
 The Book of Revelation – Chapter 3: The Last Three Churches

The Church in Sardis – 3:1-6 
- Command to Write: [3:1a]  
- Description of the Speaker: [3:1b] The one who holds 
the seven spirits of God [1:4, Isaiah 11:2] and the seven 
stars [1:16; also John 10:28-29]. The congregation at 
Sardis seems to be in dire straits, so the comforting 
words that “the one who holds the seven spirits of 
God,” the same seven-fold Spirit who is before God's 
throne [1:4] also holds this congregation, even to its end. 
[Ezekiel's vision of the Valley of Dry Bones shows more of the Spirit's power Ezekiel 37:1-14] 
- Word(s) of Commendation: [3:4] (Delayed) You have a few people who have not “soiled their 
clothes.” [Isaiah 64:6] They will walk with me in white [“white” Isaiah 1:18, 61:10, linked to 
baptism Galatians 3:29, Revelation 7:14], for they are worthy. 
- Word of Criticism: [3:1c] You have a reputation of being alive, but you are dead! [] This point 
seems to indicate that the congregation looked “good” on the outside, yet inwardly was 
perishing. The comfort here is that the fact that Jesus is writing to this congregation indicates 
that the congregation has not yet completely died (anyone seen The Princess Bride? *cue Billy 
Crystal's Miracle Max voice: “They're only “mostly dead””) We see this all the time happening 
around us, where churches and religious groups “do so much” for their communities, yet if 
these so-called “good works” are not commanded by God, then are they really even good? 

Quote from Becker: “The criticism of Sardis is needed especially in our time, when the 
visible Christian church has become very activistic and is engaged in many efforts to 
improve social and economic and political conditions in the world. The church may, 
because of this activism, appear to be a living force in the world. But oben those efforts 
are linked with an indifference to doctrine and to the Lord's commandments in general. 
Works not motivated by the gospel are hardly complete before God. They lack the most 
necessary ingredient, love. And of what value are those works which God has not 
sanctioned or commissioned?”  
(Becker, 62) 

 - Admonition: [3:2-3] 
 +a) Wake up [Gethsemane Mafhew 26:41, Mark 14:38] again in v.3 as readiness against 
 a thief's approach [Luke 12:35-40, (esp. v.39); Mafhew 24:36-51 (esp. v.43)]  
 +b) Strengthen what remains and is about to die [John 15:5] (for I have not found your 
deeds  complete in the sight of my God [Ephesians 2:10])  
 +c) Remember what you have received and heard, obey it and repent [Luke 11:28,  
Proverbs 8:32, Luke 6:46-49, John 14:15-21] 
- Call to Hear: [3:6] (Reverse order) 
- Promise: [3:5] He who overcomes will, like them (v.4), be dressed in white. I will never blot 
out his name from the book of life [mentioned 7 times in Revelation 3:5, 13:8, 17:8, 20:12, 15, 
21:27, 22:19...also mentioned in Exodus 32:32-33 and Philippians 4:3], but will acknowledge his 
name before my Father and his angels [MaThew 10:32-33]. 
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The Church in Philadelphia – 3:7-13 
- Command to Write: [3:7a] 
- Description of the Speaker: [3:7b] Him who is holy and true (or “truly holy”) 
[see also 6:10], who holds the key of David (which is to say “What he opens no 
one can shut, and what he shuts no one can open”) [Quote from Isaiah 22:22, 
see also Revelation 1:18, Mafhew 16:19]. 
- Word of Commendation: [3:8-10] a) I have placed before you an open door 
that no one can shut (see v.7, for “open door” as mission opportunity see 1 
Corinthians 16:9 and 2 Corinthians 2:12). b) I will make those who are of the 

synagogue of Satan (who claim to be Jews though they are not, but are liars) come and fall 
down at your feet [Worship generally reserved for God – Mafhew 4:10, Luke 4:8, John 4:22] 
and acknowledge that I have loved you. c) You have kept my command to endure patiently, I 
will also keep you from the hour of trial [Mafhew 24:21-22] that is going to come upon the 
whole world [Mafhew 24:14] to test those who live on the earth. 
- NO Word of Criticism: Just like Smyrna, it is likely that they too are already facing their 
“hour of trial” that will soon “come upon the whole world” 
- Admonition: [3:11] Hold on to what you have, so that no one will take your crown [1 
Corinthians 9:24-27, 2 Timothy 4:7-8]. 
- Call to Hear: [3:13] (Reverse order) 
- Promise: [3:12] Him who overcomes I will make a pillar in the temple of my God. [The region 
in and around Philadelphia was prone to earthquakes, so a pillar in the temple of God that will 
remain steadfast would be a remarkably vivid picture for them] (Explanatory note: Never 
again will he leave it) I will write on him the name of my God and the name of the city of my 
God, the new Jerusalem, which is coming down out of heaven from my God; and I will also 
write on him my new name. (No longer servants, but the victors, brought through to the peace 
and serenity of heavenly glory!) 

The Church in Laodicea – 3:14-22 
- Command to Write: [3:14a] 
- Description of the Speaker: [3:14b] a) The 
“Amen” [Hebrew word (ָאֶמן) for “truth” John 1:14, 
14:6, 18:37], b) the faithful and true witness [see 1:5], 
c) the ruler of God's creation [John 1:3, Colossians 
1:16]. 
- NO Word of Commendation: The ONLY 
congregation where Jesus has nothing good to say 
about them...the congregation that is “hanging on by a thread” ...What does this have to say 
about false teaching intermingling with the Truth? 
- Word of Criticism: [3:15-17] I know your deeds (in a negative way, just like Sardis (3:1)! [2:2, 
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(2:9), 2:19, 3:8] a) you are neither cold nor hot = spiritual indifference (doctrinal indifference?) 
[This could really be one of two things: a) over-reliance on material wealth (this would tie-in 
with the quotation of our Savior in v.17) or b) a lack of understanding of their spiritual need... 
understanding the depth of our depravity in regards to the law, lends to our appreciation of 
the good news of the gospel] (I wish that you were either one or the other...because you are 
lukewarm I am about to spit you out of my mouth) b) You say “I am rich; I have acquired 
wealth and do not need a thing,” But you do not realize that you are wretched, pitiful 
[Ephesians 2:1], poor, blind [Not just physical, think of the hymn “Amazing Grace”], and 
naked [Mafhew 22:8-14 (esp. 11ff)]. 
- Admonition: [3:18-20] a) I counsel you to buy from me a1) gold refined in the fire [1 Peter 1:7] 
so you can become rich; and a2) white clothes [refer back to Sardis, 3:1-6] to wear, so you can 
cover your shameful nakedness; and a3) salve to put on your eyes [John 9, esp v.6, Mark 8:23], 
so you can see. b) Be earnest and repent [Here with the added caution that they are about to be 
spit from Jesus' mouth, v.16]! c) Here I am [1 Samuel 3:4, 6, 8, 15]! d) I stand at the door and 
knock [Acts 16:14, John 14:23] (What does this mean? What does this NOT mean?) 
- Call to Hear: [3:22] 
- Promise: [3:21] To him who overcomes, I will give the right to sit with me on my throne, just 
as I overcame and sat down with my Father on his throne [Mark 14:62, Revelation 1:7, 4:2ff]. 
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To Local Detail Image of Christ The Good The Bad Call to Repentance Promise

Ephesus  
(2:1-7)

False apostles 
and Nicolaitans 
are there

Holds the seven 
stars in his right 
hand; walks 
among the seven 
golden 
lampstands

Have 
endurance; 
cannot bear evil 
people; are not 
weary; hate the 
works of the 
Nicolaitans

Have left 
your first 
love

Repent, do first works 
or else I will remove 
your lampstand

I will grant to eat 
of the tree of life 
in the paradise of 
God

Smyrna 
(2:8-11)

Synagogue of 
Satan is there

The First and the 
Last, who was 
dead and came 
back to life

I know your 
suffering and 
poverty

Are afraid of 
suffering

Stop being afraid of 
coming suffering, 
poverty; be faithful to 
death and I will give 
you the crown of life

Will not be hurt 
by the second 
death

Pergamum 
(2:12-17)

Satan's throne is 
there. Satan lives 
there; Antipas 
was martyred 
there; the 
teachings of the 
Nicolaitans are 
there

Has the sharp 
two-edged sword

Hold on to my 
name; did not 
deny the faith 
even when 
Antipas was 
martyred

Some hold 
the teachings 
of Balaam 
(idolatry and 
immorality) 
and of the 
Nicolaitans

Repent, else I will war 
with the sword of my 
mouth

I will give of the 
hidden manna 
and a white stone 
and a secret name

Thyatira 
(2:18-29)

The so-called 
prophetess 
Jezebel is there; 
some there have 
known the depths 
of Satan

The Son of God, 
who has eyes like 
fire and feet like 
brass; searches 
thoughts and 
hearts

Have love, 
faith, service, 
endurance; your 
last works are 
more than your 
first works

Tolerate the 
so-called 
prophetess 
Jezebel, who 
teaches 
people to 
commit 
sexual 
immorality 
and eat 
idolatrous 
food

Repent of adultery 
with Jezebel; her 
children will be killed; 
the faithful must hold 
fast to what they have

I will give 
authority to rule 
the nations with 
an iron scepter 
and will give the 
morning star

Sardis 
(3:1-6)

Have a reputation 
of being alive, 
but are dead

Has the seven 
Spirits of God 
and the seven 
stars.

A few have not 
polluted their 
garments; are 
worthy to be 
dressed in white

I know your 
works; have 
a reputation 
of being 
alive but are 
dead

Repent; keep what 
you received; watch, 
lest I return as a thief

Will be dressed in 
white; I will not 
remove his name 
from the book of 
life; I will 
confess his name 
before my Father 
and his angels

Philadelphia 
(3:7-13)

Have an open 
door for 
evangelism; Jews 
from the 
synagogue of 
Satan will 
acknowledge that 
I have loved you

The holy and true 
One, who has the 
key of David and 
who opens and 
closes

I have placed 
before you an 
open door; have 
kept my Word 
and not denied 
my name

Have but a 
little power 
to take 
advantage of 
open doors, 
opportunities 
to serve

Hold on to what you 
have; I will protect 
you during the testing 
of all the earth; I am 
coming quickly

I will place him 
as a pillar in 
God's temple; I 
will write on him 
God's name, the 
name of God's 
city and my new 
name
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Laodicea 
(3:14-22)

Are worldly 
wealthy, but 
spiritually poor, 
naked, and blind

The Amen, the 
faithful and true 
witness, the 
source of the 
creation of God

Lukewarm; 
do not know 
own 
wretchedness

I am about to spit you 
out; repent and 
receive purification 
and healing from me; 
I knock at the door; if 
anyone opens, I will 
enter and eat with him

I will grant to sit 
with me on my 
throne

!5


