
 The Book of Revelation – Chapter 5: The Seven-Sealed Scroll (Vision 2 of 7) continued

The Seven-Sealed Scroll – 5:1-5 
- In the right hand (different vision from 1:16, 2:1) 
- a scroll – The words on this scroll are established. They 
are marked down and cannot be changed, no maBer 
what the external circumstances around the seven 
churches might seem to indicate. This is a maBer set in 
stone, which means that there is no cause for them to 
worry or fear, because God already has their future in 
the palm of his right hand. 

+Writing on both sides – Generally you would only have writing on the one side, but 
the fact that there is writing on the outside of the scroll would give bits and pieces, 
visions of what is wriBen, though the complete picture would remain secret until those 
seals had been removed. 
+Sealed with seven seals – How the scroll was sealed is not the main question here 
(remember the jasper and carnelian from 4:3), but the much bigger one is why this scroll 
was sealed, although that too has been answered. Back in the first chapter, in the first 
vision, John let us know that he was going to write about the future [1:19]. As the 
chapters continue, we will hear what is revealed as those seals are removed, but until 
that time, we are leT with the truth of what is to come leT hidden. 

-A mighty angel ...aren't they all? Perhaps this is one of the four living creatures from the 
previous chapter, though that is unlikely given their designation in v.8 is the same as in 
chapter 4. This could also refer to the archangel Michael [Daniel 10:13, 21, 12:1, Jude 1:9, and 
Revelation 12:7-9], who is like the “military commander” of God's angelic forces.  1 
Thessalonians 4:16 also seems to lend credence to this understanding (especially with the 
reference to the loud voice, and the subject maBer of comfort). 
-Who is worthy to break the seals? [4:11, 5:9-10, 12] No human being (or in all creation, see 
below) is worthy, and this  
-1) in heaven, 2) on earth, 3) under the earth (3-fold division of creation) in other words, 
anything and anyone (rather, nothing and no one) in the created universe can open this scroll. 

+A brief aside on “under the earth” – The Jewish understanding of the way that the 
world was made consisted of three parts: the heavens (in Genesis 1:6-8, these are the 
waters above the expanse), the earth (which came out of the waters below the expanse, 
Genesis 1:9-10), and finally “under the earth” refers to the place known as Sheol or the 
place of the dead (we oTen see it in English translations as “the grave” or “the pit”).  
Another way you might understand what God is saying here is that nothing in the 
heavens, or on earth—living or dead—is able to open these seals.  

- no one...could open the scroll or even look inside it – The past is for our learning [Romans 
15:4], we are living in the present, but the future belongs to God. ABempts that we might make 
to figure out what will be—apart from what pieces he reveals to us in his Word—are all 
condemned by God and will not bring us any greater satisfaction [Revelation 22:15]. 
-I wept and wept (the repetition intensifies the action) 
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-Do not weep! (Similar to the traditional angelic greeting “Do not be afraid!”) This is the same 
form as the announcement that Jesus gave to the widow at Nain [Luke 7:13]...which is to say 
that he wasn't telling her “Hey, stop crying!” but rather “You have no more reason for your 
tears” And that reason is... 
-The Lion of the Tribe of Judah (also a Lamb, v.6) When Jacob (Israel) was blessing his children, 
he was the first to use this imagery in his prophecy about his son, Judah [Genesis 49:9-10]. A 
lion is a very dangerous animal to ally with due to the immense power and potential for 
devastating damage...yet when that power is used to defend you rather than aBack you, that 
same power that caused your fears also removes them (...sound familiar?) This is one of the 
reasons that C. S. Lewis chose to portray Aslan as a mighty lion in the Chronicles of Narnia.  
-The Root of David (usually Jesse, see Isaiah 11:1-10) Generally speaking, Jesus is referred to as 
the one who came FROM David's line, but here John (or rather, “one of the elders”) turns that 
image around and states an equally true fact about Christ...that he is also the source or root of 
David. He is—at one and the same time—both David's son and David's Lord [MaBhew 
22:44-45] 

The Lamb and the Elders – 5:6-10 
-A Lamb – Immediately we think of John 1:29 “Look, the Lamb of 
God, who takes away the sin of the world” This is also the first of 
26 (!) references to Jesus as the Lamb in Revelation alone. 

+Looking as if it had been slain – The main purpose of 
lambs in Scripture and the main point of reference that 
John's readers would see is the sacrificial lamb. 
Throughout the Old Testament  there are numerous 1

references of this and that is certainly also true of Christ 
[John 1:29, 36, Acts 8:32, 1 Corinthians 5:7, 1 Peter 1:19]. 
+Standing in the center of the throne – Along with the 
Father and the Holy Spirit, all three persons in the Trinity 
are of equal power and authority. Though our 
understanding of this concept will never be complete on 
this side of heaven, John gives us useful glimpses that help 
our understanding. 
+Seven horns and seven eyes (which are the seven spirits 
[or sevenfold Spirit] of God sent out into the earth) – We 
have covered (several times) already that seven is the number of the covenant between 
God and the earth, and so this has to do with how the Lamb works with us here.  

The horns are indicative of power and refuge. The 4 horns of the altar were 
the corners, and they were a place to which a person could flee, to 
throw themselves on the mercy of God in flight from vengeful people 

 Exodus 12:1-24, Leviticus 1:10, 4:32, 14:13, 17:11, 22:27, 23:5-8, 12, Deuteronomy 17:1, Isaiah 53:71
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[Exodus 27:2, 29:12, 1 Kings 1:50].  
The eye symbolism is familiar and deals with how God's eye is on the righteous and his ear is 
aBentive to our cries [Job 36:7, Psalm 34:15, 1 Peter 3:12].  

We have already seen this designation of sevenfold Spirit for the Holy Spirit 3 times 
[1:4, 3:1, 4:5] this is the final appearance of that name in the Bible. The Holy Spirit is sent 
out by both the Father and the Son [Luke 24:49, John 14:26, 15:26, 16:7, Galatians 4:6, 1 
Peter 1:11]. This is as much a sign of equal authority as taking the scroll from God's 
hand or standing with him in the center of the throne.  
+Took the scroll from [God's] right hand – Again a symbol of the equality between the 
Father and the Son, but leads into the “worthy” songs that are to follow. 

-The four living creatures [4:6b-8] – Refer to the previous chapter for more details 
-The twenty-four elders 

+Fell down before the Lamb (worship and reverence)  2

+Each had a harp (so THAT's where that idea comes from!) 
+holding golden bowls full of incense (which are the prayers of the saints) – (not the 
same “bowls” as ch.16) 
+Sang a “new song” - In the Old Testament (especially the Psalms) we hear about “new 
songs” oTen [Psalm 33:3, 40:3, 96:1, 98:1, 144:9, 149:1, and Isaiah 42:8]. To quote Dr 
Siegbert Becker: “The gospel as good news calls for a new song on the part of those who 
have received the blessings of the new covenant [Jeremiah 31:31-34]” (Becker, 97). The 
newness of the song is in its presentation...again with the seals about to be opened, the 
song indicates why this one is worthy to open it and to reveal the things which are yet 
to come. The actual content and performance of the song is not really new or novel, 
since the angels in heaven have been singing God's praise from their creation.   

-You are worthy 1) to take and 2) to open its seals – 2's tend to point to Christ (his Word is 
divided into Law and Gospel, he is the Alpha and the Omega, he is both true God and true 
man). The first point had already been made clear from v.7-8 and the second point was alluded 
to in v.5, though now it becomes clear that v.5 is speaking about the Lamb (which we 
suspected, but now is printed in black and white) 

+Why? 1) because you were slain 2) with your blood you purchased men [people] for 
God – Notice again that there are only 2 points here, reminding us of Christ's dual 
nature. 
+From where? 1) every tribe and 2) (every) language and 3) (every) people and 4) (every) 
nation – This designation and the ones parallel to it appear seven times in Revelation: 
5:9, 7:9, 10:11, 11:9, 13:7, 14:6, and 17:15... and along with the 4 winds [7:1] it forms the 
basis for our understanding 4's in Revelation as pointing to the earth, specifically the 
whole earth. 

-You have made them: 1) a kingdom and 2) priests to serve our God and 3) they will reign on 
the earth – God had always intended humanity to be the “crown of his creation” [Genesis 1:28, 

  Psalm 72:11, Matthew 2:11, 4:9, 17:6, 18:26, 26:39, Mark 5:22, 14:35, Luke 5:12, 8:41, 17:16, John 11:32, Acts 10:25, 1 2

Corinthians 14:25, and Revelation 5:8, 14, 7:11, 11:16, 19:4, 22:8
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Psalm 8], but through the work of Christ (the fulfillment of Psalm 8), God has established that 
kingdom among us (just look at all the parables of Jesus that deal with the “kingdom of God/
heaven” ). 1 Peter 2:9 shows how we are a “royal priesthood” succinctly uniting all three 3

concepts in one two-word term.   

***This does NOT refer to a literal, millennial (1000 year) reign on the current earth [which is 
drawn from one verse in Revelation 20:6...remember, literal vs literalistic], but note “you have 
made them” and so rather points to our current situation (yes, we ARE reigning now, and so 
were those 7 persecuted churches under Roman rule), which will continue into eternity to the 
new heavens and new earth [21:1ff]. A beBer translation would be: “And they will continue to 
rule on the earth” Becker explains: 
“This is a statement that called for great faith on the part of the Christians who read the book 
of Revelation in John's day. They were being persecuted. The Roman government was 
confiscating their property, exiling them from their homes and puBing many of them to death. 
They were undergoing tremendous hardships, and their enemies appeared to have the upper 
hand. Yet John reminds them that they are kings, that they will continue to reign on the earth 
as they learn more and more to walk by faith and not by sight [2 Corinthians 5:7].” (Becker, 99) 

Two Songs to the Lamb – 5:11-14 

-...and heard the voice of many angels 
+numbering thousands upon thousands and ten 
thousand times ten thousand – In  other words, 
it's an uncountable, incomprehensible number. 

-They encircled the throne and the living creatures 
and the elders (perhaps describing the scene 
“geographically” with concentric circles much like 
Acts 1:8) 

-Song #1 (of the heavenly hosts) 
+Worthy is the Lamb who was slain – Points back to Christ's work as the sacrificial and 
substitutiary Lamb of God (See the notes above on “worthy”). 
+To receive 1) power and 2) wealth and 3) wisdom and 4) strength and 5) honor and 6) 
glory and 7) praise – 7 terms that can be broken down into three categories (the last of 
which contains three terms).  
A) There are two terms for Christ's might: power and strength, both of which contrast 
the humility with which he went through his earthly life and agree with Christ's own 
words in MaBhew 28:18 “All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me”  
B) There are two terms for Christ's riches: wealth and wisdom, again which point to the 
difference between his life on earth [Luke 9:58 and 2 Corinthians 8:9] and the absolute 

 Matthew 13:31-32, 33-35, 44, 45-46, 47-50, 52, Mark 4:26-293
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opposite that he receives in heaven.  
C) Finally there are three terms that describe Christ's adoration: honor and glory and 
praise, for a third time contrasting the shame and disgrace that Christ experienced 
while he walked on earth, with the constant praises being expressed for all eternity in 
heaven. 

-Every creature 1) in heaven and 2) on earth and 3) under the earth and 4) on the sea – This 4th 
term seems to be added intentionally to emphasize that this is every creature on earth, or in 
other words every created being. 
[5) and all that is in them...not really part of the same series (notice the different phrasing)] 
This further enhances that last point that this is every creature, rather than adding a 5th area. 

-Song #2 (of every creature on earth) 
+1) To him who sits on the throne and 2) to the Lamb – twofold description, again 
emphasizing Christ, since he is the one who is about to open those seals. 
+Be 1) praise and 2) honor and 3) glory and 4) power – fourfold description, which 
seems a bit out of place, until we realize that this is the song coming from the earth (see 
notes above) 
+For ever and ever! 

-Amen – We close our prayers with “amen” for good reason. The word comes from the Hebrew 
word for “truth” [ָאֶמן] and gives assent that we are in agreement with everything spoken in 
the prayer and that it is true. 
-The elders fell down and worshiped (I thought that already happened: 4:9-10?!) This worship 
is continually happening before the throne of God, and John is showing by his repetition (for 
emphasis) just how important and prominent that worship and praise is. 
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