
HOW DOES IT WORK?
THE DOCTRINE OF THE CALL



DOCTRINE OF THE CALL REVIEW

WHAT IS PERSONAL MINISTRY?

▸ John 20:21-23 Again Jesus said, "Peace be with you! As 
the Father has sent me, I am sending you." 22 And with 
that he breathed on them and said, "Receive the Holy 
Spirit. 23 If you forgive anyone his sins, they are forgiven; if 
you do not forgive them, they are not forgiven." 

▸ 1 Peter 2:9 But you are a chosen people, a royal 
priesthood, a holy nation, a people belonging to God, that 
you may declare the praises of him who called you out of 
darkness into his wonderful light.



DOCTRINE OF THE CALL REVIEW

WHAT IS PERSONAL MINISTRY?

▸ Matthew 5:16 In the same way, let your light shine before 
men, that they may see your good deeds and praise your 
Father in heaven. 

▸ Mark 16:15 He said to them, "Go into all the world and 
preach the good news to all creation. 

▸ What makes it “personal”?  



DOCTRINE OF THE CALL REVIEW

WHAT IS PUBLIC MINISTRY?

▸ Philippians 2:19-23 I hope in the Lord Jesus to send 
Timothy to you soon, that I also may be cheered when I 
receive news about you. 20 I have no one else like him, 
who takes a genuine interest in your welfare. 21 For 
everyone looks out for his own interests, not those of Jesus 
Christ. 22 But you know that Timothy has proved himself, 
because as a son with his father he has served with me in 
the work of the gospel. 23 I hope, therefore, to send him 
as soon as I see how things go with me.



DOCTRINE OF THE CALL REVIEW

WHAT IS PUBLIC MINISTRY?

▸ 1 Timothy 5:17 The elders who direct the affairs of the 
church well are worthy of double honor, especially those 
whose work is preaching and teaching. 

▸ Hebrews 13:7 Remember your leaders, who spoke the 
word of God to you. Consider the outcome of their way of 
life and imitate their faith. 

▸ What makes this “public” ministry?



DOCTRINE OF THE CALL REVIEW

HOW DOES A CHRISTIAN ENTER THE PUBLIC MINISTRY?

▸ 1 Corinthians 14:40 But everything should be done in a 
fitting and orderly way. 

▸ Romans 10:15 And how can they preach unless they are 
sent? As it is written, "How beautiful are the feet of those 
who bring good news!” 

▸ How did God call his prophets & apostles? 

▸ “Mediate” = through means.  

▸ “Immediate” = directly by God.  

Example: God’s Providence



OUR CHURCHES TEACH THAT NOBODY 
SHOULD PREACH PUBLICLY IN THE CHURCH 
OR ADMINISTER THE SACRAMENTS 
UNLESS HE IS REGULARLY CALLED.

Augsburg Confession, Article 14

DOCTRINE OF THE CALL

Why?



DOCTRINE OF THE CALL REVIEW

IS A MEDIATE CALL LESS DIVINE?  WHY OR WHY NOT?
▸ Matthew 18:19-20 "Again, I tell you that if two of you on earth agree about 

anything you ask for, it will be done for you by my Father in heaven. 20 For 
where two or three come together in my name, there am I with them." 

▸ Ephesians 4:11-13 It was he who gave some to be apostles, some to be 
prophets, some to be evangelists, and some to be pastors and teachers, 12 
to prepare God's people for works of service, so that the body of Christ 
may be built up 13 until we all reach unity in the faith and in the 
knowledge of the Son of God and become mature, attaining to the whole 
measure of the fullness of Christ. 

▸ 1 Corinthians 12:28 And in the church God has appointed first of all 
apostles, second prophets, third teachers, then workers of miracles, also 
those having gifts of healing, those able to help others, those with gifts of 
administration, and those speaking in different kinds of tongues.

“Wherever two or three…shepherding”



DOCTRINE OF THE CALL REVIEW

CONTRACT VS. CALL?

▸ 1 Peter 5:1-4 To the elders among you, I appeal as a fellow 
elder, a witness of Christ's sufferings and one who also will 
share in the glory to be revealed: 2 Be shepherds of God's 
flock that is under your care, serving as overseers-- not 
because you must, but because you are willing, as God 
wants you to be; not greedy for money, but eager to serve; 
3 not lording it over those entrusted to you, but being 
examples to the flock. 4 And when the Chief Shepherd 
appears, you will receive the crown of glory that will never 
fade away.

The pastor is not hired by the congregation. He has received a divine call. They can’t get tired of him and look for someone better. The pastor is there until he retires, 
takes another call, or dies in the ministry. It is a commitment to work together by both pastor and members. 

I’ve had members tell me that they are afraid to talk to me about their sins or come to see me for counseling. They are afraid that I’ll think less of them. I gently, but firmly, 
tell them that I am not called to be their friend. I am called to be their pastor. 

The pastor is often seen as the leader of the church – the shepherd. But he is still the under-shepherd of the Good Shepherd. He is also serving at the will of the sheep.



THE DOCTRINE OF THE CALL

REACT:

▸ “I felt God calling me…” 

▸ What’s the difference between A) the divine call into the 
public ministry and B) one’s vocation, or “calling” in life? 

▸ 1 Timothy 3:1 Here is a trustworthy saying: If anyone sets 
his heart on being an overseer, he desires a noble task.





CATECHISM 2017

CATECHISM: A THOROUGH STUDY OF BIBLE BASICS
Why do we need thorough catechesis? 

A) 2 Timothy 3:1-5 – The sinful world will teach our children 
to not follow Christ. 

B) Psalm 51:5 &  John 3:1-6 – Nobody is spiritually “okay” 
apart from the Word of God. 

C) 2 Corinthians 5:19-21 – You’ve been reconciled to God.  
This is the greatest, longest-lasting treasure ever! 

D) Luke 8:4-15 – Strong roots in the Word of God are 
necessary, or else the plant will be choked out by life.



YOUR PASTORS “KEEP WATCH 
OVER YOU AS MEN WHO MUST 
GIVE AN ACCOUNT…”

Hebrews 13:17

CATECHISM

To whom? When? Entrusted by God with your soul & the souls of your children.



CATECHISM 2017

M: Do you intend to continue steadfast in this teaching 
and to endure all things, even death, rather than fall away 
from it? 

R: I do, and I ask God to help me. 

M: Do you intend faithfully to conform all your life to the 
teachings of God’s Word, to be faithful in the use of the 
Word and sacrament, and in faith and action remain true to 
God—Father, Son, and Holy Spirit—as long as you live? 

R: I do, and I ask God to help me.

CONFIRMATION: VOW + ADMITTANCE TO THE LORD’S TABLE



CATECHISM 2017

FATHER

Fathers, bring your children up 
in the training and instruction 
of the Lord.   

Ephesians 6:4



CATECHISM 2017

PASTOR

“Shepherd of the Lakes…calls 
you, Peter F. Hagen, to be our 
pastor.” …  

“To be faithful in the spiritual 
care of the young, in particular 
to instruct our catechumens in 
the Word of God as taught in 
Luther’s Small Catechism…”



"Part of the concern is that the mere 
existence of youth ministry and Sunday 
school allows parents to shrug off their 

responsibilities as the primary teachers, 
mentors, and pastors to their family."

2009 WELS Self-Study on Youth Ministry

CATECHISM 2017

Important.  168 hours in a week, catechism is less than two hours.  How much time do our kids spend at practice or games?  What is the priority of spiritual training & 
catechism homework?  It’s up to the parents to know their children and limit the activities of the child – based upon what that child needs most.  For 94.4% of kids, 
hitting a curve ball has zero application beyond high school…yet all of them will, one day – sooner or later – stand before God.  



DOCTRINE OF THE CALL

ACCEPTING OR DECLINING A CALL

▸ Who has the final decision when a call is received?  Why? 

▸ Whom will the pastor consult when considering a call? 

▸ Upon what will the pastor base his decision of whether he 
should accept or decline a call?  What kinds of things 
might the pastor consider while he is holding the call?

He will consider salary, location, parsonage, selling/buying a home, evangelism ministry vs. maintenance ministry, mood of the congregation, problems in a congregation, 
school for his children, other service to the Lord, family, soccer, needs of congregations around him, etc. 



DOCTRINE OF THE CALL

FOUR REASONS FOR A CALL, FROM SAINTED DP RAY WIECHMANN

▸ So the pastor/teacher can be affirmed in the fact that God the Holy Spirit 
has truly called him into the public ministry.  You now hold two calls. 

▸ So the pastor/teacher can take the time to personally evaluate his gift and 
skill sets and how God is using him in his present ministry.  This allows the 
pastor/teacher to compare how his gifts and skills are being used in his 
present calling and then consider whether the new call in regard to how 
his gifts and skills can be used there.  He will also look whether all of his 
gifts and skills are being used at his present call and whether the gifts and 
skills not being used presently would be used at his new calling.  Would 
the new call stretch him more than his present call?  Are there gifts and 
skills and passions of his that will not be used at his new calling?



DOCTRINE OF THE CALL

FOUR REASONS FOR A CALL, FROM SAINTED DP RAY WIECHMANN

▸ So the congregation can evaluate the pastor/teacher, his gifts and 
his skills, and how they are being used at his present call.  They will 
need to ask themselves about whether a pastor with different gifts 
and skills are needed at this time.  This is not a time to talk about 
what will happen to them during a vacancy or how much they like 
the pastor and his family and would hate to see them leave.  It is 
good that they feel that way about their pastor but they do need to 
have a kingdom perspective at this time. 

▸ So that the Holy Spirit may use this second call to move you to a new 
field of labor.  A kingdom perspective is still important for the 
pastor/teacher as well.



DOCTRINE OF THE CALL

FURTHER THOUGHTS ON DELIBERATIONS

▸ Consider not how the place you are now can get along without 
you.  That is the Holy Spirit’s business. 

▸ Consider not how the place to which you have been called can 
possibly survive or thrive unless you come.  If you do not come, 
the Holy Spirit will take care of them, too. 

▸ When you have a call, think as a steward.  How can your talents 
best serve the Lord at the present time?  Think kingdom, not 
congregation.  Do not consider your professional future; the 
future is also the Lord’s.  Think only of how your talents can best 
be applied to the Lord’s work today.



DOCTRINE OF THE CALL

FURTHER THOUGHTS ON DELIBERATIONS

▸ It is not necessarily selfish or unspiritual to decide on the 
basis of what you would most like to do.  What you enjoy 
has a big impact on good stewardship of your talents.  You 
will likely apply yourself most and best when you are 
doing what you enjoy.   

▸ And, of course, stewardship involves using all of God’s 
gifts wisely.  Don’t forget, when considering a call, that 
your wife, your family, your health, and your salary are gifts 
of God, too.



DOCTRINE OF THE CALL

FURTHER THOUGHTS ON DELIBERATIONS

▸ Keep in mind this is not a right/wrong decision, as in one 
would be God’s will, one would not be.  It is a win/win – 
either you have the privilege of serving God in place A or 
the same privilege in Place B.  You cannot lose with either 
decision. 

▸ There is a lot to be said for the advice of actually writing 
and printing a decision letter, putting it in the envelope, 
but not announcing or sending it for a day or so to be sure 
you can sleep soundly with the decision.



BEHOLD, I AM COMING 
SOON!

Jesus Christ

CATECHISM 2017

When?  Permanent.  Eternal.


