
 The Book of Revelation  – Chapter 7: The 144,000 (Vision 2 of 7) interrupted 

The Church on Earth – 7:1-8 
- The Four Angels – 7:1-3 
- After this I saw  – not chronological, in that the events of 
7:1-8 do not take place after  the events of 6:12-16, but rather 
that the vision that John sees in 7:1-8 is immediately after 
what he had seen in 6:12-16. Keeping this distinction clear 
will be especially important later. 
- four  angels standing at the  four  corners of the  earth 
holding back the  four  winds of the  earth  to prevent any (1) 
wind  from blowing (2) on the land or (3) on the sea or (4) 
on any tree  – This is one of the passages in Revelation that makes it inescapably clear that the 
number 4 throughout the rest of the book refers to the earth. All the fours here are an emphasis 
that this is a reference to those that are still on earth.  Later in the chapter we will be 
transported back to the throne room of God, where we will see an even greater and more 
incomprehensible number of people gathered. 
- then I saw  – see above note on v.1 
- another angel  coming  from the east  – In addition to the 4 holding back the winds, an angel 
approached “from the east” which is to say from the direction of Jerusalem and generally 
associated with God (both the Tabernacle and the Temple were constructed with their 
orientation toward the east). In much the same way that nearly all our maps are orientated 
toward the north, east was the “default direction” for Jewish people. 
- having the  seal  of the living God  –  Along with a further emphasis of this intermission's 
connection to the surrounding vision of the “Seven Seals,” {Revelation 4-8] this idea of being 
sealed as God's own is seen especially in the letters of Paul and Peter [Romans 4:11, 1 
Corinthians 9:2, 2 Corinthians 1:22, Ephesians 1:13, 4:30, 2 Timothy 2:19, 1 Peter 2:9, 3:21]. This 
is the same verb of “sealing” used in reference to Jesus' tomb as a consideration for the Jewish 
leaders [Matthew 27:66] as well as Paul's letter to the Romans [Romans 15:28 ]. See below for 1

more details and connections. 
-...to the  four  angels who had been given  power to harm the land and the sea  – Another 
reference to the 4. More on this “harm” and destruction in the following verses and chapters. 
- “Do not harm (1) the land or (2) the sea or (3) the trees [(4) with the wind]  – One last 
reference to the earth (4), and here we hear that those “winds” that are being held back are 
highly destructive and so the reason for their restraint makes more sense! 
- until we put a  seal on the foreheads  of the servants of our God  – Another reference to 
sealing, which is the signal for the destruction to follow. To understand this picture more fully, 
we look back to the Old Testament prophets, in particular, Ezekiel: In Ezekiel 9[:1-10] God 
commissions several executioners to sweep through Jerusalem killing whomever they met 
because of the idolatry of the city...however, before that was to take place another was sent 
through the city with a pen and ink to mark those who were repentant and repulsed by the 
actions of their neighbors. This “sealed” them as God's people and spared them from 
destruction.  
- The 144,000 – 7:4-8  
- The number  – While we've had many numbers 
here, we haven't yet had a reference highlighting the 
number itself. In this case, many over-interpret this 

1 Most English translations have the word “delivered” here, but really the Greek should be translated: “placed the seal upon” 
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detail and take it as a literal 144,000...but the context around makes this an impossibility, 
especially in reference to their specific understanding (that is, that only 144,000 “true 
believers” will go to heaven).  
- ...of those who were sealed  – A reminder that God knows all those who are his, and even 
though the outward circumstances may seem dire or deadly, nothing in the world can remove 
that seal. 
- 144,000  – Time for a little math: We have already talked about how 10 is the number for 
completeness. In this case, that completeness is emphasized by using 10 to the 3rd power: 1000. 
For each of the 12 tribes of Israel that are listed, there are 12,000 people mentioned. We have 
seen 12 a few other times as the number for the church (12 apostles and 12 tribes of Israel), 
though this is the clearest “proof” of that understanding. 
- from all the tribes of Israel  – Yes, this includes people from each of the tribes, even those 
that had been long-since sent into exile. God knows his own and regardless of how distantly 
they were scattered his Word brings in those who are his and marks their foreheads (for a 
counter-example, see Revelation 13:17-18). 
- A few differences with other lists:  

1) Judah listed 1st...Though Judah was the 4th of Jacob's sons—through his first wife, 
Leah—he was “first” by nature of being the one with the honor of bearing the blessing 
of the line of the Messiah. This is a nod toward that truth that John's readers/listeners 
would not be likely to miss. 
2) Though Joseph's sons are normally listed in his stead (and in place of Levi), both 
Joseph and Levi are listed here, while Ephraim and Dan are not listed at all. 
3)There are actually a few other “order” differences:  
[Birth number, name, (Revelation order) Mother's name, birth order by mother] 
1) Reuben (2/12) Leah 1/6 
2) Simeon (7/12) Leah 2/6 
3) Levi (8/12) Leah 3/6 
4) Judah (1/12) Leah 4/6 
5) Dan (not listed) Bilhah 1/2 
(Rachel) 
6) Naphtali (5/12) Bilhah 2/2 (Rachel) 

7) Gad (3/12) Zilpah 1/2 (Leah) 
8) Asher (4/12) Zilpah 2/2 (Leah) 
9) Issachar (9/12) Leah 5/6 
10) Zebulun (10/12) Leah 6/6 
11) Joseph (11/12) Rachel 1/2 [Sons: 
Ephraim (not listed) & Manasseh (6/12)] 
12) Benjamin (12/12) Rachel 2/2 

-These variations help us to understand that the literal 12 tribes of Israel are NOT being 
referenced here, but rather (as is mentioned above) the number is inescapably symbolic. Thus 
we are left with the summary takeaway: 144,000 = the whole Christian Church on earth. 
Though the earth is destined for destruction, God's church on earth is safe and marked by him! 

The Church in Heaven – 7:9-17 
- The Great Multitude – 7:9-10 
- After this I looked  – see above 
- a great multitude  (which no one could count ) – Several times, this type of language was 
used by God to describe the future situation for the descendants of the patriarchs, Abraham, 
Isaac, and Jacob [Genesis 15:5-6, 22:17, 32:12, Hebrews 11:12]. This is also a clarification that 
this group (the Church in heaven) and the 144,000 in the previous verses are two distinct 
groups (since John could easily count the one group, but certainly not the other).  
- from every (1) nation, (2) tribe, (3) people and (4) language  – same words (though, in a 
different order) from chapter 5:9. the four-fold description is a reference to the earth, but note 
that this is where they are from, not where they are (which is heaven). There are many other 
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references in the following chapters [Revelation 10:11, 11:9, 13:7, 14:6, 17:15]. All-in-all there 
are 7 times in the book when this kind of a phrase is used...yet another symbolic showing of 
God's covenant agreement with his chosen people (throughout the world). 
- standing before the throne and in front of the Lamb  – If we had any doubts that we were 
speaking of a distinct group, now we are back to the throne room of God where we had been 
since chapter 4.  
- They were wearing white robes  – Again, this is the most common picture of holiness in the 
book, but later in this chapter the detail is added concerning how those robes became white 
(v.14). This seems counter-intuitive, and certainly wouldn't make any sense (you don't “wash” 
something in blood...especially if you're trying to make it white). The only way this makes 
sense is in the context of Jesus' cleansing blood that “purifies us from all sin ” [1 John 1:7]. 
- [they] were holding palm branches in their hands  – In classical Greek literature, palm 
branches were waved to celebrate a victorious return [1 Maccabees 13:51], and that was 
reflected in the thinking and cries of the crowds on Palm Sunday [Matthew 21:1-11, Mark 
11:1-11, John 12:12-19]. Each of the 7 letters addresses a promises “to him who overcomes ” or 
in other words “who is victorious” [2:7, 11, 17, 26, 3:5, 12, 21], so those Christians could look at 
this vision and see their future, even though their present may have seemed all but hopeless. 
And, in fact, one of those promises was that “the one who overcomes will be clothed in 
white ” [3:5]. 
- And [the great multitude] cried out in a loud voice  – Just like the crowd of martyrs under 
the altar of God, this group cries out too. But unlike those shouts of “How long!?” now all that 
can be heard are the shouts praising God for his greatness and acclaiming the wondrous works 
he has already accomplished. 
- salvation belongs to our God  – Not only is salvation planned by our God, from before time 
was [Ephesians 4], accomplished through his Son, but it belongs to him as well, just as we 
belong to him and are marked on our foreheads as his own. [Chesnokov's Salvation is Created ] 
-who sits on the throne  – Making sure to give praise where praise is due, the uncountable host 
does not claim glory for themselves, but give all glory to God! 
- and to the Lamb  – The one whose blood was shed to make those robes white. 
 
- The Angels and Elders – 7:11-12 
- All the angels  were standing around the throne (and 
around the elders and the four living creatures) –  If 
someone had thought that some of the angels held back 
their praises (for whatever reason), now John makes clear 
that in addition to the praises of the great multitude, the 
angelic host add their voices! 
- They fell down on their faces before the throne and 
worshiped God  – All creatures on earth (7:1-8) and in 
heaven (7:9-17) join their hearts and hands and voices in the 
praise of the one who has now remade heaven and earth [Revelation 21-22]. 
- Amen  – Occurs at both the beginning and the end of the song. “Amen” simply means “this is 
true” and is used to express agreement with what has been spoken. It comes from the Hebrew 
word for “truth” and as such is a fitting end to our prayers. 
- (1) praise and (2) glory and (3) wisdom and (4) thanks and (5) honor and (6) power and (7) 
strength  – Similar list (though different order) to the list of seven things in 5:12. that the Lamb 
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is worthy to receive . Here the Lamb has not only received these, but all creatures in heaven 
and on earth ascribe them all to him in fullest measure.  
- be to our God for ever and ever  – While it may be a small detail, it's important to note the 
reference to “our” God. He IS the God of the world...he IS the God of heaven...but he is ALSO 
our God. He is our personal Creator, Redeemer, Encourager, and Friend. Just as we are his, he 
is ours! 
 
- The White-Robed Army – 7:13-17 
- one of the elders  – one of the 12 elders who were around 
God's throne. John learned from the truth from this teacher.  
- Why is the elder asking John? – Any teacher can tell you that 
one of the best ways to test learning is to ask a question. The 
elder had been with John as he saw all these visions, and now he 
wanted to see what John had learned. John however, returned 
the question right back to him, seeking to have the true answer 
rather than just what may have been his own opinion. 
- Sir, you know –  John's non-answer shows wisdom and 
discerning. As he shared this knowledge with the members of 
the 7 churches, he didn't take undue credit for all the things that he had seen, but rather 
redirected all knowledge back to God and to the servants who had shown him these great and 
wonderful things. 
- These are they who have  come out of the great tribulation  – Acts 14:22 speaks about the 
“many tribulations ” through which Christ's followers must pass. Some have seen this as 
referring to a special period of 7 years that is either before, during, or after a “rapture” or 
removal of Christians from the earth...this understanding, however, has no biblical basis, and 
so there is a vast disagreement on the particular details. More importantly, we must keep in 
mind the reason that John wrote this letter in the first place: He was comforting Christians 
who were already going through persecution, or phrased a different way: already in the great 
tribulation. Grammatically speaking, if these Christians are taken “out of” the great 
tribulation, then they must have first been “in” the great tribulation. Also remember the 
parallels that chapter 6 had with Matthew 24, which described many different tribulations 
which the disciples themselves would face. 2 Timothy 3:13 lends the understanding that things 
will get increasingly worse, but Romans 8:18 and 28 remind us that no matter the trouble or 
trial facing the people of God, he works them all for our eternal good! 
- they have  washed their robes  and  made them white in the blood of the Lamb  – Daniel 
12:10 shows that even in the Old Testament believers had seen this symbolism. This is the 
Lamb to whom John the Baptist had pointed [John 1:29]. This is also the Lamb to whom every 
Passover lamb pointed as the One whose blood not only removed the fear of the angel of 
death, but brought death to death itself and filled all his followers with forgiveness and life in 
its place! 
- They  [the great multitude] are before the throne of God  – Because they (and we) are 
forgiven, because the Lamb's perfection stands in their (and our) place, they (and we) stand 
before the very throne of God, in his presence, never to be removed...for we are his. 
- Set of 3 having to do with God's presence: 

+ before the  throne  of God  – closest and most intimate connection with God that 
anyone can experience. The throne of God is in heaven and is shown as the epitome of 
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closeness with him. All others are pictures and glimpses of this most glorious 
connection to God and his presence. 
+ serve him day and night in his  temple  – The Temple was first constructed by 
Solomon and was meant to show God's presence with his people on earth. It was one of 
the most beautiful and expensive buildings in existence at the time, showing how much 
the people of Israel valued their glorious God. 
+ he...will spread his  tent  over them  – The predecessor to the Temple was the 
Tabernacle (or “tent”) and it served the same purpose as the temple, though with one 
major difference: it was portable. This tent would be moved wherever the people of 
Israel went, especially in their wilderness wanderings, and showed that God continued 
to stay with his people, even when they were continually moving. 

- Set of 7 comforts for those currently experiencing the great tribulation: 
+ Never again will they hunger  – No more will any of us have any physical needs...for 
in the presence of God we already have everything we need and more! 
+ never again will they thirst  – Remember Christ's words to the woman at the well and 
that he is the “living water ” [John 4:1-26]. 
+ the sun will not beat upon them  
+ nor  [will] any scorching heat  [beat upon them]  
+ the Lamb...will be their shepherd  – Just pause and think about that for a moment...a 
shepherd, that is also a Lamb...it is strange and yet strangely comforting, because 
although he is our leader and is greater than all of us, he is also one of us, and I cannot 
think of a greater comfort than that. 
+ he will lead them to springs of living water  – See notes on “thirst” above. 
+ God will wipe away every tear from their eyes  – In the new heaven and new earth, 
God removes all need for tears and with his personal care wipes each one from the eyes 
of his dear children [Revelation 21:4]. 

- Combined together the 3 and 7 make one 10, and so are a complete expression of the joy and 
victory that the saints of God experience in the halls of heaven. 
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