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Confirmation Class (Catechism)                Pastor Jason Zuehlke 

2019-2020                                                                                        PastorZuehlke@outlook.com 

Syllabus                Cell: (507) 848-8905 

 

I. What is it? 

 

Beginning in 6th grade, students begin a thorough course of study in the basics of 

Christian belief organized around the time-tested handout of Luther’s Small 

Catechism. Christian parents are given the primary responsibility to train their 

children in God’s Word. This was the intent of Martin Luther when he wrote the 

Small Catechism, having written above each chief part in the Small Catechism, “as 

the head of the family should teach them in all simplicity to his household.”1 This was 

not always able to be carried out by the head of the household for various reasons, but 

was carried out by a teacher, pastor, or the congregation. Therefore, as a Christian 

congregation, it is also our privilege and joy to help parents raise their children in 

God’s truth alongside of their learning at home!  

 

II. Why do we do it? 

 

A solid foundation built on God’s truth found in his Word is vital. First, to teach this 

foundation is by the command of our Lord and Savior, which he gave to his church 

before departing, stating, “Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing 

them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching 

them to obey everything I have commanded you” (Matthew 28:19,20).  

 

Further, it is in hopes that as our children are taught the truths in Scripture early, they 

may start on the way they should go without departing from it as they grow older 

(Proverbs 22:6).  

 

Also, as they go into a world where the truth of Scripture will be challenged, this 

catechetical instruction will help them have on hand an answer for the hope that they 

have (1 Peter 3:15).  

 

Finally, before we allow our members to approach the table of the Lord’s Supper, we 

want them to understand the importance of being taught the truth of God’s Word and 

the sacrament, the importance and seriousness of the sacrament, and the importance 

of full agreement in doctrine and faith according to the Scriptures alone which is a 

unity expressed in our receiving the Lord’s Supper together (1 Corinthians 10:14-17, 

11:23-29) 

 

 

 
1 https://essays.wls.wels.net/bitstream/handle/123456789/3285/MeyerCatechisms.pdf?sequence=1&isAllowed=y 
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III. Course Objectives and outline. 
 

What are we going to learn? This course of education has three parts 

 

a. Christ Light—In the Christ Light curriculum, the students will review from the 

Bible the history of God’s people, see his hand working for the salvation of 

mankind by controlling history for our benefit, and review the accounts of Jesus 

and some of his teachings according to the gospel. The students will also learn to 

perfect their skills in memorization as they memorize Bible passages and other 

works so they are able to commit these things to memory. 

 

b. Growing in the Word—Growing in the Word is a 58-lesson course that provides 

an overview of Bible history in one year. Parts of Luther's catechism are 

integrated so students will review Bible history and learn how doctrine is the 

application of the truths God teaches in the Bible. As students study Bible history 

and Luther's catechism together, they will also learn that God has loved them 

since the beginning and surely will through all eternity. 

 

c. Growing in Grace—This 32-lesson course is designed to teach the six chief parts 

of Luther's Small Catechism in one year. Each lesson is based on a brief account 

from Bible history to help students underscore the connection between our 

Lutheran doctrine and God's plan of salvation. The lessons feature catechism 

readings, Bible readings, lesson questions, homework, key terms, extra notes, and 

catechism diagrams. 
 

IV. Instruction Method and Classroom Procedure 

Classes will take place on Wednesday evenings. They will be divided into two 

sections: Christ Light for those students entering 6th grade and Grow in the 

Word/Grow in Grace for those entering in 7th and 8th grade. Christ Light will begin at 

4:30pm in the church basement and Grow in the Word/Grow in Grace will begin at 

6:00pm in the church basement. 

Classroom time will mostly consist of time reading selected portions of Scripture and 

working through their application via the provided workbook/worksheets and 

following the PowerPoints upon the screen. Time will also be used to review with 

quizzes and discuss application as a group. The classroom schedule will be broken 

down as follows: 

4:30-4:45/6:00-6:15 Quiz/Review 

4:45-4:55/6:15-6:25 Grade Quizzes 

5:00-5:25/6:30-6:55 Class Time 

5:25-5:35/6:55-7:05 Break 

5:35-6:00/7:05-7:30 Class time 
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There will also be work to be done outside of class time. Homework to be done at home 

will/may consist of worksheets to take home and online work which will/may consist of 

a) Memory Work quizzes b) Lesson quizzes c) Test Reviews and d) Online work to make 

up for missing classes. Online work will be found on Google Classroom. 

Outside of class time, students will also be required to attend at least 50% of Sunday 

church services between now and Confirmation Sunday. By making church attendance a 

regular part of our children’s lives, we can better help our children grow in the Word of 

God to accomplish our goals in section II above! 

Students are expected to complete their take home and online work by the due dates 

given to prepare them for their following class. They should have everything prepared for 

class by the time they arrive at church, including having all of the necessary materials. 

When they arrive, they are expected to follow the following classroom procedures: 

a. Students are expected to be in their seats at 4:30/6:00 and ready to begin 

taking their quiz 

b. During class time, free talking by students must be limited and class-related 

c. Cell phones are to be placed in the student’s bag or pocket and on silent unless 

otherwise allowed by the instructor (cell phones may at times be used for 

review or application or quick research) 

d. Talking about subjects other than class-related material, going to the 

bathroom, checking phones, etc. may be done during our scheduled 10 minute 

break time 

e. Students are to be back in their seats and ready to finish class by 5:35/7:05 so 

as to not waste time 

 

V. The following texts and materials will be necessary for Confirmation: 
 

a. 6th Grade: A trustworthy writing utensil such as a pencil or a black or blue 

ink ballpoint pen, a Bible (the students are encouraged to bring their own 

cherished Bible but may use one of the Bibles provided at church) 

b. 7th & 8th Grade: A trustworthy writing utensil such as a pencil or a black or 

blue ink ballpoint pen, a Grow in the Word or Grow in Grace workbook 

(provided by your instructor), the latest version of Martin Luther’s Small 

Catechism from Northwestern Publishing House using the NIV (provided by 

Pastor), a Bible (the students are encouraged to bring their own cherished 

Bible but may use one of the Bibles provided at church) 
 

VI. Grades 

Students’ grades will be determined according to the following break down  

In-Class Quizzes/Memory Work  40% 

Online Quizzes    30% 

Church Attendance   20% 

Worksheets/Other   10% 


