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One Final View of Heaven – 22:1-6  
The River of Life 22:1-2a 
- Then the angel showed me – The same angel that has 
guided John to the mountain [21:10] and measured the 
Holy City [21:15, 17] now concludes the tour with a vision 
of the city’s life-blood. 

+ the river of the water of life – The image of a river 
is one of many reference back to Genesis 
[specifically, 2:10-14]. The fact that this is also the 
“water of life” reminds us of Jesus’ words to the 
woman at the well [John 4:1-30]. Water has always been an integral part of God’s 
creation, second only to light in the order of creation. It is necessary for both physical 
and spiritual life (Baptism), and is useful for all kinds of cleansing activities. 

* as clear as crystal – We have seen purity in this detail before…pure water is 
hard to come by, and usually requires some kind of process of boiling, filtering, 
etc (even today!) This water needs none of that, it is completely free of all 
impurities and the reason is listed below. 
* flowing from the throne of God and of the Lamb – This showcases two 
particular details about this body of water: 1) It is flowing, rather than stagnant 
or still. Rather than highlighting the peace that the lake of glass [15:2], this rather 
shows the living nature of this water that is in constant motion. (To a lesser 
degree you can see the vital nature of rivers like the Nile as the “lifeblood” of the 
nation). 2) The source of this River of Life is God himself, the one who shed his 
own lifeblood on the tree of the cross, now feeds and nourishes the tree of life 
and all those who are fed by its fruit. 
* down the middle of the great street of the city – Along with the following 
picture of the Tree of Life, we see another city that had a similar river flowing 
down its middle [Ezekiel 47:1-12]. The river is not only vast beyond measure [v.
3-5], but still accessible (only waist-deep nearly a mile out!). It gives life to 
“swarms” of living creatures [v.9]. More on this river below… 

 
The Tree of Life 22:2b-3a 

- On each side of the river stood the tree of life – Not only does this 
show the massive size of the tree, but also its central position in the 
city (possibly positioned over the middle of a river that flows through 
the middle of the city, although there may be multiple trees planted 
alongside the river.) Here we also have our second reference back to 
Genesis [2:9], but note that in this garden there is no tree of 
knowledge of good and evil. As mentioned above, Ezekiel also uses 
this picture (with a direct reference in one of the following phrases), 

and perhaps most helpful for those seven churches would be Psalm 1 [esp. v.3]. 
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+ bearing twelve crops of fruit – Symbolically significant both as the number of the 
Church [7:4-8, 14:1-5, 21:12ff], and also for the detail that follows. Generally you could 
expect a single kind of fruit with a single harvest of that fruit each year, but this tree 
bears 12 crops and bears them each month. Either that means 12 crops of fruit—one for 
each month of the year—or twelve crops of fruit each coming to fruition every month 
(rather than every year…Oh look! 12 x 12 = 144 again!). In either case, this shows the 
immense prosperity, goodness, and abundance of heaven. 
+ yielding its fruit every month – In addition to the variety of fruits mentioned above, 
here the quantity of those fruits is brought to the forefront. This is also beyond the 
“which yields its fruit in season” of the believer in Psalm 1:3. What a tremendous and 
varied blessing it will be to serve the Lord with pure fruits of faith, constantly and 
forever!  
+ and the leaves of the tree are for the healing of the nations – Direct reference to 
Ezekiel 47:12b] with the added detail that this healing is of the nations.  

- No longer will there be any curse – A Hebraism expressed in Greek, translated into English… 
Becker recommends a more literal translation “Every curse shall be no more,” which then 
indicates “All of the consequences of sin are forever gone. Indeed the redeemed will enjoy to 
the fullest the fulfillment of God’s promise to Abraham, “In you and your seed shall all the 
families on earth be blessed” [Genesis 12:3]” (Becker, 355). 

 
In the Presence of God 22:3b-5  
- The throne of God and of the Lamb will be in the city – 
Remember when we first saw the throne? All the way back in 
chapter 4! Isaiah was also blessed to have a vision of God’s 
throne [Isaiah 6], but unlike Isaiah’s vision, when we stand in 
God’s heavenly presence, it will be completely without fear 
because we (like he) have been cleansed by Christ’s sacrifice! 

+ and his servants will serve him – To us, this sounds 
forced and difficult, but work is truly a blessing (just 
ask someone who was injured or forcibly removed 
from their occupation). Nothing will please us more 
than being able to server our God! 
+ They will see his face – And there is no greater 
blessing than being able to see God’s face! Moses 
couldn’t, since it would mean death for any sinner 
[Exodus 33:20]. The disciples on the mountain of 
transfiguration saw his divine face briefly [Maohew 17:1-9, Mark 9:2-8, Luke 9:28-36]. 
But we will see him as he is [1 John 3:2], and it will last forever! 
+ and his name will be on their foreheads – As he promised earlier [14:6], in contrast to 
those who belong to the beast [13:16-18], we are God’s possession for eternity! 

- There will be no more night. They will not need the light of a lamp or the light of the sun, for 
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the Lord God will give them light – Both of the first phrases are explained by the Lord’s 
presence, giving light (in place of artificial or even what we know as natural light). One 
incredible reminder that may be easy for us to miss appeared around 1500BC and is still 
prevalent today: 

The LORD bless you and keep you; 
The LORD make his face shine upon you and be gracious to you; 

The LORD turn his face toward you and give you peace. [Numbers 6:24-26]. 
  

- they will reign forever and ever – Think back to the first time we saw the throne, and 
remember what John heard the elders and living creatures saying about the saints: they will 
reign on the earth [5:10]. Now is the fulfillment of that prophetic promise…though we are part 
of the church militant here on earth, we will reign with Christ in heaven (who shall reign 
forever and ever [11:15]! 

 The Reason John Sees This and Tells Us 22:6 
 - The angel said to me – It’s going to be important to keep track of who says what in the next 
few verses (as it always is…), since the speaker is going to change several times and (other 
than context) there isn’t much indication of that change. 

+ These words are trustworthy and true – Those two aoributes were also used twice for 
Christ himself [3:14, 19:11] and one other time for the words of this book [21:5]. This is 
indicative of the close relationship between Christ (the Word-made-flesh [John 1:14]) 
and Scripture. John also quotes Jesus, “You diligently study the scriptures because you 
think that by them you possess eternal life. These are the scriptures that testify about 
me [John 5:39]” and says himself “these are wriFen that you may believe that Jesus is 
the Christ, the Son of God, and that by believing you may have life in his name” [John 
20:31].  
+ The Lord…sent his angel to show his servants – Now we are God’s angels 
(messengers) to spread the Word given by his angel to John, and passed down to us. 

* …the God who inspires the prophets – Pastor Wayne Mueller said in the 
Peoples’ Bible Commentary: “The doctrine of divine inspiration is not a jewel to 
be stored on the back shelves of theological libraries. It is a practical teaching that 
impresses believers with the urgency of applying the Bible to their daily 
lives” (Mueller, 220). 
* …the things that must soon take place – Again, Mueller has a quotable quote: 
“Revelation is relevant. It portrays what is happening, and what will soon 
happen” [Mueller, 221). 
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John’s Signature and a Final Command to Write 22:7-10 
The Son is Coming Soon 22:7  
 - Look, I am coming soon! – This phrase occurs twice more! 
- Blessed is the one – Remember these phrases [2:7, 11, 17, 26; 3:5, 12, 
21]? More blessing coming soon [v.14]. 

+ who keeps the words of prophecy wriFen in this scroll –  John 
is citing the divine inspiration of these leoers as prophecy. Not 
just some random visions, but the very Word of God himself. 

John’s “Signature” 22:8a  
- I, John – Not in contrast to God’s own 
words, but to explain and claim the personal authorship of these 
leoers (as he had earlier [1:4]). Also claiming any falsehoods as his 
own (though, being God’s Word there are none to claim). 
+ am the one who heard – When words were spoken and commands 
given. 
+ and [the one who] saw these things – When sights and visions were 

seen. 

Worship God! 22:8b-9  
- when I had heard and seen them – Because…v.8a… 
- I fell down to worship – Not the first time he’s done this [19:10]. 

+ at the feet of the angel who had been showing them to me 
– Even when the message is life-changing, Jesus quoted 
words to Satan remain true: Worship the Lord your God 
and serve him only” [Deuteronomy 6:13, Luke 4:8]. 

- But he said to me – The angel, to John… 
+ Don’t do that! – Urgency and concern! The messenger is never the one to be praised…
only the Message (the Bible) and the Source (God himself) are worthy to receive that 
praise and honor. 
+ I am a fellow servant with you – These are words for a faithful servant of the Word to 
live by…also keep in mind that a beoer translation here is “fellow slave” and the 
implications of that adjustment in vocabulary… 
+ and your fellow prophets – Among whom we would also be included! Remember, 
prophet = one who speaks for (or fore, forth, before) someone else. 
+ and with all who keep the words of this scroll – Yep, here too! 

- Worship God – God is a jealous God who wants our worship all to himself [Exodus 20:3-5, 
Isaiah 42:8]. We are reminded that it’s not the act of worship that is important (a popular 
modern view), but rather the object that makes or breaks that service. 
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The Command to Write 22:10 
 - Then he told me – Again, the angel to John… 

+ Do not seal up the words of the prophecy of this scroll – In contrast to a couple of 
other instances where he was told the opposite [10:4, cf. also Daniel 8:26]. John wrote 
what we have before us, so that we may learn and grow from what he was shown. This 
is also the second (of 4) reminders that the words of this book are prophetic [along with 
v.7, 18, and 19] aka they are from God himself, not from just John. 

* because the time is near – Now this may seem strange to have been wrioen 
nearly 2,000 years ago, but remember that God’s concept of time differs from 
ours, and the point is more that the End could come at any time. The words of 
this book are given 1) to give comfort of Christ’s victory, 2) to emphasize the 
urgency of spreading this message, and 3) to make all ready for that time (which 
all the signs show could come at any time). 
 

Christ Himself Speaks to John 22:11-16 
Jesus’ Closing Commands 22:11-15 

+ Let the one who does wrong continue to do 
wrong; let the vile person continue to be vile; let 
the one who does right continue to do right; let 
the holy person continue to be holy – Here starts 
a 4-part paoern that seems strange for a number 
of reasons. It seems odd 1) that God would 
(appear to) encourage sinful behavior…2) that 
God would call people holy…Becker explains 
that these take place at the moment when the 
last prophecy will have been fulfilled. When 
Judgment Day is here and all of the final 
prophecies come to their completion [6:17, 
11:15-19, 14:14-20, 15:17-21, 19:20, 20:10] then 
these encouragements are applied not for time, 
but for eternity. “The purpose for which the 
wicked world had been allowed to stand…
[Maohew 24:14, Revelation 6:1-2, 11-16] will 
have been fulfilled” (Becker, 364). 
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- Look, I am coming soon (#2) –  Jesus’ words come as an assurance first to John, then to those 
seven churches, and finally through all the intervening miles and years to us. 
- My reward is with me – This is good news! Jesus won a reward that we never could and 
when he returns to judge the world, he also comes bringing that reward along with him. Isaiah 
[40:10] pointed to this role of the Messiah nearly 800 years before Revelation was wrioen. 

+ and I will give to each person according to what they have done – These words, if 
misunderstood or taken out of context, could seem to indicate a kind of works 
righteousness. However, just like the robes (washed in the blood of the Lamb) [7:14] and 
the name (wrioen on our foreheads by God) [22:4] this righteousness and holiness that 
is ours is not because of what we have done…but instead motivates, empowers, and 
enables what we do. 

- I am – John employs many of these “I am” statements of Jesus in his Gospel [Bread of Life –
6:35, 48…Light of the World – 8:12, 9:5…the I AM – 8:58…the Gate – 10:9…the Good Shepherd 
– 10:11…the Resurrection and the Life – 11:25…the Way, the Truth, the Life – 14:6…the True 
Vine – 15:1]. Here we have three more that all emphasize the same fact: Jesus is all in all. 

+ the Alpha and the Omega – The first and last leoers of the Greek alphabet (A to Z). 
Jesus identified himself as such back in 1:8 and more recently in 21:6. 
+ the First and the Last – Also referenced earlier in the book [1:17] and saying the same 
thing as the two phrases surrounding it. 
+ the Beginning and the End – Jesus is the One who created the world, and he is the One 
who will destroy it [20:11-15]. Why three times? I think, by now, you can answer that… 

- Blessed are those – This is the seventh (and final) time when “Blessed are…” appears in 
Revelation [1:3; 14:13; 16:15; 19:9; 20:6; 22:7, 14]. Like Jesus’ beatitudes [Maohew 5:3-12, Luke 
6:20-23] the blessings here aren’t always the most expected, but they are exactly the way that 
God chooses to work. 

+ who wash their robes – Not an active thing, but it’s beoer to think of this as a change 
of state, similar to saying “wearing clean clothes” as opposed to dirty clothes. The focus 
is not so much on the action of washing as it is on the difference in state between clean 
and dirty garments. 

TRANSLATION NOTE: If anyone had been reading from the KJV or NKJV, they would 
see instead “Blessed are they that do his commandments.” That may sound quite a bit 
different in English, but just look at the Greek: 

Οἵ πλύνοντες τὰς ἐντολὰς αὐτοῦ (KJV) 
Οἴ πλύνοντες τὰς στολὸς αὐτῶν (NIV) 

Becker says “A blurred copy or poor handwriting could easily lead to confusion 
here” (Becker, 367). Both teachings fit well (when understood properly) with the rest of 
Scripture, the NIV reading focuses on our passive obedience (change of state) and the 
KJV focuses on active obedience (sanctification, good works of Christians). 

* that they may have the right to the tree of life – Adam and Eve were exiled 
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from Eden and God placed an angel with a fiery sword between them and the 
entrance to the perfect place they had lost…now that perfection is restored, 
access is granted, and we may once again eat of it and live! 
* and may go through the gates into the city – As opposed to the cities in which 
those seven churches were located, there is no need to ever close the gates of the 
city. No threat or enemy will ever enter those gates, so they can remain open for 
all eternity as a standing symbol to the perfect protection and peace that comes 
from our God’s presence. 

- Outside are… – The point here is not that there are wicked people beating on the gates of 
heaven trying to get in, but rather to contrast the previous statement concerning those who go 
through the gates into the city. Several of Jesus’ parables use similar phrasing [(o�en also 
associated with “weeping and gnashing of teeth”) Maohew 8:12, 22:13, 25:10-13, 28-30]. 

+ the dogs – So much for “all dogs go to heaven”…the list that follows is in apposition 
(naming) to “the dogs” or, in other words, we could translate: “the dogs, namely: those 
who practice magic arts, the sexually immoral, etc” The terms that compose the 
following list define who “the dogs” are. 
+ those who practice magic arts – these “sorcerers” try to take over God’s position of 
control and authority, especially over nature. They try (and ultimately fail) to compel 
the Almighty to do their will, rather than his own. 
+ the sexually immoral – Jesus said, “whoever looks at a woman lustfully has already 
commiFed adultery with her in his heart” [Maohew 5:28] In other words, this includes 
all people (single, married, divorced, separated) who break God’s plan for families in 
any way, including even thoughts. 
+ the murderers – Again, including hateful thoughts [1 John 2:11, 3:15], this list does not 
just include serial killers and “gross offenders” but any and all of us who have held 
sinful disdain for others (or even ourselves) in this world. 
+ the idolaters – This is the big one…as a first commandment issue, we fall into this 
category any time God doesn’t hold the supreme place in our hearts and lives…to this 
we all must plead guilty, and we would—without a doubt—fall into these categories, 
were it not for the cleansing blood of the Lamb washing our robes clean (This is another 
reason that I prefer the passive understanding for “who wash their robes” above)! 
+ and everyone who loves and practices falsehood – There are two options here: Either 
1) This is a fi�h category of those who are “dogs” or 2) 
This is an explanation only for the last option (anyone 
who loves lies has placed lies in the position as their 
“god”). In either case, the meaning is clear: those who 
cling to their sins rather than Christ at the time of 
Judgment face eternal damnation. 
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The I AM’s Closing Words 22:16 

- I, Jesus – Notice the same form as “I, John” just a few verses 
earlier…again, this is not to distinguish these words as a 
different source than the ones before, but to give a special 
comfort to those persecuted churches: Not only is my servant 
John concerned for your welfare, but I…your Lord and Savior, 
Jesus…am also deeply concerned for you! In fact, it’s for that 
very reason that I revealed this to John and sent him to you! 

+ have sent my angel – immediately refers to the angel speaking to John, secondarily 
refers to John bringing this message to the churches, and in a third way refers to 
whoever Jesus uses to bring this message to each of us. 

* to give you the testimony for the churches – a testimony is the same as a 
witness statement…it comes from an eye-witness and gives their own sight as 
proof to others.  

- I am the Root – Jesus was the one from whom David came. He’s the one from whom his 
authority derived…he’s the one who granted grace to turn a youngest-of-seven son from 
shepherd boy to king of Israel!  
- and [I am] the Offspring of David – At the same time, he’s also one who derives his (human) 
origin from David’s own line. This great paradox doesn’t make sense, but perfectly aligns with 
the aoributes that Jesus claims for himself as both true God and true man. 
- and [I am] the bright Morning Star – How appropriate then, in this concluding section where 
we are focused on the legitimacy of the Word (and its authority) to allude to 2 Peter 1:19, 
where the morning star rising in your hearts is proof of the prophetic word made more certain. 

The Spirit and the Church Agree 22:17 
Three Groups Speak, One Hears an Invitation 22:17  
- The Spirit and the bride – Both the One who builds and 
strengthens the Church, and the Church herself agree 
with the prophetic word and call for Christ’s return! 

+ say “Come”– First speaking… 
- let the one who hears – Blessed are those who hear the 
word of God and obey it [Luke 11:28]. ]Included in this 
are 1) members of the church, 2) unbelievers who will be 
brought in. 

+ say “Come” – Joining in the sentiment with the Church and the Spirit. 
- Let the one who is thirsty come – Like the woman at the well, the invitation extends to 
all who hear to receive that same water that flows down the center of the city! 

- Let the one who wishes take the free gi] of the water of life – The focus here is on the fact 
that this water has no cost. As was stated in the previous chapter [21:6], coincidentally also 
including the terms “Alpha and Omega” and “Beginning and End” [22:13]. 
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Two Warnings, an Assurance, and a Doxology 22:18-21 
The Two Warnings 22:18-19 
- I warn everyone who hears the words of the prophecy of this 
scroll – aka US! Whether this warning comes from John, from 
the angel, or directly from Christ himself is completely 
irrelevant. All that maoers is that we take the warning 
seriously, because—as we saw just a few verses earlier—the 
consequences for those who prioritize earthly pleasures over 
Christ’s forgiveness are quite severe! 

+ If anyone adds anything to them– Sometimes we have the temptation to “make the 
Bible more relevant” or to have it “speak to us in our time” …but the fact of the maoer 
is that God said all that he needed and wanted to say. It’s not as though the all-knowing 
Lord of heaven didn’t know the perils and temptations we would one day face (in fact, 
Hebrews 4:15 directly refutes that point). God doesn’t change [Malachi 3:6], and neither 
does his Word. In fact, both this and the verse that follows are explanations of a 
command that God—through Moses—gave in the Pentateuch (the first 5 books of the 
Bible). “Do not add to what I command you and do not subtract from it, but keep the 
commands of the LORD your God that I give you” [Deuteronomy 4:2]. We may still 
have some questions we want answered, but God has given us everything that we need 
to bring us home to heaven. 

* God will add to that person the plagues described in this scroll – The 
punishment fits the crime. If you hadn’t been paying aoention, the plagues in this 
book (whether Revelation or the entire Bible) are quite severe and no one in their 
right mind would opt for them, given the choice.  

+ And if anyone takes words away from this scroll of prophecy – The same concept is here, 
only in the reverse. Thomas Jefferson is o�en cited in this regard. He believed that his version 
of the New Testament “distilled the most sublime and benevolent code of morals which had 
never been offered to man” (according to the Smithsonian website). They continue on “Much 
of the material Jefferson elected not to include related miraculous events, such as the feeding 
of the multitudes with only two fish and five loaves of barley bread; he eschewed anything 
that he perceived as “contrary to reason.”” In other words, if he didn’t think it made sense he 
didn’t think it belonged in the Bible. In the above-right picture you can see a facsimile (replica) 
of Jefferson’s “Bible.” 

+ God will take away from that person – Just as we’ve seen many plagues and other 
difficulties which we would surely not want “added” to us, so we have seen many 
wonderful and beautiful things that we would not want “taken away” from us. Yet for 
someone who ignores/changes/disregards portions of Scripture that is the very thing 
that God promises will happen… 

* any share in the tree of life and in the Holy City – Both of the rewards 
described earlier in the chapter [v.14]. 
* which are described in this scroll – Whether Revelation or the whole Bible. 
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Christ’s Assurance 22:20 
- He who testifies to these things – Jesus himself had just 
personally reassured his people that he had not forgooen 
and would never forget them. Now he also puts his last 
“signature” on the leoer and for the third time in the 
span of about a dozen verses promises that he is coming 
back, and he will do so soon… 

+ says “Yes, I am coming soon” (#3) – How 
appropriate that this section includes the 3rd 
(number for God) occurrence of this promise that 
would (and did…and does) bring immense 
comfort for the people of God. No more weeping, 
no more tears, the great I AM is returning soon, 
and with him comes the reward he earned in our 
stead. No wonder John closes the book as he 
does…  

- Amen – “This is true” or “Yes, it will be so.” It comes 

from the Hebrew word for “truth” (emet ֶאֶמת) It makes 
a fioing close to our prayers because it shows that we agree in the truth of the promises 
professed and trust in God to fulfill and follower through. Join with John (and all the 
generations of Christians gone before us) saying: 
- Come, Lord Jesus – The focal phrase of both the Advent and End Time seasons of the church 
year (and also the opening to the common table prayer), this simple request expresses 1) faith 
in Christ as Savior, 2) trust in the sufficiency of his sacrifice, 3) urgency in reaching out to other 
before Christ’s return, and 4) anxious longing for Judgment Day to arrive soon and bring us 
home to heaven! 

John’s Doxology 22:21 
- The grace of the Lord Jesus – The “booom line” as well as the heart and core of every teaching 
in Scripture is God’s undeserved love for sinners, made manifest in the life, death, and 
resurrection of his Son. Through that grace we are assured that the victory is already won and 
now our waiting is just a temporary prelude to what we know is our eternal home. 
- be with God’s people – To all his hearers and readers, present and future, John reminds us 
that we are God’s people…with his name one day on our foreheads and his love ever in our 
hearts! Bought with Christ’s blood, we belong to him and we can confidently call him “Father” 
- Amen – See notes above…and thank you for a wonderful study! 
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