
 The Book of Revelation – Chapter 6: The Seven-Sealed Scroll (Vision 2 of 7) continued

The Four Horsemen of the Apocalypse – 6:1-8 
- “come” or “come and see” (v.1, 3, 5, and 7)? Some 
manuscripts include an additional word “and see” 
in these verses. This would indicate that the living 
creatures were calling to John to “come and see” 
what was about to happen rather than calling the 
horsemen to “come [forth]” The reason that the 
editors went with this variant is that if the living 
creatures had been speaking to John, why would 
they not have continued their invitations for the 5th-7th seals? Since we have no variants there 
(in fact, no invitation/command at all) it seems best that these words are directed at the 
horsemen who only appear in the first 4 seals. 
 —Brief discussion on textual variants— 

- SEAL #1: [v.1-2] The rider on a white horse 
- Who is this rider? Ultimately we cannot say for sure, but here are a few options: 

+ Christ – This is the interpretation that Becker favors (105-107). He cites that the color 
“white” is used throughout the book as a color of innocence and holiness.  He shows 
how the intervening chapters between here and the appearance of a second white rider 
[19:11ff] build a number of victories over his foes until the ultimate victory near the end 
of the book. This also debunks an observation that others have noted in the difference in 
the crown (στέφανος – stephanos, singular) here and crowns (διαδήµατα – diademata, 
plural) in chapter 19, since through his many victories the rider has earned many more 
crowns. This interpretation would contrast the following horsemen and offer a comfort 
to those about to face “trials of many kinds” [James 1:2] 
+ False-christ – There are striking parallels between here and Mahhew 24, where Jesus 
explains to his disciples “the sign of [his] coming and of the end of the age” [Mahhew 
24:3] The first “bullet points” in that list are: “Watch out that no one deceives you. For 
many will come in my name saying, 'I am the Christ,' and will deceive many.” (See also 
24:23-28). This interpretation has many draws, since the other 3 horsemen all carry 
negative effects with them, the rider seems to be imitating Jesus, indicating that he is 
appearing as “Christ” (either false or true), and the parallels with Mahhew 24 seem too 
strong to ignore.  
+ Worldwide preaching of the gospel – [Mahhew 24:14] 

- had a bow – In chapter 19, Christ (the rider on the white horse) is armed with a sword 
instead, in either case, the coming one is a conqueror. The Messiah's “arrows are 
sharp” [Psalm 45:5] in the heart of his enemies. 
- was given a crown – In 5 (or 6) of the 7 seals (1-2 [maybe 3], 4-5, and 7) something is given. 
I'm not sure that this is entirely an important detail, but it does show that these horsemen, 
saints and angels are NOT taking things for themselves (whether for judgment or comfort) but 
rather are receiving all things from God [James 1:17].  

!1



 The Book of Revelation – Chapter 6: The Seven-Sealed Scroll (Vision 2 of 7) continued

The crown indicates that this rider has some kind of authority, which in the case of Christ is 
clearly true [Mahhew 28:18], but all it takes is a brief look at Pilate to see that God has allowed 
this authority to earthly rulers as well [John 18:36, 19:11]. 
- went out conquering and to conquer – In either case (whether this horseman is true Christ or 
false), this conquering action happens through the words of the horseman. Either it is the 
deceptive words of the false Christ [flaming arrows of the evil one, Ephesians 6:16] , or the 
sword of the Spirit [Ephesians 6:17, Hebrews 4:12] that comes from the Word-made-flesh [John 
1:14] himself. 

-SEAL #2: [v.3-4] a rider on a fiery red horse – War 
- Another parallel with Jesus' words: “And you will hear of wars and rumors of wars, but see 
to it that you are not alarmed. Such things must happen, but the end is still to come. Nation 
will rise against nation, and kingdom against kingdom.” [Mahhew 24:6-7a] 
- This particular color of “red” (Greek: πυρρός, pyrros) is only seen one other time in 
Revelation, in 12:3 with the appearance of the “great red dragon,” a picture for Satan. A similar 
color is listed as the breastplate color of the frightening horsemen that come along with the 6th 
trumpet call [9:17]. Different shades of red also appear in connection to wickedness and great 
sin [17:3-4, 18:16...see also Isaiah 1:18]. 
-was given power to take peace from the earth and to make men slay each other – Our next 
“was given” phrase in the vision of the seals [6:2, 4, 8, 11, 8:2]. Both “powers” that are given are 
synonyms of war. Wars will continue to the end of time, because sinful humans are never 
satisfied with what we have been given...we always thirst for more, for beher, for power over 
all others. 
- To him was given a large sword – The sword is not only a weapon of war, but is also the sign 
of earthly authority given to government [Romans 13:4]. 

-SEAL #3: [v.5-6] a rider on a black horse – Famine 
- More parallels with Jesus' end times predictions: “There will be 
famines and earthquakes in various places. All these are the 
beginning of birth pains.” [Mahhew 24:7b-8] 
- its rider was holding a pair of scales in his hand – Scales were 
commonly used to measure out both the quantity of goods (1 quart 
of wheat or 3 quarts of barley) and also the money to pay for it. The 
shopkeeper would have “standards” that they would weigh against 
each until they balanced, indicating that the correct amount had 
been tendered.  
- [No mention of what this rider “was given” unless that would be 
the scales] 
- I heard what seemed to be a voice – This is what we might refer to as a “voiceover” in today's 
terms. This particular voice belongs to a merchant who seems to be offering a “sale,” though 
we'll see that there's nothing cheap about this clearance... 
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- quart of wheat for a day's wages and three quarts of barley for a day's wages – Both are 
exorbitant prices...only those who are super rich would even be able to afford sustenance, 
much less luxury.  
- do not damage the oil and the wine! – To “damage” here is what some would do in order to 
extend their stocks in times of such shortage. When supplies are short and business even 
shorter, it would be extremely tempting to mix some other substance in with the more 
valuable. With supplies thus “damaged,” the shopkeeper would be able to make more money 
in spite of the shortage of supplies they were facing. But God indicates that even in these times 
of extreme need, dishonesty is still not allowed. 

-SEAL #4: [v.7-8] a rider on a pale horse – Death  
- “pale” here actually comes from the Greek word for “green” (χλορος, chloros...chlorophyll) 
Greek doctors would use this term to describe people who were sick, and you can think of 
cartoons where someone is shown as “seasick” or “ill” by turning their face green. The 
connection here is to the disease that he brings...he brings widespread disease/pestilence. 
- One more link to Jesus' words to his disciples (and still “in order”): “Then you will be handed 
over to be persecuted and put to death, and you will be hated by all nations because of me.” 
- Its rider's name was Death (no confusion on interpretation here!) – Here we have the first 
rider named of the four, and he happens to be the last one as well. With Death personified, it is 
clear that this rider comes bringing death in his wake. 
- Hades was following close behind him – In addition to the devastation of death that came, 
this rider was also accompanied by another, Hades. This is the Greek term for both the god of 
the underworld, and the underworld itself...in other words: hell. The implication is clear: many 
people were going to die, and not just in this life, but also eternally. 
- They were given power – They (referring to both personified Death and Hades) instead of he, 
and our usual “were given.” It's interesting that while Death's power is absolute, his power is 
still limited to a portion of the population.  
- over a fourth of the earth – While a significant amount (Today alone, this would be more than 
1.75 billion people), it is still limited. We will see future prophecies where a larger portion is  
- to kill... 

+ by sword – Again, think of both war and government (see above). The original 
readers/listeners would be very familiar with this particular death. 
+ famine and plague (literally death) – These seem to be pointing more to “natural” 
ways of dying, as in people have no control over these circumstances, yet they are still 
unusual ways for someone to perish, especially such a huge number of people. 
+ the wild beasts of the earth – This is a bit of a crossover between the two previous 
categories. On the one hand, these beasts are completely out of peoples' control (hence 
the term “wild”), but again, thinking of those original recipients, Roman emperors liked 
to “entertain” their subjects by pihing Christians against exotic wild animals. This is 
also closely connected to what is coming in the next section... 

The Souls Under the Altar – 6:9-14 
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-SEAL #5: [v.9-11] The Martyrs under the Altar of God  
-Read Mahhew 24:9, 15-22 [and subsequently Daniel 9:27] –  While at first glance this section may 
not appear terribly related the subject at hand, those that were put to death are these who are 
under the altar of God. The faithful witnesses who have been killed by this particular abomination. 

- I saw under the altar – This particular “altar” refers to the 
altar of incense (not the one in the Tabernacle, nor in the 

Temple, since both had been destroyed by the time of 
John's lehers). The writer to the Hebrews tells us how both of 
those were “shadows” of the true items in heaven [Hebrews 9]. 
With this particular position in mind, it is clear that these souls 
are there offering prayers (hence the incense) on behalf of 
those who have not yet been martyred and have not yet joined 
the number of those blessed saints. 

- the souls of those who had been slain because of the word 
of God and the testimony they maintained – This is the very definition of the Theology of the 
Cross. As a consequence of being faithful witnesses and speaking God's Word, these believers 
faced opposition, which ultimately ended int the ending of their lives. Yet, they received their 
reward at a later time from God himself as they received those white robes (see below). 
- “How long...until you judge the inhabitants?” – Common question among believers who are 
being persecuted (especially in the Psalms) .  Also commonly used in reference to sinful activity , 1 2

though that is usually from God (or his prophets) addressed to his people, not vice versa as it is 
here. 
- Sovereign Lord, holy and true – “Sovereign Lord” is a designation for God that is used almost 300 
times in Scripture (almost 200 of which are in the book of Ezekiel).  The only 4 New Testament 
references are Luke 2:29, in Simeon's Song; Acts 4:24 when the disciples pray for boldness in the 
face of secular opposition; 2 Peter 2:1 in reference to false teachers who deny the God who bought 
them (with his holy, precious blood 1 Peter 1:17-19) and here. 
The fact that he is both “holy” and “true” both refer to aspects of God that only belong to him. The 
wonderful thing about them both is that they have been conferred to us by that same gracious 
God. He gives us that holiness by removing our sin from us, and clothing us in his white robes (see 
below) that cover our impurities, and show only his perfection. The truth of God is revealed most 
fully in Christ, who not only taught the truth [John 18:38] and would guide us by his Spirit into all 
truth [John 16:13] but is the way, the Truth, and the Life himself [John 14:6]. 
- ...and avenge our blood – God knew that injustice had been done to his people, he knew that it 
wasn't fair that they endured what they did, and he would not leave them without a defender and 
avenger. God himself would bring that vengeance [Romans 12:19, Deuteronomy 32:35-36]. What is 
sad is that the earthly government that was making those believers into martyrs had been tasked 
with being God's avenging arm [Romans 13:4], a tragic abuse of God-given power. 
- each of them was given a white robe – The final “was given” 

 Psalm 6:3; 13:1, 2; 35:17; 62:3; 74:9, 10; 79:5; 80:4; 82:2; 89:46; 90:13; 94:3; 119:84; Isaiah 6:11; Jeremiah 12:4; 47:6; Daniel 1

8:13; 12:6; Habakkuk 1:2; Zechariah 1:12

 Exodus 10:3, 7; 16:28; Numbers 14:11, 27; Joshua 18:3; 1 Samuel 1:14; 16:1; 2 Samuel 2:26; 1 Kings 18:21; Job 8:2; 19:2; Psalm 2

4:2; Proverbs 1:22; 6:9; Ecclesiastes 6:3; Jeremiah 4:14; 13:27; 23:26; 31:22; Hosea 8:5; Matthew 17:17; Mark 9:19; Luke 9:41
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phrase of the chapter, and second-to-last in the vision. These are the same robes in which the 24 
elders were dressed, and are explained later in the book [Revelation 7:13-14].  
- ...wait a liSle longer... – God's timeline differs from our own, but here he assures those saints that 
even based on our understanding of time, it would still not be long.  
- until the number of their fellow servants and brothers who were to be killed as they had been had 
been completed  - This brings up another important distinction...while God knows the number of 
those who were to be martyred and even knows when and how they will be killed, he is not 
responsible for those deaths, but rather the sinful hands of the people that kill them bear the sole 
weight of responsibility. This is the difference between foreknowledge (knowing that something 
will happen) and foreordaining (willing something to happen). 

-SEAL #6: [v.12-14]  Signs in the skies and on the Earth 
- Mahhew 24:29 (v. 30-31 refer to the 7th seal, which leads directly into the sounding of the 7 
trumpets) –  
- [Again, no mention of something “being given”] 
- a great earthquake – Jesus' words reflect this very same sign, and we feel these all around us 
(though not as much in Wisconsin as other parts of the world). Those are all signs of this single, 
great earthquake that is so powerful that even islands are moved (see below)! 
- the sun turned black like sackcloth made of goat hair – the word for “black” here is used as the 
opposite of white [Mahhew 5:36] and is translated as “ink” in a few other places [2 Corinthians 3:3, 
2 John v.12, 3 John v.13]. Sackcloth is a symbol of mourning and especially repentance, and was 
o�en accompanied by ashes [Job 16:15, Mahhew 11:21]. As far as the color of the sackcloth made of 

“goat hair” though it is mentioned many other times [Exodus 25:4; 
26:7; 35:6, 23, 26; 36:14; Numbers 31:20; 1 Samuel 19:13, and 16] 
none of them really helps to clarify the exact color, but this is more 
than a mere eclipse.  

- the whole moon turned blood red – Joel prophesied in this way 
about the “Day of the LORD” [Joel 2:30-31] and though there are 
different fulfillments of other days of the Lord (most notably, Good 
Friday) this one seems to point to the last day as it . 

- the stars of the sky fell to earth (as late figs drop from the fig tree 
when shaken by a strong wind) – Why use figs for this illustration? Well, if there was still any 
doubt that this section parallels Mahhew 24, see v. 32-35 for your answers.  
- the sky receded like a scroll, rolling up – While the picture is clear, the idea of the sky rolling up 
in this way is a rather unnerving thought. This is a nod to Isaiah's apocalyptic close to his “Woe” 
chapters where God brings his promised vengeance [Isaiah 34, especially v.4]. This in respect to 
God's words to “wait a liSle longer” made to those souls under the altar [v.11]. To the hand of 
God, the vastness of the heavens are nothing more than a parchment rolled out [20:11, 21:1].  
- every mountain and island was removed from its place – Clearly the events of this day and this 
particular earthquake are more forceful than any that we have ever experienced...if all those 
previous portents that this was the Last Day were not clear enough, now it had become impossible 
to deny. This will become clearer still when the reaction of the ungodly is clarified in the next few 
verses. 
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The Fear of the Earth – 6:15-17 
- Then [they]...hid in caves and among the rocks of the mountains – Note that there are 7 
classifications listed below: 

+ the kings of the earth – Highest in authority, their word was essentially law, but in the face 
of God's judgment are no different from any other person. 
+ the princes – They would inherit the authority of the king, in the event of his death, yet 
here they are placed on the same plane as “slaves” and “free(d) men” 
+ the generals – As the commanders of armies, they had immense strength in their word (for 
an example, look at the Centurion [Luke 7:1-10]) yet, before the Lord Sabbaoth (or “Lord of 
Armies”) their word was silenced by fear.  
+ the rich – Money can buy a lot of different things, and having lots of money general 
implies that you have a significant amount of power and influence as well...but not here (If 
you need a different example, look what happened to Simon [Acts 8:9-24]) 
+ the mighty – Physical strength allows a person to push others around (both figuratively 
and o�en literally as well), but is sapped entirely before the one who created them out of 
the dust. 
+ every slave – Those who did physical labor all day would still have some amount of 
power, though their influence would be all but nonexistent. No class of person is exempt 
because God's judgment is not based on class, but on faith. 
+ every free(d) man – Seems to complete the understanding that this judgment includes all 
people, no maher what authority, wealth, influence, or status [Romans 3:23]. 

- “Fall on us [Hosea 10:8, Luke 23:30] and hide us” – Gehing caught in an avalanche is a preferable 
fate to facing the divine judgment of God [Zechariah 1:14-18]. 
- from the face of him who sits on the throne and from the wrath of the Lamb – God and Christ are 
mentioned distinctly (though they are one with the Spirit as well), this refutes those who think of 
Christ as only “loving” and never bringing any kind of judgment. 
- For the great day of their wrath has come, who can stand? [Also in Revelation 14:10, 19; 15:1, 7; 
16:1; 19:15]
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