait, wasn’t Babylon just 
destroyed? Yes…it was, now that destroyed city will also be thrown, just like that 
millstone-boulder, as the means of destruction for those cowering on their ships 
in the seas. 

^ never to be found again – One of the craziest things about Babylon is that 
they kept popping up (sometimes by different names, sometimes the 
same). When Abraham came from Ur of the Chaldees, that was a 
precursor to Babylon, the Assyrian empire was based out of Mesopotamia, 
the same home as Babylon…even today, though not a “world power” by 
any means, the names Iraq and Iran still strike fear in the hearts of many. 

* The music of harpists and musicians, pipers and trumpeters (4) – In addition to 
listing 4 different terms for music, likely indicating this is a worldwide issue, 
these are instruments that announced happy times. 

^ will never be heard in you again – In Isaiah 24:8, though the instruments 
listed are different, the message communicated by their ceasing is the 
same: no more reveling, no more happiness. Ezekiel 26:13 communicates a 
similar silencing for the secular city of Tyre (the same kingdom that 
produced Jezebel, the wife of wicked King Ahab). Perhaps also worth 
considering is the list of instruments for the “call to worship” of the 
golden image that King Nebuchadnezzar (again, of Babylon) had set up 
[Daniel 3:5, 7, 10].  

* No worker of any trade – This is the only one in the list not found in the 
Jeremiah list, and is the broadest of all the terms. It is likely listed here in contrast 
to the musicians—who announce especially good times—these workers of 
ordinary times and regular trades would be equally eradicated, since they were 
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just as guilty as their musical counterparts. 
^ will ever be found in you again – At the Last Day, everyday life itself will 
cease to exist. No more will there be the humdrum, mundane continuation 
that we’ve all become so accustomed to, but as a judgment against all of 
the sins of all people, even the most invisible jobs will suddenly be 
noticeably absent. 

* The sound of a millstone – In addition to the second mention of this important 
agrarian life fixture in just a few short verses, this is also mentioned in the 
Jeremiah passage. 

^ will never be heard in you again – Even more shocking than the end to 
everyday life is that ALL life will now come to an end. Without millstones, 
there’s no flour; No flour means no bread; No bread means no life…a 
shock for those expecting their daily bread from anyone but God. 

* The light of a lamp – Finally the absence of light shics the world visibly (or 
rather invisibly) into the darkness in which their spirits were already mired and 
well-acquainted.  

^ will never shine in you again – God’s Word is a lamp to our feet and a 
light for our path [Psalm 119:105]. Without that light, no maOer what the 
light (natural or otherwise) that is shining around us, we cannot see. This 
act of judgment from God is perhaps more frightening than any other: He 
can (and sometimes does) remove his Word from those who continually 
reject it. God will never leave us, nor forsake us [Deuteronomy 31:6], but 
his Word is also a two-edged sword, and one of the ways that it cuts turns 
us from it…the final judgment of which is its removal from our lives. 

* The voice of the bridegroom and bride – Completes the jostled quotation from 
Jeremiah (while maintaining the paOern here (see paragraph below). 

^ will never be heard in you again – Christ once told the Sadducees that in 
heaven marriage ceases to exist [MaOhew 22:23-33, Mark 12:18-27, Luke 
20:27-40], the relationships we know now will be changed in heaven—
though they will be infinitely beOer in perfection—yet here the reverse is 
true…at the world’s end those relationships will cease, though there is no 
blessed promise here… 

At this point you may also have noticed the paOern of “never be found…never be heard”…this is 
done 3 times (with the third having the slight variation “never shine” instead of “never be found”), 
once again as a reminder to anyone that was paying close aOention. These judgments are from God. 
These judgments are just. These judgments are complete. 

+ Your merchants were the world’s most important people – Now isn’t that an 
interesting twist…Even above the kings and rulers are those who control the commerce 
and business. Huh, I wonder if we’ll ever see anything like that in our world…*cough* 
sarcasm *cough.* 
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+ By your magic all the nations were led astray – Babylon’s mystical ways were meant 
to be a “substitute” for the true miracles of God’s prophets and apostles (whom she put 
to death), and though believers could recognize her lies, the world did not.  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- In her was found the blood – Once again, she is judged for her wickedness and here that 
wickedness is reiterated for emphasis and justice for her victims. 

+ of prophets and of God’s holy people – As we saw above, here we have those martyrs 
listed one more time…they will finally have their vengeance, full and complete.  
+ of all who have been slaughtered on the earth – This is a new term that is unique to this 
place, and because of that its meaning is hard to pinpoint, though I can’t help but include all the 
voiceless cries of those who have been mercilessly slaughtered in the womb for convenience’s 
sake or simply because abortion is legal. Their blood cries out like that of Abel [Genesis 4:10, 9:5, 
Hebrews 12:24, Revelation 6:9-10] and God hears and answers…Judgment has come! 
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